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I T is time the attention of the legiflature ot'^chis^kingdom 
fhoiild be awakened to the concerns of Bri^ifh fubje^ts in the 
Ea/l Indies, which, notwithftanding ail that has been laid or 
written concerning India leem to have lain negledled, as if 

thofc diftant individuals were not members of the lame body-po¬ 
litic, or did not deferve the care of the mother-country, while this 
government as yet rcceives^'^very advantage it choofes from them 
as fubjedis. 

All the inquiries'iwhich have hitherto been nrih^, 'hither by Go¬ 
vernment or tl-^cJEai;^ India Proprietors, have flopped fhort at fome 
temporary expedien:. No permanent fyilem has been -yet adopted 
for the lecurity o^.chofe dominions; and the knowlege which the 
members of the. le^iiature have had the opportunities of obtaining, 
upon thofc inquiries, has been in geieial^iiCry infufficient for form¬ 
ing a right judgment of the internal danger to which thofe poflef- 
fions are expofed, or of the remedies neceflary for removing the 
evils felt, or to prevent fuch as may be dreaded ; but if due care 
be not Ipcedily taken, the nation will not only be fbon deprived of 
the refburces at prefent furnifhed, but the pofleflion of the very 
Aliatic territories themfelves muft be endangered. 

Unequal as the writer deems himfelf to this talk in other .re- 
fpeds, yet as far as his own local experience could furnifli fads, or 
his induflry materials which might contribute towards a right know¬ 
lege, 
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T^e, hefi^ bceji ipduced to under!afee‘^1Tisinadequatc pcrform- 
ancSy wfiidi he novV lays vwth all d&^eiiG^^jid humility befSfe 
Jtfie p^_^able tribunal of the public.'Wxj^inportauce of tlie ob- 


plead his excufe for th^^ttew*)^ and if the f,^s"h( 
ith all.riac fimplicity tf truth Aould, be 


herein 
too 


je6fs '^ill* 
related with 

late, awaken^ the attention of GovcrnmoirYJ^ tfn?.: weighty con¬ 
cerns, pr be happy* inffriiments reliev^kag at [Tcfent, or protect¬ 
ing in future one Britifli fubjeCl iV thole dij^antj^^loin in ions from 
inifcry and oppreflion, the writer will thinliTliinWeif amply re¬ 
warded for his troubfe. | \ 

fffli fubjeCts, we would B^\^ndcrftood to 
rftfcw hjjri^iycfty’s iKwly-acquired Afiatic fubjeCts, 3V'\velTl\s Xia 
Britnh'^nigra nts -^. Rdiding and eftablifhed in India. ’Whatever 
odium fonie^m^a the latter may have incurred, they arc not all 
Nab6/j-7?iakers'y tli^ are not all re^olutionifis. And notvvithftanding 
the prevailing notions of the cafe with which immenfe fortunes arc 
acquired in thofe parts, from the examples that have been lately 
exhibited, there are at this time in Bengal many poor and induf- 
trious Britons deprived even of the means of getting an honeft 
livelihood by their beft endeavour^, Vit^ are deferving of a more 
maternal care from their native country. *, 

Let not hi?'^^efly*§ fubjedls in Aha fay thiy have been fold to 
the leaders and chiefs of an incorporated tradint b*j^^ of their own 
fellow-fubj^Cls, for the fum of four hundrera tl^oufand pounds 
fterling per annum! Much more ^luablc anci^^Tmancnt advan¬ 
tages may be derived from thence/witirequity’Shd^edfc, as well as 
with dignity to Govcrnii^eiw;''j^hile the profperity of diofc Asiatic 
dominions might be fecured in the happinefsof the inhabitant , and 
the commercial, and therefore only true intcrefts of the iTpifiinurmed 
proprietors of Eall India flock be rendered profperons and fc ciire . 

Ffom a fociety of mere traders, confined by charter to the em¬ 
ployment of fix fhips and fix pinnaces yearly, the Company are 
become fovereigns of extenfivc, rich and populous kingdoms, with 
a fVmding army of above fixty thoufand men at their command, 
in this new fituatioii of the fociety, fo widely different from its 

original 
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original inftitution, commercial' interefts appear’)s!;boft 

entirely mifunderftood; and it.may be fafelyjifaid, 
there is feat*"cl^ any public Ipirit'apparent amtnag their ' leaders, 
cither in Eng^ nd o’' Inaia. The loaves and fifhes are the grand, 
almoft the foie oi^jed. The queftions, How many lacks fhall I 
put in my pbckc' ? o’*, How m.^ily fons, nephews, or dependents 
fhall I provide for,At the expence of the miferablc inhabitants of 
the fubje<5lcd dominions ? are thofe whicl*^ of ’late have been the 
foremoft to be pibpounded by the Chiefs Company on i>oth 
fidcs llic ocean. Hence the dominions in A aa, like diet- difjanit 
Roman provinces during the decline of that empire, have'been 
abandoned, as lawful prey, to every fpccies of peculators'^ ■'mfomuch 
that many of the fervants of the Company, after exhibiting fuch 
feenes of barbarity as can fcarcely be paralleled in the hiftory ol 
any country, have returned to Kn^jland loaded with wealth; 
where, intrenching themfelves in borough or Eaft-India-flock in¬ 
fluence, they have fet juflice at defiance, either ip >the caufe of 
their country or of opprefled innocence. 

The aflairs of the Eaft India Company are therefore now be¬ 
come an objed of the utmofl: importance td thiS nation, which it 
is to be feared : ;ay be involved in great difficulties whenever the 
Indian dominions are loft; or', what is the fame’ thing, whenever 
they arc fo impoveriffied 'and ruined as to render the poflTeflion of 
them unprofitable. Bengal the dominions dependent thereon 
are entirely commercial countries, 'Vfhich tan only flouriffi while 
trade is profperous, the principles of which are invariably the fame 
in all clima^'es. But when the affairs of Bengal and its dependencies 
get into a ruinous courfe, the affairs of the Company, which fo 
greatly depend on thofe provinces, muft of neceffity do the falne. 
And nothing can be more certain than that thofe countries will not 
profper while the Company continue there the Merchant-fovereign 
and the Sovereign-merchant, even were it poffible, without altering 
their prefent conftitution, to free their affairs from the numberlefs 
inconveniencies arifing from the diftance between the feat of go¬ 
vernment and the fu^eded provinces; the mifinformation or ig- 
z noranve. 
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among Proptietftrs and Dired^^^'Se conftantly fluctuat¬ 
ing ftatc'of parties, the confcquj;at afeir^c^d contrad^Ory ordera 
which are continually fent out to Indi^^ and lil^?iifc from the 
want of diie'jiower in the Obmpany for coiuh^Ilyig their iervants 
abroad : which power it i§ concewed cairmever «e given to them, 
bccaufe it would be erecfliing impenum in imperi^^ 

Monopolies of all kinds are in their nature;i*unavoidably perni¬ 
cious ;]|^but an abfolute {ivernment of monopciiftsj/flich as atpre- 
» fent flia^f Bengal m tad: is, rnufl of all be the nl«sjfl: dreadful. 

j^t^fou, revehu/as, juftice and interior governmc».j^ ot' thofc 
countridV^are ejit>k\jly in the hands of the Englifli Eaft India Com¬ 
pany. TJie prince, whom they call the Grand Mogul, being 
the mere inftrument of their power, fet up by them, and flipported 
by a penflon for the ferving of their own private purpoles; the pre¬ 
tended Nabobs of Bengal and Butidr being the adual flipendiary 
fervants ot the laid Company, and' the Dewannee, under which 
title they preiiiid to hold thofe territorial pofleflions, being a mere 
fidion, invented for the private pwrpofes of the Compaiw and their 
fervants; and j^atticularly intended, if poflible, to deveen their 
feizing on the fovereignty of the country, by ifnpoflng on the Bri- 
tifli nation; though the dilguife was too flimfeyi«b' deceive either 
the inhabitants orHindoftan or other European nations who have 
feftlements in thofe countries. \ ^ 

There is in Bengal no freedcir^ in trade, though'by that alone 
it can be made flourifhilvg' and importantly beneficial,to the Britifli 
Rate. All brailches of the interior Indian commerce, are, without 
exception, entirely monopolies of the moft cru' 1 and niinous na¬ 
tures; and lb totally corrupted, from every Ijrecies of abulc, as to 
be m the laft ftages towards annihilation. Civil juftice is eradi¬ 
cated, and millions are thereby left entirely at the mercy of a fewr 
men, who divide the fpoils of the public among themfelvcs; 
while, under fuch defpotifm, fupported by military violence, the 
whole interior country, where neither the laws of England reach, 
or the laws or cuftoms of thofe countries are permitted to have their 
courfe, is iii!^better than in a ftate of nature. In this fituation; 

while 
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while the poor indufl**inus ripriv.es are oppreffed beyond conception, 
population is decreahrig, the manufadories and revenues are/de^ 
caying, and Bengal, wliidfi ejed not many years ago to fend* an¬ 
nually a tribute of ievcral millions in hard fpecie tb’ Dehly, is now 
reduced to fo cx^retii-aa want of circulation, that it is‘not impro¬ 
bable the Company (wholb fervants in Calcutta have already been 
ncceflitated, in one feaibn, to draw above a million fterling on the 
Direftors, for the exigencies of their trade and go^'ernment) will 
'^oon be in wanfi of fpecie in Bengal to pay their troops, and in 
England feen pleading incapacity to pay the vtir^ annual four hun-, 
dred thoufarid pounds which is now received ^rom them by go¬ 
vernment. ' 

The natives of Bengal, whofe miferies have of late been greatly 
increafed by a calamitous famine, have long looked up to heaven 
and to this nation for relief; which, if much longer with-held, 
while they bewail the inefficacy of a conftitution fo much boafted 
of to them, they may be rendered defperate in the purfuit of re- 
drefs, and made to join hand and heart with the firft power that 
happens to oppofe the Engliffi in thofe dominions. Let fuch who 
place their fecurity in the pretended degeneracy or effeminacy of 
the natives recoiled, ffiat they are thofe very natives who fight our 
Indian battles; which they have fometimes done without a fingle 
mufket being fired by our European troops, to whom they have, 
on many occafions,,^fficwn themfelyes no way inferior in pcrfonal 
courage. Perliaps it niay appear* a confiderate man, upon re- 
fledion,^ that it is only the exaggerated fame of what has paff 
which preferves the pofl'cffion of things at prefent, and that the 
power of the Engliffi in India may ceafe to be formidable as foon 
as that power becomes well underftood The fame caufes will 
ever produce like effeds iu all countries; the many muft in time 
get the better of the few, by the fame means whereby the few got 
the better of the many. Let thofe who defpife the Afiatics farther 
refled, that the moft dcfpicablc reptiles will turn when trod upon; 
and that hillory abounds with inllances of nations driven into mad- 
nefs by the cruelty of oppreffion. It muft certainly be beft to 
avoid giving occafion for fuch extremities. Be it then the more 

b ■' laudable 
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‘laudable objc6l, as moft worthy of* tris to feeure the hearts 

of the natives by eftublShing a due aHmimftr'ation of juftiqe, and 
by encouraging manufactories ^nd a'fi-ecj^frAclt: in the inland parts of 
the fuBjeCted provinces, without which tliey can^ever prolper. 
Happily fo^ the European invaders ot Indianfuch an equi¬ 
poize between Mahomedans and FTindoos, as ^lakes the govern¬ 
ment of the whole, by a few foreigners, moreJjraCtfcable in Ben¬ 
gal than it would be in any other part of the world; lb that if 
Juftijf did but hold tlie fcule, that iuperiority ndght perhaps be 
Jor ages maintained.** * , 

'The revenues /f the provinces of Bengal, Bahac and part of 
Orifla, ^which* the Company colIcCf, were in the year' 1765 efti- 
mated to amount to upwards of three millions hx hundred thou- 
fand pounds fterling per annum, and by proper management they 
might with cafe liave been improved by this time to fix millions, 
Belides, there are immen/e commercial advantages which might be 
made of thofe territories by this kintrdom; but at prefent, under 
the ridiculous plan of a double goveriinicnt, tliey arc every way 
exhaufted by plunder and opprelllon ; and while this nation is 
gazing after the fruit, the Company and their fubllitlites are fuf- 
fered to be rooting up the tree. 

The different intcrefts of the Company, as Iqverelgns of Bengal 
and at the fame* time »s monopolizers of all the‘trade and com¬ 
merce of thofe countries, operate in Hirecl Dppofition, and arc 
mutually deffruClivc of each o^icf; 10 thaf withotit a new f/lfem, 
the progrefs muft be from l^d toworfe. The Company, if ieit to 
purfue its prefent lyllem, will foon ruin itfclf; the pollc/lions in 
Bengal will be beggared, and this kingdom deprived /:)f the advan¬ 
tages of thofe poffcBions which might be the means of greatly re¬ 
lieving the circumftances of the nation, and of railing it to a Bate 
of profperity and power almoft beyond example. 

An unlimited power can fcarce exift without oppreffion ; and 
'governments, when at a great diftance from the controlling power, 
are naturally fubjeCl to a corrupt adininiftration of juftice; where 
the oppreffions of the governed will in general be ever found pro¬ 
portionate to the degree of power poffefled by the Governors. Such 
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the nature of human frailty: and nofle have ever exhibitec^ 
grcater^proofs of this frailty than fome of our European Baftiaws 
in India. The nieafures' neceflary to be taken for* the prevention 
of fueh evils, ahcl^fbr eftablifliing the permanent profperity of the 
fubjeded provinces, can never be exposed from the Company j 
and particularly while i^ continues with a conftitution lb dcFe<Slive, 
and Co inadequate to the |>refent altered ftate of its afJairs. * 

It is the wifdQin and power of the LegiAature alone that .^an 
prevent the total impoverilhment or lofs of the Bengal provinces, 
cither of which 'misfortunes might now prove fatal in its confe- 
quenccs to this‘kingdom.. This can only be efie^ed by laws for le* 
curing tlie impartial adminillration of juftice throughout thofe do* 
minions; for preventing the commillion of thofe opprellions and 
irregularities which have of late years prevailed, to the dilgracc of 
a Britifh government ; for more cafiJy and cfle< 5 i:uaJly punifhing 
India the author? of fuchcao'* . .dcs when committed, and for im¬ 
proving and rendering permanent thofe refources which the nation 
lias a right to exped Irom the conquered countries. Such laws 
would equally, tend to promote the laudable and delirable object 
of regaining ana fecuriug an intcreft in the hearts of the fubje^led 
natives, who wifli ofdy to receive their protedfion and happinels 
from a BritiOi Sovereign : in which ftate of things this nation 
might long poflefs Bengtfl provinces, even againft the combined 
eflorts ■ Indian enemses <ind European rivals. 

It onjedls like thd'c fhould not be thought unworthy of the fe- 
rious attention ofethe Lntifh Government, then will the* following 
Ihccts, for tlic information they contain, however undeferving in 
other rcfpcdls, merit tlie pcrufal of every member of the legifla- 
ture. And it fhould be hoped, that all pleas grounded on fuch* 
charters as are not wholly conftitutional, will be treated with the 
contempt they deferve, when fet up as a defence for obftrudling 
the inquiries, or preventing the moft cftedtual intervention of par¬ 
liament, for fecuring thofe grand objeds of true national policy, 
which by fuch means can only be fecured. And it ought equally 
to be hoped, that the wifopm of parliament will eftablifli due fe- 
curity againft any unconftitutional influence of military power; 

b 2 becaufe 
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Jbecaufe it would, *in its efFe£ls, pibve equally ruinous to ’tl3o{& 
coiHitries,- the Company and this kljpgdom, in tie prefent fituation 
of Brftifli aftofifs. * * * * . 

The Writer of thefc fliects, who wjts.rotiny in the fervicc 
of the Company *in Bengal, and is an i^ldermrfn, or Judge of the 
Mayor’s Court of Calcutta, agreeably to jthe 'charter, writes not 
with any vievy of advantage to hinifclf# 'He has felt the iron rod 
of opprejfilon from tht Company and their fervaptsj in many iu- 
ft;fi?ees equally grievous with any that are *hci 5 cin laid before the 
public ; but having appealed for juftice to the laws of -this coun¬ 
try, (though.it muff be fomc yeajs before.he can ohtTlin it) he for¬ 
bears at prefent to fiy more of himfelf or his caiifc than, that lie 
was marked out for vengeance in Bengal, for his profefTional abi¬ 
lities, even fmall as they were, and his fuccefs in fiicli mercantile 
undertakings as rather entitled him to the blcflings of th.e natives 
and the approbation of this country, as they were ufcfiilly obftruc- 
tivc to mifehievous monopolifls, and of fervicc to tlie Company, 
though offenfivc to their principal fervants. During the whole pe¬ 
riod of his fervitude, he never had violated a law ol.this kingdom, 
or been giiilfy *of tfTiy bad pradlice ; but h;id always* been faithful 
and zealous in the fervice of the Company,* whole Dire< 5 lors he 
defies to lay before their conftitifcnts fo much as a fingle charge 
that can vindicate their proceedings'againft h'im, or any accufa- 
;tion, grounded on truth or reaforr,‘to convi^ him of a breach of 
duty in any moral dapacity'or connexion, or "that will ^ftaiid the 
teft of candid ferutiny by hny one man of real honour and undcr- 
ftanding. Ncvcrthelels, by the opprcfTions under which, fingle 
and unfupported, he has filently fuffered, he has actually loft fixty 
\)ut of ninety thoufand pounds fterling of a fortune acquired by 
many years induftry in lawful and laudable commerce. 

Thus much the Writer has prcfiimed he was in juftice autho¬ 
rized to fay of himfelf, in order to obviate calumny, which is 
often added to perfeeution, for the fake of juftifying it. He is 
fenfiblc that this publication will even, endanger his getting pof- 
fellion pf a great part of the remainder of his feattered fortune: 
ncverthelefs, moderate, and contented with what will remain to 

him, 
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him, let what m^y be the conrcqucncc, he has, at this critical 
juncture, preferred*to every temporizing view, the difeharge of li\s 
confciencc, from a real anc.iincere regard to tlx welfare aiicj rights 
of mankind in general, and to the i’ltcrefts of this kingdom in’ par¬ 
ticular ; for rho’ hc‘ has not the honour of being a natirt al-born fub- 
jedof Great Britain, yet being from his infiincv bred in it, and having 
always lived among the natives of this happy country, he is in heart 
an Englifhman, and vvilhes to be no other, fo long as the opprefled 
can obtain, fioiji Englifh laws, juftice adequate to tlieir injuries. 

Many gentlemen of the profelBon of Niibob-makings peiTiups not 
, a few wlic have in view the entering upon tliat prolcllion, and 
even foiiic Dircelois, who may be ftilcd the makers of Nabob- 
makerss \^’ho together may poBcfs a powerful mafs or wealth, will 
naturally be the underhand arraigners or oppofers ot what is ad¬ 
vanced or rcconm'icudcd in the feveral parts of this work: but as 
fads are obflinatc thiiigSy the Writer docs not much apprehend they 
will venture openly to difpute the truth of fuch as he now offers 
to the confideration of the public. He has confined himfelf as 
mueh as poffible to fuch public ac^s of Indian government as were 
neceffary to be exhibited in proof of what he has in many places af- 
ferted, wherein it is not men but meeftprsj'whci'i Bad, that he vvifhes 
to expofc, in order only for reformation ; efteeming it his un¬ 
doubted right, in common with all others, to ferutinize into the 
jHiblic tranfadions of all men in public ftations, but particularly 
as they may appear calculated for the good or hurt of the fociety 
^ of which lic is a member. The India Dlrcdors will fcarce tax the 
Writer witfi ingratitude, after having treated him with the mofl 
extreme cruelty, or blame him for exjxfing their fecrets, when 
national benefit is the objed in view ; bur if they fhouid deem him 
adverfe to the (Company’s interefl, which he really is not, as the 
prefs is the fureft tefi of truth, it mufi be allowed, that he who re¬ 
fers the merits of his arguments and fads to that fevercfl of trials,* 
does not ad like an ungenerous adverfary. 

After perufing the many extraordinary accounts contained in 
tlicfc flxets, the impartial reader will naturally wonder, how fuch 
things could fo long be concealed from the public, i'he realoii 

3 
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o£ which however has been, that the p^rfons qipable of informing^ 
thcni.have been interc*ftccT in with-hddihg fneh information. £ven 
the friends** in England of injured nue^ abroad will not often ven¬ 
ture to make their letters public, for fear jof heaping •heavier mif- 
fortuncs on the opprjefled, or fhole connected witlythem, who are 
in the power of the Company, or their fubflitutcs in India; as the 
Court of Dircdlors ha\'e always ftridly prohilSitcd'-f*, to their de¬ 
pendents, the communication of any accounts oF theij* affairs in In¬ 
dia to ppvate perfons' in England. Sometimes tfee injured who 
•come tiome for redrefs, hold their tongues in order to make their 
terms with the Company and go out again to India in advsjitagcous ’ 
ftations: and in fhort, among almoft all the gentlemen who have 
once been in thofc countries, there is fuch a powerful firing of 
connexions, and fuch hopes or fuch fears prevail, either for them- 
felvTs or their friends, as make the obtaining of authentic vouchers 
very difficult. If this had not been the cafe, we fhould have had 
it in our power to have laid before the public many documents of 
a more curious and intcrefting nature than even thofe we have pro¬ 
duced, and which miift now remain concealed, till time, the dif- 


coverer of all truth gives^us an opportunity for exhibiting* them in 
another volume. . 


* A narrative of the murder of Englifh gentteman, by the fervants of a Zemindar 
in the diftrifts of Sutalury, caftward of Calcutta, which, happened id December 1766, 
was with-held from the writer upon this very principle.* 

-f- In the 96th and 97th paragraphs of a letter from the honourable Court of Eafl. 
India Direftors to the Prefident and Council at Bengal, dated the 19th February *766, 
arc the following words. • 

“ We have Irequtaitly reprefented the bad tendency of fending to private perfons ac- 
counts of our aft'airs in India, and forbade fuch prafticcs, parucularly in qur letters to 
“ you under date of the ill April 1760, par. 116; the j9th Feb. 1762, par. 57and 
“ the ill June 1764, par. 48. And as the like notices were communicated tc our other 
“ Prcficicncies, no perfon can wim propriety plead ignorance of them. In order entirely 
“ to put a Hop to thefe prejudicial prafticcs, we now confirm, in the ftrongeft manner, 
the diredlions we have given in our before-mentioned letters; and we enjoin you, our 
“ Prtfidenc and Council, to take care that they arc ftridly carrietl into execution for the 
“ future-, and you arc to make thefe our orders as publicly known as jioflible, that no 

** perfon, in whatever rtation he may be, can have it in his power to plead ignorance.”— 
And the general inftrudtions of the Direftors to their faid Prefident and Council have of 
late years always been, that if any perfon or perfons iliould be guilty of the fmalleft con¬ 
travention of their orders, they were to have the Compat^'sproteiiion withdrawn from them, 
md be fent prifoners' to England. 
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^7^HR paper*s Cfintained in the Appendix are many of them copies 
of very imperfeSi tranfations of treaties^ fuch as are *th the 
pojfejfton of the Eajl hsdia Company^ and being all the work of othersy 
we are not anfwerable for their incorreSlnefs, We have taken the 
liberty of altering the titles of fome of thofe papers, ani fotmtimes 
(f corre&ing the fpelling of proper names arid other tmtranflated Afe- 
atic words, for the writing of which in European charaSiers there 
has been no fettled mode offpelling, every one having written fuch 
words as they ftruck his own ear, or according to his own peculiar 
way of fpelling ; though it muft be confejj'ed the founds of fome Afatic 
letters cannot be expreffed by Eur(^ean charaSiers, T'he want how- 
ever of a competent knowledge in reading and writing the Indian 
languages has been the principal caufe of this'variety of fpelling, and 
has often cccafoned the ufing of wrong words: fuch as Subah, 
which, although^ it means tbe diftriSl ufider a Subfthdar, is not un¬ 
frequent ly, though erroneoujly ufed for the latter word, even by Eaf 
India DireSior's.^ In "quotmg authentic papers, or the writings of 
others^ we have frequently been necejftated to retain the Afatic words*, 
afid in writing them, iti the body of this work, we have e?jdeavoured 
to adhere to* the orthography of the natives where it could be prac- 
tifed', excepting in words now commonly known among us, which 
would thereby be fo difguifed as to become unknmi'n. For example, 
though we have thought proper to write Jaguecr (a penfon) infead 
of Jiighire, Dehly (the capital of Hindofdn) injlead of Delly, we 
have not ventta'-ed to write Ahmedabad fot* Amadavat, the capital 
of Guzerdt, or Sipahy infead xf Seapoy or Sepoy, the words by 
which the Black Infantry are ?iow wiiverfally known. Another 
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reafbn has aijo obliged us to*retain f^vh^al of the Ajiaiic words, as 
j^fed by others. There, are many Jiames ^, partkmarly of the offices of 
g:?vcr^p}ie?it, which cannot be tr jfflat^d into RngUJh without much 
circnmlosution. fubjlitute that Rngtiff'word which appeared 
ncarefl to the Afiatic, would b^c convey mg to. tfe nimd'of the reader 
(I very inadequate idea of the objccl. Such words, therefore, as occur 
m the text uncxplamed, the reader will be pieajed to feek in the, foT 
lovemg Glojfary, whcrci7i we have given fuck expdafuitions, according 
to the Bengal ujage, .as lave bce7i adopted by others,* togethtr with 
ffofne 0/Sdt are Jiew ; and we have alfo accoited the^words, to direSi 
the p7'onu?iciatmi. 

Notwithfamdij. r the ut77iofi attentio7i of the TV" riter tn fupeidn- 
te7idmg thy pt'efs, nui/iy errors have crept in, which he has not had 
m his power to cof'reSi. Some are taken notice of in the fubjohied 
Errata, a7idfuch others, not noticed, as will appear evidently to be 
errors of the prefs, he 7nufl leave to the correBion of the mdulgent 
reader, to wbofc ca7idour he alfo fubf7iits the fnany errors in compo- 
fition which may occur to him : the objeSis of the TVritcr havhig 
beeti G7ily to convey to the reader a knowledge of faSls m plant Engliff, 
as a mercha7it, in the bef 7na?mer the little leifure he k ftiafter of 
would enable hi7ft, atul tv get the work printed off as foon as poffiblc j: 
frotn fuppofeng hidia affairs would, becaufe fieedfhl, become the ob- 
jeSis of natiotial confideration. • 
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' j 4 NNA. The fixtcenth part of a EMpee. 

•^Aumecn. An olTicer employed by the government to infpeft the ftatc of the reve¬ 
nues of any diftridt; a fupervifor. Alfp fometimes an arbitrator, or umpire. 
Aumil. ? An officer inferior to, or under the Aumeen^ employed on the fame burine& 
Aumilddr. S ’ revenues. » ■ 

Awung. • A manufaduring* town, or village. ’ 


• • • 

Bafiydn. See chapter IX. page 83. • 

Bdt/a. I’hc extraordinary allowSnce paid the military when on field-duty. Alfo the 
agio, allowance, or tatc of exchange between rupees of different fpccies. 

Bos.ur. A market —A daily market. , 

Bccck-kcf. The aromatic leaf of a flirub growing like a vine, which is always chewed, 
together with the nut called beetle-nut. It is called Padn by the natives.* 

BtctlMiut. A nut produced by a very tall, (lender, and upright tree: which, with other 
ingredientt*, is conilantly chewed by all ranks of people, from the king'to the 
b.eggar \ iitlbmuoh tiiat it is cftccmcd a neceflary of life. It is called Soopury by the 

ituiives. * . ^ 

Bigu>,i. A jwincefs. Any great man’s wife. Some have crroneoufly tranflated it, queen j 
vdic-vas tile king's lady is called . . 

Pe'-ru>idliz A foot-ibldier, armcil with a matchlock. 

lid.kjhy. Pay-maller of the troops. Allb pay-mafter, in general, for all difhurlcments 
of government. * 

Bufkferrec. . A foot-foldier, armed with fword and taeger, orafpear; generally employed 
as a guard in conducting treafurv; or goods. 

Bunder. A lea-port.—Alio ibffietlmes ufe.i for a cuftonyhoufe. 

Buxkw:dtr. The office of cullcm? at iloogiy. 


c 


Cti/ldty. 



JP^lldry. .Properly Khalldry .—A falt-work; coyimonly called falt-pans. * 

officer apjiAinud by di* ibvercj^rf’nsj-egillcroi' a provincf. J A 

0 >dkey. A Watch-lvjtiie.-^Alfo a plae^ appoinct»F tor thC receipt of cuftoiBS, or dutits.' 

Cbokcyddr. A.\valcluruin.-—Alio the officer of a . ‘ t 

Cboui. A fourth part. , Commonly lifecl for the tribute bf the fourth part of the re¬ 
venues which the Marahtah/i claim fcom many goYcrnments in India. Alio the duty- 
collecftcd upon judicial deeifions in the clitcherry-courts of Hindoftan. 

Choutarry, A Bengal corruption of Chout. * • 

Cbou'dry. A chief-of lami-holders, or farmers. Profjcrly lie is above the Zemindar in. 
rapk: but ajccording to.pKcfent tllage in Btngal,, he is, deemed dst nett in tank tet 
ifthc Zmii'.ddr. • 

Cho^vdrauy. Properly Cbowdrdyet. The jurifdidfion of a Oeowdry. 

Cbubddr. A Ifafr-bearer. A necelfary attendant in the train of a ^reat man, who pro¬ 
claims the approach of vifitors, &c. He generally carries a large, filver ftaif' of• 
about (five feet long in hi.s hands : and among the Nabobs he proclaims their praifes 
aloud as he runs before their palanqucens. 

Cbcuklah. An afl'emblage of the Imaller divifions of a province, gencftlly the jurifdic- 
tion of a Fowzdar. ^ 

Cbundm. Lime made of fliells, or {tones. Such as the natives eat with their beetle, is 
made of the former. 

Cooley. A porter, or labourer of any kind. 

Cowry. A fmall Ihell, which pafles for money, of which, from 4000 to 4800, go to a 
rupee. The chcapnefs of provilions in Bengal makes it convenient to have to very 
low a medium for dealings among the poor. 

Crore of Rupees. One hundred lacks. ’ 

Lroory. Properly Kdrooree. An officer who collefts the revenues under'a lord-lieutenant 
of a province; fdr which he makes himfelf relponfible^ in conlideration of a com- 
miffion of 2 or 3 per cent. 

Cnffore. The allowance, or agio upon the exchange of rupees, in contradiftindlion to 
Batta. Batta is properly the fum deducted, and Cujfere the fum added. 

^teberry. A court of julUce. Allb an office into which the renta are delivered j or for 
the tranfa£lion of any other public bulinefs. , 

Cutwdl. An officer who in all cities has the care of puniihing thiefres; thofe who drink 
or fell intoxicating liquors and keep diforderly houfes} and who takes cognizance of 
fuch other matters as are not of confcquencc enough to be brought before thcFowzdar, 


Dddney. The money paid in advance to a merchant, or manufa£turer, on a. contraA foe 
goods. 

DatSi. A broker. 

Daroga. An overfeer. 

Dawk. Poftmen ftationed at ftages, of about 10 miles difVance from one another, for 
the conveying of letters. 

Dufter Kbdna. An office for keeping the government-accounts. In common ufage, any 
office or counting-houfe. 

Durbar. 'I'he court of a Mogul, Nabob, or any great man. Sometimes it means the 
palace, and fometimes the levee only. » 

Duftore. A cuftomary allowance. In Bengal generally underHood to be that which the 
Banyan receives on all fales and purchafes. 


Dujluck. 
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A paffport, perftit, or ordCT. In the Englifh C<Mnpany*s affairs it generally 
means the permit under their broaS feal, which excmpts’goods from die paymm? 
of duties. ■ 

E ‘ 

Emm. A gift frorfi a. fuperior to all inferior. ^ 

Etmaum. A divifion of a province under the fupenntendency of an Etnummi&r. 

Eimaumddr. A land-holder, or fnperintendant of th^ teVeaues of a fmall divilion of a 
province, called Etmaum., 

F 

. rnFirmaun. A grant, order, decree, or command of thJ emperor. In Bengal, it is 
commonly ufed for jhe patent of the Emperor Furrukhleer, granting to the J^gli fh 
a liberty of trading duty-free. 

Fowzddr. An officer in all great cities, who has charge of tlie police, and takes cog¬ 
nizance of/all criminal matters. Sometimes it is one who receives the rents from 
the Zemindars, and accounts with the government for them. The diftrid; of lands 
under his^urifdidtiOT, or luperintcndency in fuch cafe, is called a CbUcklab. 

G 

Ghat. An entrance into a country over mountains, or through any difficult pafl(age.>-» 
Alfo a landing place on a river fide,—particularly where duties are collected. 

Gbdtbarry. A tax upon boats, collefted at the Ghats or Cbokeys. 

Gdlab. A warehoufe, of which the walls are gmeraily railed of mud and thatched^ 
for keeping grain, fait, See. 

Gomdftah. An agent. In Bengal it is generally underftood to be thofc who arefent, oil 
monthly wages, into the country to purchafe goods. 

Gunge. A granary, or market for grain. • • 

Guzerbaiin: An officer wi}0 colletfb duties on the high roads and at tlic ferries. 

• 

• • H . • 

Hackeree. A fpecies of cjrt, dnawr^byoxen. 

Hagee. One who has jierformed the pilgrimage to Mecca, which every true Mahomedan 
tliinks himfelf bound to do*once in his life, 

Haut. A market kept oh ftated d^s. 

Havalddr. A fubaltsrn officer of (eapoys, of the rank of a ferjeant. 

Higera. The flight of Mahomed from Mecca, from which the Mahomedan ^ra 
commences. , It begills the i6th July, A. D. 622. 

Ilujbulhookum. An official confirmation, under the fcal of the vizier, enforcing obedience 
to the Emperor’s Firmaun, 

Uuzzoor. The prefence.—Applied, by way of eminence, to the Mogul’s court. Ac¬ 
cording to polite ufage it is now applied to the prefence of every Nabob, or great 
man. 

Huzzoor Nevees. The fecretary who refides at court, and keeps copies of all Fir matins^ 
records, or letters. • 

I 

hnaum. An ordinary prieft. 

JJldm. The true faith, accoixling fo Mahomedans, 

Jogueer. Any penfion from the Grand Mogul, or King of Dehly j generally fuch as arc 
afljgnc*d tor military fervices. 

c a * Jaguurdar. ^ 
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'Jagtieerddr. Tlie “holder, or pofleflbr of a Jaguar, It corpus from three Perfian >vt)rds'* 
.^(7, a place j ■gueriffuHt to takc^ and dafitttni to hold : qtifiji a placeJioklerf or pen- 
BonCr. In the times,of the Mogul empirc\/all the great officers of the court, called 
* OnrrfibSt were allowed Jagmers^ cither in lands Of which they colleftcd the revenues, 
or affignments*upon the revenues for fpecifiedfums, payable by^tlie lord lieutenant 
of a province.: which fums wer; for their maint1‘nrfncc, and the fuppoi t (*f fucli 
•troops as they werfe necefljitated to bring into the field when demanded by the Em¬ 
peror, as the condition of their Jagueers, whichwere always revokable at pleafure. 
^iiimdcir. An officer of horfe, or foot.—Alfo the head,* or fuperintendant of the Pro/w 
in the Sewdurj^f or train of any great man. >• 

K ; . . . 

Kdzy. A Mahomedanjudge, or magiftrate; appointed to adfnihiftcr juftice according^ 
to their written law but particularly in matters relative m jfjarriageff, the fates of 
houles,. and tranfgrcffions of the Koran.— He attefts or authenticates writings, 
whiclj under hi.s leal are admitted as tiic originals, in proof. 

Kiftbtindee. An account agree<l to of payments to he made at ftated times,, in difeharge 
of a fpecified fum. 

Kbdlfah. Belonging to the Iving. ■ 

Kbdlfab-l-jXnAs. Crown land.s. 

Kbulfab Sbereef. The officc in which the king’s accounts were palled* 

L 

Lack af Rupees. Gne hundred thoufand rupees which fuppofing them ftandard, or 
/tccasy at two lliillings and fixpence, amounts to 12,5001. fterling, 

M’ 

Mahal. A name’given to fcvery fund producing any particular revenue, or duty; as the 
fait or nimuck-mabdl is that on which arilc the duties on faJt. * 

Mdngon. An impofition colleAed by the officers of the Cbdkeys and Ghats, as a per- 
quifite for themfelves, oc tlie Zeminddrs.' * 

Maund. A variable weight. In Bengal from 72 to 80 Ib. * 

Mohur. A feal.-—Alfo a gold rupee. .. * 

Mdhuree. Any writer, or under clerk among the natives in’ Bengal. 

Molungtice. A worker of fait, a falc-hiaker. “ ^ 

Mootecopbil. An officer who examines accounts, and puts his leal on them, when palled. 

in the fubordinate cutcherries, before they are fent to court. 

Mouza. A parifli.—Sometimes a hamlet only. 

Muckaudum. A fuperior officer of the revenues in a village; the liime as Cho-vodry. 
Mufty. A high prieft. It fignifies properly, interpreter of the law. —He is under the 
• Kdzy. 

Midkih. A MahoiTjedan judge.—An interpreter of tlie Koran. Likewife a fchool- 
mailer. 

Mdnjhy. A fccretary for the Perfian language. 

Mtinfub. A title, of tlignity ; poll, or office. 

Mufnud. An elevated place of dillinclion in the Durbar for the prince to fit on. A 
throne. 

Mutebulcab. An obligatory, or penalty-bond, genemlly taken from inferiors by an adl 
of compulfion. 

Mutfeddee. . A general name for aif officers employed in taking the accounts of the Subah, 
or government; it is alfo uled for the clerks of any great man* 

a NabSb^ 
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VaUh, Properly liavdb the |5lural of Natb. As ufed in Bengal, it is the* dime as 
Nazim. It is a title alfo givep tC -the wiv^s and daughters of princes, as’ well as to 
the princes tlicnifclvcs. . * , ' j • 

Naib. A deputy. . . , . 

Nancar. An allowance in an aflignment uj)on the revenues, or the lands themfelves^ 
originally given as charity for the relief ot the poo- j but generally taken by the rich. 

Nazim. The lord lieutenant, vice-roy, or governor oFa province : the fame as Subabddr^ 
or Nabob. 

Nedbut. The port;, office, or jurifdiftionof ^Naib, or deputy. , 

Nizdmut. The port, office, or jurifdidtion of a Nazim, or vice roy of a province. 

Nuzzer. 7 A prefect, or ofiering from an inferior to a fuperior. In Hindoftan no- 

Nuzzerdnab. J man ever approaches his fuperior for the firft time on bufinefs, without 
an offering, of at leaft a gold or filver rupee in his right hand; which if not taken, 
it is efteomed a mark of disfavour. Nuzzerdnab is alfo ufed for the fum paid to 
the government, as an acknowledgment for 9 , grant of lands, or any public dfficc; 

O 

Ohdahddr. An officer of the revenues, the rtime .“is Croery. 

Omrab. A man of the firft rank in the Mogul empire, A nobleman. It is the plural of 
of the Arabic Ameer, 

• j. 

F 

Padjhab, Emperor. King. 

Palanqueen. A vehicle carried on men’s flioulders, commonly ufed for riding in.’ They 
are of two forts, one for fitting in like a fedan, and the other containing a bed, ou 
which the perfon extends himfclf at full length. 

Peon. ‘A fooc-lbldicr, armed with fword and target. In common ufo it is a footm.'in fo 
armed, employed to run before a Falanquecn.-~Piaddb is the proper word, from 
which Peon is a corruption. 

Pergunnah. The lirgeft I'ubdivifion of a province, whereof the revenues are brought 
to one particular Head-Cutemrry, from whence the accounts arid ciiffi are tranfmitted 
to the general Cuteberry of the province. 

Perwdnab. An ord'^r, warrant, grant, or even a letter from a fuperior to a dependent. 

Pejbcujo. A fine, tribute, or quit-rent paid to government, as an acknowledgment for 
any tenure. 

Poddr. A mont.’y-changcr, or teller, under a Shroff. 

Pykdr. A broker, inferior to thofe calletl Dalidls, who tranfafts the bufinefs at firft Iiand 
with the manufii^turcr, and fomeiiincs carries goods about for file. 

Pyke. A watchihan employed as a guard at night. Likewife a footman, or runner, on 
bufinefs of the lands. They arc gent rally armed with a fpear, 

» 

R 

Rahaddr. An officer who has charge of the higliways, the examination of pafiengers, 
and the cvllecflion of curtoms where any arc there colle<ftcd, 

Recdyab. It is fowrirren in the Company’s I’rcaties, but it fhouldbe Redyab, which is the 
plural of the Arabic Rye^. 

Refaula. A command. A regiment. 

Rowdna, A certificate from the collector of the cuftoms. 


Ruptt, 
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^upce. A filver coin worth about two {hillings anfl fixpence** 

• Ryoi^ A tenant, who is gc/ier^y botli a hulbandbian and m^iufadurer. 


Seapoy. A foldier. ’ This word is generally uied for the Indian infantry difeiplined after 
the European manner. « * • . * • * 

Seer, The fortieth part of a Maund, 

Serai. A building oh the high road, or in large cities,‘erefted for the accommodation of 
travellers. . , 

Sewdttry. The train of attendants who accompany a Nabob, or other great man on the 
road. ’ • ^ . 

Sezawnl. An officer employed at a monthly falary to collet thp revenues. 

Sbab: The king. 

Sbab Alium. The king of the world.—^The title given to the India Company’s Grand 
Mogul, the Prince Ally Gohar, • 

Shafiri. The religious books, or Scriptures of the Brahmins. It is alfo ufed in common for 
any book of Icience. 

Shereef. Noble, or magnificent. 

Shroff. A banker, or money-changer: properly Serdf. 

Sicca. Any new coin. It means Jlampt, or fealed\ but is particularly ufed for the 
ftandard lllver-rupee. 

Siddee. An Arabic title, by which the Abifinians, or Habajhys are always diftinguilheci 
in the courts of Hindoftan; where being in great repute for firmnefs and fidelity, 
they are generally employed as commanders ot forts, or in ports of great trurt. 
Sircar. Any office under the government. It is fometimes ufed for t}« ftate, or go¬ 
vernment itfelf. Likewife a province, or any number of Pergimnahs placed under 
one head in the government-books, for conveniency in keeping accounts. In com¬ 
mon ufage in Bengal, tlw Under-Banydns of European gentlemen are called Sircars. 
Sirdar or Surddr. A chief, leader, or commander. , 

Soontaburddr. An attendant, who carries a filver bludgeon in his hand, of about two 
or three feet long^ and runs before the Paianqueen. He is inferior to the Cheddar j 
the propriety of an Indian Sewaury requiring two, Soontaburddtv for every Chubddr in 
the train. , * 

Subah. The general nanx: of the vice-royfhips, or weatef governments, into which the 
Mogvil empire was divided, confirting or fcvcral provinces. -The jurifdidlion of a 
Subahddr : the fame as Subajhipy Subabddree or Nndmut. , * 

Subabddr. The vice-roy, lord lieutenant, or governor, holding a Siibah ; the fame as 
Nabbby or Nazim. Alfo the black commander of a company of Seapoys. 
Subabddree. 1 * 

Subabddry. > See Subah. 

Subahjhip. j 

Sultdnut. The crown,; throne j empire, or government. 

Sun. The year : thus Sictas of the irt, ad, or 3d Sun^ are the ftandard filver rupees of 
the rft, ad, or 3d year of a prince’s reign •, which is marked on the coin. 

Synnud. A grant, charter, or patent from any great man in authority. 

Sunott. Rupees of old dates, on which a difeount is allowed, are lb called j properly 
it ihould be Sunvi'dt. 


T 

'tagdbey. Money lent to a hufbandmaii at intereft, to enable him to cultivate his land \ 
for paymeh? of which the enfuing crop is bound, 

• 2 Talook 
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Tahdkddry fubdivifioQ of the lands of a Zemndary-^ held by* a ^alookddr. 

Talookdaf. A renter under a Zminddr.,'oi the fubdivifion caUbd Talook, 

Tankfdll. Amint. •,* 

Tama, Afmallfort. • 

Teep. A note of hand. In Bengal particularly ufed for thofe noltcs* given before-hand 
fo« money to; be paid for ferVicies to>be perfornsed. 

TunkBavf. An aflignment of lands, or the revenues of .them, for any pvticular dif> 
burfements, ^r purpofe of go*vemment» 


U 

IJltumgau. An allowance paid from the revenues, as a lar«fs, to religious men, dgdors, 
or profeflbrs of fcKnce, It ihoytd be written jSHtm^au. 

Vakeel. An agent, or charge dee affaires. 

Vizdrut. The poll, or oHice of a vi^er. 


Tefdwul, A ftate-meflenger. 


Y 

*Z 


Zemindar. Literally a land-holder, who is accountable to government for the revenues. 
Zctninddry. The jurildlAion of a Zemindar; the lands held by him. 

Zenana. Belonging to womcnu-^The women’s apartments. The Seraglio. 
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INDIA AFFAIRS. 


CHAP. I. 

1 

INTRODUCTION. 

I N ihe (degrees there arc fcope and encouragement given to indufliy, 
a country will naturally grow populous and wealtliy: but though 
the great objects of nations, as of individuals, are profperity and 
power, th.e means either of acquiring or prelcrving them are not uii- 
ircquently niiftaken. 

Indurtry will ’be belt appijp^^ lo agricuhure, manufa<fi;uring and 
commerce. Of liiela, the two fornier ire mutual fupports of each other ; 
and when made t,o co-opcrat<‘ .icrce and navigation, they, all 

together, will lay<hc moll lafting i’ i.iiations of opulence and might. 

Tliefe arts, v*it!i cllicicnt law- ior mtli'.idual protecliou and due pu- 
nilliment, and an able and upright adminiftradon ofjuftice, if made all 
fully to operate under a wife, moderate, and beneficent government, 
will conllitute what may be called the perfection of human policy; and 
prove equally the fource of abundant wealth, power^ and felicity. * 
Agriculture, fingly, perhaps never did macerially enrich or ftrengthen 
any country; as, in fiich calc, even the commerce and navigation 
ariling from it will be carried on by other nations Manufactories^ 
beyond all other means, ferve to populate and enrich a country: but 


* Sec CoNsiDr.RATioNs on thePoLicr, Commerce, and Circumstahcki of the Kinchom, 
pages pi to 94. Pnntcd for Jlmon in 1771, 
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'vl^U^li^aVe nioft laboriousadd ^catly to«lts flrcngth. Na“ 
•^gationi oil'..V other hand, flrengthcfls more^than it enriches:' and 
•Gofiw;Ticrc* intiVduces* not only abundant wealtb, but likewife* much 
ulcful ^ ^ , / • 

IfTiiuojtan, iVeyVtime immemorial, praftifed agriculture and manu¬ 
facturing in an extraV'dinary tU'greej and they ferveefCo make licr po¬ 
pulous and wealthy alnt«<l: beyond example. But by neglctling foreign 
commerce (lie has continued deficient in l arious kinds of ufeful know¬ 
ledge ; and from her want of many laborious arts,* and not pradifing 
navigation in any confidcKiblc degree, flic never grew fuflicicnily pow'cr- 
ful to be fecure of Iier own defence. , 

Tlic extraordinary religious fuperftitions of the Hindgos, or Gentoos f, 
and the very unlbciable manners that naturally were conlc^iient tlicrc- 
of, proved infuperable bars to their vifiting foreign countries. They 
therefore princijially confined themfclves to agriculture and manufac¬ 
turing, leaving remote commerce and navigation to thofe wlio would 
go and deal with them in their own country: fo that, as hath already 
been obferved, the indiiftry which lb abundantly augmented their 
wealth, did not lerve to increale, in any proportional degree, either 
their general knowledge or national power. 

From very ancient times, we hear much of far-dillant nations going 
to trade with the Indians, but nothing of the people of India ever going 
to trade with them. In like manner, the ivritcrs in remote times make 
frequent mention of the great wealth of the Indians, but lay little of 
their power : nor indeed could tlic latter have ever been very conli- 
derablc, bccaulc \yc know they were e^ly liibdiicd at*dilferent periods 
of time. * , 

Perhaps the principal provinces of Hindollan, wliilc they continued 
unconqncrcd by any foreign power, were never much fariiier united 
than by religion and manners. Their original population, which mull 
have been extfcniely ancient, was manifellly of the pnniiti\e or patri¬ 
archal kind. Communities grew out of families, which continually 
were hranching off; and with but little variation from each other, they 


All fitting employments are apt to debilitate the hitman frame, and thofe which are cxccflivcly 
toilfotne, too fall cxluiill its llrcngth ; but fiich as arc moderately laborious ferve greatly to invigorate 
both the body and mind, as is apparent from the praflicc of hulbandry, navigation, and inoft of the 
handicraft-ai ts ; for they generally make men animated, vigoioiis and robuft. 

•f Gentio is a rovtnguczc woid, meaning, Gentiles, in the Sciiptiual phrafe; by which general 
appellation, they at lirll called all the lutives of India, W’hcthcr Mahomedaiis or Mindoirs. From 
them the Fngiifh Ivave adopted the term Gcnloo ; by which, according to the prefent iifage, tiny ditiin- 
guifli the Hindoos, or followers of Iliimha, from the Mahoutedans, or .Muliulmen, whom they com¬ 
monly, though inipropeily, call Moors, or Moormen. 


lived 
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lived, by fuch iiiles as were pi-tfcribcd by an pri^inal LAwglvfl^, Chiifi. 
or Kajiiii, by whole name each relpccUve country was Ojjldnally kndwn. 
One call, or tribe, were appointed tn inftrucl, ano^er 
rule, and the rell: to fuch profeflious and occupatimjf/as were ufciul and 
neceflary ; in which modes of preicribocl practh,<e, gs fur as they were 
able, they have fince continued to live. 

The Hindoo^, like the Chinele, pretend to the honour of exiflcnce, 
as a nation, for a great abundance of ages before the Chriftian calcula¬ 
tion of tlie commencement of time, or creatibn of the world. But as 
'•every thing which they fay of Inch fuppoled times is confidcred as fa¬ 
bulous, the writers who moll favour their pretcnfioiis to antiquity, are 
not inclined to believe they can have any hillorical accounts of their 
country, to be relied on, fo far backward as five thoufand years. 

The Samferit, or Shanfcrlt a moll noble and ancient, though now 
a dead language, iinderltood only by the Brahmins, has been hitherto 
the impenetrable repolitory of the literary treafures of that order of 
men. Tlicy are known to have many books that treat of religion and 
philolbphy, and it is Ihitl Hkewile of hiflory. Their four books of 
Divine Laws and InltrucBons, called Bhades, are written in poetic 
llanzas ; and they are held fo facred, that no other order of their own. 
people arc permitted to read them, fljiould they be able fo to do. And 

* Rich 

* The curious reader will excufe the following extracts relative to this language from parts of (t 
letter of the father Pons, a French miflionary, written from India in the year 1740, as contained in 
Lfttres Filiiiantcs. Paris tdition, 1743, Vol.^^, pages 221 10232. 

“ l.cs fcicnccs Sc Its beaux arts, qui ont etc cultivc's avee autant de gloire & do fucces p-U Ics 
Grecs & les Romiins, oat fleilri pareillemcnt dans I’Inde ; & toutc I’antiquite rend temoinage au roc- 
rite dcs Gyiniiofophiftes, qui font evidemment Ics Brahmanes, ct fur-tout ceux qui parmi cux renon- 
cent au tnonde, & fc font Saniajji. 

La Gramm lire des Brahmanes peut etre mife au rang dcs plus belles feiences; jamais I’analyfe & lx 
Synthefe oc furenr plus Jitureufcment employees, que dans Icurs ouvrages grammadcaux de la langue 
Samjlret ou Stimfiroutan. II me paroit que cette langue fi admirable par fon h*rmonie, Ibn abon- 
dance, Sc fon cnergie, etoit autrefois la langue vivantc dans Ics Pays habites par les premiers Brah- 
in.ancs. * 

II cfl etoniiant que I’cfprit humain ait pu attcindre a la perfeflion de Part, qui cclatte dans ces 
grammaires : les auteurs y ont reduit par I’analyle la plus riche langue du monde, a un petit 
noinbre d’clcmens primitif-, qu’on pent regarder comme le Caput mortuunt de la langue. Ces elc- 
mt■n.^ ne font par cux-memes d* aucun ufage, ils ne lignifient proprenient rien, ils ont feulcment rap¬ 
port a uiie idee; par cxcmple, Kru a I’idee d’aflion. Les elemcns fecondaircs qui alFe^tcnt le pri- 
mitil, (ont, les tcrmin.aifoiis qui Ic Hxent a ctre nom ou verbe; cclles felon Icfqucllcs il doit fe dedincr^ 
ou conjiigiicr; un certain nombre de fylKtbes a pl.icer entre I’elemcnt primitif & les tetminaifons, 

qiielque^ propofitions. See. -A I’approchc dcs clemcns fccondaircs le primitif ch.inge fouvent de 

lignix ; Kru, par example, devient, felon cc qui hii cA ajoutc, Kar, Kar, Kri, Kir, Ker, &c. La 
fynihefe reanit & combine tons ces cicmens & cii forme une varicte infinie de tcrincs d’ufugc. 

Ce font les regies dc cette union & de cette combinaifon dcs elctncns, que la grammairc enfeigne, 
deforte qu’un limple ceolicr, qui ne f^.turoit ricn que la grammaire, peut en operant felon les regies, 
fur une raeine ou element primitif, en tircr pliifieurs milliers de mots vraiment Samjkrets c’eA cet 
ai t qui a domic Ic uom a la langue, car Samjlret ligiiifie fynthetique ou compose. 

C A » ] Peut* 
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Sijch Is i’l^nuence of^prieftcraft and* liiperftition over their minds, 

’ fhc/ liavc^ij^en made to believe an^ endeavour at the acquilltion of 
g^vould be an uppardodable fin : they therefore never 
icek to .obtain it. x And fliould a Brahinin be known to communicate 
any part of thofc bd^s to men of other tribes, his pitnifliment would 
be immediate excommvnicaLion, or expulfion from his own, which 
would be everlafting degradation and infamy ; punifliments that they 
conlider to be far worle ilian death. ^ 

No ftrongcr f)roof can be fiirniflied of the infuperable difficulties to 
be encountered in fuch an undertaking, than the^fatf, well known in 
India, of an Emperor of HindoAan, the great Akbur, mifearrying in 
an artful endeavour for tliat purpofe *. He Impofed a well-inftruclcd 
youtli on the Brahmins, as an orphan of their tribe, to be educated by 
tiiem, ill order to acquire a knowledge of their fccrets, language, and 
learning ; but his dcligns were all fruftrated. 

Great difficulties inuft occur in all attempts to acquire the Samferit 
language, as well from the great relervc of the Brahmins, as from the 
total want of fiicli books as iiiuA be ncccffiiry for that purpofe ; the 
utinoft of what lias been publiflicd in Europe thereon, extending no 
farther than to the letters of its alphabet t, and their conibiivations. It 
has however often been iindcrt^iken by fcveral Englilh gentlemen, 
though hitherto without fuccefs, from the want of liflficiciit helps. 
During two years refidence at Banaras, tlic writer could find no books 
, in any other language that Would Icrvc in any degree as a medium for 
acquiring it, though there are, in it^very good ones for that purpofe : 
fo that whoever undertakes to learn this language muft frame his own 


Peut-etre que depuis Ic venerable Pere de Nobilibus, il n’y a eu perfonne aflt-z habile dans !e 
Jtret, pour examiner Ics chofes par fiM-nieme. J’ai vu dans un manulent du Pcrc dc Houizcr, t]ue 
daii' certain IV.js dc la Cote dc Malabar, les Gentiles ctdebroicnt Ja delivnircc desjuifs lous Either, 
& qu’ils donnoieiu a cette Fetv Ic notn de Tuia Tirounal, Fete dc Juda. 

l.e feul moycn dc penetrtr dans I’antiquitc Indicnne, furtont tn ce qui concerne 1’hifloirc, e’eft 
d’avoir un praiiJ f^ofu pour cette lliiticc, d'acquerir unc connoiflaiKe paifaite dn Snmjlret, 8c de 
faire des depenfes aufqucllcs il n’y a qii’iin (^rand Prince qui puifle fournir : jufqu’a cc qnc ccs trois 
chofes fc tvouvent reunies 'aiib un nutne fujet, avee la lante necclfaire pour (ontenir I’ctude dans 
I’lfidc, on nc (cam a ricn^ ou prclque licii dc I'hi/loireancieniie dcce vaAc Ro>aunic.” 

It is ourmisfurtunc that we have no Emopcan whaicverv ho hath acquired a knowledge of this ptimi* 
tlvc, noble, and pot haps antediJovian language, fuAicient to read and tranflate (without being expofed to 
the impolitions and i.qiiotancc of tb.c modern Brahmins) ihofc ancient woi ks, which, however blended 
.with fable and luperliition, might feive to throw new and impoitant lights upon aneicn: hiflory an.l 
fcience, and alfo turnifli its with what is much wanted, a true and genn'ine aecount of the ancient 
Hindoos ; lome of whc'fe priiicip'es and do^Viincs ol rilii’.ion, mora'ity, and fcieiice, feem in the re- 
motcA antiquity to have been eagerly adopted by far diAant nations, even liunijajxin and Cliina to 
Egypt and Greece. 

• Dow’s Histokv of Hinpostan. VoI. I. page 2 ei of the DiAertafidn, fiill edition, 
f See Kirc*ier's CiUN.4 Illus ri.ATi. Printed in AaiAudant, i60/. Pages 162, &c. 

* grammar 
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grammar and didlipnary: in-order to e’ffcft which, he 'HillHSe i/cceicr 
fitated firft to learn, as a medium, either the Perfian, or ‘-bne o| 5 ^the n\itny 
dlalcds now ufcd in the different parts of Hindoftin.t' ’of which that of 
Bengal, of all the fouthern provinces df India, is ncy^^fl: to the V’^rfcrit; 
one fourth part of its words, the forms of feverajj^f its letters, and the 
names and order of the whole alphabet’, agree* % esa^lly therewith. As 
fo much time then muft be fpent in the attilinnient of a language not 
requUite for bufinels, there can be little reafon for expecting it will 
ever effed:iially be accompliOied by any one whole great obje^f, from 
going to India, is the acquiiltion of wealth. It is tlierefore an under¬ 
taking that probably never will be properly engaged in, unlcls by the 
edcourageraent" of fbme government, or great feminary of learning : 
and as it r’:ight prove the means of making many difeoveries that at 
Icail; would be curious, it lliould be thought deferving of tlic patronage 
of the favourers of Iciencc. 

The molt ancient hiflorical account we have of tliC' Hindoos is front 
the tranllation of a poem from the Samferit into the Pcrlian language r 
and perhaps they h'ave few other kinds of very ancient records of their 
country, than vcrlilications of old but very current traditions of tranf- 
attions, by men like the ancient Welch, Irilli, Highland, or Englifll 
bards, who have generally every where been the hilloriographers of rude 
ages ; for ewen Homer was no morife. Farther literary treafures, there¬ 
fore, of very ancient times of this at leaft, or perhaps any other kind, 
may not be in the polfclTion of the Brahmins; and indeed were there 
others, they mi^ht be matters more of curiolity than utility. But there 
may be fome oi: later times g-’^.'^tly more important, as that tribe of In¬ 
dians, if not generally learned, have at lealt been always ftudions. 

The Enalllh'natioii know little more of their anceftors in the times of 

Cl 

tlic Druids than’what has been learned from fueh other nations as Iiap- 
pened then to' be more enlightened. Yet the Druids, like the ancient 
Brahmins, were priells and philolbphers ; between whom there was a 
fimilarity in manners and practice, both orders being lecret, myfferious, 
and rclcrved, how widely foever they might difler in their prin- 
cijdcs of religion. The Brahmins however allert, and with fbme ap*- 
pearance of reafon, that the lawgivers of odier nations have borrowed 
from the inllitutes of Brimha, as they judge from what they have fecii 
of the Mahomedans and Jews, and probably from what they may liave 
heard of the Heathens ^ and Roman Catholics.. 


• The Hindoos pay a kind of divine honours to fuch perfons as were diflinguifiicd by extraor fii’ary 
merits: which were really the Heathen motives.for many deifications, and are pierendcd fo to be for 
tnoA Popifli canonizations. < 

Coiiceroing 
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y CencHihihj^ die hiftorics whkii we hitherto been f'U’niftied with 
opijfinclof^n, vyitlii truth be Ihkk that they h.i'<• not been pro¬ 

perly'©f the Hii^^o nations or people, i^-it of llich tin eign invaders as 

ruled ofer them. The ancient Rajahs were 
probably Sovercigbs\.;f the tcveral provinces, or tlii.ai<n:s gf b*Jia, being 
lords of the foil, waiTio'tv''s by ptlifefllon, and ot t s-urfe protectors from 
intercll:; and their goverh.ueiit being on the arbitrary principles of 
parental defpotifm, they were never oppoted, but from the irretitlible 
impulle of nature to witiilland intollerable OpprelTion ; beyond which 
the people of India do not appear, from their practice, to have ever had 
any idea of public right or liberty. ’ 

It is natural to fuppofe, in the progrefs of ages, that Rajahs, Ilfce 
all other Sovereigns, became infected with ambition, whcn-^iifputc.s led 
to conquefls, by wliich fway grew extended: fo that there miglit have 
been temporary power acquired tliat was even enormous. But })ro- 
bablv there never was a native government of all Hindollan : nor in- 
deed has tlierc lincc been entirely Rich of any race of invaders who 
cllabllflicd thcmlclvcs at DchJy. 

Some of the provinces of India were long tributary to the Perllans ; 
as they afterwards were to the Afgan, or Patau Tartars, whofe icat of 
government was Ghilni, in the mountainous country bctivecu Pcrlia 
aaid IlindoRan; from whence tliey made frequent inroads into the 
nearell Indian provinces, to plunder and iinpofe tributes, till the be¬ 
ginning olTlie fourteenth century, when they ellabliflicd thcnifelves at 
Dehly. Of this Tartar government it may be faid, as of the race of 
Tamerlane which lliccccdcd* it in Hindoft^i, that it never was complete 
over the whole country; was freiiucntl) refifted evcA by tributary RI- 
jahs, and fometimes dilinembered of its principal provinces. 

We fhall enlarge nr farther here on the ancient flafc of Hindoflan, 
than Jufl to obferve, tliat among the defeendants of Shorn, named in 
the tenth chapter of Genefis, tlierc is mention made of an Ophir in 
the fourth generation ; who j;robably gave his name to tiic place from 
whence Solomon afterwards obtained his large returns of gokP^'. All 
thofe •generations from Sliem, mentioned by Moles, are laid by him to 

• 

• S>tnc learned writers have conjeflured the ancient Ophir to have been the port which in later 
ages has been called Solala, fituated on the continent of Africa, oppofitc to Madagafcar ; but that 
port*is not caftwarcl t)f the country which was firR peopled after ilie flood. It may ncjt tiicn be 
thought prefnmptuoiis to hazard fo contrary an opinion, as to fuppofe the ifland of Sum,.'fa was the 
place to which Solomon’s fleet failed ; as ihcie is a mountain on llic noiiii end of it whkh is to this 
day called Ophir, where much gold ever haj been and is yet foimd ; the diflancc of which likewife 
better agrees with the time Solomc^ri’s fleets took to perform thole voyages in, than by fuppoliug 
tlicin to have gone np fartiicr than to bofala. 
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have *170611 peoplers of coiintHc^ in tlic eaftern parts* 
which, even accorciing to the Jewifli and Clwift^in fyftcms, makes Jhc 
population of thole regions extremely ancient, though infinitely ^Ihort 
of tlie fabulous ages (lippoled by,the Ifindoos. ^ 

In our next chapter, by the help of better ligly*!! ^Vc fliall treat with 
more certainty" of ^;|ie affairs of Hindoftan, wK/c under the dominion 
of the Moguls ; and then proceed in our o:/nlidcrations to the prefent 
Hate of the Dcngal provinces, which have for fomc time been a part of 
t!ic Britifli territories. 

But many having of late perfiiadcd tlie public to believe, that wc 
may feciirely rely on tlic pafiive and refigned difpofition of the natives 
of the acquired countries, and the timid difpofition of Indians in ge¬ 
neral for our fccurc pofleilion of thofc provinces, it may be nccefiary 
in this place to flicw fucli opinions to be erroneous; and that the pre- 
fervation oftlieni inufi. depend more on our wifdom and juflice than 
on our military and maritime power. 

I'herc can be no juft grounds for our fuppofing there have not at all 
times been people of valour iu Judin. It is at this time well known, 
tliat many of the Indian powers have large and wcll-difciplined native 
armies of both horfe and foot. • So Ukewife the feapoys in the fervice of 
the Engli'li Eafl: India Company are brave, well-trained, and able-bo¬ 
died men. Perhaps no people have more diftinguiflied themfclves by 
fortitude and rcfblution, in a variety of fufferings, than the Eaft In¬ 
dians. The feverities of their voluntary religious penances arc almoft 
incrccllblo. They have frequently fubmitted to be maimed, nay would 
often die under corture, rathcr,;han difeover concealed wealth, to the 
ruin of their families. Even their very women, who live fequeftered 
from the world, and of courle arc unexperienced in liich difficulties and 
misfortunes as ferve to fortify the mind and heart, or fiich diflrefles as 
will render life,irkfoine, or impel to defperation, often manifefl; fiich 
fortitude as amazes Europeans but to hear of, in the horrid deaths 
which vliey vcluntarily brave, of burning alive with the dead bodies of 
their hulbands in funeral fires. 

There are fcveral nations in India, now living under diftinft govern¬ 
ments of their own, who never were fubdued by the Moguls, though 
indeed niofl of them at times have been their tributaries. I'hey, how¬ 
ever, were never able to make the Marahtahs either their fubjeds or* 
tributaries. 

Thefe people arc governed by an ariftocracy of Rajahs of the Hiu- 
doo religion, who for many ages have done more than defend tlicm- 
felves, for they have inipofed tributes on inofl: of ihcir neighbours ; and. 

at 
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nbliged the«famous,Mogul Aurengiiebe to filbmit to 
; inorthyiiig and difliopourable terms*of paying them a Chout^, or 
iiindV'J tribute of tlie fourth part of the revenues of the Deckhtfn ; fo 
tluu^' nwght he {;^d, the < nipcror, thereby not only acknowledged their 
indcpenclcncy of* iVpleU', but likewifc their joint right of fovercignty 
with him over ihoie pXjyinccs that produced the revenud^ out of which 
the Chout was paid. 

This Choutt or tribute was continued to be received by the Marahtahs 
from the Mogul even long aftti i!\( ^ cvenucf ol the Deckhan provinces 
had ceafed to be paid irtto tlie royal t tivafury at Dehly: for in the 
year ! 1740, when the deputii s of the S.djoo R-aja)i (King of Sitdrah) 
arrived as ufual at Dchly to receive tlic Chouty they were told by the 
Mogurs miniftry, “ That Nader Shah had lately fo exhauiled the trea- 
fuiy, that the Emperor was rendered utterly incapable'^f iatisfying 
their demands, the more clpecially as the revenues of the Bengal 
provinces had been withheld from llte year 173S by the rebellion of 
/Jllavcrd'j Khavniy who, in conjunflion with his brother Hajcc Nbmcdy 
Iiad ufurped the government of that fnbahtlary ; they rcquelling at 
the lame time, that the deputies would entreat tlicir mailer, in the 
Emperor’s name, to lend an army of fullicicnt force to c\ad ilic 
“ amount of the Chotit that was due to them, and allb to take tlu IxM.ck 
** oC All aver d'j and his brother, avd rcllorc the family of Sujali Kfawn 
“ to the lubahfliip ; as the cliftradled ftate of the empire put it (..it ol 
** his power to fend a force llrong enough to reduce the two rebels.” 

Thus power was given to the Marahtahs by a real Mogul, uj)on the 
lofs of the Dcckhan, to levy their tril^vj^ on the Bengal provinces, in 
lieu of what they had received as their Chout froiq the Deckhan reve¬ 
nues. But the truth was, the revenues of both Siibahs were alike lolL 
to the Mogul; fo that his minifters may be fuppofed to have given Inch 
an anfwer merely to get idd of a troublcTome demand, though even 
made without*jufl:ice. However, the Marahtahs accepted of the tranl- 
ferred pledge, with the fcrvice annexed to it, whi''h had the appearance 
of giving them likewile a new title to their Chout ; and they accordingly 
piw^ccdcd to aft from Jiolc powers for both purpofes. Aii army of 
eighty thoufand hdrfc was expeditioufly lent by them into the Bengal 
provinces, under the command of Bojkhar Pundit, who, after explain¬ 
ing the nature of his powers |, demanded of the ufurper, All aver d'j 
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• Holwell’s Historical Events, Tart I. pages 104—107. 
^ iMiO. pages 108 and 109. il Ibid, page 113. 


I Ibid, page 108. 
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Khawn* ** Three years arrears ofithe Chout^ the treafures of ttic tvvxjiate 
“ SubMiddrs, and tha’t in future an officer of their own (hould have a 
“ feat in every cutcherry throqghout the provinces, to collet -the 

fourth part of the revenues on tljeir behalf.” 

Thefe demands being rrfiifed with extreme indign;ition, preparations 
were of coiirfc ihacld for a decifion by arms. Tl]f- firlt, confcquencc of 
which was, that Allcivcrd^ foiiild himfelf in Ih dangerous a lituation, 
as, with twenty-live thoufand Patan and Bengal foldiers, to be ncceffi- 
tated to force his way delpcrately through the whole Marahtali ai*my, 
tf^uid make a lighting retreat from Biirdwaii to the oppolifo fide of the 
river at Cutwah; which he effected in three days, with the lofs of all 
his men, except fiyc-and-twenty hundred Patens and fifteen iiundrcd of 
his Bengal fofces. 

During the continuation of this war, which was to the latter end of 
the year 1747, one of the brothers, Hajee Ahmed, was put to death in 
a very cruel and ignominious manner. The other, Allaverdy Khawn^ 
tlioiigli not iiniiiccelsfnl in the field, after performing many extraordi- 
narv exploit ;, li oin innncnlc profuflons of blood and trealiire, found it 
jiceefiary to j)urchalc peace of the Marahtahs with the ceffion of Cut- 
Jack, ill cl the payment of an annual C/jour of* twelve lacks of rupees. 

The Englilh Eall India Company have fincc got poffellion of Bengal, 
Bahar, and lb much of Oriffa as had,been preferved by the latter Na¬ 
bobs ; and tlierc have been ncgociations entered into by tlieir fervants 
with tljc Marahtah Rajahs, particularly Janoogee and Ragoonaut Row, 
concerning the Choiit) the latter of whom, th^Court of Dirertors were 
informed from their Prefident and., Council in^Beiigal,^ under date of 
the 5th January 176^, had afienibled an army at Bcrar; and, by dil- 
patches of the a9th of the following month they were farther advifed, 
that The Prefidept, finee Mahomed Reza Khawn*s arrival in Calcutta, 
“ had, in conjundion with that minifter, had feveral conferences with 
“ the Marahtah Vakeel on the fubjccl, who affured them; that his 
** mailer would not lillen to any accommodation for the cellion of Cut- 
“ tack and confidcralion for the Cbout, on any other terms than the 
“ annual jiaymcnt of'l'JLxteen lacks of rupees^ to be accounted for fro\n 
“ ihc time the Company took charge of the Deivannec of* thole provinces, 
“ and the fclctd Committee on their behalf, to be'guarantees for the Na- 
“ bob'*s faithfid performance of the treaty. In fupport of the propriety 
** of thefe demands, he recited the promifo made to his inafter by Mr. 

* Otic hundred and fifty thonfand pounds flerling. 
t Two hundred thoufand pounds llcrling, 

[ B ] 
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' *• ■^'anfittslrfc, in the year 1763, of facing all arre*ars of the Chout, on 
condition that hg did not join hls/orces to.tlie troops of tl^^Nabdb 
“* €ofim All'j Kha-wn ; and laid much.ftreft upon the afl'urancc given 
him hy Lord Clive, that whenewr the treaty iltould be concluded 
** 'with them, *the annual fum Jlipulatedfor Jhottld commence^ from the time 
the Compan'j •were^'invefted *ujith the Dewannee of the provinces. After 
** many debates the V^iikeel confented, wth afliirances of his mafter*s 
“ concurrence allb, that the rents which ha'\{;e been coHcdled in OrilTIi 
** during the ^above period fliould be feb againft the annual arrears 
** which he demanded. 

** By llich an agreement,” (proceed the Governor and Council) 
“ and a proper examination of their accounts, the arrears will be con- 
“ lidcrably climiniflicd; and although we muft expe<?l:^ ,from the di- 
** ftra<fted Hate of the Marahtah government, that tliey have not col- 
“ leflcd tlie whole amount of the revenues of that province, yet we 
“ have reafon to believe, that under your government, and the imme- 
“ diate inlpc(Jtion of your fervants, they may in time amount to, if 
“ not exceed the annual tribute demanded. 


** As this was a matter which we deemed of the higheft importance, 
** fo it has engaged our moll ferious attention: when wc conllder the 
“ many benefits which mull naturally rellilt from thus uniting the Com- 
“ panfs territories on the coaji with your valuable pojfejfions in Bengal, 
** a Hep which will complete the chain of your influence and dominions, 
“ from the hanks of the Caramnajfa to the farthefl extremity of the coafl of 
** Choromandel, a mcalure that muft tend fo greatly to the prelervation 
“ of both fettlements, by the mutuej^jupport which* at all times it will 
“ enable them to give to each other ; the removing at once every pre- 
tence of the Marahtahs for difturbing the peace and tranquillity of 
“ thefe provinces, and the (hock it will give to., their ftrength and 
“ power, whenever it may be found neceflary to feparate lb principal 
a member as janoogee s who, during the whole courfe of his nego- 
** ciations, has exprefted an earneft dclire lO enter into an olFenlive 
and defenlive alliance with us: all thele conlidcrations having been 
**, attentively weighed and debated in Committee, we refolved to ac^ 
“ quiefee in the propofals of the Vakeel, and to bring the treaty to aS 
“ Ipeedy a conelufiou as polfible : the Prefident has accordingly figni- 
“ lied our aflcnt in a letter to Janoogee, and has requefted of the Na- 
bob to agree to it on his part.'' 

Thus we lee negociations were long ago on the carpet between the 
Marahtahs and th.e Englilh Eaft India Company, not only for the re- 
cftablifliment of their Chout, or tribute, but even for the payment of 
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arrears from the time tff our acquiring thofe territories. What has been 
farther cfone in tbefe matters we pretend not to (^y*; but we know it is 
faid in India, and has been'written, from thence hither, that there 
are important points which the Marabtahs Isave in. viewand thai the'^ 
will perfevere in ffse purfuit of them. , 

The Marahtalis arc in polTeifioii of a very extenfiv'e country, and 
their hufl>andmen and nianufaidlarcrs are on tficir military, qr rather 
niilitia-eftablifliment. * Bcing^all bred to arms, and heretofore entirely 
cavalry, they are enterprifing from long prariice, and «ver ready to 
march out of their country to ravage‘the territories of, or impole 
tributes on their neighbours, or for any other pqrpofe. Being fero- 
^ cious and rapacious, they are naturally cruel; infomuch that they 
maim * and murder as well as {{3oiI, and often torture to extort difeo- 
verics, when they think treafures arc concealed. 

It has already been fliewn they long ago were very formidable; but 
they are grown much more fo of late. In their expedition already 
mentioned againft yillaverdy Kbawn, in the year 1742,. they almoll 
inflantly marched an army of f eighty thouland horfe into the Bengal 
provinces; the remains ojf which being neceflitated to retire the next 
year into their own country, two more armies, each of t fixty thou- 
fand horfe, were dircilly fent on the fame fervice ; and their point was 
at laft carried. ’ What they have long proved themielves by practice, 
they are now univerfally acknowledged to be, by far the moil powerful 
of all the Hindoo natibns. They have fliewn they are greatly an over¬ 
match for Hydcr AJly ; and as of lafe years they have been forming an 
infantry, which muft^be a regular' force, fliould they make it but to¬ 
lerably numerous and well difeiplined, they will be loon able at any 
time to fvvell their ’numbers to what degree they pleafe, as there are || 
liijjpolcd to-be no lefs than one fourth part of the natives of HindoMn, 
taking the country throughout, that are foldiers of fortune; who, 
from ill pay and difeontent, will be ever ready to join tlicm in any 
undertaking § from whicli advantage can be hoped; fo that a great mi¬ 
litary power in India may at any time be loon formed : it fliould there- 

• 

t 

* See Holwell’s Historical Events, Parti, pages 134 and 135. 
t Ibid, page 110. 
t Ibid. p.igc 136. 

H Dow’s Hindostan, Vol. II. page 40?., fecond edition. . ^ > 

§ This hath been the real cafe for ages paft, whenever the Marahtahs made fudden expeditions for 
plunder. It appears by no means improbable, that the very terms now in general ufe, of Marauder 
and Marauding, are derived from the Marahlah name, as they areexpreffivc of Marahtah prafticc; 
cfpecially as the Portugueze grofs term of reproach, Marota, which may be conflrued to mean a 
liurdy, dcfpcraie vagrant, appears to have been an early corrupt importation from the coaft of 
Mabbar. l 
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‘ fore be hoped, that th^ ruling powers'in this ktifgdoin will be, always 
greatly on their guard, left an ignorant or iniquitous adniiniftfation of 
power in India fliould'facrifice^advantages that may be but ill eftimated 
at prelent hero, but which might be foon made of the utmott import¬ 
ance to the ftate. , • * 

No rational doubt c^n be entertained, from the plunders and mi- 
feries which they have experienced from frequent changes of mafters^ 
and the entire want of legal protc<ftion an^ juftice', but that all the moft 
valuable people in the‘Bengal provinces, who arc the hufbandmen and 
manufa<n;urcrs, would quietly fubmit to any government that had but 
the virtue to treat them with humanity, and patiently labour on, lb 
long as they find thenilelves able by their induftry to iubfift. But when¬ 
ever that end can bo no longer obtainable by fuch means, they nmft 
and certainly .will feck refuge from intolerable mifery by any kind of 
defperation. 

The fingle objett which an opprelled people ever have in view, is to 
free tiicmfelves’ by any means from the prefent tyranny which they 
fufier, with tnifting to chance, for whatever may follow: and we lltould 
be extremely weak to fiippofe the people of Bengal can ever want in- 
ftigators to, or fupporters in a revolt. Tlrofe pofi'elllons arc envied 
Great Britain alike by the powers of Europe and Alia ; who will not 
Icruple, cither Icparatcly or conjointly, by any means whatever, to de¬ 
prive her of acquifitioiis of fuch infinite importance. 

Tims evidently doth it ajipear, that there is a native power now in 
India which may be conlidercd as^ great, and at fhis very time ex¬ 
tremely formidable to the Company being mafters of a great part of 
India, and by late acquilition in actual polTellion of the greater part of 
Orifla, which they now hold as a pledge, and which,* to be rc-obtained, 
mull: in effeft be purchafed by the payment of arrears; and the Com¬ 
pany’s fervants mufi likcwifc be fiireties for the payment of an annual 
tribute in future two hundred thoufand founds y only becaufe demanded 
of them by a neighbouring Indian nation. 

Such is the prefent ftate of the Britilli dominions in Bengal, entrufted 
to the care of the; Eaft India Company, whole government there is ren¬ 
dered hateful to the natives by oppreflions, has occalioned defertions of 
many of the people, is in general odious in India, dilgulling to and 
• envied by many of the powers of Europe, and tyrannical in the extreme 
towards their refident fcllow-fubjeifts: from all which circumftances, 
let the impartial and judicious be judges of the degree of fecurity the 
ftate can have in thole pcfiefiions, fliould oppreflive conduft and ill po¬ 
licy be longer fiilfered to prevail. 
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On the MOQUL EMPIRE before the I*NVASI 0 N or 

NADER SHAH. 

T CEMOOR beg, othenvife called Toemoor Lung, or Tamerlane, 
invaded HiiidoR'^n about the 1397th year of Chrift, or the Sooth 
of the Higerah, wliere he was guilty of abundant ravages and murders; 
but foon retired toliis own country, and never vifited India more. 

It was not tiirabout the year 1525, that Baber, one of his delcendants, 
got [)oflelIiv>:i of Dehly, fcated hlinfclf on the throne of HindoA^n, and 
properly eftablilhed the Mogul empire in India ; the duration of which 
has not much exceeded two hundred years, with various degrees of for¬ 
tune, figure, and profperity. 

The principles of the Mogul government were however lb moderate 
and mild, that while the empire did continue to flourifh, it certainly 
mull have been more owing to the prejudices and peculiarities of the 
people, than to any faults in their rulers, that they did not grow power¬ 
ful in proportion to their profperity. As the court of Dehly always ap¬ 
peared ready to give every kind of encouragement to the commercial 
intcrcourles of other nations with the natives of Hindolliin, we may 
rcafonably fuppolh they would have been equally ready to favour any 
commerce, wliich their own fubjeiJIs had difeovered an inclination to 
prolcciite with diftant countries,’ elpecially as all Icniples of a religious 
nature mull have been entirely out of tlic queAion : for the Chriftian 
could not have > been more olfenlive than the Hindoo religion to a Ma- 
homedan government. But indeed it does hot appear, that they ever 
much conccn^ed tliemlclvcs about the religion either of their own In¬ 
dian fuhjccis, or of thofe who traded witli them. All people who went 
to deal in India found welcome and indulgence from the Sovereigns of 
the country: from which pracT:ice we may infer, that they would as 
willingly have encouraged a I’pirit of connnerce as of matiufacfluring, in 
the natives of India; to which they probably ha*d n.ot unfrequently 
been invited by the fovercigns of many other' countries. Such was at 
leaft the cafe with rcljpecl to England; for both Queen Elizabeth and 
her fuccefibr did give them fuch encouragement. And as fiich would 
have been the beft means that could be devifed for eftablifliing in their 
country a maritime power, which muft equally have added to their po¬ 
litical importance and national ftrength, (both of which were always 

favourite 
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lavoVirite objecls to Mahomecj^an govcnirftents) they would from policy 
diave been inclined to favour fuch undertakings. And we may the 
more Vcadily fuppofe them capable of coVflprehcnding a lyflcm of policy 
like'this, as we, know their right ideas* of the advantages refulting from 
manufaefuring induced them to give every encouragement to the prac¬ 
tice, even in fomc* inllances conlidcrably to the Idlening of their own 
revenues by fo doing. . ^ 

Tlie lands of HindoflCtn were principally the propd’ty of the Moguls, 
and alinoit the wjioic of tljeir income aroie from the rents of them ; the 
reft of their revenues conlilHng of little cHe than a few low-rated port 
and inland duties. Yet lb very attentive were they always to the ma- 
niifaduring intcrefl:, and of conrfe to the welfare and profjjcrity of 
their people, that in the profperous times of the Mogul gov'^rnnient the 
rents of their lands were always kept extremely low ; tliough of late 
years the rates * of them may at leall be fuppofed to have doublctl. 
The ancient laws of Hindollan indeed prohibited any advancement of 
the rents of the lands on thofe who really occupied them; nor could 
the agreements I)e violated that iverc made with llicli tenants, fb long 
as they continued tlie regular payment of their rents : which furely may 
be confidered as remarkable inrtances of royal attention to the welfare 
of the ftate, the happinefs and elfeftiial protection of the pco])le, and 
of extraordinary moderation in a government that was defpotic, efpe- 
cially in fo intereftiiig an object as that of the revenue, and even the 
principal part of it; for thofe rents were made to anfwer almoft evciy 
purpole of taxation for fnpporting the eftablifliments of^a Iplendid court 
and great empire.* Such was the wife and benignant internal policy, 
and fuch were the humane and juft laws of the Moguf government. 

By llich judicious regulations, provllions were rendered cheap ; and 
as there were no kinds of burthenfoinc levies on the people ofHin- 
doft'^n, the rates of all labour were confequcntly very lo\t; fo that ma¬ 
nufactures were thereby made fo favourable in prices, that they forced 
their own fale in the remoteft regions of the globe ; which caufed fuch 
treafures to ftream from all quarters into thole countries thwt produced 
them* as kept Hindollin enriched, beyond comparative example in the 
records of time. A quick fuccelfion, however, of rapacious mafters 


* See a Letter from Mr. Sykes to the Select Committep, at Calcutta, N® XXXIX. in 
thtf Appendix, page 140. And likewife Mr. Holwf.i.i.'s Letter to the Board gf Directors 
in London. Dated December 1765. Historicai. Events, Part I. page aza, &c. 

It may be proper juft to mention here what will be enKirgcd on hereafter; that there were two ways 
of paying thofe rents, according to ftipulations. One by a fixed value in money, as rent is now paid 
in this kingdom j the other by a part of the producls of lands, paid in money, according to the rates 
cf the markets when due. 

iince. 
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(ince,* with a total change of^fiolicy and* praftice, have* of latt^yearS 
been rapidly impoveriftiing thofe countries iigajn. 

So likcwifc, in order to encourage the piirchafe of fiich manufactures, 
thole Princes mahifefted equal wjfdom and gencrofity in granting to 
foreign traders their royal firmauns * of exemption from the payment 
of all duties; which was lellening another branch of the revenue, for 
the generous purpoft of promoting public pr^perlty, and the reverie of 
what was ever praCliled jeitlier by ignorance or tyranny. 

It inuft then have been die fault of the Hindoo people, and not of 
, tlieir Mahonicdan government, tliat India did ^lot many ages pall figure 
as much in commer^se abroad as in manufacturing at home; and flic 
would thereby i\ot only have acquired the valuable arts of the weftern 
nations, of^many of which (he is yet much in want, but likewile what 
would have been above all, probably fuch maritime power f as might 
have effectually protected her againft any nation on that clement. 

But 


* Exemp»'iions from fuch duties, to fivotirn beneficial trade that was carried on by foreigners, were 
certainly wife meafliics; as were likewife the fixing of low import-duties on things necefftry or ufe- 
ful; and more cipecially when they ferved to promote a mutual traffic which, upon the whole, had 
been experienced to be extremely profitable. But on the contrary, nothing can be more abfurd than 
to value a trade, however lofing on the balance, for the impoi't-duties, or internal taxes which it is 
made to occafiuu confumers to pay; becaufc direft or indirefl national profit fltould be the only public 
end in view, from either profecuting or encouragingrfuiy kind of foreign commerce. 

Yet it has not bJen uncommon to hear the value of the India trade of this kingdom eftimated by 
the duties and taxes which government has been enabled to levy on fuch commodities, imported from 
Afia to be confuracd in thls^ country; which is judging contrary to every principle of found policy. 
Suppofe, for example, we paid yearly a million balance to India, for tea, cofTce, callicoes, mullins, 
wrought filks, and other articles of luxury which we could well do without, in order to en.ablc go¬ 
vernment annually to rafTc two millions by uxe? on the people; governincnt'would, in fuch cafe, be 
aflnally purchafing thofe p<4wers of mxation at fifty fer cent, lofs to the ftate, befides injuring the in- 
duftry of the nation in an equal degree; for manufailures to anfwer all the purpofes of thofe fo im¬ 
ported, and even coficoi might be produced in the Biitifh dominions. As for tea, we had better 
not cunfume it at all; Ircaufe it is expenfue ip ilie puichafe, and many ways hurtful in its ufe. 
It fhould therefore be thought the reverfe of good policy to encourage unneceffary, or pernicious im-' 
ports, merely for thc^akc of the duties and taxes on them which are by confumers at home; 
bccaufe fo much as the people are able to pay to government might be draw n from tlic’m by means that 
would neither prov^p hurtful to themfclves, or injurious to thefiate. 

Jn like manner, flnce this nation has acquired immenfe territories in India, which muft conftitu- 
tionally be the property of the ftatc, it is Arango policy to fuffor annual revenues of fevcral millions to be 
there tqade fnbfeivicnt to a branch of natiouil trade which is profecuted under a direftion that jpuft 
be incompetent for good government, and is without fufficient power forahe protedtion of extenfive 
dominions. The revenues and prefervatian of laige, populous and .wealthy provinces are now with 
regard to India, the great objedls of this country, and not the concerns of a company of natives and 
foreigners, who arc carrying on a trade that is in many ways hurtful, and may, upon the whole, be lii^- 
wife a lofing one to the kingdom. ^ • 

f Had there been ever any material maritime Arcngth in India, which would really have been con¬ 
trary to the genius of that country, it muA have been impoflibJe for the Portugneze either to have 
acquired or kept poficffion of the territories which they fo long held in Hindofiau; for they were al¬ 
ways in a Aate of relimous war with the natives, and never able to fupport' a confiderable navy. And 
yet, that they did lofe their fuperiotity in Alla at laA, was in no degree owing to any power in the 
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• IJiik entirely did the priticiples gnd manners of the Hindocfs pre¬ 
vent their vifiting fbrelgi\ countries, thaf, not only'all their difta^t nia- 
rhiinp commerce, but*even their traffic W carava 4 is from the back parts 
of their o\vni country, together with ^loit of their coafting, and much 
of their inland trade, were profccuted by foreigners: to which caufes 
mull have been greatly owing their wcakncls in pad times, and their 
prefent miferable rubjugajiion to a body of the trading fiibjcdls of one of 
the moll diftantly-fituated potentates on the globe. Indeed a free in- 
tcrcourfe with remote countries would not htvve lels tended tollrengthen 
them as a niilicdry than U maritime power, becaule all the great im¬ 
provements which, in late ages, have been made, in the art of war, 
were of European invention, as hath likewill* been the^cafe with refpc(Jl 
to other uleful arts. 

To the peculiar religious principles and confeqncnt refervecl manners 
of the people, therefore, may be attributed the continual weakncls of 
Hindollan ; ancl to the excels of their extreme defpotifm has been owing 
the inftability of their governments. Tyranny was never long Iccurc 
in any country but Germany ; and there, hy compa<fl, it has been ren¬ 
dered conftitutional: a confederacy of military delpots having engaged 
to be the fupporters of each other. 

Wealth in other countries is ufually confidcred as the foundation of 
power; but in Hindollan it has proved otherwile : it has there rather 
been the Iburce of weaknefs. The very idea of delpotilin with riches, is 
apt to occalion indolence: and witli great delegated power lervants 
foon grow, to be mailers of thole whom they appear to obey; of which 
the Hiftory of Hiiidollan abounds with, linking examples. But that the 
Mogul empire, in the days of its fplendor, was one of the moll extenlive 
and rich that the world has ever known, was always believed, and of 
late has been made evident by many writers, from’indifputablc au¬ 
thorities. 

The moll, authentic account that has been publiflied of the revenues 
of this empire, while in its llourilhing Hate before the invafion of Nader 
Shah; is of the reign of the Emperor Aurengzebe *, who died in the year 
1707; when the annual revenues are Ipccified to have amounted to 

Indians, but to their fubjugation to Spain, with which nation the Dutch were then dcfperately con¬ 
tending even for exigence as a people. Perhaps the greateli maritime power ever belonging to Hin- 
dq^&n was that ofy^ngria, who {asGrofe informs us in his voyage to India, page 130.) had the pre- 
ftfinption to demand a yearly tribute of twelve lacks of rupees, or an hundred and fifty thoufand 
pounds ftciTing, from the Englhh Company, to let their Ihips pafs unmoleflcd ; and yet wc faw his 
whole power very fpcedily and effcftually deftioycd during the hte war, by Admiral Watfon, with 
but few Ihips. . 

* See Mr. James Fkaser’s History of the MoevL Emperors, page 35. 
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tiurty-fcven millions, feren hundred twenty-four i:lioufand, fix hundred 
and fifccert pounds ftcrliiiif the Subahs, or greater* governments being 
rated as follows. * * , ' • . 


Subahs. 

, prims. 


Pounds ftcriing 

> 

Dehly 

1,221,950,137 


3,*818,594 

3 

6 

Agr.a 

1,146,760,157 


3*583,625 

lo 

0 

Azmeer 



2,038,579 

5 

0 

Illahabad 

456 , 543 > 24*8 

• 

1,426,697 

13 

0 

PJfjij'd) 

826,132,107 


2,581,661 

16 

8 

Alldill, or Owd 

322,527,829 


1,007,274, 

10 

0 

Multiui 

2*14,442,936 


670,134 

3 

6 

Cabool • 

. 161,039,354 


503,248 

0 

0 

Caflimccr 

229,911,397 


718,473 


4 

Gii/enk 

607,849,135 


1,899,529 

3 

6 

-T 5 r’.>, (;a l 

524,636,240 

L.i,639,488 5 0 




Baiia II 

407,161,000 

1,272,378 2 6 






2,911,866 7 6 




Orissa 

142,820,000 

446,312 lo 0 

3,358,178 

17 

6 

Scind 

91,816,810 


286,927 

10 

0 

Dowlatabiid 

03 4,945,100 

• 

3,234,203 

9 

0 

Malva 

403,901,658 


1,262,192 

13 

6 

Bcrar 

614,025,000 


1,918,828 

2 

6 

Khandcifli 

448,630,000 


1,401,969 

0 

a 

Ik-dr 

372,974,370 

• • 

1,165,545 

0 

0 

Hyderabad 

1,113,1360,000 


3,479*^50 

0 

0 

Vizaporc 

1 fOySf^o^yOoo 


3,369,703 

2 

6 

Dams i‘ 

m 

12,071,876,840 

L. Sterling 

37,724,615 

2 

6 


Every pcribii well acquainted with Hindoflun will allow, if tlie above 
fnm found its way into the King’s trcaiiiry at Dehly, that it may, with 
great moderation, be admitted, twice that fum at Icalt ^vas colledled from* 
the tenants, or hulbandmen, as will be made to appear evident to the 


* In the account of the cmbally of Captain William Hawkins to Dehly, it appears the j'early reve¬ 
nue of the Mogul, Shah Sclcem, ton and fucccfl'or of the great Akbur, in the year i6to, was rated 
at Hfty millions ftcriing; and Sir Thomas Jtoe, another of King James’s ambalfadors to the Mogul, 
afterwards confirmed that eftimation; but the provinces which were then poflefled by the Mogul arc 
not enumerared. See Purchas’s Pilgrimes, printed at J^ondon 1625 and 1626. 

t The land revenues were computed at the court of J^ehly by Janas, which arc here reckoned, ac¬ 
cording to Mr. t'rafer, at forty for each ftandard, or fjcca rupee, and each rupee at two fliillings 
and liK pence. 
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reader in a following,chapter, whicif will treat vf the revenues and me¬ 
thods of colledling them in thole countries. * 

. • Mr.'Holwell, formerly Goyernor 6f Bengal allerts, that “ there- 
** venues of the lands arc very nearly in a quadruple proportion to 
the rents of them.” Wp are therefore certalnly»fecnre in eftimating 
them at only lialf tlyt value ; by which calculation we have the funi 
given us of upwards'of levcnty-five millions four hundred thoufand 
pounds fterling, for the annual produce of the farmed lands of the Mo¬ 
gul empire In Hindoifran about the year 1707. 

In further proof of the late grandeur of this empire, it will not* be 
foreign to our purpoll* to put the reader in mind of Ibmc circuinllances, 
as related by others t» attending Nader Shah’s invalion of Dehly about 
the beginning of the year 1739. * * * 

The throne of the then emperor, Mahomed Shah, known through¬ 
out Hindollan by the name of Tiikhte-TnooSy or the Peacock Throne, as 
taken by that invader, was valued at ten crores of rupees, or about 
twelve millions and a half fterling ; which, together with the other re¬ 
galia, treafure, and valuables that Nader and his nobles carried away 
with them, amounted, in the whole, to no lets than from feventy to 
eighty millions fterling. The computation of the damage otherwife 
done to the capital and its inhabitants on this occafion would Icarcely 
be believed, if it was not fo well vouched by Mr. Fr?ifcr in his tranfla- 
tion of Mirza Zuman of Dehly’s very particular journal of tlic trani- 
a^lions of that period, and alfo by the conenrfent teftimonics of many 
reputable pevfons ftill living in HjndoftS.n. , 

The foregoing particulars, it is hoped, will^be deemed fuflicient for 
our prefent purpofe of ftiewing, in a compendious view, what have 
been the revenues and fplendor of this empire, eVen at fo late a period 
of time as hath been mentioned. If any one would wifli to fee a more 
particular account oi the riches and magnificence of the court of Dehly, 
when in its prolperity, let him read the accounts of Monflcur Bernier it, 
who was an eye-witnels of what he relates of Aurengzebe’s court. 

VVith refpccl: to the ftate of juftice in the Hindoo governments, we 
might be indiKred to form the moft romantic notion of it from the inge¬ 
nious performance of the writer before quoted, who, from having been 
many years in the Eaft India Company’s fcrvice, and for fume time tlieir 

• Historical Events, Pmt I. pageziy. 

f See Dow’s Hindostan, the firll edition, page 26 of the ^-Jppendix; and Orme’s Indostan, 
page 23 of tlic Difleilatioii. »See alfo Lettres Edifiantes, Paris edition 1741, Vol. 25, pages 
4 - 44 » 45 ^» &c. 

X VoYACJSs de FRAN501S Bernier, printed at Amjerdam 169;. 
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Governor 111 Bengal, might reafonaj^lybe (lippoled to have Iiacl good in-* 
tclligencc.% Speaking of Biffenporcf the dominioAs of Goi>aiiI Siiig» a 
Rajah to the weft ward or Burdw*^ who was then faid to have prfi- 
ferved tlic aiitient independence of ‘his Country, Mr. Holwell fays * 
** III this diftriifb arp the only veftiges of the beauty, purity, piety', re¬ 
gularity, equity, and ftriiftnefs of the anfiient Hindoftau government. 
“ Here the property as well as* the liberty of th «5 people are inviolate. 
“ Here no robberies arp heard of, either private or public : the traveller, 
either with or without merchandize, on his entering thi^ diftriift, bc- 
“Vomes the immediate care of the government, which allots him guards, 
** without any expence, to conduft him from ftage to ftage; and 
“ thefe are accounfiable for the accommodation of his perfbn and ef* 
*i fe£ls,” &c. 5 cc. 

But whatever may have been tlie ancient ftate of that country, there 
arc others in England who have long refided in many parts of India, 
and do not remember ever to liave feen in any part oiModern Hindojldn, 
which they have traverlcd, lb much as one example of fuch purity of 
manners as this gentleman here mentions; though, fh>m evidence that 
flionld be thought indifputable, it may be admitted, that there is no 
rcalbn to think the natives of Hindoftau have not in former times been 
as virtuous and happy as any people whomfoever. 

With regard tp later times, another modern writer on this fubjeiJl:, 
alRires us f, that the laws of Hindoftau were wilely inftituted as bar- 
“ riers againft opprclficjn, and continued in force until the invafion of 
“ Nader Shah ; till when there was fcarce a better adminiftered govem- 
** ment in tlie world". The manufactures, commerce, artd agriculture 
fiourilhed exccedingiy; and none felt the hand of oppreflion, but 
“ thofe who were dangerous by their wealth or power. For, till within 
** thefe very few year*', merchants were no where better proteClcd, nor 
more at their eafa than under this government: nor is there a part of 
“ the world where arts and agriculture have been more cultivated, of 
which the vaft •plenty and variety of manufactures, and the rich nier- 
** chants were proofs fufficient,” 

During the Mogul government, though they had no laws in Hin-* 
doftin like Englilh aCts of parliament, they had various books, written 
by learned and religious men, containing collections of the Mahomedaii 
immemorial ufages and cuftoms, founded on reafon and the Koran, 
which, as in other countries, may be properly called their civil and 

* Holwell’s Historical Events, Part I. pages 198 and 199. 

t Luke Scrai ton’s Refleilions on the Government of Hindoftan. Printed 1770, pages 24, 
25 and 26. 1 
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ce'iigioiis laws; particularly thofe written, or cqfnpiled by Baha al Deen 
Majioiiiecl Aiimljt, Malek Shafce,. Hanbal,« and Abul Harteefa; by 
\vhich tlie officers of the govcrnmeiU were ulnally guided in their deci- 
•fibns. *In cafes not capital orfcrimmal, where Hindoos, or Gcntoos alone 
werc' concerhed, particularly in affairs of their cafts, or tribes, which 
are of the nioft confequdlice to Hindoos, the matters (excepting 
where the Mahomedar ^Governor or tlic Kazy ^^nc■re more than ordinarily 
bigotted) were generally left to their own*BraIv«ins to be decided ac¬ 
cording to their Shahros, or ancient Scriptures, of which, as before 
obicTved, wc liave but little knowledge ; and, upon deciflon, a certain 
duty or fine was levied for the government. ^ 

The tcnacioulhefs of the Hindoos to their own aricient cufloins forced 
the new coiners to this expedient; for as, on the one hand, it was inl- 
pollihle that Mahomedans could conform to the culloms of the Hindoos, 
fo, on the other, it was etpially importible for the Hindoos, from the pe¬ 
culiarities of their own civil and religious conftitution, to adopt tlic 
manners and culloms of the Mahomedans, or to receive thofe invaders 
into their calls or tribes. J5ut whatever expedient miglit have been 
adopted to leUcii the great confulion and difordcr which mull naturally 
have been introduced on the mixture of two nations lb widely dlH’crciit 
in every religious and political fentiment, it is certain, as wc may 
judge from prelcnt experience, tliat nothing could prevent therefrom 
a corruption of manners.' 

All the offices and forms of government at vhe Court of HindollCin, 
during the empire of the Moguls, have ever been imitations of the 
Perlian, as the namei’ of them eVince ; to the kecj)ing up of which, 
the conllant ingrefs of adventurers from that kftigdom, who generally 
met with a favourable reception at Dehly, mull greatly have contri¬ 
buted. Thofe, therefore, who arc dclirous of kitowing what the Hin- 
dollan government, as inllituted by the Moguls, llionld be, if the ori¬ 
ginal \vcrc well imitated, may fee it in the Chevalier Chardin’s * very 
particular account of Pcrlia. * 

Jrliudofiau is in many places greatly favoured by nature for commer- 
,cial advantages ; and the provinces of Bengal, which are the more 
immediate ohjctls of our conlklerations, above all others. This Subah 
of tlic empire, whicli was cniphaiically llilcd by the Emperor Aureng- 
7cbe, T/v PiViidij'c of Nations^ fpontancoully produces, in great abun¬ 
dance, ahnoll every thing rcqullitc for liic liipport and even higli enjoy¬ 
ment of mmiklad. No country can he better watered, by a variety of 

* Vcyagcb fa I'crfc, Ju Chcvalbr Ciiardln. 
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conliderable ftreams falling, into or from the great rivers P^udda and 
Br'vnhaptitrey which render Jtlie inland nstVigaticyi very exten/ive a^d 
convenient for the ^iirpoles, of trade f . This great facility of cfhtaining 
water, and the natural fertility of the foil, every where allifted'by the 
periodical rains from May to September, render die cultivdtioii of the 
earth an inviting talk, and lb ealy, sfe to afford the huibandman great 
Icillire for application even to the arts of: ^anufa^l:uring, 

Dch^y without the aid of filver or gold mines, was in her times of 
profperity a receptacle Into which the gold and lllyer of the greateft 
part of the world had been flowing by regular channels for ages, till 
foreign invaders" interrupted its conrfes. This great influx of wealth 
was owing, *• firft, to the extraordinary fruitfulnefs of the de¬ 
pendent doniiiiioris ; fecondly, to the fober ijiduftry of the inhabi¬ 
tants, either applied to agriculture, which was greatly encouraged, or 
to manufafluring thole commodities which have for many ages been in 
efleem liiroughout the world; and thirdly, to dic ftrong protection 
tliat was grajited to merchants. 

I'lic encouragement of foreign and domcflic trade was more particu¬ 
larly ncccflary in the Subah of Bengal, which, not containing mines of 
diamoncls, gold, or filvcr, depended folely upon its manufactories for 
that VLiy large balance of trade in its favour which alone co\ild enable it 
to pay fo Qonliderable a tribute, as hath been (he wn, annually to the court 
of Dclily. Accordingly, as Mr. Scrafton hath exprefled it, ** till of 
“ late -^cavsf inconceivable numbers of merchants, from ail parts of 
Alia in general, as well as from the reft of flindollan i;i particular, fomc- 
tiuics in bodies of many thouilmds at a time, were ufed annually to rc- 
Ibrt to Bengal with little elfe than ready money, or bills, to purchafe the 
produce of thole provinces. The caules and eifcCis of tlie unfortunate 
failure of llicL commerce lince, Avill hereafter be made ajipear. 


t The Indians of Bengal formerly carried on a confiderable trade by fca, and had fomc fort of 
maritime power, as \vc read in many parts of Ptirchas’s Colleftion; particularly, in the )car 1607, 
an account is given of a fleet from t!’,c King of Bengal having invaded the Maldivia lllands. It is molV 
probable that this fleet was compoicdonly of coafting boats, fneh as arc fiiil built in fome parts of the 
Bay. But whatever might be the fl.ite of fuch navies heretofore, it is ceitain that the ladjans b.tve 
not figured in the maritime way fince the i’ortiiguexe found their way among them round the Cape 
of Good ffopc. However, the late Angria whom we have befoye mentioned, at Ghcriaon the Coaft 
of Malabar, gave many flgnal proofs of what might be done, even by an Indian navy, in Indian 
Teas, under the direflion of only one able man ; and our Eall India Company may perhaps lepenc the 
fiirrcnder of that port, which they fo imprudently and eafiiy gave up to the Slarahtahs, • 
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CONSIDER at IONS 

• (? H A p. m. 

• • 

On the State of HINDOST/lN, •fince the total Subversion 
of the EMPIRE; and the prefent condition of tJie Prince 
whom wc now call the G11I!AT MOGUL* * * § ** . 

r. 

A fter the pifture exhibited in the preceding chapter, nothing 
can afford a raore ftrifeing example of tlie inflability of human 
power than tlie contrail which will apj>ear in this. 

^ From authors who have particularly treated of this fuhjecl, it is too 
well known to need heiiig enlarged upon here, that after the invafion 
of Nader Shah, in the year 1739 , an imbecility fuccccdcd, which foon 
difinembered the empire, under the then Emperor Mahomed Sliah. 
Every Subahd-ir, or governor of a province, regardlcfs of the Firmauns 
from the Court of Dchly t, let up for himfelf, and muderers and 
ufiirpers foon aboliflied all laws and cftablilhed ufages, and fjircad de- 
vaflation and niilery throughout the empire. The X country was 
“ now torn to pieces by civil wars, and groaned under every fpecics 
** of domeftic confulion. Villainy was pra^lifed in every form ; all 
“ law and 'religion were trodden under foot ; the hands of private 
** fricndfliips and connections, as well as of focicty and government, 
“ were broken, and every individual, as if amidft a forefl; of wild 
** beafls, could rely upon nothing but the ftrength of his own arm.” 

From the time of the Emperor Aurengzebe, there ha^l been many 
princes of tlic blood kept in Jwifon at Dehly ; from whence, in fuc- 
ceeding times, they were fometimes taken out and raifeef to nominal dig¬ 
nities, only to be made ufe of upon occafion, as the ufbrpers found 

convenient § for their own ambitious views; and in this imbecile Rate 

• 

* We make ufe of this title as being bell known in Europe, though it "ppears to have been adopted 
on no other authority than that of the French miffionaries, who, in the firft publications of their 
travels to the Eaft, have been pleafed to ftile him The Grand Mogul. There « not the faniHon of any 
authority for it, from any appellatio. or title at any time given this monarch in the empire, where he 
is called fynply Shah, or Padthah, in Perfian meaning King. 

t The Moguls have at different times refided at other favourite cities, as Azmecr, Canougc, Agra, 
and Fettchpoor; but the rites of coronation have been always performed at Dchly, as well as in gene¬ 
ral all arts of government. Pure has. 

t Dow’s Hindostan. Appendix, page 57. 

§ T*fie HindoAanners have had frequent examples inPerfia of this treatment of kings for private 

purpofes fince the time of Nader Shah. See Lettres Edifiantes, Vol. 28, page 227.-In a 

letter from Pere Grimod, dated at Ifpahan the 20th AuguA 1750, " Depuis la mort de Nader Chah, 
“ il y a eu cinq Rois, trois ont cte mafliicres, le quatrieme aveugle, Ic cinquieme a cteproclame de- 

** puis pea. C’cA un enfant. II n’a etc fait Roi, dit on, que pour la montre et pour tlonner occafion 
a ceux qui I’obfedent de iker des fommes coniiderables dcs vilks eloignecs.” 

- of 
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of the government, j;he Emperprs* thcmfclves became tlie tools oAficir 
own tr«iterous oflicers-^ Thus tlic Oiiirah Ga 4 i a> Deen Khawn, who 
was Bucklliy of the empire, or. paymafter of the troops, in the ^ear 
1753, dethroned his liiaHer the Empfiror Ahmed Shah, who was the 
Ton and rucceflb/* of the before-mentioned Malioiued Shall; froth which 
period the Mogul empire with the grcattJft propriety may be coniidered 
as totally fubverted and not exifting. From thaJtime, whatever pretend¬ 
ers there have‘been ^to the title, there has been properly no Emperor; 
siliiG flail the provinces which were then tributary to Dejily having been 
\difunited, and become lb many feparate, independent governments. 

The rebellious Omrah Gazi al Deen Khawn, after dethroning his 
Sovereign, lent him to prifon, where the leveral other Princes of the 
, royal blood .\vctc idfo kept ccilflnqd; and he afterwards obliged a lur- 
gcoii who had been long in the Emperor^s fcrvice, named Yacoob Jan, 
and who is now retained in the employ of Mahomed Reza Khawn at 
Murfliedabad, to put out his Maje(ly*s eyes. 

At the very time this rebel put out his maftcr’s eyes, he took another 
Prince, named Yaz al Deen, out of prilbn, whom he placed nominally 
upon the throne of Dehly, by the name of Allum Queer ; and after 
having ufed this Prince as an inftrument till he found him grow troublc- 
pMiie, he then laid a fnare for him, and fomc time in the month of De¬ 
cember 1759, .had him allaninatcd. • 

Alicr the imirdcr of AJlum Giiccr, the ambitious Gazi al Deen Khawn 
took anotlicr Prince put of prifon, and placed him in like manner on 
the throne of Dcljly, by the name of Shah Jchaii; but the ambitious 
A lews of this traitCir being defeated on the inv,afIoii of* the Dehly pro¬ 
vinces, engaged in by the Marahlalis in the year 1761, he then thought 
fit to rciirc fi iaii tjie feene of public villany, and fled into the country 
of the JatCH. • 

I'lie mock Eii\jx"ror Shahjehan, having fit in fliadowy grcatnels but 
a few weeks on the throne of Dehly, was fuddcnly depoled and again 
impriihned by the conquering Marahlalis, v/ho in his Head placed on the 
throne, Jkvvan Bukht the eldclt fon of Ally Goiiar, another prince 
ol'tlic line of Tamerlane, whom Gazi al Deen liad, auiong the reft, kept 
a ftate prifoner. This Prince, Ally Goh/.r, who is'the eldcft fon of 
the before-mentioned Allum Giicer, is the fiinic whom the Euglifti Eaft 
India Company afterwards created EMPruoR of 11 inuostam. 

Akhmet Ahdalla, chief of the nation now called Dnrannics or Ab- 
dallas, a native of Candaliar, v.lio had raifed lilmfelf from being a 
Chulnlitr of Nader Shah’s, and, in the confufion which enfued upon 

Nadir's 
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Kader’s death, had ufurp«d all the Horth^ni provind’s ceded to Perfia by 
Mahomed Shah, at this time grown very po^<^rfuI. He had already 
once invaded Hindoftan, and fovght feVeral battles with the Marahtahs, 
with whom the contention in fad was, who fliould place a King on tlic 
throne of Dehly, as a tool of tlieir own. Upon his leCond invaiion of 
Dchly he gave them a total overthrow, on the 8th of February 1760 : 
but was pleafed to confirm the appointment made by the Marahtahs of 
the young Jevvan Bukht to the throne, now, circimifcribed in authority 
to the province^ of Dehly ; and after fettling the annual tribute to be 
paid by the young nominal King, for the provinces^ thus conferred upon 
him, and putting him under the guardianfhip of a Rohilla Chief, one'of 
his own creatures, named Nigib al Dowlah, Abdalla returned to his 
own country. 

In the mean, vvluie, that is, fome time in the year 1758, the bcforc- 
mentioneci Prince, Ally Gohar, had found means to clcape from 
the prifpn in which he and feveral brothers had been born, at Dehly ; 
and it was his good fortune at laft to fall into better hands than his pre- 
deceflt)rs Iiad done, tliolc of the Englifli Eafi India Company. But it 
vyas not, however, till after the unfortunate Prince had received many 
rebuffs, and experienced various calamities, tliat the Englifli Company 
condefeended to create him their Grand Mogul. 

After his efcaj-K? from prilbn, he led a vagrant kind of‘life for about 
nine months, till he was drawn into a fnare by the famous Gazi al Decn, 
and again confined. By an acV of gallantry he fr^ed hiiiifelf from this 
fecond confinement, and fought retlige witli a Maralyiah Chief, named 
Ittul Row, who protected* him for fome months, plimdering the country 
in his name. Tired of his fituatioii with this Chief, he next betook hiin- 
felf to the before-mentioned Rohilla Chief, Nigib al Dowlah, at Sccun- 
dra ; W'ho, not chooling to engage in his fclieincs, was foon tpiitted by 
him, and he went over to Sujah al Dowlah Subahdar of Owd, who 
alfb preferring the independence which ll.^* confufion of the empire had 
given him, made the Prince Ally Gohar a fmall prefent, and defired 
him to quit his dominions. 

“^Our wandering. Prince, who was allb known by the name of Sliah- 
zada during the life, of his father, Allum Guecr, next took refuge 
with Mahomed Kuli Khawn, Nabob of Illaliabad, with whom he con- 
scerted a plan for invading and taking pofleflion of the territories of 

* The fame who in 1764 was conquered and drifen out of his dominions by the Englith Company, 
fone time before the auual yt Lwd Clive at Calcutta, by wbotti he was ufia wards rcilorcd. 

Bengal, 
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Bengaf, having for that purpofe Ipftie time before had the*caution private¬ 
ly td^obtain from his father a |;rant of that lu^ahdiip, as a royal favour. 

Accordingly an aVmy of Aefperate adventurers and diiaffec^ed Zc?- 
minddrs being colledled to^'ther, fibout the end of Decembeir 17581 
they marched from Illahab^d towards Bengal, to takq pofU 4 iion of thofe 
provinces which, in faft, the Engliil^ Eaft India Company's Governor, 
then Colonel Clive^ had in June 1757 taken ^from die Nabob of Bengal, 
Scrajah al Dowlah, and conferred on ond of his officers named Meev 
Jaffier Ally Khai#n. ^ 

Our Prince was very unfoccelsful in this expedition ; and lb little 
refpeA did the Englifli in Bengal hold him in at this period, tiiat 
Colonel Clive, at the requeft of his new made Subahddr Jaffier Ally, 
Khawn, marched to * punifli thole Rajahs ** who had dared to join himd* 
The Prince reprelented to the Colonel in a very pathetic letter, that 
•* he had no intentions againft Meer Jaffier's life or government y that all 
he aimed at was an army to make head againd the Vizier ; and that 
“ if it plealed God to favour his caule, the Colonel might command 
any advantages for the Company or himlelf.” Colonel Clive having 
communicated this to the Nabob’s fon and nihiiders, it was on all 
hands agreed, that “ it would be dangerous to have a Prince of the 
** blood in any of the provinces. The Colonel therefore font back the 
“ melTenger with a refpeftftil letter and a prefent of about one thoufand 
** pounds Jlerling : which behaviour lb charmed the Prince, that he font 
** word to Colonel Clive he would force himfolf under his proteflion,. 

“ and dare him'/a deliver him up: but the Colonel was necdlitated to 
anfwcr, thajt he aSled under the Subahddr Jafier y^lly Khawn*s orders^ 

** and would therefore by no means advifo him to put himfolf in his 
** power. Whereupon our Priifice was obliged to foek Ibme other refuge; 

“ and the Colonel, to intimidate the neighbouring powers from ever 
“ didurbing the Bengal provinces again, thought fit to lliew his refont- 
ment to Siljah al Dowlah (who had adided the Prince) by reprefonting 
“ to him, that as he could not but know the inviolable friendlhip fiib- 
** liding Between him and Meer Jaffier,. he wondered he Hioiild pre- ^ 
“ fume to fend forces into his country; that if he ftill perlided in 
fontiments of enmity, he ought to own it frankly; in which cafe he 
“ (Colonel Clive) would march up again after the rains,, and appeal to^ 

“ to the decilion of the fwordJ' * 

* See Mr. Luke Scrafton’s Letters, entitled, Rejft^imu on the Government of HindJlJn. 
Pages 1x7, li8 and 119. 
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CONSIDERATIONS 


.It wgs riot convenient to the EngHHi In Bengal at this time to ac¬ 
knowledge tlie authority of this Prince. It may notf however bc'llmils 
now to turn our eyes to the other fide of India, ahd fee the ufes made 
of Grand Moguls by the Company on‘the Malabar coaft, in the cu* 
rious reafons given.by Mr. Spencer, afterwards Governor of Bengal, in an 
apology to The Mogul, for taking his Majefty’s port, and city of Surat 
in the year 1759. ‘As an-extraft would do injuftice.^to. the fubjeift, we 
beg leave to refer the readeV to the bottom of the page forihe copy at' 
large of Mr. Spencer’s reprclentation * to the Mogul, ofi the occafion. 

Things continued quiet dn Bengal for a fliort time ; but in the year 
1760 the Prince renewed his attempts on thofe provinces ; and though 


* A Representation made to The Mogul by John Spencer, ia behalf of the Honourable 

Englhh Eafl India Company, 1759. i 

** That by virtue of royal Firmauns of your Majefty’s prcdeceflbrs, the EngliHi hitherto enjoyed' 
** favour at Surat, and carried on their bufmefs in a reputable manner, till in thefe days, that the 
“ Siddees ufurping an undue authority in the town, ufed it to the ruin of the city in general, M/r 
“ live: and properties of your Majefly's fuhjeEtSf being made light of by them, and they even proceeded 
*' fo far as to take away the lives of Our people, in direfl breacJi of your Majefty’s Firmaun ; and ia 
*• Ihort, inflcad of being the protestors of the place, became the opprelfibrs of it to fuch a degree, 
that the ju/t orders of your Majdty were no ways regarded in this city by their means, and things 
** w'erc tome to this pafs, that though in confideration of the Tunkhaw f the Siddcc was to proteft the 
“ Bar, yet lo far was he from doing it, tliat for many months pall a large fleet of Sancrajee Punt’s 
" (Ballajee Row’s Naib) entirely Ihuc up the Bar, as did a large land-forte by land, to the infinite 
“ detriment of the place and inhabitants in general, without the Siddee’s interfering therein ; and 
“ there was the grcatejl reafon to betiei’C, that uuUfs fame fpcedy and rigorous meafures hadfoon been 
“ pur filed, your Majejly's famous city cf Surat, the only port of good MuJJiilmcn to the tomb of your 
“ prophet, would have been brought to jhamc. In Aich circumflances, the eyes of the whole town 
“ were call on us, ns the only perfoiis of foice fiifficient to fave the city frotn the calamities that it 
“ then felt, and was flill further threatened with; and in confequcnce of their foiicitations to me, 
“ though cur Infnrfs in thrf; parts of the world is only trade and merchandize and we are not de- 
“ fir.us cf taking nr governing cities or*ccuntrics, yet as all the inhabitants of this place, great and 
“ final!, were cjn.clVly deliruus of it, and I faw it was for the good of the place, I wrote to the Cc- 
neral of Bombay on the lubjeft, in fuch manner, that at an immenfe expcnce he fent hither, in 
“ Our King’s fliij's, a great force of good and experienced men, with a large quantity of artillery and 
“ other w.ulike liotts of ail forts, with which I have had the happinefs to proexhe fafety to the city, 

“ and cafe to i!.'c inhabit ints, and have procured an entire currency to your Maj^dy's orders in the 
“ plan, and your Alajeffs autl.i'jy by all ways in our fewer wilt he prefervedvci this place as it 
“ iifed robe; and you wul conjuler the Engl'i/h as deftrous of i eceiving your orders, fuch being the 
“ intention ol the Governor of Bombay and inyfelf, whofe whole power will be ufed to maintain the 
" cafllc, tl.it wc have pojfijfd oif fell cs of for your Majcfly, and to preferve the Bar and fca open 
“ apainll all cppofei :> on yatr l-chilf, for we ihall not apply the Tunkhaw you have granted for 
*' tifis pprpofc rooiliiir, as has liitncito been tl'.e cale; and llnec ( ur having done this, the enemies 
“ that furioniidcd ti.e place b^'h by f. a and land, to its great pujin'ice. have been removed. Wc arc 
“ always ready for li f feiy of ihc wlHc and city, with its inhabitantr, and therefore hope for your 
“ JMajefty’s f.mrur in beiadf of ti c Honourable Kngiifli Company, foi whofe good fervicfs on ihis 
“ occafion I mu;l Kiai yonr .'-lajelly to the icprerentation of the iMhabit.ints of the plaee.” Seif An 
Aicoifiit ut ihc IVar m India, h\ Rdhard Owen Cambridge, Elquiie. 1761. page 2id. 


f The levcane .'.pjafipdated by thcMoj^ul for inainteiiaace of a fiect at Surat. 
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they*always proved unfuccefsflil, yet they kept the country In trqubfcs 
for a^iout three ye*ars ; during which time he made feveral Other offers 
to the Eiiglifh of carte blanche, as appears in a letter ffom? G<|vernof 
Holwell who fucceeded Colonel CUve in Bengal, dated Calcutiat the 
14th June 1760, directed to the then Commander of the army. He 
was dirtreflcd*and harraded to fiichr a,degree during tbefe campaigns,, 
that: 04 i the 8th of February tj 6 i, he was o^iged lo furrendcr hittilelf 
to dip Commander of the Britidi forces, th^n Major Gatnac, at G<^ah, 
in the province of Bah 4 r., During his intercourfe with the Engliih, hav¬ 
ing received advices from Dehly of the adafSnation of his father Alliim 
Gueer, he made tljem various offers, and repeated his propofals to in¬ 
duce them to join him in his favourite feheme of obtaining the throne . 
of Dehly ; but finding that the Englifli would do nothing for him, ex¬ 
cept the farce of their proclaiming him Emperor at Patna, he was ne- 
ceintatcd to feek fome other refuge; and therefore, about the 21ft June 
1761, he took his leave of the Englifli, and that day quitted the Baiiar 
province. But he afterwards had recourfe again to the Nabob Sujaii 
al Dowlah, who upon tliis fecond vifit, confined him and kept him a 
tlofe prifoner, making the fame tool of him as Gazi al Dcen, the 3 Ia- 
rahtahs and Abdalla refpedlivcly had done before of the-other Princes of 
ihc blood. ^ 

About the end of the year 1763,^ the Englifh having expelled Coflim 
Ally Khawn from the fUbahdiry of Bengal, that Nabob had retired 
with bis treafiire and fbme of his adherents into the dominions of Sujali 
al Dowlah, whom*he at length perfliaded to join him in an attempt to 
j-ecover his lofj: fubahfhip. Accordingly, in the month of February 
1764, Siijah al r)pwlah came down with a *confiderable force into the 
province of Bahdr, and brought our Prince Ally Gohdr with him. TJie 
Englifli army, ‘then under the command of Major He£lor Munro, met 
them at Buxnr, and on the 23d Oftober r764, after a very obflinate 
battle, defeated and purfued Sujah^I Dowlah into his own dominions.. 

Ill his flight he left the Prince behind him, who once more threw him* 
Iclf on the Englifli for proteftion. 

The Englifli Eafl: India Company from this period became poflefled 
of Our Prince, and they dj^d not any longer ncgleft to profit by the 
many examples before them, of making a proper ufe of him. It was 

* See Mr. rioLWEi.L’s Letter to Major Caillaud. — India Traits, page 52,—“ Thefita.i* 

" tion ot the Priucc at prefeat is fuch, that I am fare he would readily and ihanktully hearken to an 
“ uvertJie from us, and without hefitation grant a Firmaun appointing the Company perpetual; ub.nh- 
“ ilaii of the province. His two Firnuauns to me, as I before advifed you, oiTered Carti BLuchc for. 

“ til.' Company; and I dare liiy that to you was of the fame tenor.” 

[ D2 ] 
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fortunate for hini, "from his h&ving ^t.this time no friends to wThoin he 
coul^ have recourfe with,reliance fin* evfn mere p^Hbnal fafcty, that 
there could be no necellity for his being a^ually confined in fb abje^i 
a fituation; nay his new guardiai)s, wlib^in every rerpe< 5 l treated him 
with more lcindi\eis than thoie who had before had pofleihon of him, 
even allowed him, while he coni^inued in their camp, a certain iuin for 
his daily fubfiflienccf. Frojn this period we fliall give this unfortunate 
man his newly acquired titles of ** Emperor,” “ Grand Mogul,,** 
“ Shah Allum the Invincible,** or ** King of the Worid.’* 

The EngliQi were iiiccefsful in totally expelling the Nab6b, Sujab al 
Dowlah, from his dominions; and while it was yet uncertain how 
they would difpofe of his country, our Grand Mogul lent a petition to 
the Preiident and Council at Bengal, which was tranimitted to them by 
Major Heftor Munro, dated from the camp at Ban^ras, the 2 2d No¬ 
vember 1764, of the Company’s tranflation of which, the following is an 
exa£l copy* 

If this country is to be kept, put me in poflefliion of it, and leave 
** a ftnall detachment of the troops with me, to (liew that I am prote^ed 
** by the Englifh, and they (liall be at my expence; that if any enemy 
“ comes at any time againfl me, I will make fucli conneflions in the 
** country, that with my own troops, and the aforementioned finall de- 
“ tachment, will defend the country without any farther afliflance from 
“ the Englifli; and I •will pay them of the revenues of the country •what 
“ fum they Jhall demand yearly. If the Englifli will, contrary to their in- 
tereft, make peace with the Vizier I will go to Dchly; for I can- 
not think of returning again into the hands of a man 'who has ufed 
** me fb ill. 1 have no friends I depend on more tlian the Englifli 
** their farmer behaviour to me will make me ever refpedt and regard 
** them: now is their time to be in pofleflion of a couhtry abounding. 
** with riches and treaflire ; I Jhall be fatisfied -with -whatever Jhare they. 
** pleafe of it. The Rohillas were always, enemies to the imperious VI- 
** zier: they are all my friends*” 

T’hfi Prefident and Council of Calcutta having confidered' the Emperor^s. 
petition, rclblved that they would keep a pfrt of Sujah al Dowlah’s do¬ 
minions for the life of the Eaft India Company, and put his Majefty in 
poflbflion of all the reft. Accordingly a paper was drawn U{>,. dated 
-- December 1761, and lent up to Major Mentor Munro, Com- 

* This meatis Sujah al Dowlab, who., whilft he had our Grand Mogul in his pofleflion, had created 
himfelf Vizier* 

mander 
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mandcr iii-Chief 6f the army, with orjders fo^r him to get it executed by 
his JVIajcfly. The foUowing is aji cxad copy of their traiiflation of’this 
paper hoiu the Perfian.- ^ ^ > 

^ • 

** In confideratioii of the aflillance and fidelity of the EiigliHi Oom- 

pany, which has freed us from the inconveniencies vfe laboiised un¬ 
der, and flretfgthcned the foundations,of the empire which God has 
given us, we have been gracioufly pleafed j;o grant to the Englifli 
Cum[v!i'<y our royal favours, according to the following' articles, 
wif-cli (I'.aj remain firm, both at prelent and in future. 

As the Engiiiii Company have been put lo a grea? expence, and 
th('ir affairs expofed to danger hy the war with the Nabob, Sujah al 
D.)-.v! ih, unjutl^ly and ronlrary to our royal plcaftirc waged againfi; 
then, we have, tlicrelbrc, alHgued to them the country of Ghaziporc 
and tlie roll of the Zemindury of Bulwant Sing, belonging to the Ni- 
zhniit of tl'iC Nabob Snjali al Dowlah ; and the regulation and go¬ 
vernment tl';ereof we have given to their difpolal, in the lame man¬ 
ner a^ it. was in the Nabob Siijaii a! DowlalPs. The aforefaid Rajah, 
having lettled terms with the Chiefs of the EngliHi Company, is ac¬ 
cording tliercto to pay the rev'enucs to the ConijKiny; and the amount 
Ihall not belong to the books of the royal revenue, but fliall be ex¬ 
punged Irom them. 'flic army of the Englilh Company having 
joined our llandard, lliall put us ip poflcHion of Illahubad and the 
reft of t!ic.countries belonging to tlie Nizimiit of the Nabob Sujah 
al Do’.vlaii, and the revenues, excepting tbofc of Iv\jah Bulwant Sing’s 
ZcMiiindary, fitall he in our entire management and difpollil. 

“ As the KntjJiSi Company will be at a farther expence in putting us 
in poflelUon of Illphabad, and the rell of the Ni/.unut of the Nabob 
Sujah al Dou lah, we will therefore, as we get j)olicinon, gf'aat to 
thcuiy out of ou)\ircnfitr)\ Inch a proportion of the revenues as the exi¬ 
gencies‘of our a/Fairs will admit of; and when we arc put in full 
podetiion, we will rciiiiburic the whole cxpcuccs of the Company in 
this bullnefi, IVom the time of their joining our royal llandard.” 

Ills jMajell}', as might be cxpeclcd, very readily agreed to the con- 
tcius of this ii va[)er : and accordingly, a few days alter the receipt of it, 
that is, on tiie ^pth December 1764, his imperial funnud, or firmaun * 
was illiied, confirming the fame. In confequQucc of this agreement, 
his Majcfly was put in pollelfion of Illahabild and all the Subalhip of 
Qwd, excepting the Rajahlhip, orZemindary of Bulwant Sing, at whole 
principal city of Banaras a laclory was ellablillicd by the Governor and 

* See UjIs fiimaun at large in the Appendix N“ XIV. page 21. 
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Coimcll lor O’f- Collt‘<ftion qf the revcaucs, which vcrc lattefly^fixcJ atr 
tMfcniy Iacl<s ' , or about 250,000 1. *flc*'Iing/cr amiini. 

Jk’lbre the adviccS ol this llicccIsruHkuation afthe Company's a/fairi 
could he received in England, the Kiift India Company were greatly 
ararmed, and had appointed die Hi^ht Honourable Robert Lord Clivc,^ 
as Governor and Conimaiider in Chief, together with a Selecl Conuiiittce, 
who^ were font fifoni Epgland,* fiirnilhed with ample powcis to jiiirfuc 
Sv’hatcver means they llioidd tliink proper to cflablfili tlic peace and tnui- 
quillity of Bengal. Upon his Lordlliip’s arrival in Bengal, cii the 3d 
of ]\lay 1765, Jic a(!lutjly found the gcneVal affairs of the Company, 
and of the fettlcrnciits at Bengal in particular, in a more flourilliing* 
Hate than they Iiad ever been knotvn; and that, m lack, there was no¬ 
thing in the general out-liucs ol'government for him find his Committee 
to do, from which either reputation or juR emolument could be reaped, 
imlefs they cut out work for themfclvcs. They, therel’ore, refolvccl 
upon abolifliing the treaties then fiiblifting, which had been but lately 
entered into ; and to model the commercial as well as political allairs of 
the Company upon an entire new plan f. Their motives for this al¬ 
teration, which the Company will ever have rcafon to lament ll', cannot 
with propriety be fully conliderctl in this place: fufiice it that we relate 
thofe particular circiimftanccs which materially affected the affairs of the 
Prince of whom we are fpeaking at prefent. 

Among the alterations detcrmilicd upon, tliis prince was to be de¬ 
prived of that part of the Nizmiut of the Nabob Sujali al Dowlali ^^itIl 
which he had already been invefted by a folemn treaty, and the Com¬ 
pany was to give up the Zeinindujy of Bulwr.nt Sing, all of wlficli were 
to be rellored to* the laid* Nabob, againfl whofe wealfli^ as Mr. Dow || 
juRly obferves, the virtue of fonie of our revolutionfRs was by no means 
proof, upon his paying to the Company the Run of fifty lacks of rupees, 
or about 625,000!. ftcrling. Our Grand Mogul w^s likewife to be 
fuppofed to have been actually in pofleffion of the provhiccs of Bengal: 
under which fuppofition, he was to give a paper granting to the Com¬ 
pany# not only the office of the Dewaniiec § of thofe provinces, but tlic 


* This Zemindary aflually yielded to the Rajah at leaft fcrenty-five lacks, or absta 937,500 1 . 
ftetling. • 

f a comparative view of the different treaties in our fixth chapter. 

j It was this alteration of the Company’s affairs, and the confcqucnces of it, which laid the foun¬ 
dation of all the enquiries and publications that have iince iaid open their affairs, which fubjeflod 
(hem to the hufh-money they now pay to the governmeut, and which in its further conrcqnences will 
inoA probably put an end, if not to the Company itfelf, at IcaA to the prefent fyAem of its .:vffair8, 
indeed is now become highly neceffary. 

U Dow’s Hindostan, Jppendix, page 78. 

^ This Deviannee is ejcplaloed at large ia the 4th chapter. 
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TCveniies alfo ; by w-fcach of courfe, all the treatjes with the Nabobs ^ 
Bengal were rendered void, and* new ones made iicceflary. He was 
likewifc to confirm to the Company the lands before granted to- tliem 
by the former Nabobs, Jaffier Ally and Coflim Ally Khaw^n, and to con¬ 
firm Lord Clive’s ’jagucer. For all which our Mogul was to be paid, 
by*tlie Etiglifli Company, from Bengal, tie annual fum of twenty-fix 
lacks for his exigences and the fupport of his ’dignity; and he was to 
be continued in the polTcilion of Corra and part of the province of II- 
lahab^d. a •• 

The Sdecl Comnsittce at Calcutta had not the leaft doubt of h’s Ma~ 
jcjlfs complying with all this very readily ; becaufe, as they exprefled 
it *, The King is now dependent on our bounty^ his whole hopes of pro- 
ted ion, and even of fubfijfence, reft upon us; it cannot, therefore, be 
Hippo fed he will prove obftinate in denying a requeft, of little con- 
“ fequence to him in -his prefent cir cum fiances, but advantageous to us, 
his greateft benefaclors, and we may fay his only friends.” 

'I’Jiclc were not all the iilcs which, upon this occafion, were to be 
made of our Grand Mogul. Upon the fame principles as before, 
lunnuds for the provinces of Sicacolc, &c. in the Deckhan, valued at 
the yearly revenue of thirty lacks, or 375,0001. fterling, were to be 
clitaincd alfo ; in which Lord Clive w'as refolvcd to fuccced, as he in- 
formed his Sclcdl Committee, at Calcutta, in the following words, 

I have been dellred by the Prefident of Fort St. George to obtain 
fdnnnds for the fi^c northern provinces, which, being a matter of 
gj’cat importance, I fliall make point of fuccccdin^ in it; and as 
the Nabob (ofllengal) intends pnrehafing his'Majcfty’s favours at the 
price of five lacks of rupees, I make no doubt that aW the fiiniiuds 
demanded on tile Company’s account will be afforded gratis,** 

'fo be fare there was not the leaft doubt to be entertained upon any 
of thefo oocafions ; for if the yonngeft W'rircr in the fervice had been 
fent with the aj.itIiority of the Company to our Shah AUum, it was cer¬ 
tain tliat his Majejly would have granted away the remainder of his em¬ 
pire, the whole world, for the fake of a fubfiitcncc, and the fecurity of 
his perlbn : accordingly, the grants required of him were obtained un¬ 
der his Imperial funnuds, or firmauns, as given in the Appendix, Num¬ 
bers XVil, XVIir. XIX. XX. XXI. and XXII. pages 27 to 36. 

The reader will pleafe to obferve, tliat this is the fame Prince whom * 
the fame Governor,, then Colonel Clive, had before oppofod, and even 
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• The words of their proceedings at aXUommittee.of the-iift June 176?. 
.t JU>s.o Cllv&’s Letter to the Select Committee, dated, Moctcejill, the 


i>thjuljr 1765. 
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cHaftifed the rebellious ^ijahs for daring to join Mm ; tlie Prince whole 
fiiniiuds, iirmauns," or grants, had oil many former occafions been de¬ 
clared aWblutely invalid *, a^ainft Vhom a formal treaty t had been 
eiitered into, between the Company and the Nabob of Bengal, on the 
27th September 1760, and whofe pretenlions even the Directors % of 
the Baft India Company themfelves had acknowledged to be extrehftly 
doubttuL • ' * . 

The dependence, llo^yever, of this unfortunate’Prince was not to be 
appropriated to tlielc public ufes only, it we may believe the account?^ 
from India, many others of a more private nature were likewile made 
of him; and it is faid, with the greateft appearance of truth, that lie 
was not left to the free management of even thole diiftriiSis and the iLi- 
peiid which were ultimately allotted to him ; nor of his mints or his 
fcrvants. As liich matters would be proper objedVs of enquiry for Su- 
pervilbrs, it Ihould be hoped, that the Direi^lors will, for their o^^ u 
honour and the fake of jullice, caiife Inch an enquiry vet to be in;uie, 
HI order that their lervancs, if any of them have grolsly abulcd the au¬ 
thority of their llations, may be made to lUffer fuch punilhments as 
they delerv^e. 

Upon the whole of what has been let forth in this cliaptcr, it may 
fairly be pronounced, on the npft rational grounds, that in reality 
there has not been for fome years pall, nor is at this time, any 
Grand Mogul, or Emperor; that the whole country is in a hate 
of anarchy, where there is no Jaw, but that 6f the longe/l Ixvonl, 
and that we may agree \vith Mr. Dow, who fays, with apparent 
truth on tliis lubje^t, {} “ that Ilindoftan is at prclent torn to pieces 
by failions. All laws divine and human are trampled under foot. 
** In head of one tyrant, as in the times of the empire, the coun- 
“ try now groans under thoufands, and tlie voice of the opprcffbcl 
“ multitude reaches heaven. It would, therefore, be promoting the 
** caule of jullice and humanity to pull thole petty tyrants from the 
V height to which their villanics have raifetl them, and to give to la 
“ many millions of mankind a government founded upon tlie principles, 
of virtue and jpHice.” 

• 

• Ilia minute of Governor Vanfittart, Colonel Carl laud and other gentlemen of tic Council at 
Bengal, entered on the coiiliiUations, under dale of the J2t/> January ij6i, itisliiid, “ As to the 
Mogurt Jiitnaun, theie was a time when the orders of Dehly had fome weight at Bengal, bur that 
lime is no more, li is hard to fay who is King at Dehly, or who will be.” 
f See the 10th ankle of the treaty, N" VIII. in the Appendix, page 13. 

^ General letter to Bengal, dated i^ih February 1766. 

I Pow’s IliNDOSTAN. Appendix, page 36. 
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As to the iinfoVtunate, tliough,very generous PrinctfJ, )fvho is mpre 
particularly the objeil:,of our prefenf coniideration, and whom we notv 
call The? Grand Mogul, we fee him dependent Tor his (ubflfteiice 
upon the fervants, in faft, of amkicorporated fbeiety of Englifli ra]er- 
chants, who have railed him to that^exalcbd title for the Icrving of their 
own purpoles; tljat.he is made no other than their tool, and'otuH-, 
from ncceflity, be what they pleale to make him, ^at leaft while he con¬ 
tinues among them, and the government of tha’t country remains on 
the prefent iniquitous, footing. ' 

^ * • 

§ Amidft all his misfortunes this Prince has given ieveral inftances of great generolity, particularly 
to the members of the Secret Committee, for their dilUnguilhed merit and diflnterefted (ervices. One 
inftaacc may be feen in Lord Clive’s letter to the Court of Direftors, of the joih of September 1765, 
where it appears his Imperial Majcfty had prefented General Carnac with two lacks of rupees: Sec 
Authentic Papers concerning India Aifairs, pages 9 and 10.—And another Inilance was given in the 
year 1767, when his Majefty likewife prefented Colonel Richard Smith with two lacks morei as ap¬ 
pears from the following minute of the Council at Calcutta. 

.At a confultatlon, held the 14th September 1767, prefent, Harry Verelft, Efqulre, Prelidcnt, John 
Cartier, Richard Bechcr, James Alexander, William AJderfey, Charles Fnoyer, and Alexander 
Campbell, Efquires. 

Received a letter fi oni c^ donel Richard Smith at lllahabdd, dated the 15th u/tim, in anfwer to 
“ the Ho;ird !. ietti,, da..<' .‘he -joth. July, on the fubjeA of the two lacks of rupees, he requelled 
“ their j-ciniflie; fo rece'-'' sgratuity from the King ; offering fcveral arguments to our coofi- 
“ deration, and acquaiming s with His Majesty’s abfolute refu/a/ to receive back the Teephe had 
“ granted : therefore incloling it for us to difpofc of, as might feem moft equitable.”——The late 
Nabobs of Bengt i have likewife, though diftrelfed, given frequent inftances of the like grateful geae- 
fofity to their bencfailors. 


C H A'P. IV. - 

On the Nature of.the OFFICE called DEWANNEE, and the Motives 
for the East India Company’s pretending to hold the Terri¬ 
tories in BEN.GAL under tliat Title. 

N othing could have been better calculated for a blind than this 
hard word Dewannee, which, while it lerved our Eaftem poli¬ 
ticians to amufe even the Britifh legiflature, was no oth^ than the nam^ 
of an office that in reality had not exifted for many .years paft. In or¬ 
der to form the moft impartial judgment of what it is, or rather was, 
we will have recourfe to the information of ihofc gentlemen who, hav¬ 
ing aded capital parts in the management of the affairs of Bengal, may 
naturally be fuppoled to be well acquainted with the matter. 

£ E ] 


Mr. 



34 CONSIDERATIONS 

, Mr. Vanfittart, late Gor^rnpr ahd intended Supervifor of Bengali, tells 
Its, the Dew an nice * istthe ofHce'^of thh Jhond'\ orfficer of the jprovince, 
called Dew^n; whole bufinefs it is to fuperintend the lands and col- 
lei^ionsthat he is appointed,/row the court of Dehl)t and is in every 
relpedl independent of the N^irn) or Nab6b; who, according to the 
Original infiitution of the empire, has no right to interfere in the manage¬ 
ment of the hvehues* \ r • 

As explained in a lett'er % to the Court of India Dirc^ors, dated Cal¬ 
cutta, the nth March 1762, from fundry meiiibcA's of their then Coun¬ 
cil in Bengal,* the Dewannee is faid to be ** The colle<Siion of the revc- 
“ nues of all the provinces fubjeft to the Nabojp, which arc to be ac- 
** counted for with the court of Dehly. It differs from the Subahdilree; 

the latter being the command of the troops, an 3 the charge of the 
** jurifdi^Iion in the provinces, the cxpenccs whereof arc paid out of 
the revenues by the Dew^n. It was formeidyra feparate office; but 
** the Nabobs of Bengal, taking advantage of the late commotions in 
** the empire, have ajfumed it to themfelves »**, 

Mr. Holwcll, alfo formerly Governor in Bengal, tells us, upon the 
liibjeft of the Dewannee ||, that ** the rents of the lands ai*e the property 
of the Emperor, In confoquenbe of which he has a royal Dew^ln in every 
“ Nab&blhip, who ought to be accountable to the royal treafury for the 
** whole amount of the rents, as rated upon the King’s books: but as there 
“ is always a good underftanding between the Dew^n‘and the Nabob,. 
“ they never are at a lols in pretending reafons for the rents falling 
•* (hort, though the whole is ll;ri(^ly and fully (folle<n:ed. What is di- 
“ verted fron\ the royal trealury,,is divided between the Dewdn and 
** the Nabob, of which* the latter always takes the^Hen’s fliare.” 

On another occafion the Dewannee is explained to be, “ The col- 
^ leding § of all tlie revenues; and after defraying^'the expences of the 
** army, and allowing a fufficient fund for the fupportof the NizS,mnt,, 
“ to remit the remainder to Dehly^ or wherever the Khig flail reftde or 
“ direS,*^ • ^ 

This Dewannee, which was affiimed by the faid Right Honourable 

Lord CUve and his Select Committee, a Httle while before the writing 
« « 

• Vaksittaht's NAnaf&Ti-TE, Vol. L Explanation, page 23, and IntrodufHon, page 4. 
f The Vizier U the firft. 

% Seethe 27 th paragraph of a Letter figned Eyre Coote, Peter jimyatt, John CarnaCt tKlliamElliSf 
Stanhke Batfon, and Harry Verelfl, in Holwell’s Trafls, page p 2 . 

II Historical Events, Part 1. page 220. 

$ Paragraph 22d of a Letter fiom the Select Committee in Bengal, dated 30th Septeitibo' 
*765, figned, Clive, William Bright-well Sunder, John CarnaOf Harry /erelfi, and Francis Sykes, 
Authentic Papers, pgc 83. 
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of the letter Jaft quote.d, had be^ long before repeatedly p^red to'the 
Company, as hath been ihewn in the precedin|; chapter. Blit was ^al¬ 
ways rejected. The words of theCourt of Eaft India Dire^ors, as'ctjtt- 
tained in a letter on diis fubjeft to»theii*.then Governor and Council it 
Calcutta, were tbelc i * ** Your refulal of the DewanAee of Bengafj^ 
“ offered by the Kii^* (meaning our Princ?e Ally Gohdr) “ was certainly 
<* very right; an^ we arc well fatisfied with thq jbft and prudent reafohs 
“ you give for declining that offer.” 

The reafons for not taking* it were then alledged to be^ that it would 
be the fource of continual difputes with the Nabob, l?y occalionlng too 
great a diminution of‘his power, be a continual caufe of jealoufy and 
contention with the country powers, and the European nations who 
had fettlements in Bengal, might fubjed the affairs eff the Company to 
the interference of the Britifh Icgiflature, or in the end might be at¬ 
tended with other confequences highly prejudicial to the interefts of the 
Company. 

To inveftigate in this place all the private realbns which occaHoned 
this Dewannee’s being thus aflumed by Lord Clive and his Select Con^- 
mittee, would be foreign to the purpoie here intended: but of thofe 
publicly avowed or aUedged in the aforefaid letter, from Lord CKvc 
and his Committee, of the 30th September 1765, we will briefly take 
notice. • • 

“ The perpetual ftruggles for fuperiority between the Nab&bs and 
your agents, together with the recent proofs before us, of notorious 
“ and avowed corruption, have rendered us unanimously of opinion, 
** after the raoft-rfiature deliberatidn, that no other method could be 
“ fuggefted of laying the axe to the root of all thofe evils, than that 
of obtaining the Dewannee of Bengal, Bahir and Oriffa for the Coni- 
“v^iany t*” 

“ By this acqmfttion of the Dewannee, your pofleflions and influence 
** are rendered permanent and fecure ; fince no future Niibdh will either 
“ have power dr riches fufficient to attempt your overthrew by means 
** either of force or corruption. The experience of years has convinced 
** us, that a divifon of power is impojfible, without generating dilcoq-. 
** tent, and hazarding the whole. All muft belojig either to the Com- 
“ pany or to the Nabob; and we leave you to judge which alternative 
** is the moft defirablc, and the moft expedient in the prefent circum-^ 
** ftances J.” * 

* Paragraph 55th of a General Letter, dated 9th March 1763. 

I Part of paragraph aid, page 82 of Authentic Papers. 

:|; Part of paragraph 23d. Pages 84 and 85 of Authentic Paper*. 
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In a fcparate letter jR*om the faid Rtght Honourable Lord Clive to the 
laid Diredtore, aUb dated the 30th September 1765, the motives for this 
feheme of ailliming the Pewaonee jare farther explained, in the follow* 
ing words. V Though the revenues belong to the Compan^y yet were the 
“ Company’s oflicers to be the colledors, foreign ifations would im- 
** mediately take umbrage; and complaints prefeirred to the Britifli 
** court might be attended with very embarrafling confequences. Nor 
** can it be fuppofed, that either the French, Didch, or Danes will ac- 
“ knowledge" the Englifli Company Nabob of Bengal, and pay into the 
** hands of their iervants the duties upon trade, or the quit-rent of thofe 
** diftrk^s which they have for many years poflefl^d by virtue of the 
** royal firmauns, or by grants from former Nabobs And again : 
“ In confidering the fubjc^^l of the Dewannee, and the conlequences 
“ of your large increafe of revenues, I have already obferved, that our 
“ acquifition will give no umbrage to foreign nations with refpeft to 
“ our territorial jurifdifliony fo long as the prefent Appearance of the 
** Nabob*s pontuer is prefer vedf.** 

Lord Clive and his Selc(n: Committee^ in their letter to the Court of 
Diredlors, of the 30th September 1765, before quoted, fpeak ftill more 
plainly, if pofllble, of the difference in the Company’s fituation from 
the taking the Dewanrtee. Thpir exprefs words are in the 29th para¬ 
graph. “ Tou are now become the Sovereigns of a rich and poidnt king- 
“ domt,** And in the 38th paragraph. Toti are now not only ihe^ 
** colleSorSy but the proprietors meaning of the revenues of 
dominions, . • ^ ^ 

Among the many private motives hinted at fot this inanceuvre, we 
cannot conclude on this bead, without taking notice, that a principal 
one was, to enable the gentlemen who planned and.adopted this mode 
of government, to eftabli/h fiich monoplies of the trade of the country y and 
even of the common necejfaries oflifcy for their own. private Emo¬ 
lument, and to the fubvcrfion of the natural rights of aU mankind, as to 
this day remain unparalleled in the hiftory of any government,, and of 
which we fhall treat more particularly hereafter. 

From what has already been laid, we prefiime it will appear evident 
to every impartial pferfon, that the Dewannee,. whatever it had been, 
was an office which, when affiimed, had no cxiftence ; the grant of it 
being received, or pretended to, be received, from a Prince who, in fad, 
never had it in his gift; whofe. authority, on other flmilar occaflons,. 


ha(i 


• paragraph 12th, adfinm . Adtmentic Papsrs, page 26.. 
t Paragraph 14th. Authentic Papers, page 28. 
t Authentic Papers, pjiges 92 and 103. 
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had been publicly and wholly«di&vowed by the prcftnt ireceivcrs of the 
grant? and that the whole was« mere fidllon, infented for the private, 
purpofes of die Company or*Pire£tors, and their (crvants or confe¬ 
derates : and to fcreen their feizhig oh the fbvcreignty of the country, 
by impofing upon and deceiving, if they could, nol only the inha¬ 
bitants of India and foreigners, but eveti the Britilh nntlcm; as we hope 
farther to prove by die corroborating fads copt&incd in every fubfec^uent 
part of this work. .> 


C H A P. V. 

Of the NABOB, otherwife called The NAZIM, or 5 UBAHDAR, 

of BENGAL. 

F or the better underftanding of our fubjed, we will, examine what 
this officer ought to be, according to the ancient .inffitutions of the 
empire ; what he has been for fome years paft, and what he now ac¬ 
tually is ; fupporting what we advance by fufficient teftimonies, 

“ Though by the ancient conftitution of the Mogul empire, of which 
“ the provinces of Bengal, Bahdr and Oriffa are parts, the Nabob, or 
Subahdir of thbfe provinces was nothing more than the Mogul's 
“ Viceroy, yet for many years paft, as the ftrength of that conftitution 
** has been gradually declining, the Subahddrs of thefe and other pro- 
** vinces have been, in like gradation, aftuming an independence of 
** the court of Dehly: and the fliock which the empire received, or 
** rather the fuhverfton of it (for k has never recovered, nor probably 
“ ever will, from the irruption of the Perfians under Nader Shah) has 
“ fo far confirmed that independence, that the relation between the 
** Nabob ancl the Mogul is at prefent Httle mtn'e thin nominal 

Mr. Vanlittart informs us, that ** The Nabob f, as he is ufually termedj, 
** or properly the Ndzim of a province, is an officer of theMogul^gor 
“ Vernment, appointed to fuperintend the aftaks of the province, dur- 
“ ing the pleafure of the court. This commiffion extends not even to 
** the life of the pojj'ejfori and in the early times of tlie empire it was 

♦ See pages 21 antf 22 of a MsMomiL fa the Emo's Mbft Excellent Majesty. Dared the 
Febraary. 1762; from the Court of Imtia DireBwrt, Sined by Laurtnet SuUivan, Chairoiaa;. 

Ihmas Rous, Deputy, and Eighteen DireSlors. Printed for J. Brotherton, Cornhiil. 
t Vansittart’s Narrative, Vol. I. p. 4. 
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iffual to make frequerj removals tc> prevent the dangerous elfe^ls 
, ** of an increafing influence* ^ 7 ekher,* according to the original inlUr 
“ tucion, has he any right to. interfeno in the management of the reve~ 
** hues.; which branch belongs to*another officer called The Dewan*^ (of 
whole office we have treated in the |n%ceding chapter) ‘f appointed allb 
“ by the court, and in every rfefpe^i: independent of tly I'^izim. It is 
** true, that fince the ahUiority of the Emperors bfegan tg ck cHue, the 
“ Nazims, taking advantage of the diliradlions of the itate, have ge- 
** nerally cfiablilhed theiplelves in fiich a decree of independency as to 
“ pay little more than a nominal obedience to the court. The forms 
** are Hill kept up ; but they ferve only to lliew w*Iiat was the original 
infiitiulon. Upon the death of a Nazim, the fudcellion, wlictlier 
** continued in the fame family, or feized by a ftranger, is not conli- 
“ dered as valid till confirmed by the imperial patent; but this the 
** actual pofiefibr finds no difficulty in obtaining t»” 

Such have been the Nabobs of Bengal fince the decline, or rather, as 
the Eaft India Direclors more properly lay, ** the fubverfion of the em- 
pirc,” according to the above quotations* But had thole gentlemen 
boldly told the whole truth, they might have jufily faid, that fince 
the period they refer to, the Niz^mut or N^boblhip of Bengal has, to 
this day, been continually pofielled by ufurpers and tyrants, who have 
been maintained therein by violence, fraud and murder* * 

Upon tlic demile of the laji lawful Nabdbt Sujah Kbawn ||, in the year 
1739, his Ion Serfraz Khawn took pollelfion of this government, and 
maintained himlelf in it for about three years, until the rebellion of 
AUaverdy Khawn^ who was then (jQvernor of the li&hdr province. 
This man, who had formerly been Sujah Khawn’s *Hookahburdar, or 

4 

* Mr. Orme t«lls us, there was a time when thefe chaages were fo frequent,* that a new Nabob left 
Debly, riding, contrary to the ufual manner, with his back turned to the heai^of his elephant, and 
gave as a reafon for it, ** that he was looking out Ibr his fuccelTor.” ^ee Ok mb's Him dost an, 
Diflertation, page 28. 

f This alludes to a farce commonly praflifcd fince the fubverljon of the empir#, of obtaining pa¬ 
tents from thele nominal Mogiils whd have been fet up by the different ufurpers at Dchly, of whom 
we have treated in our third chapter. In thefe times, a fum of noDey difperfed among the principal 
geo pje about thofe uforpers wonld obtain the confimation of any lunnpd, grant, or ^ce. It was 
reding fo much clear gafn for a fuppofed gift of what was not in the giver’s pofTeflion, and by 
which ira could lofe nothing. A* ftriidng inftaoce of this mode of negotiation is given by Mr. Van- 
Attart, in the third volume of his Narrative, page 418; where an intriguing Efewan, or miniller of 
the Nabob’s, named Nundcomar, obuios his own titles and feals before his mafter, Meer Jndier, re* 
edives any affurances whatever of the royal appointment to the Nab&bfhip. Since Mr. Vanfittart’s 
government, the Grand Moguh grants of that fort are become ftill cheaper; the domeflic bUick fer- 
vaots of many gentlemen in the ferviceof the En^ifh Eaft ladia Company having been by him created 
Rajahs, or Princesand many Englifh gentlemen have returacd to Europe with the tide of Omrahs. 

II Vansittart’s Narrative, Vol. I. page5. 
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plpc-li^eat'er after promoting an lift paralleled (bene olF treachery among 
the perfidious fervants of his mafter, defeatedihim in a battle fouglit on 
the 2STth January 174/-2, ina^Hich the Kabbb loft* his life. . ' * 

From that period the traitot'ftfbrpi^ the government of Bengai^ {jnd 
maintained himfelf in it againft the repeated invafions qf the M^rahtahs, 
(which lafted for about eight years to the great deftruftion of the 
country and it^ manufaiftories) till, on the ipth of April 17561» he 
died a natural death*. * » 

This uftirper wsfs fucceeded by his brothcr^s grandfbn, the Tyrant 
Serajah al Powlab, who, upon difputes with the Eifglifh £aft India 
Company’s fervants. circumftantially related by Mr. Holwell and 
others, dirpofteiTed them of all their feftories, and on die 20th June 
1756 feized and* facked their town and fort of Calcutta, or Fort Wil¬ 
liam, when fucti of the Englifh and their dependents as efeaped the 
tyrant’s fury took refuge on board the trading vcflels then in the river, 
and dropped down to Fultah, where they led a moft miferable life till 
December 1756, when the Englifh fquadron, under the command of 
Admiral Watibn, and the troops under Lieutenant Colonel Robert 
Clive, ai'rived from the Coaft of Coromandel, rnconfidcrablc as this 
force was, they gallantly proceeded to the re-taking of Calcutta, and 
on the 3<1 January 1757^ happily accomplifhed the work, with fcarce 
any lofs ; the enemy abandoning the fort on the very firft t futtimons 
from the gufts of his Majefty’s (hips, when brought up abreaft of the 
Fort. 

Tlie Nabob Serajfth al Dowlah came down to oppofe the Englifh, who 
by unparalleled inftances of bravqry and intrepidity, attended with the 
moft extraordinary good fortune, baffled him in all lus attempts, and 
forced him, with fcis numerous army, to retire to his capital of Mur- 
(hedab^d; having firft, that is on the 9th of February 1757, obliged 
him to make a very advantageous treaty with them> wherein he con¬ 
firmed all the'former pofleffions and immunities of the Company, and* 
granted them feveral new privileges, as Jmay be feen by the treaty at 
large, and Ills Perw-^nahs, in the Appendix, N** I. and II. pages* 
I and 3, &c. 

This was the firft formal treaty that our Company' had ever cntcftih 
into with any Nabob of Bengal. It was folemnly ratified in the 
ftrongeft manner, the Nab6b fwearing on the Koran, by God and Ma- 

* Scrapton’s RErtECTiONs, page 31. 
t ScRAFToN’s Reflections, page 
i Ditto, page 6o. 
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feonietl, and Colonel CUve plfcdging* the*names of God and ouif Saviour 
faitlifully to obferve the ffrae. • 

* Necelfity which *in politics ulliall)^ fuperfedes all ontlis, treaties, 
or forms whatever, induced the JCngliili*£aft India Company’s repre- 
fentatives, about, four months after the execution of the former treaty, 
to determine, “ by the blejfing of God** upon difpofleffing the Nab6b 
Serajah al Dowlalnof hiS|Nizjlmut, and giving it to anodier. 

Monfieur Dnpleix, the French Governor of Pondicherry, who ** was 
” the § firft difeoverer of the fuperiority of^European difeipline” over 
the natives of this partaof India, had already, with his iiicceiles on 
the coafl: of Coromandel, invented the traffic in Nabdbfliips. Ac¬ 
cordingly Mecr Jaffier Ally Khawn, who had been a Jammadar, or 
commander of a party of horfe under the late Allaverdy Khawn, and 
was now a General ||, and related to the priefeiTt Nabob by marriage 
with Allaverdy’s lifter, having before manifefted a bold and traitorous 
difpolition, was the man pitched upon for our new Nabob. 

The particulars of this revolution are well known. The Nabob Se- 
rajab al Dowlah, betrayed by Jiis lervant Jaffier, was, with his numerous 
army of “ 20,000 f horfe, 50,000 foot, and 50 pieces of heavy cannon,** 
beat on the plains of Plafley, on the 23d June 1757, by a handful of 
men under the command of Colonel Clive, and the Nabob himfelf 
obliged to efcape in difguife. Happy it was for us that this numerous 
army made fo little reliftance that, according to Mr. Scrafton, we had 
“ only feventy men killed and wounded,** 

In confequence of this vi<ftoiy, and the conditions which had been 
previoufly ftipulated with Meer Jaffief, on the 29th June 1757, he was 
by * Colonel Clive formally placed on the mufiiud or throne of the Na- 


' About this period the Englifh at Calcutta received news of war’s being d^iared againti France; 
and they at the fame time difeorered, that the French were fecretly negociatin^with the Nabob Serajah 
at Dowlah. It was thereunon refolved tofet slide a neutrality with the French which had been pro- 
pofed, and to attack their lettlements immediately, a refolotion ■ no fooner taken than luckily exe¬ 
cuted. While the Nabob was artfully amufed, a fquadron of his Majefty’s (hips, under the commands 
of Admirals Watfon and Pocock, with the Company’s troops under the commandiof Colonel Clive, 
inveAed ChaDdernagore, the principal fetilement of the French in Bengal, which, on the 23d March 
1757, they took, after a few hours cannonading from our Ihips, and afterwards razed their town and 
fbrdhcations level with the ground. 

See A Letter to the Prop itiBTOiis East India Stock, from Lord Clive. Page 4, 

ptintedfor J. Nourfe, 1764. . 

II See Mr. Scrafton’s charafter of ” Meet JaflBler,” in a Letter to the Proprietors of Baft India 
Stock, from Mr. Henry Vanftttart. Page 44, &c. printed for J. Newbery, 1767.—-And yiv.Scrgf- 
An's Reflexions. Page 75, &c. 

f Scrafton’s Reflections. Page 85 to 88. 

* Scrafton’s Reflections, Page93. 
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b&bs ofi Bengal, at Mnrfliedaby* Atreaty^^»c6i!^rto<?d the 

oaths of the botttra<ffing F^rdesj kilo enitcfcd Intd-httwe^ liiiii and 
the Englifh €6fti{)4ny,'^^JhetTb5r^‘iidi dhly confirmed ‘all their fbrd?er 
poflelfioiis aflcl privileges, and the treaty lately made.with hij prede*^ 
cefTor, but granted alfo feveral cohfideyatde new privileges and tc^rrk 
tories, befides {fejdng immehfe luma of rca% ijioney,*bo^ to the Cptn^ 
pany and to individuals, as may be feeh by the copies of the treaty land 
fubfequ^rtt agreements at Tjitge in our Appendix,^ N*in. to VII. pages 
5 to 10. * . . • • 

In the mean time; the expelled Nab6b‘ Serajah al Dowlah was difeo^ 
vered on his fligl\|: at Riagemahl, ibized,’ and fi?nt down by Mccr Jafiler*s 
brother to the tity of Muiftiedabid, dn thc '4thf July 1757^ where he 
was 'f privately murdered by order of otir new Nab6b. 

' This was the firft N 4 zim,' or Nabhb created in Bengal by the EngHCh, 
who, after their recent and repeated fnccellbs againB the late Nab6b, 
the French, and the t Dutch, had aciitiifcd fo great a'reputation,' and 
fpread filch terror through the country; that there is no dOubt they 
might with eafe have marched to' Debly/ Revolutroml were now b^ 
come a trade, 'hr atleaft a ftnid to the exlgendet of the Eng^fii 
Eaft India Company'ahd their fiibftitUtes : Meer Jallicr was fbon^Judged 
to be incapable^ and nOtW proper p^rfon to hold the government than 

* It was on this revolution that Colonel, now Lord Clive was ertated or ** made an Otnndt” ^ih0 
Empire by wi»o hitd j|ift ^ore i^^ved his Nabobibip from the Cobuel's bands. See 

his Lordjblp's Letter to the Proprietors of Eet/l India Stock, prln^ for J. Kourfe, 1764, and 

Mr. ‘ Scra / ton's See. ^ - ? 

For form’s fake , farilN^ a Mogal’aFirmaon. already motioned in oiCIrnote page 3.S, was to be 
exhibited; and as there was in faft no real Empercar to ^nt it, application was mane at Oehlylor 
the Teal of Allum Gueer, the prince who was takeb out of prifon, let up, and afterwards murdered 
byCazi al Deen Khawn, aiid’Wholi Firmanos to bit foa Ally Goh^r, at another: tUne«. Colonel Clive 
was fo far from.admitting, thitt he. inareb^ to chaftifs the rebellious adherents of. that prince upon 
the occafion. By viryie of this tide of Omrah, conferred on him his own >Iab6b, Colonel Clive vtas 
fuppofi^ to maintain 6000 hOrfe, for tfae'fop^rt of which thtfiM'Hakiih " made him a jagueerdar,’* 
(fee Lord'Clive's Letter, page 34) “ or Lord of the hmds” teitd by the before-mentioned tr^ity 
to theEngliJb Company, upon which the well-known yearly income, called fagueer, of near 30,0001. 
fterlmg,'was acquired by the Colonel. ' .. s . 

ScRAPTON's Reflbctioks, page 94i ■ .< 

I The Dutch of Bengal feeing ftie ufes whkh on all hands were made of Moguls and Ni)b^s in this. 
diftrafted ftaieof the country, from the fuperiority of European dilcipliite, filmed in their turlfflfe 
defign of trying their fortune in the fame way. The projeft was fept from, the Dutch fettiemeat of 
Chinfurah in Bengal, and adopted by the government of Batavia. According to which,, upon a well 
concerted but badly executed plan, a formidable body of Europeaaand Malay.'troops, • wkb feven 
Ihips, were, towards the end of the year 1759, imported into Bengal, but wetc-defeAtfed itt their at¬ 
tempt's by a bravery which will ever do honour to the EngIKh ; upon which the Dutch were obliged 
to aeceJe with difgracc to very difidvantngeous articles ofuceofflmoctirtion with the Englidi and their 
Nabob, and to take their troops back again. The particulars of tliis adair may be feen at large in the 
Engliflt and Dutch memorials, printed 1762, for J. Brothcitoa in Cornhill. 
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had been cntniftcd to hitn ; which, tdgfcther with'the low ftatc;* of thc^ 
iCoiii^ny*8 hnahees,* land other objects of t)ie lilte f dlitical 
niadp anothel^ irevoiudoh rc^uiijte be^fc ^ of three years 

and four tnotiths. * • 


Upon this foundation it was determined to depofelVlfcer Jaflier j and 
a tre^aty was accordingly entered into, in the name of ^od, with Meqr 
Cofiim Ally Khawn,' who ha<f martied Mcer JfaffieVs daughter. Meer. 
Jafiier was difplaced without any cothmption dr blbodflied, and Meer 
Coflim, though diflinguifhed at iiffl: with the title only of Naib or Deputy- 
Na{)6b, was raifed to the Ni^mnt of J^ngal, independent of his father- 
in-law, w'ho was brought down to the £n^Ii(h fettlement at Calcutm, and 
had a monthly flipend allowed him 'theit for his Ihbflffeiice. 

The treaty entered into with this new Nabob was dated the 27th Sep¬ 
tember 1760, In which, befides other advantageous flipulations, Sun- 
nuds or patents were given, Ranting to the Englifli Eaft India Com¬ 
pany, to defray their expences and pay their troops, the lands of JBurd- 
wan, Midnipore and Chittigong, yielding a clear annual revenue of 
about 600,000 1 . ftcrling, And it was particularly ftipulated, by the 
loth article of this treaty, that the Prince Ally Gdhir, the Grand Mogul 
mentioned in our third chapter, ** ftiould not be fuffered to get any 
“ footing in the countiy,” as may be feen by the copy of the treaty, 
N® VIII. and the Sunnuds, N® IX*. in the annexed Appendix, pages 
II and 13. 

The Nabob Meer Coflim loon convinced'the Englifli that they had 
been deceived in their opinion of bihi.^ He was found to aim at an in¬ 
dependency, which' of courfe was efteemed by no rtilfens TJonfiftent with 
the Company’s intereft; and in other refpefts he became fo trouble- 
fome, that before the expiration of three years from his elevation to the 
government, it was thought expedient to remove him: a meafiire which 
was not now in any refpeft fb ealy to eiwcute as in the time of his pre- 
deceflbr. War therefore %vas formally declared on the 7th July 1763 f, 
and the Englifli rcfblved on the reinftatement of Meer Jaffii*, to which 
they were in fome degree inftigated the hoM of ftrengthening their 
pa^y with the ii^hercnts to, or partiStaiis oPthat Nabob, who alfo 
took the field with‘them for that purpofe, a treaty being previoufly 
entered into which was to take effeCl upon the defeating and expelling 
of^his adverfary. 


• See Vahmttart*# NAnaATlvt, Vol. I. 
t Ibid. Vol. Ill. page 339. t 
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• Meef Coirmi’s troops being* jfveli' pasct, difciplined, a«d ^cotiirid^ 
&oght witb great i'bcrepiclik;yt;.^ and bad not hts ^bo^dtn^e eommafiders 
proved deficient in peribnal connage, m even bad he himielf had [thtt 
bravery Co animate his troops pi'operly by his own prefence in the fields 
it is more than probable that tlie EnglHli Company would have been 
left, fi-om that day, without a fiiigle foo,e*0f»ground in.thole provinces. 
The fiiccefe of thd war was for Ibme time fo uncertain, that (contrary 
to all former pfadiicq) tlie writers and other young perfons in the civil 
fervice of the Company wcre*ali accoutred, difejpUned and formed into 
fi military corps ; but by the blefiing of God the ifiue of the battle of 
Gareea, wherein it was long doubtful which fide would prevail, did 
at laft turn in favour of the Englifii, after tlie campaign had lafted 
^ about fiv^e niontlis. 

Mccr Colliin fled, and was purfued from place to place, till he was 
at length totally driven out of his dominions, and forced to take refuge 
with the nciglihoiiring Nabob, Sujali al Dowlah; upon which Meer 
Jaflier Ally Kliawn was reinflated in his gover-iiment. 

By the treaty which w'as previoufly entered into with Meer Jaflier, on 
the loth July 1763, and the fiiblequent agreement of the i6th Septem* 
her 1764, as in the Appendix N* X. and XL pages 15 and 17, the 
reader will Ice, that all former rights and privileges were fecured, and 
fome confidcra^^lc additional advantages were obtained by the Englifli 
upon every revolution. The Nabob, as may naturally be imagined^ 
after tliefe tranliuitionii was as much dependent upon the Governor and 
Council of Calcutta as could pdfibly be wiftied; even an officer of the 
Company’s, as flipulated for in the*7th article «f the treaty, was from 
tliat time ftationed with him, under the denomination of the Company’s 
Refidcnt, on the view not only of being a watch and check upon the 
Nabob’s tranfadfion#, but alfo to enforce the execution of any bufinefs 
the Governor and,CouiiciI might think proper to relblve on. 

Meer Jaflier did not continue long in his new ftation, having died 
on the 5th Febk’uary 1765 : and it was thereupon thought neceflary, 
by the Governor and Council at Calcutta, to make fiich new arrange¬ 
ments for the management of all bufiners at Murflicd^^d as might<i«. 
ferve to render future Nabobs ftill more dependent,, and confbquently 
the Company more lecure; for the execution of which defign four 
gentlemen of the Council at Calcutta were appointed a deputation, 
who had- dired^ions not to fix the Nabob in the Miifiiud till he had 
agreed to their requifitionsi The perfon fixed otl for this nominal go¬ 
vernment was Najim al Dowlah, Meer Jafficr’s eldefi: fon; a youth then 
of about eighteen years of age. He u as denied the liberty of advifing 
' [ F 2 ] with 
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whfii thole minifters of jps &ther, who^ he was defirous of coittinuing 
in office, becaule they were {u(pe£led of having embezzled 4a great 
part of the revenues, and of not being favourable to the views of the 
Company ; nay the principal ^ninifter was fo6n afterwards feized, by 
order bf the Governor and Council and fent pnfoper to Calcutta; 
when the Nabob found himtblf neceffitated to appoint (uch other nii> 
nilters and coUedors Englifli pointed out to hiih, ib that an in¬ 
terregnum of fcveral weeks * palled before the bi^nels'was finally fet¬ 
tled : during .which period Najim al DoWlah faw himlelf actually re¬ 
duced to the alternative, of either acceding to the arrangements pro-f 
pofed, or of relinquifliing all thoughts of the Nabobfliip. Thofe ar¬ 
rangements, with relped to the colledion of the nevenues, were in¬ 
deed judicionfly made; and well calculated to prevent, in part, the 
very grofs embezzlements which had before been pradifed, to the 
amount of near a million and a half fterling per annum. The more 
that was faved to the Nabob of the public money, the more remained, 
in fad, for the Company; but however proper Inch appointments 
might be, yet being totally repugnant to the inclination of the Nabob, 
they lerve to point out his entire dependence, which indeed nothing 
can fhew in a clearer light than the treaty itfelf; l^y which the Nabob 
was evidently deprived of his army, and the nomination of his miniflers 
and officers of government. It was dated the 25th February 1765 
(fee the Appendix, N® XV. page 22); which every reader fhould at¬ 
tentively perule, who wiihes to form an adequate.f judgment of fo ex¬ 
traordinary and important a negociation. 

• • Soon 

* NotwUhAanding moch time pafled in altercation, the treaty, 'when executed, was antedated to 
the a5th February 1765, being the very day on which the deputies arrived at Murfhedabad. See 
J. Johnfione*$ Letter to the Proprietors of Eaft India Stock, 1 766, p. 17., 

f Upon all thefe revolutions large Aims of money were obtained by the perfoos who condudled 
them from every new-made Nabob. In the mid A of immenfe fiartunes, fnddenlywcquired by tbefe means. 
Lord Clive’s Hands the moft conrpkaous; who upon the making of Jsdiicr Ally Khawn, In 1757, 
obtained a jagueer of 30,000 1 . pw annum, exduAve of other immeofe prefents. Upon the. making 
of Najim al Dowlah, on Meer JalAer*$ death, in 1765, the gentlemen deputed from Calcutta, upon 
that bulinefs, likewife received conAderable prefents; which Lord CKve and the Selefl Committee, 
who arrived at Cal^tta foon after, greatly difapproved of, and let on foot a very ferere enquiry into 
"The condufl of theoeputies on that occaAon. In a Letter to the Proprietors ^ EaA India Stock, 
imnted in the year 1766, p.,53, Mr. John Johnftene, who was chief of the deputation, in vindica¬ 
tion of his own conduct, thus recriminates on his l^dlbip, who was the leader of thofe enquiries: 
" Did the Nabob Jaffier Ally Khawn intend to give no more to Lieutenant Colonel Ciive than barely 
** the fum of aSo.ooo rupees, as his equal fliarc with Governor Drake, of the prefent of 23 lacks 
** to the Secret Committee, and 3 lacks, as his proportion of one-eighth as commander in chief, of 
*' the donation of 25 lacks given to the army i The additional prefent lie received at the fame time, 
*• over and above thofe two other ihares, was recktxied at 25 lacks, above 300,000 pounds fterling; 

** and it is well known to be the geooral and eftablUhed praflict aaong tlx; people 01 that country to 
** make fuch diftinflions.** 



O N I N b I A .A P y A I R s* 4^5 

Sooif after the execudoii of tl)is treaty* as w| have ihentioned’in*6ur 
foregoing chapter 'arrived the Right Honourable IxMrdXllv^i Vivith 
fome of the gentlemen appointod by the Court of Directors* to fb^m a' 
Sele(^ Cominitfee, in veiled with unlimited powers (as they chofe in¬ 
terpret them) fojr managing the affairs of the Coinpanyr And 'though 
at this time the country was in pcrfetSl: tranquillity* cvjery enemy of the 
Company’s a^u^lly flibdnedV and- fiich agr^ei&ents as were thought 
requifite for the Company’s interefl: fettled likewiie with the Prmce 
Shah Allum and the Rijah Bui want Sing; yet thefe gentlemen refblved 
tto undo all that had been done ; and*, as we iiave before obferved* to 
new model the affairs* of the Company : and* in order to effed: the in¬ 
tended alterations) it was determined among them to proceed, as if no 
treaties had been fettled* or peace had not exifled in Bengal* with 
fuppofing the Prince* Shah Allum, then really in pofleilion of the impe¬ 
rial crown of Hindoflin* and the expelled Nabob, Sujah al Dowlah* 
actually * Vizier of the empire, and. finally* to invert thcmfelves, as 
Plenipotentiaries* with full and ample powers, d» behalf of the Nabdb^ 
Najhn al Dowlah^ to do what they pleaied.’, 

The Emperor Shah Allum and the expelled Nabdb al Dowlah*, 
to whom thb objeAs in view were of no lefi importance than the for¬ 
mer’s being confirmed king of the world* and the latteris being rertored 
to his loft don^nions* readily agreed to* every thing that was propofed by 
our Plenipotentiaries; and new agreements were alfo made and entered 
into, by which our ^^bob* Najim al Dowlah* very meekly lays down his. 
Nabobfhip* which the Englifh take up, under the title of Devvannee*. 
and he agrees tOb«ccept of the andital film of* licca rupees, fifty-three 
lacks and eighty-fix tlioufand (or about 673,266!. fterling)^ for the 


In a Letter to the ProOTietors of Eaft India Stock, from Lord Clive, printed for J. Nourie, 1764, 
p. 17, his Lordihip had before apologized for his receiving of ihofe piercots, upon his maldng thc' 
Nabob Jaffier Ally Khawn, in the fbllowiog words: 

“ The NabAbi agreeable to the known and uTual cuftom of Eaftern Princes, made prefents, both 
** to thole of his own court, and to fach of the Engjilh, whp by abilities.had been, 

" inAramental in the happy fuccefs of fo hazardous an enterprize, fuitable to the rank and dignity 
“ ofa Great Pxisce. I was one amongft the many who beneEted by his favour, I never fought 
to conceal it, but declared publidy*. in my letters to the. Secret Corotnittee the Iadia< Oirefipts, 

" that the Nabbb’s generolity had made tny fortune and that .the Compdny’s welfare was ndM^ 
** my only motive for Itajring in India. What injuliice was this to the Company ? TiUsy could 
** eXpoQ no nun than lahat was Jipufated in the treaty . - Or what infunAion was 1 under to refufe 
a prefent from him, who had the power to make me one, as the reward of honoarahk ftrvices t 
*• I know of none.** • 

$ Lord Clive arrived at Calcutta thc 3d May. 1765. 

* See the Preamble to the Tee ATT with Sujah at i(Sth AageA I7d5, in the ApfbndiXi, 

N* XVII. p. 37. 
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* CONSIDERATIONS. 

' fupj^ort of his government. He alfo‘agrees to give the Einporor 26 
lacks, or 325,000 l.<peiranniun, for giving the Ddwannce, or r^vemiesk 
of his Nabobfliip to the Englifh ; whoj^^in coniicleration of his Majc^ly’s 
granting them this Dewannce, engage to become fecurities for the 
Nabob •Najim afl Dowlah’s regularly paying that fiim to the Emperor^ 
The a,bfurdity of thefe mock nogociations will bell appear by a reference 
to the treaties themfclvfes; for which purpole, as \ycll Jis lor more clear-, 
ly lliewing the entire fubjecUon of ihele Indian Princes, Ve mull crave 
the I'cadcr’s patience to turn to the Appendix, XVII. to XXIII. 
pages 27 to 37*. ‘ ^ 

Willi rcfpe^l to the relation which the Engllfli Kali India Company at 
prclcnt bears to the Nabobs of Jlengal, we cannot explain it in a better 
manner than Lord Clive has already done to the Directors of tiiat Com¬ 
pany, upon the fubjcCl of this Nabob Najim al Dowlab, of whom we 
have been juft fpeaking. His LordlliipN words are thelc. 

t “ Conlidering the cxcclles wc have of late years manifefted in our 
conducl, tlie Princes of Hindoftan will not readily imagine us capable 
** of moderation^ nor can we expect they will ever be attached to us by 
** any other motive than fear. Meer Jafticr ColIIm Ally, the prclcnt 
“ Nabob, and even Mahomed Ally, the Nabob of Arcot (the bell Miil- 
fclman I ever knew) have afforded inftances fufiicient of their inclina- 
** tions to throw off the Englilh liiperiority. No opportuniiy will ever 
“ be neglected that feems to favour an attempt to extirpate us, though 
“ the confequences, while wc keep our army complete, mnft in the end 
** be more fatal to themlclves. This impatience under the li.bjeclion, 
“ as I may call it, to Europeans is Katural ; but lb gi;eat is the infatu- 
*,* atioii of the natives of this country, that they look no farther than the 
“ prefent moment, and will put their all to the hazard,of a finglc battle. 
Even our young Nabob, who is the iftue of a proftityte, who has little 
abilities, and lets education to fupply the want of them; mean, 
“ weak, and ignorant as this man is, he would, if Icit to himlelf and 
a few of his artful flatterers, piirfue the very paths of his predecelfors. 

“ It is impoftible therefore to iruft him with power and be fale. If 
“ you mean to maintain your prelent poffcfliohs and advantages, tf?e 
command of the* army and receipt of the revenues muji be kepi in your 
“ own hands ; every wifli he may exprefs to obtain cither, be afliired, 

“ is an indication of his delire to reduce you to your original fate of 

f Part of the. 15th paragraph of a Letter, dated Calcutta, tlie 30th September 1765. Au.then- 
Tic Papers, p. 29. 

4 “ de~ 
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** dep^deney, tp w^icp^ yoM, faf^%evei mit/ refutft clA|fnc'’^0 

EXIST,” ^ i,: , 

This oiir yQwng Nabob Najim* ^^Do^ah,, by the agreement injsde 
between him and the Company in Jfuly 1765, was ta have 
income, out of'the revenues of the Beng^ prayinen, of coniiderably 
.n^ore than fifty>t|^ee lacks of ficca per *nnum' Mlthtn two or 

three months afterwards, in confequence of the penetrating infpefiions 
that had been made*by Loa^ Clive and Mr. Sykes, it was reduced 
to lets than forty-two lacks f: but he died fvddenly oft the 8tli May 
^1766, within fifteen pionths after his exaltation to the Mufnud. 

The allowance to his brother and fujcce^r Moer Kaneyah, alias Sey^ 
al Dowlah,, a youth of about fifteen yevs oid, was. reduced to thirty-fix 
lacks, which however he did. not long enjoy, having, on the. loth of 
March 1770, aifb died fuddenly. 

His ypungeft brother Mob^reck al Efowlah, a youth of about thirteen 
years of age, was the next Nab6b. His allowance upon his acceflion to 
this nominal f^veminent was fettled by the Company's Servants in 
Bengal, at thirty-two lacks a year; but it was lefiened, .in the.f^c year 
1770, to fixteen lacks by the Court of Direflors; who at the lame time 
alTo reduced the income of the miniiler Mahomed Keza Khawn, from 
nine to five lacks per annum* 

Our prefent Nabob Mob^reck al Dowlah, though a child, ’ has alre^y 
been furnifhed with a feraglio, whioh will icarce contribute to promote 
a long life : but when, or how Moboreck may die we pretend not to 
fbi’cfee. However, as he is the only remaining fbn of Meer Jaffier, and 
confidering the*iate fatality among Nabbbs, it* is reafbnable to Imagine 
the race of them iii Ben^ is very nearly at an end. It is probable 
oiir prefent young Nab6b.may prpve the laR of his fanuly, and he may 
likewife wind upldie bottom of this office, with refpeA to, the human 
race. Vl^never he dies. In any way, perhaps one of the flat^ 
elephants may be thonght no improper fuccefibr, that bnng an animal 
of great fhew,* very lonjg lived, equally % ^raQahle^ and not fb<expenr.. 
five tp maintain as the pageant parts of the human race. 

• See Appendix, N®XXin. p. 77. v 

f See Lord Clive's Lbttbr to the Coobt of Directors.'’ Avthbktic Papers coa- 
cerning India Affairs, page 27. Aod Stkbs’s Lbttbr ta thR Sblrct Coumitteb at 
Calcutta. A^endix, N® XXXIX. p. 139, &c. • 

t See Sykbs’s Litteb to the Select Coiimittbb. Appeniiat fM^ 138. 
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REMARKS ON th*e foreooing CHAPTERS. 

• • 

M any intelligent gentlemen in Englegid, wh6 ^e unacquainted 
with the affairs of India, when they hear the Grand Mogul or the 
Nabob of Bengal mentioned, imagine them to be independent Princes, 
poBeiled of territories in their own right, and either ruling their (ub- 
jcfts by their own will, or by the eBdbliflied laws of fndia> The forc" 
going chapters, we hope, will £ec thole matters in a true light, and 
convince the impartial reader, that nothing can be more dillant from 
trutli at prefent than die idea of fuch independency. The Nabobs of 
Bengal are no other than the tools of the BngltOi Ball India Company 
and their Reprelen(atives in Alia, through whom not only the natives, 
but even Englilhmen, in thole remote parts, are expoled to every ipe- 
< ics of oppreffion ; for fo grievous is the prefent lituation of Britilli fub- 
jefts in thole countries, that it is in faft now ealily in the power of the 
Governor of Bengal, whenever he pleales, to deprive any one of fo much 
of his property as lies witliin the Nab 6 h*B dominions, or evbn of his life, 
Hiould he trull himfelf there, without its being poBible for juBice to be* 
procured againB fiich offenders by any laws now in Being there, or even 
here, according to the prelent ftate pf things and conllitution of the 
Company* Every fubfeq'uent chapter will lerve more^o convince the 
reader of the truth of thefe atfl^rtiotis. 

The only land which the Englilh Eall India Company ever legally 
held by a regular grant from a real Mogul, was wRat the Emperor 
Furrukhleer granted them in the year 1717, which w3s not quite fif¬ 
teen acres, wherever they eftabllflied their fa^ories, as will be (hewn 
ill the following chapter. And from all the concurrent teftimonics pro¬ 
duced in our fourth .and fifth chapters poncerfiing' the Qewannee and 
the Nabob, to which teffimonies even the Right Honourable Lord Clive 
himfelf has contributed, it appears clearly, that, according to the inftir 
tutions of the empire, the Nabobs Nd^im, or Subahdar of Bengal, or in-, 
deed of any other part of Hindofidn, had no power over the revenues, 
he being liable to be called upon for the whole amount of them, after 
being paid the nccelTary cxpcnces of tfie Nizdmut. 

The Nabob therefore could have no right to dilpofo of the revenues, 
much lels to bellow the rank of nobility by creating Omrahs of the 
2 empire; 
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empire j to alienate lands, or gi^njt *away to another pei'fbn, by a •fcr- 
nial andpubHc. aft, any part of**a jagueer which he might himfelf have 
held only conditionally, in ap|3earance, from the Emperor, as a* Ja- 
gueerdar; which being all imperial, afts, could only be done by an Em¬ 
peror eftabliflied on the throne of Dehly, and fiich anyone there has 
not been for mariy years part ; confe^iuenfly all the tenures of fuch ter¬ 
ritories and reven^ies as have been taken by the CngliDi Company, be¬ 
yond what wei^ granted them in 1717 by Fu^rukhfeer, are not legally 
valid, according to tJjc eonjliiution of the Mogul empire^ but pofleflions 
Required and held either by violence or ulurpatton. 

To fuppolc the cxiftcnce of the old eftabliflied laws and aftual form 
of government of the Mogul empire, and to argue therefrom, is highly 
abllird in fpeaking of tlie prefent ftate of affairs, when no fiich laws or 
' empire exift. In all the publications therefore which have lately been 
made of thofe matters, we meet with numberlefa abfiirdities and con- 
tradiftions ; the parties themfelves having made the conftitution of the 
Mogul empire appear juft ivhat they pleafed, by reprelenting things in 
fuch lights as bell lerved to promote their own temporary interefts. 

Thus ill the memorial from the Court of Direftews of the Englifli 
Company to the Kiiig^s Moft Excellent Majefty, on the fiibjeft of com¬ 
plaints from the Dutch Eaft India Company, dated the 3d February 
1762, the Dlreftors by very ingenious arguments endeavour to con¬ 
vince their Sovereign, that the Nabob of Bengal was de fa&o whatever 
he might be de jure, a * fovereign prince, and the Mogul nobody; be- 
canfe at that time it was requilite for their purpofe that Jafficr Ally 
Khawn, our Coinpany's firft Nabob,, fliould appear independent. The 
Right Honourable Loi*d Clive at that time fupported the fame doftrine, 
becaule, in gratitude for his having fecured to that officer the Nabob- 
fliip of Bengal, the Nah6h had made bis Lordfliip an Omrah, and by 
appointing him a jagueer, made him a Jagueerdhr, or Lord of the 
Company’s lands,* “ who were thereh'j freed from all dependence, except 
** on his Lordfjip f.” But when it becomes iicGcffary to afliime the 
Dewannee, as we have juft leen, then our Nabob is nobody; and 
Shah Alliim ilTues his Royal Firmauns with all Imperial authorif^. 

The faft is, that none of thefe revolutions or pretendfed grants can be 
fupported upon principles of juftice. In all the tranfaftions we have 
taken notice of, there was no right but that of the longeft Iword, nor 
any law except the will of the conquerors; who could, upon all fiich 

• SccADefencf, &c. printed for J. Brotherton, in Cornhill, 1762, page 22. 
t Sfc Lord Ctivj’s Letter to the Proprietors, primed for J. Nourfe, 1764, pages 34 
to 36. 

[ G ] occafions, 
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• ocjoafions, have taken for theihfelt^es,*or given to* the Com^aj^v 
they plcafed, havix]^ nfc check but their own confcknces^ or Iclj. >ni any 
rule but that of convenience, 

, The Black Nabobs had the Tgime reatbn for appearing to hcl<l ilv ir 
Nabobfoips by .virtue of Imperial Sunnuds, as the EngliftiCompa; y had 
for pretending to hold their foil lands' by grants froifi the Nabob, and 
their fuhfequcnt Dewannee from the Mogult though tj^cy fliould he uc- 
celfitated for each purpcfle refpe< 5 lively to create*their own Nabbh.^ or 
Emperors; viz. the having fomething oftpnfible tb fcreen their ufnri.a- 
tion, in calc their pretended right Ihould be dilpiitcd by any odicr 
power; but as the fword alone Avould decide tl\e point in India, this 
cloak feeins to have been chiefly calculated lor lervice in our northern 
climates. 


Periiaps Lord Clive had this idea principally in view, as a farther le-‘ 
ciirity for his jagueer, when on his lalt trip to Bengal he changed the 
Hate of the Company’s affairs lb Ipeedily, by altering all the treaties 
then fubfifting, exalting the Prince Ally Gohar, and introducing the 
Company as deriving every thing immediately from this our new- 
created Emperor, by the manoeuvre of the'Dewanncc. In the then 
Hate of the Company’s affairs, it was polfible that the litigation refpe<^- 
ing his jagueer might be revived, or that even government might inter¬ 
fere tliercin ; and his Lordfliip^well knew that he could fcarce have 
continued in the enjoyment of it, if the Company had 'been averfe to 
his fo doing ; much lefs could he ever have obtained latisfadion from 
the laws or courts of hindoflduy to which, in the 'opinions of the ablefc 
lawyers here, the point mull: at laft have been referred for decifion. 
Every flep, therefore, tending farther to ellablilli the authority of tins 
tinfortunatc Prince, as Emperor, and to make the Company appear to 
iiold all they poflefled under that authority which was alfo made to 
confirm his Lordlliip’s Jagueer, was adding weight to his own claim ; 
and the additional allowance of twenty-fix lacks per annum, whicli liw 
JLordlliip provided for this our Emperor, was binding Jiitoi by interell 
to his Lordfliip’s fide. 

It is fcarce polfible otherwife to account for this extraordinary and 
bold ftep of his Lordlhip, in all'nming the Dewannee; which, as we 
have lliewn in our 4th chapter, had been fo pofitively reje^Ied by *the 
Company in March 1763 ; for it was a Ilep that was highly iiicom- 
’ patible with the Company’s engagements then fubfifting with the Na¬ 
bob, and injurious to that family from whom both the Company and 
his Lordlliip had derived the greateft benefits, nay, and which could 
not fail of laying open and expoling the affairs of the Company to thofe 

national 
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national inquiries which followed ;* while in fall they had not in Ben¬ 
gal the Sipi>earance of receiving Immediately any real advantage from 
the change. That the reader tfiay perceive more clearly the trut]li of 
this lafl: aflertion, we will lay before him a fliort view of the advantages 
gained by the C»mpany upon the treaties fubiifling when Lord CHvc 
and his Ccnniniitee arrived in Calcutta, c^mpare^ with thofe made by 
them upon their ajliiming of the Dewannce, , 

In order to form* a right judgment of this comparlfon, the reader 
rnufl be firft informed of the ti'ue value of thg zemiiulary of the late 
^iljah Buhvant Sing. At the capital city of BaJiaras, the judicious Go¬ 
vernor Vanflitart and his Council had, towards the end of the year 
1764, eftablidled'a factory confiding of a Chief and Council, for the 
colledtion of the revenues of that zemindky, which was likewhe more 
advantageoufly fituated for extending and Increafing the falcs of broad¬ 
cloth and other ftaple articles imported by the Company, than any other 
fadlory they poflelled. His Lordfliip and the Secret Committee (who 
appeared on tliis as well as on many other occafions, to Ijave brought 
from England all knowlegc of the date India was in on their arrival) 
upon relinquifliing this zemindar)^ rcfolved alfo to withdraw the fac¬ 
tory ; and without duly confulting the fervants of. the Company em¬ 
ployed in that department, were pleafed to fix the revenues of the 
country for tlfc lad year they refolved *tltc Company diould hold it,' end¬ 
ing the 27th November I765,_ at twenty lacks of rupees. But it is well 
known that the llajirfi, vvlio died about two years ago, colledlecl near 
four times that fum. His brother,^ the late Sirnaam Sing, was actually 
on the point of ftiaking propofals to the Comptfny for giving them forty- 
five lacks per annum for that zemindiiry, about the time in which tiiis 
country ivas given up by his Lordfliip. In a very fliort time the Com¬ 
pany therefore might with the greated propriety, after making every 
ctluitable allowance to the Zemindar, have coIleHed fifty lacks, and 
upon his clemife, by keeping the lands In their own hands, upon the 
footing of the* Calcutta Pergunnahs, there is not the lead doubt to be 
entertained of tlieir having foon yielded eighty lacks, or one million 
fterling per annum. 


Upon 


[ G * ] 
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*tFpon the treaties fifbfifting in G&vernor Spencer’s ti^e, Fc- 
, briiary 1765 (See the Append!^ N*’ XIV. and XV. pages 21, 
, • &c.} . . ** 

Sicca Rupees, Pounds Stcrlii^ 

The acceffion of five lacks of Sicca rupees ^ 

per month in.coiificjeration' of the Com¬ 
pany’s military expences, is, per annum 6,obo,ooo. 

The revenues of Biirdwan, Midnipore, and " 

Chittigong, • (exclufiye of Calcutta anS 
the 24 Pergunnahs) agreeably to an efti- 
mate of Lord Clive’s - _ - 5,000,000 

The revenues of Ghazipore, Banaras, &c. 
diftri^s of the zemindary of Bulwant 
Sing, which for the reafoiis before given 
may with great moderation be eftiinatcd 
at ----- - 4,500,000 


^ 5,500,000 

Or, at 2s. 6d. each t,943,750 

Upon Lord Clive’s Treaties in Auguft 1765, (fee 
the Appendix, N"* XVII. XVIH. XXIL and XXIII. 
pages 27, 29, 36 and 37.) * 

Sicca Rupees. 

His Lordfliip himfelf* ellimated, that tlie 
whole revenues of the Company’s pro¬ 
vinces in Bengal, Bahar and Orifia, (ex- 
clufivc of Calcutta and the 24 Pcrgiin- 
nahs) would amount to - - 25,000,000 

From which niuft be deduded. 

The annual Ilipend provided by * 

his Lordfliip for the Emperor 
Shah Allum - - 2,600,000 

The annual allowance to the 
Nabob of Bengal, which, 
though afterwards reduced, 

•was firft fixed at ’ - 5,386,1 31 

. -- 7»98^»I3I 

17,013,869 

at as. 6d. each ^ r * - - 2,126,733 


f See Actbektic PAitGRs, a6. 
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Thel clifFerence in favour of Jl.orcl Clive’s tjeaties, according to "this 
«fl:imare, which comprehends every article,of a permanent nature, is 
only one hundred and eiglity-two thoufand, nine hundred and eighty- 
three pounds fterling per annum,* even admitting that, agreeably to his 
liordfliip’s ellimate, 250 lacks had been aitiially collected; which we 
believe, from a variety of caufes, has ntft been |he cafe in any one year 
from his Lordttii^ys ertablUhment to this day,i . It is true, that the Na¬ 
bob, Snjah al Doudali, upon iiis being reftored to his country, paid 
the Company fifty lacks ofhupees, agreeably j,to the 6iili article of the 
i treaty, as an indemnification for their charges in the war. But this 
being only a teinpordry advantage, againft which niuft be alfo placed 
the extraordinary*charge of that campaign, it cannot with propriety be 
included in our eflimate among the articles of a permanent annual re¬ 
venue. 

If then we place againft the before-mentioned 182,983!. the 400,0001, 
now paid annually to government, and the additional improvements 
which might have been moft rcafonabJy expe<ftcd from Bulvvant Sing’s 
Zemindury, it inuft be allowed that his Lordftijp’s alterations, upon 
aftliming tlie Dewannee, have been no way for die intcreft of the Com¬ 
pany, even without bringing to account the amazing increafe in the 
charges of the civil and military cftablifhmcnts, which has been another 
ill conicqiiciice, to tlie alinoft entire !ibfbrption of the revenues. 

Even the Court of Eaft India Direiftprs leem to have been Icon fen- 
liblc of this greatly increafing charge, uy their letter to the Sele<ft Com- 
iiiittce at Bengal, dated the i 6th March 1768 ; wherein, after eftimat- 
iiig what the rarioiis articles of mcrcafe in their military and other 
charges would amount to, exclufive of what might be paid to the 
Marahtalis, if their treaty with that nation fliould come to a conclu- 
fion, they thus proceed, in the r4oth paragraph. ** When thcle cal- 
** dilations ara made, you will find we already approach the utmojl 
limits of iL’bat cxpcncc can be afforded from the revenues : and ftiould 
** there be occafioa for any militaiy operations, it will be Ibund we 
have not altered our lituatioii much to our advantage ; but have 
o«/)! exchanged a certain pvoft in commerce for a pjelecarious one in 

'** llEVENLMi.” 
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CHAP. VVII. 

On ihe MOG.UL’s FIRMAUNS, the Passports called DUS- 
TUCKvS, and the early POSSESSIONS of t^ie ENGLISH 

in BENGAL^ • * . 

* “ 

• • 

^T~']IE PortiJgiie'ze, who after the firil dWcovt-ries of Vafco de Gama, 
i in 1497, * poilti'Ied the grcatcll power and trade in Intlia ibrj 
lienr a century uuintcrruptetl by any Europctin rival, had iettle- 
nicnts ellabliilied at Snrat and Guzerat, or Amadav/it, on the coafl# 
of Coromandel and 3 lalabar, and in Bengal, long before any Englifli , 
tradim* veffels viiired India. They were fo early, as about the year 
r /, in league with the King of I^engal, then independent of the 
court t)l‘ Deldy, w'honi they anilied with a large force from Goa againlfc 
the Paun, Shore Khawn. Their principal iettlements in Bengal at 
firft were Porto Grande, whicli we now call Chittigong, and near 
Hoogly, Porto Pequeno, where, or thereabouts, they ftill prelervc their 
prefent fcttlcinent of Bandcll: which fettlement at Hoogly was after¬ 
wards conlirmed to them by the Emperor Shah Selcem, or jehan Guecr, 
the grandfather of the famous Aitrengztbe, on condition, of their pro¬ 
tecting the Bay and Coafl: of Bengal againfl: the incurfions of the Mugg 
pirates, which were at that time very frequent, 

Qiteen Elizabeth was the firft of Britilli Sovereigns who interefted 
themfelvcs in the voyages of the Englifli round the Cape, to the Eaft ; 
having, for the purpofe of eftablifliing a trade in India and China, lent 
her royal letters, by the adventurers of thofe times, to feveral of the 
Emperors and Princes of thole countries ; particularly jn the year 1583, 
by two merchants, named John Newbery and Ralph, Fitch ; and in 
the year 1596, by two others, named Richard Allot and Thomas 
Bromfield. , 

Her Majefty’s letter dated in February 1583, fent by Mr. John New¬ 
bery to the Great Mogul, or Emperor Akbur, was as follows. 

• • * 

** Elizabeth, by the Grace of God, &:c. To the moft Invincible and 
moft Mightie Prince, Lord Zelabdim Echebar, King of Cambaya, 

^ Invincible Emperor, &c. 

** The great affertion which our fubjefts liave to vilit the moft diftant 
** places of the world, not without good will and intention to in 
** troduce the trade of merchandize of allnations whatfbever they can, 

•* by which mcancs the mutual and friendly trafique of merchandize 

« on * 
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** on both fides may come, is the^ Caufe tRat ^he bearer of this I<;tter,. 
“ Joh^ Newbery, jointly with ^hole that be in Jiis company, with a 
“ cuiteous and honcft bokliicflc, do repairc to the borders, and cpnn- 
** treys ofyonr empire, weedouljt not^biit that your Imperial Majeftie, 
** throiigli your royal grace, will favourably and friei\dly accept him. 
“ And that ye Ivould do it the rather for our fake, to make us greatly 
“ beholding to your Rlajeftio ; wee tiio*uld m<i»re earneftly, and with 
“ more wordi raquil*e it, if wee did think* it needful. Put by the 
lingular report that is of ^onr Imperial Majeftie*s humanitie in thefe 
“ uttermolt parts of the world, wee arc greaJy eafed of that burden, 
“ and therefore wee^ ufe the fewer and lefle words: onely we requeft 
“ that bccaiife they are our fubje<fi:s, they may be honeftly intreated 
“ and received. * And that in refped of the hard journey which they 
** have undertaken to places fo far diHant, it would pleafe your Ma- 
“ jeilie, with Ibme libertie and fccurity of votage to gradfie it, with 
“ luch privileges as to you fhall item good : which curtille, if your 
** Imperial Majeftie flial to our fubjecls at our requells performe, wee; 
according to our royal ho!iour, will recompcnce the la'me with asi 
many deferts as we can. And herewith wee bid your Imperial Ma- 
** jeftie to farewcl 

Mr. Ralph Fitch, who writes the narrative recorded in Hackluyt, 
mentions theh* having ftaid at the court of the Emperor Akbur, which 
was then held at Fettehporc, until the 28th September 1585; but takes 
no notice of any privileges then obtained. 

The lirll Englifliman, as may b^ gathered from Purchases coUeftion; 
who obtained privileges from the Grand Mo^ul in favour of this na¬ 
tion, was a John Mildenhall f* He fet out from London in the year 
15^9, upon a voyage up the Streiglits ; after which he proceeded over 
land from Aleppo* through Perlia, to the Mogul’s court at Agra, (but was a 
conliderablc dole on his journey, thereafons for wliich delay he gives no 
account of,) where he arrived in 1603. He was, as well as Jiis letters, 
very gracioufly received by the Emperor, to whom he prclented a 
Nuzzer of twenty-nine line horfes, and fome jewellery; but met with 
great oppolition from the intrigues of the Jefuits, particularly the Ita¬ 
lians, of whole enmity he complains much; and.could do nothing for 
want of the language of the country. He therefore applied hard, and 
made himfelf fulficiently mailer of the Perlian tongue, whereby he 

• Sec Richard Hackluyt’s Collection, the 2d volume, page 245. Printed, London, ^59S^» 
t Sec PouciiAs’s PuoiUMS, ift Part of ius zd Sank, page 1x4, autio 1625. 
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ibuivi means to ingratiate hihafclf the Mogul, and at laft* obtained 
iimlauns much to hi^ iatisia£^ion, and*which were laid to tend greatly 
to the profit and honour of this nation*; but we are not furnifticd with 
the copies of thofe hrmauns. , ^ * * 

During Mr. MildenhalPs peregrination^ that is, on the 30th Decem¬ 
ber in the year 1600, Queen Eliy-abeth had granted her firft letters pa¬ 
tent to ccrtai!! adventurers, for fifteen years, for the ^ifeovery of the 
trade to the Eaft, by the name of The Governor and •Company of Mer¬ 
chants of London trading into the Eaft: Iq.dies; which iiioft probably 
preventetl Mr. Mildenha?rs firmaiins from appearing. 

Mr. Thomas Beft who went out to India with the dire^ion of two- 
Blips in 1611, carried letters likewife from King James, and prefents to 
the Great Mogul, Sliah Seleein (afterwards called Noor al Deen Jehan- 
giicer) then at Agra. On the 21ft 0£loberi6i2, he fettled articles of 
trade with the Mogul Governor of Amadavdt and Surdt, of which he 
afterwards received a confirmation from the Mogul, in a firmaun, dated 
at Agra the 25tli January 1613.; whereby, among other things, it was 
ftipulated, “ That tliere flioiild be a perpetual peace and free com- 
** merce between the Mogul’s fiibjedls and the Englifh in all parts of 
** his dominions; that all Englifli goods fliould pay enftom after the 
“ rate of three and a half per cent, upon the value or price they were 
“ worth when put into the cuftom-houfe, and that it fliould be lawful 
** for the King of England to i^eep and continue an ambaflador at 
“ the court of the Great Mogul, during the time of the faid peace and 
** commerce; there to compound and end all fucK great and weighty 
“ queftions as might any way tend tQ a breach of the faid peace.” 

In the year 1614, Sir Thomas Roe t» Knight, was appointed, and 
lent by his Majefly, King James the Firft, as ambaflador, with prefents 
and a letter to the Grand Mogul, Shah Scleeni,, or Jehangueer, of which 
letter the following is a copy. 

James, by the Grace of Almighty God, the Creator of heaven and 
earth, King of Great Britain, &c. &c. 

“ To the High and Mighty Monarch, the Great Moguls of the 

oriental Indies, pf Candahar, Cafhmeer, KJiorafTaan, &c. Greeting. 

“ We having notice, of your great favor towards us and our fubjcdls, 
** by your great firmaun to all your captains of rivers, and officers of 
*1 your cuftoms, for the entertainment of our loving fubjedls, the Eng- 
lifh nation, with all kind relpecl, at what time foever they fUall 

• See PvRCHAs’a Pilgrims, Book 11 . page 456, &c^ 
t IsiD. page S3S, &c. 
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**, arrive al any of the ports withift ycJiir domini|)ns, arid that they m^y • 
** have^juiet trade and commerce, without any kiitd of hindrancef or 
** moleftatipn, &c. as by the articles concluded by Sheik Stiffee, Oo- 
vernor of the Guzcr 4 ts, in your/iame, with our loving fubje£t OapI* 

** tain Thomas appeareth: having thought it meet to fend unto 
“ you our anrbanador which may more fully, and at large, liandle'and 
“ treat of fiich matters as are fit to be confidertd of, 'concerning that 
good and fmen%Uy correfpondence which is*fo lately begun\ between 
** us; and which will without doubt redound to the honour and uti- 
** lity of both nations. In which confideration/and for \he iurthering 
of fuch laudable commerce, we have made choice of Sir Thomas 
“ Roe, Knight, one of the principal gentlemen of our court, to whom 
** we have given commifiion under our great foal of England, together 
with directions and inftruftions, further to treat of fuch matters as 
“ may be for tlie continuance and increafo of the utility and profit 
“ of each other’s fubjecls: to whom we pray you to give favor and 
** credit in whatfbever he fliall move and propound towards the efta- 
“ blilhing and enlarging of' the lame. And for confirmation of our 
“ good inclination and well-wifliing towards you, we pray you to.ac- 
“ cept in good part the prefent which our faid amballador will’ deliver 
*< unto you ; and fo do commmit you to the merciful protection of AI- 
“ mighty God.** ^ 

Sir Thomas Roc had his firft audience at court, then kept at Azmeer, 
on the loth January 16i6. He was very gracioiifly received, and.the 
anfwer which the Emperor Jehangueer wrote to King James’s letter, as 
delivered to Sir 'fhomas, was as follows. 

After the ufual preamble and compliments. ** Your letter, wliicli 
“ you font me in the behalf of your merchants, I have received, where- 
“ by I reft latisfied in your tender love towards me; and deCre yon 
“ not to take i^; ill, for not having writ unto yon heretofore ; for tliis my 
“ prefont letter 1 fond to renew our loves, and herewith do certify you 
“ that I have fent forth my firmauns through all my countries to this 
“ cffeCV, that if any Englifli fliips or merchants fliall •arrive in any of" 

“ my ports, my people fliall permit and fulFer them to do what they 
“ will freely in their merchandizing caufos, aiding and alfifting them 
in all occafions of injuries that fliall be offered them, and that the' 

“ leaft caiifo of difoourtely be not done unto them, as alfo that they be 
“ as free and freer than my own people. And as now and formerly I 
“ have received from you divers tokens of your love, fo Ideiire your 

[ H ] mindful- 
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“ jnindfulnefs of me tpr fiJme note,ltf s from your country. Is an argu- 
*** ment of friend^p between us: forluch is the cuftom of Prirjces here: 

“ As for your merchants, I have given exprefs order through all mj 
** ^onntr-j to fuffer them to /eD, ,buy, tranfport, and carry away at 
their pleafuyes, without the let or hindrance of any perlbn whatfo- 
“ ever, all fuch goods and merchandize, or other things, as they lliaU 
“ delire to buy; and let this my letter as fully latisfy you in the delired 
peace and love, as if. my own fon had been Ith^r'nicllenger to ratify 
“ the fame. And if any in my coiintr)^^ not fearing God, nor obcy- 
ing their King, or rany other, void of religion, Hiould endeavouir, 
** or be an inftrument to break this league of fi;iendlhip, I would fend 
** my fon, Sultan Khourm, a foldicr approved in the wars, to cut him 
** off, that no obftaclc may hinder the continuance and encrealing of 
“ our affections.” 

Such was the nature of, the frmauns and tlie encouragement at firft 
granted to the Englilh, at the ipecial requeft of the Sovereigns of Eng’- 
land, ill favour of the whole nation. By permidion of the Mogul go¬ 
vernment, the Englifli Company fettled tlieir firll faClory in Bengal, at 
Hoogly, where the Dutch had fettled about the year 1625 and the 
Englifli factors at Bengal were dependent upon the Company’s fettle- 
ment at Cliinipatam, or Madrafs. Hoogly, which is now in ruins, 
was at this time a port of confiderable trade; to which all foreigners 
in general reforted, as to the grand emporium for the purchafe and 
fale of all commodities in Bengal: but no Europeans were then per¬ 
mitted to raife fortifications in Bengal, being juftly kept totally de¬ 
pendent upon that government, where they had prdtured themfelves 
admittance for the avowed purpofe of trade only. 

As the trade increafed from the indulgences granted to foreign fet- 
tlers, they were naturally objeCls of jealoufy to the natives; fo that 
caufes of difputes frequently arofc in many parts of tlie empire wherein 
the Europeans had cftabliflied their faClories. The Engliflimaii fre¬ 
quently met with rebuffs that he could not reconcile fo his-notions of 
liberty, and the Mogul governors were as frequently difappointed in their 
expectations of Afiatic fervile obedience from Engliflimen; fb tliat ir¬ 
regularity and difbrder were as often committed on one fide, as*vioIence 
and oppreflion on the other. 

^ Such contefts were by no means favourable to the Company’s trade; 
and they were unhappily carried to luch lengths, particularly at the 
Company’s fcttlenicnts on the Malabar coaft, that, about the year 1685, 
the Company thought tliey had no alternative, but either to withdraw 
their trade, or refift by force the violences of the Nabobs; which were 

after-; 
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?iftjerwai 4 ls not a little aggravatcd^nd exaggerated their governor of 
Bombay. • Having before them, Qrpm the tranfa^ions of the Portuguese, 
recent proofs of the very great advantages over the natives of India; 
which were to belhad from an European naval armament, and the re¬ 
gular difeipline ot European infantry, thq Company determined upon 
trying what they could effeft by force; and, having o\>tained permif- 
lion from King James* the Ild. they fitted outf and fent one'fleet to 
cruize off Silrat, and*to take,* plunder and deftroy all Indian fliips and 
v^flels ; and another fleet with troops to Bengal^ to a^i Vigoroufly in 
that quarter. • 

The fleet on the Malabar coaft made immenfe booty at fea, from in- 
difcriminately plundering all Indian merchant-lhips, whilft the troops 
In Bengal, under the command of Mr. Job Chanock, the Company's 
chief fa^or at Hoogly, experienced many changes of fortune. Sir John 
Child, the Company’s governor at Bombay, by his * imprudent condud: 
prolonged the war until June 1690, which was fatal to the then Com¬ 
pany, having coft them above four hundred thoufand pounds fterling, 
before they could get rid of it, befldes the forfeiture of their privileges, 
and the lofs of their credit with the Indians and the Mogul j whole 
governor of Surat, Sedee Yacoob, took Bombay, and imprifoned the 
Company’s fadlors, obliging them to pa(^ through the ftreets with irons 
about their t necks. 

** The bad fuccels of this war obliged the Englilh to file for peace 
“ and pardon from the then Emperor Aurengzebe ; for which purpofe 

they difpatched from Surat two of*their faiilors to Dehly, under the 
“ names of Englifli Ambafladors: one, Mr. George Weldon, who was 
“ firfl: in commilHon, and Mr. Abraham Navaar, a Jew, who was Ic- 
“ cond. They were brought to Aurengzebe’s prefence, after a new 
“ mode for ambafladors, their hands being tied by a lafli before them, 

** and were obliged to proftrate themlelves.-. The King gave them a 
<* fevere reprimand, and then afked their demands. I'hey firfl: made 
“ a confeflion of their faults, and dclired pardon; then, that their Fir- 

* Hamilton, Vol. Ift, pages 185 to aap, in his account of the Eaft Indies, where he commanded 
a vcflel ill the coaiiing trade for many years, gives a fhocking account of_^thc conduft of John 
Child, who was related to Sir Jofiah Child, then at the head of the Company’s allairs in England. 
This Mr. Child, appointed governor of Bombay about the year 168a, was fbon afterwards made general 
In India, and created a Baronet; for money (fays ®ur author) wliich the Company knew how to apply 
to the necelfitics of King Cliarles. He is repttfenred to have been guilty of every fpecies of tyranny, 
oppreffion, injuflice and plunder, alike towards the natives of the country and his own fellow ftib- 
jedis : and to have involved the Curopany in this war, which at lafi ended as difgracefully tohimfelf 
as to the Company and the Kingdom 

t Account of the East Indies by Alexander Hamilton, 17*7. Sec allb Harris, Vol. Ilf, 
pages 901, &c. 
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“ maun, which Was forfeited, fliouljcl be renewed, and tliat 4 hc Sedee 
and his army fiiould be ordered the ifland of Bombay. 

' “ Anrengzebe, who was a mild and wife prince, accepted of their 
** fubmilfion; and pardoned their faults, on condi^on that Gov<?rnor 
“ Child fhonld leave Indi^ in nine months, and never come back 
again: and the Flrmaun was renewed, on condition that fatisfadion 
Ihould be given to his fubje^ls on account of d^^tts'contrafted, rob- 
beries committed, and lodes and damages mafle good.” 

Matters being thuf fettled from the great lenity of the 31 oguI, tjjc 
Company’s agent in Bengal, Mr. Job Chanock, obtained leave for thc' 
Englilh to return to their fat^ories. He did not choofe to return to 
Hoogly, and therefore fir ft fettled at Ulbareco, a village fituated on a 
creek upon the weftern fide of the river, near forty miles below Hoog¬ 
ly ; but, finding this place inconvenient, he afterwards obtained leave 
from the Nabob to fettle his factory at Sootanutty, a village now com¬ 
prehended in the diftrids of the prefent town of Calcutta. 

Six years afterwards, that is, about the year 1696, leveral of the 
hereditary landholders, headed by the R^jah of Burdwan, declared 
thcrafelvcs independent of the Mogul’s governor, or Nabob of Bengal; 
and, having railed a confiderable force, they proceeded to the taking 
and plundering of Hoogly, tlje capital Muiihedabid, and Ragcmahl, 
before a flop could be put to their rebellion. The Englifli, French, 
and Dutch, with great profeflTons of attachment^ declared in favour of 
the Nabob; and availed thcmfelves of this confiifion to fortify their 
lettlements, under th^ pretence of felf-defence. Thus arolb the walls 
of the Dutch fort at Chinfurah, the French fort at Cliandernagore, and 
Fort William at the Englifh fettlement of Calcutta. 

The Nabob who had been lent by the Mogul Aurengzebe, to quell 
this rebellion, was Azim al Shawn, a man of a moft avaricious difpo- 
fitioii; which enabled the Englifh, by bribeiy, to'obtain his confent 
for their purchafing of the Zcniinddrs, or hereditary^ landholders, the 
Zemindary rights of the diftrirts round them, to the extent of about 
one mile and a half fquare; by w^hich they annexed the villages of 
Calcutta and Govindpore to their jurifdifHon, the accuftomed royalties 
being relervcd to the Nabob. 

The advantages which the natives found under this new eftablifhed 
government, from tlie favour fliewn to the Englifli, and the great iii- 
creafe of trade after the union of their two Companies, brought a great 
concourfe of people to the Englifli fettlements ; the importance of 
which incrcafed fo faft, that, in the year 1707, the Direftors in Eng¬ 
land appointed Calcutta to be a Prcfideiicy, independent of Madrafs. 

We 
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IVA dd ndt of aiiy thkig*farther pafling wijh thie Co^ o/ Ilfehfy 

refpe<^ling the Fifiiiauns of the'£i)glilh>- till the reign of Ihd Eiftfijperof 
Furriikhfeer. ■ Tfie tradtf of tffe* Corfipahy in Benj^al hady.fppin 

the period of dicir (iibnfiillioii to Aurengzebe, contimied to grow daily 
more importarit; • bvit it was iiOt tarried 6n without freqiicnt interrup¬ 
tions from the officers of the Mogul goVernmentj which it Was hardly 
poflible to ajT^oi^^wkh a colony fo fituated. i Being fenfiblfc likeWift of 
tlie precarious tenures of t)ieir eftablifhments in i^ngal and elfeWhere, 
in the year 1715, the Company lent a deputation of two gentlemen to 
the Court of Dehl)^; one an Englhhman, named John Sutihan, and 
the other a very confiderable Armenian merchant, named Cogee Ser- 
haud, to folick fedreft for paft, and feenrity againft future oppreflions; 
for an extenfion of their old# and for many new privileges; and piftti- 
cularly for a fmall fpot Of ground to be allowed thCm wherever* they 
fettled a faftory. 

It was upon this deputation that the Englifli Eaft India Cohipany ob¬ 
tained their Grand Firinaun, exempting tJiem from j>ayijig any duties 
upon their trade within the Mogul’s dominions, on paying a Peffic6fli, 
or acknowledgment of ten thouland rupees per annum. As this is the 
Finnaua by which they were governed, till they thcmfclves became the 
makers of Nabobs and Moguls, and will fliew what parts of the peti¬ 
tions of Giir*ambaflradors were granted, we give it intire to our readers, 
in the Lranflation which Mr. James Frafrr, a gentleman well acquainted 
witli the Perlian language, has made of it, and infrrtcd in his Hiftory of 
Nader Shah, viz. 

* All goveriiors, people in offices, &c. who arc at prelent, and (hall 
‘ be hereafter in the province of Ahmedab^d, and in the fortunate 
‘ ports of Surat and Cambay, being in hopes of the royal favour, 

* Know, that rft this time Mr. John Surman and Cogee Serhaud, fac- 

* tors to the ^Englifti, have repreiented, That cafloms on Englifli 
goods all over the empire are pardoned, except at the port of Surat; 
and that at the laid port from the time of the late Emperor ShahaB 

“ al Deen Shah Jehan, two'per cent, was fettled as cuftonis ; from the 
“ time of the late Emperor Mohy al Deen Mahomed Aurengzebe Al- 
“ liiinguecr, three and a half per cent, was appointed; and iii other 
places none molefted them on this account: and in the time of the 
** Emperor Abul Maziifter Bahadr Shah, two and a half per cent, was 
“ fettled, and is in force until now. By reafon of the oppreflions of 
“ the government officers there, it is three years fince they have witli- 
“ drawn their facflory. In the provinces of Bahfir and Orifla this na- 
** tion pays no cufloms; and in the port of Hoogly, in the province 

“ of 
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“ ot^ngal, they yparly give 3,000'nipees acknowledgment i/i' lien 
• .** of ciiftoms; they are in hopes, that, aOcording to the cuftom of 
** other ports, in the port of Surat lii^^Ue a yearly atknowledgment 
inay be iettled in lieu of cuffoms :* they agree therefore to a yearly 
** Peilicufh, or acknowledgment of ten thoufand rupees.” 

* The order tlnat fuljjefts the world to obey it, and which muft be 
‘ ftridtly followed, is illucd forth : that lince they agrgil to,ten thoufand 

* rupees Peflicufli at the port of Surat, take it yearly; and, befides 
‘ that, moleft them on np account. And what goods or effects their 
‘ fadlors bring or carry away, by land or water, to and from the ports 
/ of the provinces and other parts, looking upon them to be cullom* 
‘ free, let them buy and fell at their pleafure. And,* if in any place, 

‘ any of their effects fliould be ftolen, ufe your utmoft endeavours to 
‘ recover them, delivering the robbers to punifliment, and the goods 

* to the owner; and wherever they fettle a factory, or buy and fell 

* goods, be ailiding to them on all juft occaflons ; and whoinfbever of 
:* the merchants, &c. they may have a juft demand on by accounts, 

* according to equity, give the Englifli their due, and let no perfon 

* injure their factors. They have likewife humbly reprefented, ** That 
the Dew^ns in the provinces may demand the original Sunnud, or 

“ a copy, with the Ndzim or Dew^n*s feal affixed, that to produce the 
“ original in every place is imprafticable j they are therefore in hopes,- 
“ tliat a copy under the K-izy*s leal fliall be credited, and they not de- 
“ mand the original Sunnud, or moleft them on account of a copy, 
** with the Ndzim or Dewun*s feal. And in the ifland of Bombay, be- 
** longing to the Engliflv where Portugueze coins are "current, that, 
according to the cuftom of Madrafs, coins may be ftruck : and that 
“ whoever of the Company’s fervants, being in debt, runs away, may 
be lent to the chief of the factory; and that on "account of the 
“ * Fowzdary, and other forbidden articles (by which means the Com- 
** pany’s factors and Jervants are vexed and difeouraged) they be not 
“ moleftcd.” * 

* The ftri^l: and high order is iffiied forth, that a copy, under the 

* K'lzy’s feal, be credited; and that in the illand of Bombay fortunate 

* coins, ftxuck according to the cuftom of the empire, be current; and 
‘ whofoever of tlie Company’s fervants, being indebted, runs away, 
*.Jet him be taken and delivered to the chief of the fa<ftory, and let 

* The Fowzdar in all great cities is the magiftrate for IkcnHog of dlfordcrly honfes, and the 
Tales of fpiritaous liquors, and takes cognizance riots, &c. on which account, by the irregularities 
of tlte EoglUh Tailors, ^the Company’s fervants were frequently expofed to difficulties. This relieved 
them from the fowzdar*s Juiifdidtion. 


‘ them 
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* them. not bemolcftcd on accoigiifof the forbidden articles. They have 

* likewite reprefehted, *%That in-l^engal, Bahir and OriTa the Com^: 
** pany have faftoiaprs,. and thatihey are willing to fettle in other pla}:eS)r 
** They arc in hopes, that wherever th(^ fettle forfj * Begas of groattit 
** may be gracicjufly bellowed on them by the Emperor ; and that their 
“ fliipsfometimes, by reafon oftempefts, run afhore and are wrecked, and 

that the governors Qf the ports do, in an oppreffive manner, feize the 

goods, and In lofije places demand a quarter part,” ‘ the royal order 
‘ is iilued forth, that they ad according to the cufloms gf the fadcnies 
J in otlier provinces in regard to this nation, wlio have fadories in the 
• ‘ Imperial ports and dealings at court, and have miraculoufly obtained 
‘ a Firmaun, exempting them from cuftoms. Take care, in a juft 
‘ manner, of the goods of their (hips that arc wrecked or have loft their 
* ‘ paflage; and in all affairs ad according to this great order, and 

* demand not a new grant yearly. In this be pundual. Written on 
‘ tlie 4tli of Saffer, in the 5th year of this glorious reign.* (The 6th. 
January 1716-7.) 

Mr. Vaiifittart, in his nan*ative of tranftidions in Bengal, has given 
t another tranflation of this Firmaun, which, differs in many parti-- 
ciilars, and even in date, from this of Mr. Fraler. Botli theft autho¬ 
rities arc fo good that we do not know; which to give the preference to: 
however, as they do not differ in any of the principal points, it is need- 
lefs to fwell this chapter with the otlier tranflationwhich the curious, 
reader may confult in Mr. Vanfittart*s work. 

In order to certify to the officers of tlie country governments, fta- 
tioned at the fejj^ral watch-houfts and cuftomihoufes in, the country,, 
what was the merchandize that was to pafs by virtue of the Firmaun 
duty-free, it was always cuftomary for the governor of Calcutta, and 
Ibmetiines the chiefs at fubordinate fadories, to fign a fhort note in 
Englifli, with a more full one on the lame paper in Perfian, direded 
to all officers of t^e government, in general terms, with an account of 
the goods, the .place from whence they were going, and the market; 
they Were deftined to ; to which was affixed the Company*s broad leal, 
and this was called a Dustuckf While the Mogul government con¬ 
tinued in full vigour this Duftuck ought to have conduced theEngliffi. 
goods, duty-free, to the utmoft confines of his dominions; but it foon be¬ 
came of no ftrvice out of the Bengal provinces ; that is, in other words,. , 
it was minded only where the Englifli power could enforce it. By con- 

* About 15 acres: a Bega being abont 16,003 Iqnare feet., 
t Vol. I. page 9, 
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ftaiTt ufage, and the connivance of th^Indian government/ tliefe DuP 
tucks were always looked upon as, of right, belonging to the cove*' 
nanted fervants of tlie Company al£b, few the carrying on of tlieir own 
private trade. * • 

Such were thfe privileges which the Englilh obtained fay virtue of tlie 
Firmaun oftheEipperorFurrukhfeer, which were intended to guard them’ 
in the tranfporting of their goods to and from their prii^cipal lettlements, 
agalnll the impolitions of hibordinate governors of prp^v inces. At the time 
thofe privileges^ were granted, and for foiife years afterwards, the In¬ 
dian government coiilcf fcarcc feel the lofs or inconvenience arilihg 
from this general exemption of the trade of the Englidi from the pay¬ 
ment of thofe duties which the natives were fiibjeft^o ; as, while no 
other iiiidiie influence could be ufed, it only occafioned a lofs in the 
duties upon the Englifh trade, which was then inconiiderable, and had 
not been extended but to a few articles. The goods alfo which the 
Engiifli were then ufed to buy in the inland country paffed through a 
variety of hands before they received them, fo that an indnftrious and 
intelligent native, who went about his own bufinefs at firft hand, could, 
even after paying duties, bring his goods down to market at the Eng¬ 
lifh fettlement as cheap as thole the Englifhman received with the dufe 
tuck; as even the Armenians, many of them at leaft, frequently did. 
But in fucceeding times, with the altered fituadon of the country, and 
of the Company’s affairs, the abufe of this privilege became the occafion 
of the greateft hardfliips upon the natives ; and the fame has been of 
late years a principal caufe of the prefent diftreded iituation of the af¬ 
fairs of Bengal, as will be fliewn in*a following chaptej-. 


CHAP. VIII. 


ON THE EARLY TRADE of EUROPEANS in ININA, and the 
INTERIOR PARTS op HINDOSTANj and on the present 
DIFFERENCE between the TRADE of the ENGLISH COM¬ 
PANY AND THAT OF BRITISH INDIVIDUALS and OTHER NA¬ 
TIONS IN BENGAL. 


T he European people diat firft figured highly in India, as we have 
before obferved, were tlie Portugueze ; who were indelited for all 
the r ancient profperity to the enterprifijag genius and refblute perfe- 
verance of one of their princes, of whofe exalted merits they appear to 
2 have 
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have been blame^^ iflfeiiiiibif^ his atfiong them having uerver. 
been, fin any juft degree, proportionate to his e^traord&fiaifjr wohh 5 
while they have been extravag^t in thdr encomiums on oth^ if hofe 
public merits Wefe' comparativdjr infignificam. ■ ' , / 

This prince ivas Dorn, or Don Henrique, fo named in honour of‘his 
uncle, Henry IT. of England, fourth fon of John the Firft, King of Por¬ 
tugal, by his queen, Philippa, daughtef of John of»Ghene or Gaunt, 
Duke of LanqaftJin fourth fon of Edward the Third, King of England. 
Don Henrique was vuke of Yifou, and, with his father and two of his 
brothe'rs, a Knight Companion of the Moft Hoble Order of the Garter. 

• He was by his genius directed to deep and ulefitl ftudies, and prac¬ 
tically applied himfelf to the making of naval difeoveries. To him his 
country owes thC acquifition, and Europe its firft knowledge of the 
Madeira and Azores lilands ; and the fucceilive difeoveries he directed, 
had, before his death, extended far on the coaft of Guinea. 

His example and fuccefs induced the court and kingdom of Portugal 
to purfue thole honourable and ufefiil undertakings, which were gra¬ 
dually extended to the Cape of Good Hope, firft known by the name of 
the * Cape of Storms; and at length this Cape, after many fruitlefi 
attempts made by other Commanders, was fiiccefsfully doubled towards 
the end of the year 1497, by Vafeo de Gama, who purfoed his voyage 
afterwards to t Calicut on the coaft of Malabar; where, in progreffion, 
many other eftablifhments were aftertvards made. 

The more early fruits of thefe prolpcrons adventures were, the acqui- 
fitiou of the ports of Angola, which foon made the Portugueze mafters 
of that kingdom; and like wife the ifland of Mofambique, to the eefft- 
ward of the Cape ; from which ifland, for a Idng time, they carried on 
a very profitable trade with the inhabitants of the J oppofite coaft of 
Africa, for gold-dufi, elephants teeth, coTvrtes, &c. 

* Cais dos Tormenios. It was firft diftovcrediin the year 1487, by Barthohmev) Dtas> 
t The ftr/i Ametttan land was difeovered by Columbus ia 1492, fo that the Eaft and Weft Indies 
were difeovered very nearly together. * 

% On the cafterh coaft of Africa, extending from the Cape of Good Hope northward to the Red- 
Sea, are fev..T,'il good hat hours, patticulaily thofe of Sofala and Melinda. It is well known, that the 
country of Monomotapa, on the fhore of which Sofala is fituated, has in it very lich gold mines, and 
abundance of elephants; but by being liruated to the eaft ward of the Capeof Good Ho||e, thetoaftis 
within the injudiclouOy-extenfive limits of thofe regions to which our India Company nave an exclu- 
fivc right of trading; who make little other ufe of it than for taking in water and cattle on their 
voyages. With icgird to this country, therefore, which might be made a fruitful fourCe of com¬ 
merce, the India Company’s exclufive right of trade has made them, like the dog in the manger, pne- 
vent otheis fiom obt.iiDing an advantage, of which they will^aot avaU tl»emfel^es ; which forcly is 
an objeff defrrvkig of national confideration. 
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, Ttie navigatioQ to Iii(Ha being opened by the PortuJ[ileze, it 
woifld probably foonjiave introduced rfiany rivals to them in thofe feas, 
' had not the dilcovery of America lb fpeedily followed it; the nearer 
fitiiafion of which country, and^ the'futfden enriching of Spain, by the 
great importations which (he made of jfilver from thencct induced other 
nations* to prefer making expeditions to that quarter of the globe, and 
particularly the Kngliflt, who Were early and luccefsful in their Ame¬ 
rican difiioveries. . ' ' 

Portugal therefore w’as a long time unrivalled irt her Afiatic com¬ 
merce : and in however ,^afli and weak a manner flic condudled her af¬ 
fairs in India, from vain-glory, bigotry, and religious perieention, yet 
ftic became gradually enriched by it to an amazing degree. This pro- 
fperity of Portugal continued to the time of the faflnre of tlie male 
branches of her royal family, of which misfortune Philip the Second of 
Spain availed himfelf for pretences to take polTeflion of that kingdom ; 
whole views afterwards with regard to America, and whofc frequent 
embroils with other powers, as well as with liis own Ncthcrland fubje<n:s, 
made him fb inattentive to other purluits, as to furnifli from his own 
condiidf and the example which lie gave to his fuccefibrs, opportunities 
to the Dutch, W’hen they had caft off the Spanifli yoke, for eftablifhing 
their own power, by means that greatly injured tlic Portugiieze fettle- 
incnts ill Afia, Africa and America. 

To the ftrong jcaloufy wdiich Spain entertained of the 'Portugueze, 
and of courfc her difregard to their intereft ; to her embroils with tlie 
reft of Europe, and to her predile<ftion for American purfuits, the 
Dutch were principally indebted for thofe opportunities which they had 
tlie fkill fully to avail themfelves of, for eftablifhing th#ir intereft and 
power in Afia ; which till lately, particularly from their monopoly of 
the fpice-trade, had been long liiperior in India to that of all the other 
powers of Europe; and which yet is, and probably will continue, on a 
very fbnnidable footing. * 

In the.firft age of the Portugueze power in India, their merchants 
ufed to trade inland .o the moil interior parts of Hindofl^n j fucli 
as Agra, Azmeer, Burrainporc, Lahore, and doivn the river Indus, to 
Tattaand Amadav^t; and, according to C«far Frederick’s account, about 

* The fituations of the times were alfo obAruftive of fuch proceedings. The reformations in re¬ 
ligion were then taking place in fcveral parts of Europe, which introduced religions perfeention, and 
cattfed many intcAtne broils. The royal fucceifion was liktwife growing to an end in Portugai, and 
was alio endangered l>oth in England and France. Spain was moreover an obje^ of general jealoafy, 
and bad provoked revolts in foine of her dependent provinces; and indeed the general peace of 
Europe was, in thofe times, by no means on a fecttre footing. 


the 
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the year 15631 they ufed to fend*thirty or thirty-fivt fldps from Bengal** 
loaded with rice, cloth, lacks, long pepper, wood-oil and tgher 

commodities to the Malabar Coaftievcry year. • 

In thofe timef every poflible encouragement was given by the Moguls 
to merchants of all nations, who, very contrary to the prefent impo¬ 
litic conduct of the Englifh Eaft India Company, were allowicd free in- 
grefs and egrels fer their traffic to and from* Bengal, by land and by 
water; infomuch that large *caravans over land w'crc ufed to come from 
^the inoft diftant parts, even from Mufeovy, as* well as large fleets of 

* boats down the rivers t Jumna and Ganges, for the purpofes of trade, 
into Bengal and the adjacent provinces. 

The Portugueze, from too bigotted a zeal for religion, as well as the 

• defire of getting money too faft, had been guilty of fuch oppreflions to- 
v^rds the ratives as Icrved efFcdlually to root an antipathy towards Euro¬ 
peans in their hearts. This contributed as much as any thing to the 
ruin of their affairs in India, which was alfo not a little haftened by the 
rivalfliip of the Englifli, as well as the Dutch, after the year 1600. 
From the time of their firft acquiring pow^er in India, the Portugueze 
had enthufiaftically demoliflied the idols t of the Gentoos, and by per- 
lecutions endeavoured to abolifli their cuttoms, nay, and even to force 
them to the profeflion of the Chriftian Religion, which could not but be 
deftruAive of* all commercial intcrcourfe : and, accordingly, as foon as 
the natives found protection and toleration in any ncw-eftabliflicd Eu¬ 
ropean fcttlement^ ‘all the trade in the neighbouring Portugueze ports 
fpeedily dwindled away to nothing. 

The trade of England, dircdly with India, was hardly heard of till 
towards the later end of the reign of Qiieen Elizabeth; who, in the 
year 1600, granted her firft charter, or letters patent to certain ad¬ 
venturers of this* country, for fifteen years, which file precautionarily 
made revocable it plcafure, on two years notice being given under the 

* See Hackluyt’s CoLi.FCTiow, Vol. I. page 230. In theotiginal, it ta fold fiom Satngani 
which word ha* puzzled all our old geographers, for want of a more intimate knowledge of the divi- 
fions of Bengal. Satag.in, as mentioned by Casfar Frederick, tneans a diftrift compofed of feveral of 
Ac perginnahs fubordinate to Hoogly, of which the accounts were kept in thtf King’s books under the 
title of Sircar Sautgaum, and by which that pai t of the cotmtry was generally known. 

t Ibid. Pages 252 to 257. Mr. Palph - itch, one of Qneen Elizabeth’s ambafladors to the Em¬ 
peror Akbur, Uys, that in the year 1585, when he went ftom Agra to Satagan, or Bengal, he fet off 
in the company of many merchants, with a fleet of 180 boats, down the Jumna, leaded with fait,* 
(meaning a fpecies of ixick fait called Sambull) o;3hlura, hing, carpets and other commcxlities. 

^ In ^e life of Dom joam dc Caftro, a nobleman of high Charafler, who died Viceniy of Indi i, 
(pablifhed at Parts 1759,') there is a letter, dated the 8th Match 1546, ftom John III. King of Por¬ 
tugal to that Viceroy, full of the moft rigorous inftrudtlons for the cxtiipation of idohtij. The 
Gentoos about Goa arc to this day obliged to go feveral leagues from the city, whenever they perform 
any oS their religious ceremonies. 

. [ I 2 ] P***^'7 
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privy fcal. Wc know the tran(a£tion& of that Company could never 
have'been very important; and fach .even as they proved, there ap¬ 
peared to have been an elBedljaal enti put to them by the troubles of 
lucceeding tiin^s. A new Company was however cflbbliflied in the 
reign of Charles the Second; jto which the acquifition of Bombay, as 
part of the dowry of (Jiieen Catherine, muft have, bc^ not a little im¬ 
portant. Yet this trade,' during the reigns of Ch^/ies and James the 
Second, could pever have been intended ihr other than a very limited 
prolecutlon, as the Companies were circumfcribcd to fix good fhips and< 
fix pinnaces to be employed therein So that cither the utility of the 
trade muft have been ftrongly fufpedled, or there were fbme fecret 
motives for fettering in flich manner fb important an undertaking; 
which, if good indts nature, could not have been profecuted too far. 
But whatever were the motives for fuch a regulation, there appear mo 
rational grounds for iuppofing, that the trade was profecuted with any 
material degree of fpirit during the reigns of Charles and James the Se¬ 
cond ; becaufe thofe who obtained the firft charter after the Revolution, 
which was granted by William and Mary, were fb languid in their 
meafures, as to give encouragement to an unchartered fct of adven¬ 
turers to eftablifti a new Company in defiance of the royal prerogative, 
and in oppolition to a body of men, who were, or ought to have been, 
pollefled of fuch knowledge, from experience, as would have given them^ 
material advantages over foch rivals as probably, j^ere left praftifed 
in the bufineft. It is true, that an alteration in government might 
have occafioned an alteration in commercial matters; apd a languor in 
the proceedings of the firft Company might have principally induced 
the forming of another. All here contended for is, that the little focceft 
of preceding Companies, from what caufes foever might happen, 
ferved rather to difeourage than animate a new one to fpirited under¬ 
takings ; therefore, till after the Revolution, there is rcafbn for fup- 
pofing the Eaft India trade of this country had been extremely infig- 
nificant. 


* It may bQ thought Grange, that the cooilituion of England (honld be fo greatly {trained, if not 
violated, for the fake of eAdblifhiog a commercial monoply, and at the fame time, that there Aiould 
be fuch very limited degrees pieferibed to its operations. But Portugal in thofe days had recovered' 
her indejxndcncy, and India Aili continued to be a great objeA with her. One of the national bribea 
•to the marriage of Charles with the Infanta Catherine was the furreoder of Bombay to this kiagdom : 
and it is not improbable that Charles, who was always in want of money, had a fecret prefent given 
J)im to render the acquifitlon of as little importance as podible; which he did by limiting theveiy 
trade of the Company, who had likewife paid him for granting to them his excluflve charter. And 
this may the more readily be furpeffed, as in the reign of King William, the g|p>;ious deliverer of this 
nation, he, his miniftry, and not a few of his parliament, were ail paid to grant a new chaetex to m 
India Company, without any limitation whatever to their tr.ade. 


However," 
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^ Howeirer^ after the ere^ion oSa fecond Cotnpaii^, the f|ntit of ’ 
ftitp occaftoned thereby muft have palhed the profecpdon of thae trade 
to the utmoft prudent degree; Vhich might not be a Htde adifted'and 
encouraged by the very improving {bate" of our colonies and commerce*- 
This rival contention was continued till the 6th of C^eeh Anne; when^ 
by an atH; of parliament, the two Companies were, unlt(;d: which United 
Company, by renewals of their charter, has exifted ever fincc; and^ 
by a late extenlion of that which they^olieft at prelent, they are likely 
te exift till the year 1783. ^ , 

It is certain, that lince the union of the two Companies, three com¬ 
mercial caufes have greatly contributed to the increale of this trade; 
which are, firft, the immenle improvement of our American, and of 
‘ eourlc African commerce, both of which have mticii augmented the 
confumption of Indian commodities: fecondly, the great increale of 
the calUco-printing bufinels in this kingdom, owing to an extended 
foreign demand through a variety of channels; and, thirdly, the al- 
molt univerlal introduiftion of the ule of tea, not only into th^Hking- 
dom, but likewile into its dependent dominions. ^ 

In the early periods of tlie Sail; India trade it appears, from various 
accounts in Purchases Collefllon, that the EngUlh, as well as all other 
European adventurers, ufed to trade freely inland, under the protec¬ 
tion of the Mogul government; trafilporting their goods in tl^^car- 
riages of the country, called Hackeries, to the moft interior parts of 
Hindoft^n, where they carried on a conftderable trade in many articles,, 
particularly indigo, which ufed to anfwer vci^ well before the cult!** 
vation of that plant in America. But upon>the confuiion introduced 
after the fubverfion and difmembering of the empire, the fecuriey of 
merchants became extremely precarious; who were made iubie6f, as 
ive find, to very great impofitioiis in the different provinces, or Nabob- 
fhips, through>which they palled.. This indeed was fb much the 
that both Companies, while they continued feparate, often experienced 
great inconvbniencies from their agents going into the interior parts of 
the country to do their bulinefi; where they were frequently made t 50 
pay conllderable lums to the Moorilh Governors, or Nab6bs, for their 
releafensencs; for accommodations of dtlputes, or for reparation of in¬ 
juries, Ibmetimes real, but perhaps much ofteher pretended. There¬ 
fore, after the uniting of the two Companies, when their affairs became 
reduced to a more regular lyftem, it was made a general rule, not to 
permit any who wero in their fervice, or under their JurifdiHion, to 
go far into the inland country, without leave firft obtained from the 
Governor and Council of the place- at which they relid'ed. There had 

been,. 
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* bean, howcvej*, at aU dines, many paribns who redded and traded in 
different parts of the inland country, who were fubjeft to their relpec- 
tive’hnvs; but being acquainted with Indian languages and caftoms, 
they cither took care to keep tliemlelvcs out of ferapes with the natives, 
or having got fnio them, extricated themielves therefrom in the heft 
manner tliey coyld, from knowing they had no kind of claim to the 
interference of tliofe who^adled for the Company. • SiktIi rcftri<JUons on 
travelling as have been mentioned were certainly dicceflary and pru¬ 
dent, with regard to the Icrvahts of, and elependents on the’Conipany, 
while the country continued in fo unlcttled a (late; but there can bc^‘ 
no longer need of them now, at leaft in thole countries which are under 
the immediate power of the Englilli Sovereign-company. Yet it will 
he lliovvn in llihfequent chapters, in what degrees the Company and 
their reprelentatives, in later times, have availed themielves of that ob 
foletc rcllri£lion, to promote their own pernicious monoplies of the in¬ 
land trade, and for the favouring of partial private views. 

Tli^ whole trade of the Englilh Eaft India Company in Bengal conllfts in 
the fales of broad-cloth, perpets, copper, iron, lead, and a few other com¬ 
modities from Europe; and in the purchafe of piece-goods, lilk, drugs, 
laltpctre, and other articles for the cargoes of their returning Ihips. 
The Dutch, belidcs their European imports and exports, carry on a con- 
liderable trade, on their Company’® account, from port to port in India, 
particularly in Japan copper, tin, camphire, benjamin, tiithenaiguc, 
fugar, fpices, china-ware, arrack, See, but the onl)#* trade of this kind 
carried on for account of the Englilli Company, is a little ophlum fome- 
times, from Bengal to Btaicoolen, alSout 6oo bales of cwtton on a fliip 
now and then from Bombay or Surit, as tonnage oilers, and a little pep¬ 
per from Bencoolcn to China: all of which is very iiiconliderable. 

All the goods imported by the Englilh Company intty Bengal are fold 
at^llated periods by public audion, or, as it is termed in India, ai Out¬ 
cry ; and upon the Tales, a dilcount of nine, llx, or three per cent, is 
allowed, according as the purchafer clears out his good^ within the 
limited time. To thefe oiucrys all perfons, without diftiu^lion, are 
invited by the allowance of a dulluck for fuch goods as they there pur¬ 
chafe, which is given by the Governor upon their clearing them out. 

The provilion of tlfe invellinent for the cargoes of the lliips re¬ 
turning to Europe, is made from ready money advances in the inland 
countries, partly under the dirediion of the Chiefs and Rclidents at the 
Company’s fubordinate faftorics of Chittigong, Luckypore, Dacca^ 


* By isvcAmeat is now uoderAood the goods purchded atlirA hand, from the wearers, or naan* 
farmers. 


Coflimbazar, 
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Coflimbazar, Maldah, Patna, Burdw^n,,and Midnapore, who ibnd blacjc 
gomddahs into the interior parts for that purpoie, ahd partty by black 
gomiftahs at' the other Aurimgs,«pr ipanufacturing towns, under the 
diredtion of a member of the Board df ConncU at Calcutta, who fills the 
poll: of export-warehoufe-kteper. • 

The fble lawful difference between the trjide of the En^lifh Company, 
and the trade of Englifii free merchants and free* mariners, as it was 
ever underflood'and ^radtifed in India during the independency of the* 
Mogul government, was, that the Company’s goods, by virtue of 
tl^p Mogul’s firmaun, confirmed afterwards by tRe ufurping Nabobs in 
• dieir treaties with the Company, pafled with their duiluck, duty-free, 
while thofe of tlie frqe merchants and.other.traders were expofed to the 
payment of the duties eftabliflied by the country government. 

* The Portugueze have, for a confiderable time paft, fcarce carried on • 
any regular trade at their fettlement of Bandell. The Dutch, French 
and Danes, the latter of whom at their fettlement of Scrampore obtained 
their 1 unnud from the Nabob Allavcrdy Khawn about twenty years ago, 
likcwill’ ought to poflefs their privileges of trading in all articles wlthouC 
exception ; paying no duties on flich goods as they import, but only 
two and one half per cent, at Hoogly upon what they export by fea, 
and conforming in all other articles of trade to the efiablifhed cufloms 
of the empire. They likewife poflefs a faiall diftricl of land round each 
of their fettlements, and have been always ufed to give their refpe£ttve 
duflucks alii with their goods. 

The Armenians, who have ever been a great commercial body in 
Hindofl'^n, have alfo long had confiderable fettlcqients in Bengal, parti¬ 
cularly at Sydabkd. Their commerce was likewife eflabliihed by the 
Mogul’s firmaun, whereby the duties on the two principal articles of 
their trade, piece-goods and raw lilk, were fixed at three and one half 
per cent. But after the fubverfioii of the Mogul empire, and during 
the rei^s of the independent Nabob-ufurpers, they, as well as the 
Europe^s, werg at times expofed to great impofitions, and interrup¬ 
tions of their trade. At prelenr, fince the Engiifli Company have taken 
the fovereignty of the country into their own iiands, they all trade un¬ 
der the appearance of the old forms, fubjecl in all places within the 
Bengal provinces, out of the jurifdiriion of their ref^eclive fcttlem*ents, 
to fuch regulations as the Englifh arc pleafed to impofe on them *, 
through the nominal Nab6bs; which regulations on many occafions 

* when the foreigners prwe refraflory, the Fowzdar of Hoogly is made to furround their fettle' 
meats with troops, la the name of the NMbt to Aop their proviiloas, and obfiruA their bofinefs. 
This has afioaily been frequently praAifed. 


amount 
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amount to a total prohibition of their trade, being in geheral tempo* 
rary, contradidtory, and wholly calculated for obftrudHon. 

1 he difference alfo between the la^fiil trade of the Company's fer- 
rants and that of Englifli free mdrehants and other perfons reading 
under the Colnpany*s protedlion was, that the covenanted fcrvants of 
the Company, as hath becn^ obfcrved in another place, were by con¬ 
nivance of the country government, and long cftabliflied ufage, in¬ 
dulged with duffucks for*the carrying on of their t^ade duty-free, while 
the others, fo^ want of that dufttick, were fubje<Scd to the payment of 
>the government dutiel. Jt is true, the iiicoiiveiiiencies and impo)(i- 
tions which the want of this duftuck expoied the European free traders , 
to, were fuch as generally induced them to prefer ^ontradHng with the 
Company's lervants for the delivery of fuch goods as they wanted in 
Calcutta; and it in fadl; amounted to an almoft total excluflon of theni 
from the inland trade, from one place to another, which, when Bengal 
flourilhed, was generally very benehcial. 

With relpedl to the trade that was actually carried on within the Com¬ 
pany’s principal fettlements of Calcutta, Madrals and Bombay, all were, 
or ought to have been upon an equal footing. 

Such was the iituation of tra^ before the Englilh Company made 
themfelves the Sovereigns of Bengal; and this reprefentation is agreeable 
to the ideas of the former Courta of Directors in England ; who, in tlicir 
general letters to India down to the year 1757, and particularly in that 
year, gave their exprels lentiments and direrJJioiis upon tMifnbjc^l to 
their different prefidencies, in this manner. “ That all perlbin, iinclcr 
“ the prote< 5 lion of tlte Company* Ihould have the liberty of relbrting 
** to, and trading at all and any of the Company’s fettlements in the Eall 
Indies, and at all other places within the Company’s limits, in as full, 
true and extenfive a manner as the reft of the Company’s fervants ; 

“ they paying the duties according to the ufual and cuftomary methods 
and rates eftabliftied at Inch places.” And about the fame time, in order 
to aicertain the rights of per&ns reliding upon Uie weQern coaft of Su¬ 
matra, the Court of DIrerftors were alfo pleafed to give their ientiments 
to their Prclident and Council at Bombay in the following words. All 
“ perfons reliding upon the weft coaft of Sumatra, who ftiall refort to, 

** or trade, either By themfolves or their agents, at Fort St. George, Fort 
** William, or Bombay, and their refpedive dependencies, arc to buy 
** and fell publicly or privately, as they themfelves (hall choofe; dcaJ- 
** ing freely, and without reftrainl^ with whomfoever they fliall think 
proper; and if, contrary to this article, they ftiall be oppicfled or 
injured by any perfon whatfoever, fuch peufon or perfons, let their 

“ rank 
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*f rank W what it may") will infcur*our higlieil ,difpleafiu*<;, and fliall • 
** certainly feel the weight of ouif refentment,’* • 

Thole were the judicious orders given for tlie protedfion of trade by 
former Courts of DireAors: ancf by tliQ reprefen^tion which has be^ 
juft given of the nature of the £ngU(h Company's trade in India, the 
reader, who is a merchant, will eaftly fee that upon a footing of fair 
trade, it muft be ever for the intereft of the Company; though not for" 
that of tlieir fervan^,* to encourage private traders of all natiqns, in 
India, for thefe obvious reafons ; that the more traders, the moi'e pur- 
chalers of the Company's ftaple imports, the fales of which would be 
the more indullriouflypulhed in every corner pf India; and the more 
providers of goods at the manufacturing towns, the more the manu- 
factorers would b*e encouraged, and tipon a free inland trade, the 
• more goods would come to market. But lince the EngUfti Eaft India 
Company have become the Sovereigns, they and their (ubftitutes have 
been cxclulively the foie merchants of Bengal, and feem to ,havc ad¬ 
opted fentinicnts as repugnant to the true Ipirit of mercantile affairs, 
as could ])t)ifibly be conceived : nay tliey have of late even ventured to 
ullbrt, that ihcy alone have a right to trade India; and in confe- 
qiience of tlxat abfurd opinion, they liave dire^cd certain merchants, 
inhabitants of Calcutta, not to trade; alledging, very nicely, that 
though they might have a legal right to reflde at their fettlemcnts, |;h^y 
could have no*right to trade there; which is the fame thing as telUng a 
man he may have a right to live, but no right to ufe die means of lus 
profcilioii for acquiring wherewithal to fupport life. 

It is true, that fuch reftriftions have never been laid but upon parti¬ 
cular perfons wfiom the Company defigned to opprefs apd crufh. Bpt 
how miferable and defpicable muft that ftate of the government of the 
Company’s affairs be, wherein the general fyftcm of juftice is ftopped 
and perverted, for the fake of opprelliiig an individual! 

It is true allb, 1 :hat this abfurcl doeftrine has never beep maintained or 
enforced till wjthin thele fix years paft; fince which time every man- 
CEiivre of ihofe who govern the Englifti Eaft India concerns, aneJ parti¬ 
cularly ill Afia, feenis to have been calculated with a view to facilitate 
the monopolizing of the whole interior trade of Bcftgal. To effeft 
this, inconceivable oppreflions and hardfliips have been pradifed to¬ 
wards iljc poor maiiufaifturcrs and workmen of the country, who are, 
in fabt, monopolized by the Company as fo mapy (laves. This fpecics* 
of monopoly has occafioned frequent complaints from the agents of the 
French and Dutch Companies; the latter of whom, upon a late difinite, 
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in^dp propofals to the Englilh for a participation of the weavers. As 
nothing can fhew ‘the ftate of the Conipany*s inland trade in Bengal 
belter chan the words of their Preficjfnt and Council at Calcutta upon 
th& very fubjecfl, we will give* them, as contained in part of the 62d 
paragraph of iheir General Letter to the Directors, dated the 14th Sep¬ 
tember 1767, which were as follow. 

“ A participation *of the weavers would be to throw off the viajky and 
** acknowledge ourfclvCs the fbvereigns of the coujjjtry. ‘ It would coun- 
“ icrat^, in the moft cxpreilive niannef, the profejjlons we makcy the 
** appearances we nccffatily ajj'umey and the endeavours we ufe of feemi^^ 
“ to aB from the Nabob's authority only. In a^vord, the difproportion - 
“ of hands neceflary to form their inveftment and ,yours would appear 
“ fo p,rcaty that we could not accept the propofals of participation, 
** without confelfing all that policy requires Jhould be concealed," 

Various and innumerable are the methods of oppreiling the poor 
weavers, which are daily pra^lifed by the Company’s agents and go- 
nidflahs in the country; luch as by fines, imprifbnments, floggings, 
forcing bonds fi*om them, &c. by which the number of weavers in the 
country lias been greatly dccrealed. The natural confequenccs whereof 
have been, the fcarcity, dearnefs and debafement of the manufa<fl.ures, 
as well as a great diminution of the revenues : and the provillon of the 
Company’s inveftment has thereby now become a monopoly, to the al- 
moft entire exclufion of all others, excepting the fervants of the Com¬ 
pany higheft in ftation, who having the management of the inveftment, 
provide as much as their confciences will let them for the Company, 
themfelves and their fjivourites ; with excepting alfo^the foreign Com¬ 
panies, who are permitted to make Ibme fmall inveftments, to prevent 
clamours in Europe. • 

As our 14th chapter particularly treats of the general modern trade 
in Bengal, and of the opprelfions and monopolies which have been the 
cauies of its prelent decline, we fliall here refer our readers thereto, for 
what farther relates to luch matters. , 


CHAP. 
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■C H A*P. 'IX. 

OF the COURTS of LAW eflabliilied the CHARTER granted 
to the COMPANY; and of the Government, Police, and Ad¬ 
ministration of Justice in BENGAL. 

TN all countries the ri^ht adminiftration of jullice is tJie foundation of 
1 national profperity ; as, on the contrary, the groft and partial abufes 
of it, will ever prove the fourccs of inevitable ruin. 

Derpotifm and arbitrary violences are not more pernicious to indi¬ 
viduals than they are unpropitious to trade, and hurtful in their confe- 
quences to a Rate. Without great perfonal fecurity, there will be no ex¬ 
traordinary exertions of induftry, nor indeed flrong applications of any 
kind. Even fortunes will be confidered as hardly worth acquiring, if 
the polTeHion of them be rendered too precarious ; and ftill lels will 
men be inclined to hazard fuch as they inherit, in commercial under¬ 
takings, if not protected by falutary and well-executed laws ; becaule 
property fo employed will be always in danger from the abufes of ex¬ 
treme power. . • 

Wherever the legiflativc and executive powers are lodged in the fame 
hands, whether of one or more perfons, they, together, may be confi¬ 
dered to conftitute complete delpotifm ; becaule, there, %vill exift, the 
overbearing power of making, altering, abrogating, interpreting, and 
executing laws at will. 

In a great degree, the Englifii Eaft India Company has been invefted 
with fuch powers,.by the authority given them as a body-corporate, to 
make bye-laws for the regulation and management of their own con¬ 
cerns, although with the precautionaiy provifo, that fuch bye-laws 
fliall be agreeable to rcafon, and not contrary or repugnant to the laws 
of the realm. This is a power which perhaps might be fafely trufted, 
where its operations muft be within the immediate reacji of the laws of 
the land, or even farther, if merely confined to ^ commercial under¬ 
takings. But this high truft in the India Company, which is exer- 
cifed by their deputies, and even by the dependents on thofe deputies, . 
from unforeleen events, has extended in the moft remote regions of the 
globe, to large, wealthy and populous provinces, now appertaining 
to the fovereign and date of Great Britain ; where the laws of this 
kingdom can afford little protedion to ihofe who go from hence to In- 
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dia,, and none at all to the natives of thofe countries ; who, neverthclefs, 
are now the lubjefls of the (late,, an^d’dught to be under the protection 
of the fuprenw legiflative power. This high triift, which, at prefent, 
thus defcends to a fecond and even third delegation, and may be made 
productive of all kinds of injuries and oppreflions to many millions of 
people, is aCtually execijted, at an immenfe diftance from the feat of 
government, by fuch perfons as are too frequently mdft interefled in 
the practice of oppre^ons, and almoll every Ipecics of injuftice and 
violence. 

In all national fettlements, Englilhmen live under the protection of 
the laws of their country; of the full enjoyment of which right, there is 
no power in this kingdom which can conllitutionally deprive them. And 
accordingly the laws of England have exprefsly appointed, that Juftice 
is to be adminiitred in the Company’s fettlements in India according 
to the Englifh laws, not only to the natives of this realm, but to 
foreigners who refide there under the Company’s proteCiion, and like wife 
to filch of the natives of India as choolc to appeal to them. Such is the 
fpirit of the laws made here with refpeCl to juftice in India; but there 
have been fnrniftied, by certain unconftitutional powers given to the 
Company, that wliich has in praCiice fo corrupted, or perverted the 
letter of the law, as to render'it little better than a convenient cover¬ 
ing to abu(e. 

In England, the Sovereign appoints the judges, who are, conftitu- 
tionally the expounders of tiie laws and prefiding magiftrates in the 
tribunals of diftributiVfe juftice. ISut that they may continue entirely 
uninfiiicnccd in the difeharge of their trufts, the Sovereign w'ho ap¬ 
points them, cannot difmifs them from their offices. This can only 
be done by an impeachment in parliament, on an exhibited charge of 
high crimes and niifiieroeanours in their official capacities, on which 
they are brought to trial at the bar of the houfe of peers : ib very 
guarded are the ilations of judges againft undue influence in this 
kingdom. 

Upon a reptefentation being made to the Crown by the Eaft India 
Company, that ** a ftriit and equal difiribution of juftice within the 
” faftories and places belonging to them in the Eaft Indie?, and other 
parts within their limits, from the Cape of Good Hope to the Streights 
** of Magellan, they had very much encouraged, not onl'j the fubjeih 
** of Great Britain, but likcwife the fnbjeds of otlier Princes, and the 
natives of the adjacent countries to refort to and lettlexn their feveral 
fa<JIories, for the better and more convenient carrying on of trade; 
“ by which means foinc of the faid facHiOries, and clpecially the fadlorics 
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of Madrais, Bombay, and Beilgal, were become very populous :* and 
** upon the petition of the lajd Company farther fuggefting, tb^t the 
“ granting them fuch .powers as might conduce to the punifhing of 
** vice, adminiftring of juftice, for the trying and pupifliing of capital 
“ and other criminal offences, and the better government of their laid 
“ fettlcments abroad; would not only tend to the advancement of thole 
“ good endS) but ailb to the incrcafe of the.national trade, and of his 
** Majefty^s revenues,” the. two charters of jnftice of the 24th Sept, in 
the 13th year of Geo. the Ift. (1726) and ofrfhe 8th Jan. and 26th of 
Geo. the lid. (1753) were, in purlltance of fcveral of parliament 

palled for that purpole, granted to the Eafl India Company. 

It was upon a* reprefeiiLatioii from the Company, that it had been 
found, by ('>cperience, thit there were Ibmc defers in the firft-men- 
tioned dial ter (of which notice will be taken hereafter) that the liir- 
render of the firfl charter was accepted, and the fccond granted them. 
The courts of jullicc eflablifhed by the authority of the Britifli legilla- 
ture iii tlic Ciiuipany’s principal leitJcments, elpecially in Bengal (of 
which we more particulariy treat) as appears by the charter lall*men- 
mentioned, are me tollviwing. 

F rll, f 'lE Mayor’s Cor rt ; being 1 Court of Record, confifting of 
u M lyoi* and Nine Ahlinnci], Seven of which Aldermen, together with 
the Mavor,* niu.'t be iiatuiai-boni iJriiifli fubjeds; and the other Two 
AldciMieii may be f.nxi^n proicflaiiis, the fubjeds of any other Prince 
or St lie in amity with Great Britain ; which Court i? appointed a body 
poli’ c and corporate, to have perpetual fuccelllon ; and, being perfons 
capable in law to fuc and be fued, they, or any Three or more of them, 
(wJiereof the ]\Iayor or Senior Alderman for the time being, then refid- 
ing in the fettlemeiit, to be One) are authorized to try, hear, and de¬ 
termine all civif fuits, aetdons and picas, between party and party, that 
may arlfc within the fiid iaclorics, except Inch iiiits or adions Ihould 
be between the Indian nadves only ; in which cafe fuch fuits or adions 
arc to be determined among themlelvcs, imlef's both parlies fliall by 
confei't fubmit the lame to the determination of the Mayor’s Court. 
And this Court is further authorized to grant probate, of wills, and letters 
of adtniniflralion for the eflatcs of perfons dying intcllate. 

For putting tliis charter in execution, inflrudions have been fent out 
by the Company, as drawn up by their lawyers, for tlic diredion of this 
Court, as to the form and method of their proceedings; which is by 
bill and anfwcr, in imitaiioii of the proceedings in the High Court of 
Chancery; but the Court of Aldermen, or a quorum of thrte of them, as 
above mentioned, when the caufe is at ifliie proceed to hearing, and 
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the giving of juclgmowt in matters of the greateft concern, without ever 
appqintiiig a jury to find damages, as is^tlie cuftonrin England. 

The Governor or Prefidcni ^nd Gouncil of Calcutta have, by char¬ 
ter, the appointjaient of the (hid Mayor and Aldermen, who, after that 
nomination, arc to continue for life in their refpc<fli.ve offices of alder¬ 
men : but this coiitinwatioii hi office is ftrangely circumffanccd ; for 
the lame Governor and Council are impowered to femovc„ without even 
the concurrence of the corporation, any lUderman,^ upon a reafonable 
caufe, of which they aisc left the foie judges iii** India ; fnch their fen-^ 
tence or adjudication of removal being only fiibjt^tl to an appeal to his 
Majerty in Council, in England. 

The Second Court is Twe Court op Appeals, bVing aUb a Court 
of Record, confiding of the faid Governor and Council, any three of 
whom, the Governor, or in his abfence the Senior of the Council being 
ojgc, are authorized by tlie charter to receive, hear and finally deter¬ 
mine every caufe .ippcaled from the decrees of the Mayor’s Court, in 
which tJie value filed (or docs not exceed one thoufand pagodas, or 
about four liiindrecj pounds fferling; and from all their decifions in 
c.uilcs above that fum, there lies an appeal to the King in Council, 
upon fccurity being gi\ cn for the payment of the fum adjudged, with 
iiitereft from the time of the decree, and cofts of fuit. 

The Third Court is The Court of Req.uests, confiding of Twen¬ 
ty-four Commidioners, felcftcd originally by the Governor and Council 
from among the principal inhabitants of Calcutta, ‘who are appointed 
by the laid charter to fit every Thurl^lay, with powers to herfr. and de¬ 
termine fuits in a fulTlma^y way, under fuch orders an deregulations as 
fliall from time to time be given by a majority of the Court of Ead In¬ 
dia Direiflors ; which Commidioners, or any three or more of them, are 
to fit in rotation, and have full power and authority to cleteriiiine all-, 
fuch aftions or (bits as ffiali be brouglit before them, where the debt or 
matter in difpute fliall not exceed the value of five pagodas, or forty 
fliillings. One half of the number of the Commidioners, being thole 
who have longed forvcci, are removed by rotation annuahy, on the 
fil'd ThurdJay of December, and an equal number are cholen by bal¬ 
lot from among themfi'lvcs. 

By the faid charter the Governor of Calcutta, and all the members of 
the Council lor the time being, and they only, arc appointed, and 
have power to arl as jiifiiees ol the peace in and for the faid town of 
Calcutta, anrl all other the factories liibordinate thereto, with the fame 
powers as jiidiccs condituced by cornmidlons under the great leal of 
Great Britain, in and for any part of England. 
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The Fourth Court is The CouRr of Quarter Session, connding^ 
of the faid Governor and Council for the time being, a»y three or more 
of whom, the Governor, or in his abfence the Senior of the Council 
then in Calcutta to be one, are’ %uthori?ed to hold qnartcr-lefliops of 
the peace four ti«(ies in the year, within the diftrieds of Calcutta, and 
were at all times thereafter to be a court of record, in*the nature of a 
Court of Oyer and Terminer and Gao 4 Delivej'y ; and Commilfioners 
of Oyer and,Terminer and Gaol Delivery fqr tiying and puniihing of 
all odenders and offences (Jiigh-treafon only excepted) done or com¬ 
mitted within the diftridis of Calcutta and |he factories fubordinatc 
* thereunto ; and it is j^hereby ordained to be lawful for the laid juftices 
and commiliioners refpeclively, to proceed by indicftmeiit, or by fiich, 
other ways and ift the fame manner as is tiled in England, or as near 
as the condition and circumflanccs of tlic place and inliabitants will admit 
of, iffuing their warrant or precept to die Sheritf, (who is likewife elefted 
and appointed by the faid Goveni^dnd Council) commanding him^o 
fummon a convenient number inhabitants to ferve as Grand and 

Petit Juries; and the fiid Jiillices are allb authorized to do all otlier 
afti that Jurtices of the Pvacc and Commilfioners qf Oyer and Terminer 
and Gential Gaol Dclivciy ulually and legally do 7 and the Court may 
alTemble and adjourn at and unto Inch timcb and places as they lhall 
judge coiivenient.^yp 

By the faid chji^cr, the Ball Inditf Company and thtir fucccflbrs are 
authoriied forces within their laid limits, and to appoint liich 

generals aj^K>dicc?i's to command the fame by fea^nd land as to them 
lhall ft cujplmit'ct; with powers to iivike war, mid to kill, flay and de- 
llroy ^hand eveiy Inch pcrfoii or perfons as mtiy at ^ly time enterprize 
the dediLulion, detriment, or annoyance of them, or of any of their 
fervants, or perfons dealing with them ; and in time of o^ed%hollility 
^hiy a.o authorrzed to ufe and exertife martial difeipline and \he law 
m.i tial, ill fuch calcs as occalion lhall nccellarlly require. In fupport 
of ibcfe very extraordinary pri\ilcgcs, granted by Inch extraordinary 
ftretches of pVerogative and power, to a body of merchants over their 
fellow-fubjeCls, in the t\vcntv-fe\enth of Gedrge the Second an aft of 
parliament \ya^ .ilfo palTd, entitled. An aft for pui^lliing mutiny and 
dtlwriion of oliicers and foldicrsin the Icrvice of the United Company 
of iUerchants of England trading to the Ealf Indies, v. hereby the Com¬ 
pany a.ij their i ejirelentatives, the Prelidents and C-^oncils for the time 
being at ihc‘<r f-veral fettlemcnts, are autjiorized to appoint couits- 
marcial for the trial of their oiiiccrs and foldicrs for all oliences, to be 
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tried and proceeded againft in fifth fnanncr as by the faid is di¬ 
rected. * ** 

And l>y virtue of the faid royal charter or letters patent, all fiich 
fines, forfeitures, penalties an4 Ibms of money, as may be fbt or im- 
pofed upon any perfon or perfons in the courfe of jnftice in the (aid fe- 
vcral courts, are given to the faid United Eaft India Company, whofe 
Directors for thef time»being, •or the major part of them, or their Prcli- 
dents and Councils, arei under certain reflriCtiohs, alio authorized to 
make and ordain bye-laws and ordinances <fi)r the good government and 
regulation of the faid leveral corporations and courts, and to impofc 
reafbnable pains and penalties upon all perfonst offending againft the 
lame. 

Befides the above-mentioned courts, eftabliflied m Calcutta by the 
royal cliarter of juftice, there are two others ftill fubfifting, which were 
granted or connived at by the Moguls or the Nabobs of Bengal for¬ 
merly, when the Company were totally dependent on the Country 
Government, as they call it. Thele were courts, if they may be lb 
called, that tvere allowed the Company for the prefervation of order 
and good government in Calcutta, and in the vciy limited diftriCfs Ibr- 
mcrly belonging to it, when they had no other authority for the excr- 
cile of any judicial powers. 

One is the Court of Cut cherry, which, on its prefent eftabllfh- 
nient, is compofed of the Company’s fervants under Council, any three of 
whom, their Prefident being one, upon days ftated at their own op¬ 
tion, meet for the hearing, trying and determining, in a funimary 
way, all matters of meiim and to any amount, wherein only the 
native inhabitants of Calcutta are concerned. The* mode of pro¬ 
ceeding is indeed as fummary as poflible. The plaintiff and defendant, 
with their refpedive witnefles, being fummoned, the Court hears what 
they have to offer and prove, Dtvh voce, and immediately proceed to 
decree in fuch matters as do not admit of much conteff. From the de- 
cifions of this Court the Company have dired:cd appeals to lie finally to 
the Governor and Coiinril ; which however is Icldom done, except in 
matters of the greateft confequcnce, as it is in thode cafes the general 
praiTice of the Court, when not unduly interrupted, to have every 
caufe determined by arbitrators or umpires, chofen by the parties, or 
with their confent j whofe dccifion is final, and made a decree of the 
' Court. 

Tlie other Cutcherry is balled the Zemindary, or Fowzdary 
Court, in which, according to late pratfiice, prefidcs a member of the 
Board of Council, or fometimes a fervant under Council, alone; his 
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buillneis Is to enqijdro'lnto oompl^ints of a crinunal nature among tbe 
black inhabitants* ati^ in caies wnere the natives not apply to the 
Englifli eftablilhed courts of Juftice; In which' cafes the charter* as Jve 
ha'^ already feen, dire^s* that the ^gli(h laws only fliall be obfervcd* 
He proceeds, alfo’ in the above fummary way to fenteii<?e and punlfli- 
ment* by fine* impiifonment* c&ndemnatlon to work in chains upon 
the roads for any fpace^ of time, even for life j and by'flagellation, in 
capital cafes, even to death. The ancient Moguls and Nabobs would 
not permit any of the profeildTs of Iflam to be hanged according to the 
XViglifh cuftom* efteeming that too ignominiou$*a death for a Maho* 
medan to fuffer ; therefore, in fuch cafes as were deemed capital, the 
Jafli was permitted jo be inflicfled until death; but the oflicers of the 
Court called Chawbuckfwan, or Laflibearert, are fbmetinies fb dextrous as to 
be able to kill a man with two or three ftrokes of the Indian chawbuck. 
In cafes which* according to the ufage of this Court or Office, are 
deemed to deferve death, it has been ufual for the Zemindar firft to ob¬ 
tain the approbation of the Frefldent and Council, before the fatal 
flroke be given. 

Befides the above-mentioned, there is another Cut cherry. Called 
The Collector’s CUTCHERRY, which has been eftabliflied in Cal¬ 
cutta ever lince the Company had any thing to do with tjie colle<^tion 
of ground-rents. By the treaty of Juno 1757* the Nabob Jaflicr Ally 
Khawn granted to tlic Englifli Company, as Zemindars^ all the lands 
about Calcutta, to tlie extent of fix hundred yards without the ditch called 
The Marahtah Ditch'*^ which partly furrounds the town, and likewife 
the land lying feuth of Calcutta, generally know/i by the name of the 
Twenty-four Pergunnahs ; all which is now under the jurifdidion of the 
Colle<fi:or, who is generally a member of the Council, though fonietimes 
a junior fervant. This officer has charge of the colledlion of the reve¬ 
nues of thofe diflrifls, and fuperintends, nay abrolutely dire^is all ju¬ 
dicial matters arifing within the jurifdiiflion of the laid Twenty-four 
Pergunnahs. Hg; is, from the nature of his office, greatly concerned 
alfo in the police of the town of Calcutta, ifluing under the Company’s 
feal die leafes called Pottahs to the inhabitants, for tlie tenures of their 
houfes and grounds, repairing the roads and difpofing of the petty farms, 
which conftitute a confiderable part of the revenue of the town of Cal¬ 
cutta j granting licences to the natives to marry, on which the Com- 

• This means a ditch fo called, which, in the year 1742, the inhabitants of Calcutta, by permif- 
iion of the Governor and Council, undertook to dig at their own expence, and carry round the fet* 
dement, as a fecurity againft the iacuiAons of the Marabtah$. 
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puny allb coUe^V a,dUiy {three SiciJi irU^^ fi*o¥A elidl |^rty) as aii 
on the Tales of regiftered flares aVid iM^w^tsilt fio€»|)S. AH ^aiti 
in Jo the Ganges or publrc granaries/*aS ^ell as ctery ttecellai^ of 11 ^, 
with many other articles brohght to the feaaifS of public markets in 
Calcutta, p*ry a duty upon importati^, the colledion of which is (b- 
perintended-by this polle6tof. The privite^ uf exercifing many hah^- 
dicraft-trades is likewUb fanned oUt by the Collector to farfiwrs, who 
i'olle(n: from Ibme a certain lum for the licence of exercifing tlifeir rc^ 
(peiitive traded, and from others even a part of their daily wages. The 
collection of many of thefe taxes gives ocCa^oii to great oppreffiocis 
from tlie farmers, and the numberlefa harpies who are neceflatily em-’ 
ployed asTax-gatherers, and are in general of great prejudice to in* 
duftry and population among the lower dafi of people, w'ho are har- 
rafled on all lidcs; for it is even a common thing to lec the fcapoys, 
who are ftatioiied as guards at dilFerent places, take from the poor as 
they pafs to market fomething out of every onc*s baiket. The principal 
or head Cntcherry of this officer is In Calcutta, where he tranfacts the 
buiinels of his depaitincnt, and where the farmers and tenants under 
his jurilHiClion who are backward in their payments, as well as others 
for crimes and mifiJemeanors, are confined, whipped, and otherwife 
punifiied, independently of the other courts eftablifiied in Calcutta. 

All other matters of policy, •government and police,,are iifually exe¬ 
cuted by the Governor and Members of the Council at Calcutta, or by a 
Secret or Seled Committee, compofed of part .of the ,faid Council; 
which Committee has of late been entrufted by the Court of Directors 
with powers independent of and Tuperior to thole of t]ie whole Council. 
The original intention of the appointment of a Selcil Committee was 
for conducing the Company's military and political operations with le- 
crecy j but the Governors and Committees in Bengal, who have of late 
been entrufted with fuch extraordinary powers, havs turned them very 
conveniently to their emolument, and the Ibrving of their own private 
views, having for that purpofe extended their jurifeli^tion, without 
limits^ to all affiiirs, commercial, civil and criminal^ as well as military 
and political, p^herein a pleaded neceility of Ibcrecy has been made to* 
authorize all kinds of arbitrary and unwarrantable ads. 

The Governor, ‘who is likewilb Commander in Chief of all rfic Com¬ 
pany's forces, is always Prcfidcirt of thde Sded Committees t and, by the 
eftablifiied regulation of the Company's fervice, is the perfon to whon> 
all correfpondence, by letter or otherwifi?, with the Country Powers 
is committed, and tlie only perfon in the fervice to whom fiich corre¬ 
spondence, of any fort, b allowed: tiKf fubftance of which he has en¬ 
tirely 



^ ^ rj 

lusi pj^wer to ^e%<» at>'^^.ltn^e, 

arwi iln fud> form a^ ^o^fcSf y|tb0^t chc^l; of controiiFs Cp tMt 
the Cotnpaiiy’a colleftors, the pretinded Nab6bs 6f (whc^ tolNii <(ic* ** 

pen^te^cy ajpi (eryitucle ’^c b^ve ftdly {^l ifi t«r f^th chaptci?) in 
fad l^iiqw no other pdwqr ^ijiap that of tho Qo^oor osf (Ssdontto *, whole 
orderi are bythfim inapl'ipitiy ^epute^ In aW thole that are 

^itjioijtt tho bounds ^of*the jurlf^ll^on pf thq charter* ^h’wh ia confined 
to .the tra(l witViO the Nfarabtiih l^tcb, and doei hot even extend to the 
ihore of river which is oppofite tP the to)wn<, • i 

: ' The Governor has b^rt of'late aUb ahowed* baa aflnined, the pri¬ 
vilege of granting dnftuch? to fnph perfop^ not lervants of the Comr 
papy,^ as he thinks*prQper» vfhlch enable them to trade duty-free. 

^ ilefides the abovementipned extraordinary privileges, the Governor,^ 
from the prefent and late ufiige pf theilervicei pofiefies likewiiea power 
w hich is of worie pon^qpence to the natives; in the (ettlement than any 
we have yet taken notice of, over V^hom it. glvea him the m&fl: unbounded 
authority, though it m.ay be J^arcely known to many Europeans who 
have refided in Calcutta. ' This ii; dip privilege of fettling the afiairs of 
the cafts, or tribes of, the Hindoos* by which means any individuals 
among them may be made on 3 |.ca^s.ff-otn their families and friends, and 
even whole families may be branded with infamy never to be efiaedd ; 
fb that none ofthdr conne^Hons,; pit <9:hers of the efieemed tribes can 
mi any account eat or dflok In their company, withom uieotriog them? 
fclves the fame infamy 5 nay, or even tpiich them* ivithom beinf^'e? 
cefiitated to an expiatory ablption i|i jfhe Ganges^ : The conrequenpe o^ 
this, privilege, which has been of late entirely lefi: to the Governor, and 
by him generally delegated to his Banyan, can only be cotieeived by thole 
who are acquainted with, tlie religions tenets abd fuperftition of the 
Gentops. 

It becomes in dfis place pecefiary, fi>f the information of the reader* 
to explain what a Banyan is, as tliofe Bapyans have in fact a principal 

* See part of a letter from two.geatleiqen of the ^ofcU in Bengal to the Court of pIreAors,. dated 
Foit.WiHiam, the 14th January 1766, ’ Authentic Paperjt concerning India ^jfairSf '405, at 

follows. • • ‘ . 

** We.tnuft hq-e take noticeof afo^trceof pQVjeF.andinfltiepcp^.whliJb tnjFCQyefDpr,,}p the prefent 
** ftate of affairs, hat over your other fervants, that pf Boeing the (r^e in the couatry of any who 
**■ become obnoxious to him. ' His authonty over ^e omeers of the government will' lead them 
V eagerly to andcipgte his rrfen^ep,», apd a hint to tfiem will fu£ 5 fc. The cori^pondetce'with* 
the officers bein^. confined tp thf d.oyernor, he hag it in his ppiion, t9 give vl*nt private orders he 
**’ pleafes, and which would be certdniy obeyed without his name ev^appearing. Such is bis power 
over the-inhabhaotsof this covUUry;. and foch the naturoof the pebpie, that everyone will be 
*f re?ihr to bear ^eftimony. to wht^eyer .|hejr thl^ ^ ,he agfcethle to him. Thus hc'bevs the 
** moft abfolnte command over the trade and fortunes ot your fervanta, without controul; which 
** appears to os a very dangerous fjyay.” 

. [ a ] fliare. 



$4 C O N S I Ef E R AT I O K 8’ 

iliare, as deputies and interpeters, ift eycry department of the govern*^ 
ment, as well as of the commercial cqncerds of the Englilh Eaft India 
Company in Bengal. . ’ * ■ • 

A Banyan i/s a perfon (either acHng for himfelf, or as the (Uhftitute 
of fome great black merchant) by whom the EngHfti gentlemen in ge¬ 
neral tranlaft all their buliiYefs. He is interpreter, head book-keeper, 
head fecretary, head broker, the fupplier of cafll svnd cs^fh-keeper, and 
in general alfo fecret-keeper. He puts in the undcivclerks, the porter 
or door-keepcV, flcwaiaJs, bearers of the lilver wands *, running foot¬ 
men, torch and branch-light carriers,, palanqiidsn bearers, and all the* 
long tribe of under-lervants, for whofe hon^y he is deemed anfwer- 
able; and he conducts all the trade of his mailer, to whom, .unlefa 
pretty well acquainted with the country languages, it is difficult for any. 
of the natives to obtain accels. In ffiort, he poflefles fingly many more 
powers over his mafter, than can in this country be afliiined by any 
young (pendtllrift’s fteward, money-lender and miftrels all together ; 
and farther lerves, very conveniently ibmecimes, on a public difeuffion, 
/o father fuch aits or proceedings as his mafter dares not avow. 

There is a powerful firing of connexions among thele Banyans, wha 
ferve all the Englifii in the fettlements of Bengal, as well in all public of* 
fichs as in their private affairs. 

Since the great influence acquired there by the Englifh, many per- 
foQ3 of the befi Gentoo families take upon them this trufi or fervitnde, 
anftven pay a film of money for ferving gentlemen in certain-pofis ? 
but principally for the influence* vi^Jiich they acquire tliercby, and the 
advantage of carrying on trade, which they could not otherwife do ; 
and which in this fituation they frequently do, duty-free, under cover 
,of their matters duftucks. There have been few inftances of any Eu¬ 
ropean acquiring fuch a knowledge in fpeaking, reading and writing 
the Bengal language (which is abiblucely neceflary fbr-a real merchant) 
as to be able to do without fuch a Head^anyan. 

Befldes the powers already taken notice of^ the Company, and under, 
them the Governor and. Council, pretend, that, by the charter, they 
have a right at any time, at their pleafure, to feize any European fiil> 
jeX in India by military force, widiout any form of legal procefi, and 
to fend him a prifoner to Bngland, if he refufes to go voluntarily, after 
•having had what they deem a reafbnable notice given him; notwith- 
fianding fuch perfon went out and efiabiifiied himfelf in India with the 
licence of the Company: which pretended right, as we have leen in an- 
otbA place, the Company and their laid fervants aXually and freqViently 

* Called CbatAdart and SmUdurdSrs. 

^ do 
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^ exerciie fqddeixljr*. a^withorti contraul, fometimcs c^tt a^iq^the 
eftablifhed of the H^;^or*s Clourt. ; . 

Having thcis given a brief account of ^11 the CQ.iirtaeiiabH£bedia^4tow 
exiiUtig in Calcutta, and of the powers granted to tlipm,.'or adtfhied 
by thole ntembers of the community who compole the principal wh^s 
in the machine of this monftrous government, >we came of courle to 
pur confiderations ^on the exien^ and-confequences of thofe powers, 
and certain circumdances atsenditii^lhem, which we will afterwards ex¬ 
emplify by real matters pf fad^ o * 

By d>e charter of the^ ^th of George theFirft, the Mayor’s Court had the 
power of eleding their Own members to fill up all vacancies: and while 
foch continued to'be the pradice, that court was the bulwark of all fecu- 
rity with regard to property in the fettlement, and might be confidered, in 
a great degree, as independent. Indeed it was fo much fo at that time, 
(before tlie Company had adopted, in ib common and frequent a manner, 
the pradice of leizing perlbns and lending them prifoners to England) 
that it was deemed inconvenient to the Company^ who had many de¬ 
crees given againll them: and this was tliought the grand deled before 
hinted at; againll which> tliough.not exprelled, the Company petitioned 
the crown, and obtained the charter of the 26th of George the .Second, 
whereby the right of elcding Aldermen was transferred from their own 
body to the Governor andCouncil, whd thereby had this unconftltutional 
power given them of making and unmaking the Judges. . 

This court is cotnpofed partly of Company’s iervants, and psutly of 
free merchants; and fuch Aldermen,'not being covenanted Iervants, as 
are elleemed to be compiaifant to the meafufes of GovernmeI^t, as 
there called, are generally indulged by the Governor witli the privi¬ 
lege of dullucks for carrying on their private inland trade duty-free; 
which, as we have before obferved, according to the uiage of the fer- 
vice, has been ethcrwjle confined to the Company and their fervants 
only: for it mull be remarked, that die lalary of an Alderman is only 
about twenty-five pounds per anp. which will Icarcely pay one month’s 
hoiife-rent in Calcutta. ^ ? 

The Prclident and Council, in their capacity of a /^urtof Appeals, 
decree decilively in all matters under fbur^^fjdred pounds ; edn- 
lequendy in fuits wherein the Company, or die laid Governor and 
Council are concerned, there is little chance of Jufiiee being had, ext 
cept where the lubje^ in coutell amounts to above that fum, and 
when the aggrieved party can bring his caule from India in an appeal 
to that refpe^able tribunal, the Sovereign and Council* of England ;; 
for which he mull be able to afford a very heavy expence; to lubje^ 

a himlelf 
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himKtilf to great trouble and long dtlaya ; to incur the odiutu^ of the 
gentlemen in the government of Benga}* and to fuffer the dreadful 
their power. ^ * 

The liberty of an appeal to the King in Council, allowed by charter in 
tlic cafe of an Alderman difmifled from his office in the Mayor^s Courts 
is made perfcdtly illuiWe in the cafes of firitiili fubjeifis. Suppose the 
difniiiTed maglftrate comes home to profccute his* appeal, and that the 
lentence of his amotion be reverb by that tribunal, the law fays, that no 
Brililh fubjcd fliall go to India without the licence of the Company, and 
the charter exprcfsly ftipulates, that if any Aldte'man be abient from 
Calcutta for the fpace of twelve months, his place or office fhall be void. 
The Company refuling tlieir licence for him to returfi, he muft firft go 
to law with that powerful body, to oblige tlicm to grant their licence; 
If he (hould obtain this, and return to India, they may again remove 
him for having been too long, though nccc0arily abient, luid thus tliey 
may continue referring him from England to India, and from India to 
England, almofl; as long as they plcaie. 

The Court of Kequeits is, in fad:, the only Court in Calcutta which, 
from being under little or no undue iiidueuce, is of real and eilential 
lervice to the poor inhabitants, and this principally becaufe the mem¬ 
bers Hll up all vacancies in the Court by ballot among themfclves, and 
becauie the matters in conteil, bHng confined to forty (liillings, muff 
in general be beneath the notice or interference of the Governor or 
'Couhfellors. 

The faid Governor and Membe/^ of the Council, being the only 
Juflices of peace, can ^nd do frequently refufe to take cognizance of 
eomplaints laid before them, on oath, for redrefs in lawful cafes, when 
tlicy, or the Company, are any way interefted in them; and in die 
fame cafes, when fitting on the bench at the General Quarter SefUon as 
Judges, they have frequently put a flop to the due couiie of proceed¬ 
ings on the moft * frivolous pretences, or adjourned the Court from 
time to time, to evade the enquiry, while the injured parties have been 
left without refource. 

« 

• Such as, “ that the perfons called upon by the profecutor were fervants of the Compaoy, 
entrufted with the knowledge of the records and proceedings of the Governor and Council, 
♦* whidi they were bound by oaths to keep fecret, under penalty of foifeiting the Company’s 
P litrvice, and of other heavy punilhments: That the profecutor might call upon them |is witnefl(?, 
in order to make them difclofe the proceedings of the Governor ^nd Council of Cakutta, and 

** thn^finri* thf Cnitrt /'milrl nn. 1 n<i. »/. fnrVi mOffinr ^vSrt^nri. iinnn fmifMrS 



^ON l^fDTA AFFAlf^g. ' if 

As to*theGmcherrises, particujaffy that called The CQa|t'of 2 einlnV 
Ary, the* bufihdi Acre- is often ^rfied on in lb hurki^tl^ '•nd ItttH* 
c^otisramaniier, and it is lb fteqtiently made itfis' of as eoiitrfiiieniey 
for opprcfling the Inhabitants, tha*t, ccsilldering theCoiii|>ilny^^reCb'nt 
fitnation, the relation they bear to Prince ivkom call 
and their coileBors •whom they call the NahShs of BengiU, and, coniider* 
ing dic powers thc^ poflels from thetharter, of adminiftrlng jiilU^ 
according to the !EI([iglifli luws, it is a fcandal to thisthsttl^ch 
Cutchcriies are now permitted to exlft in' a Britilli' lettleplkit, n^rhatever 


.'may have been the iieceflfityi for them when tHfe Company were depen¬ 
dent on the Mogul, and before they had' obtained their charter' of 


juftice. , 

It ^ plain, from what has been faid of the nature of other privS^es 
and powers, whether riglitfully poflefled, or alTumed by the Governors 
and Councils, that /'very European within the limits, aixl under tjib 
protciHfon of the Company in Bengal (of whom the gtand airA petit 
juries are compolcd) is entirely dependent upon them and their Go* 
veriiors, or Governors and Councils, not only for all ttiey hslVe to 
cxpe<^t towards making their, fortunes, but for the fociirity of thetf 
prefent polleliions, as well as for their own perfonal liberty, tfffd ^d)t 
for that of their lives \ particularly, if they venture out of the* 'Ver^ 
iimiced diilri^ts of the charter, into Nabob's domnions*. 

It is fcaiv^e conceivable to what a low degree of eafterrt Tervlte dbe- 
dience the excrcifo of fuch oppreflions, and die dread of being deprived 
of a fortune, or the means of making one, have reduced even thb 
boafted free fubjcd.s of Great Britain in dip Icttlement of GaleiAta, 
where to a]>pear lenfible of the exiftence of an oppreilloii, is a cvittie ; 
to fpcak of itj' trealbn ; but it is a faft, that perfons, who have been 
under the difplcalurc of the Governor and Council, have received let¬ 
ters from their mod ejleemed friends, exculing themlelves fixjm nb't 
coming to vilit them, for fear it Ihould be known they had been at llick 
houles. . * 


Upon a limple perulal of the foregoing, which is a Jdft aeeounc of 
die date of Calcutta, with rclpe<ft to the courts of law and juftieb, »t 
muft appear evident to ever^^reader, that the ftate *of jiiftke third is. 
very precadous; and that, fn reality, it muft be ridiculous to expeft 
obtaining it in that fettlement in any cafes wl»rein* the Qovifnor, the 
members of Council or the Company ari concerned pr whftrein th<y 
choofe, from what motives foever, to interforeas the foid Governor 


and Cottricil, udio are the dependent ddegates of the Company, are- 
the lU{N:enie jisftices and judges in all criminal and civil affairs,, and at 
. J the- 
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the iame time are the makers and unmakers of the mayor, aldermen, 
(heri^, and all other officers; and farther, have not only thd ^r^tlves, 
but even the grand and petit juries at •their mercy. In fine, dife i$ Co 
much the caie, that the Mayor’s, like every other Court in Calcutta 
(except, as before obferved, the Court of Requefts) is beepme rather 
a fcourge in the hands of the Governor and Council than an inftru* 
nient of relief to'the'ifijured : and juftice in Bengal is made fo much 
a political farce, that nO one concerned in the aylminiftration of it 
dares fo much as to hazard the giving of Oifence to any gentleman in 
power. * • 

It is true, that by an aO: of the 27th of Geo. the lid. it is enabled, 
that ** if any of the Company’s Governors or Councils, at their relpec- 
** five principal lettle'ments, or any of them, Chall be guilty of oppreffi 
** ing any of his Majefty’s fubje< 51 :s beyond the Iws, nfithin their 
“ fpeHive jut if (Unions or commands, or (liall be guilty of any crime 
** or offence, contrary to tlic laws of England, fuch oppreflion, crimes, 
" and ofiences may be enquired of, heard, and determined in his Ma- 
“ jefty’s court of King’s Bench, within that part of Great Britain called 
England, or before luch commiffioners, and in liicli county in Eng- 
** land as fliall be ailigncd by his Majefly’s comniiflion, and by good and 
“ lawful men of the fame county ; and luch pnnifhmcnts fliall be in- 
** flirted on fuch offenders as are julually inflidicd for offences of the like 
“ natures committed in England:” which was repeated in another 
of the 10th of his prefent Majefty, with this addition, ** that the offences 
“ committed againfl; that aft may be alJedged to Re committed, and 
“ may be laid, enquired^of, and tried in the county of Middlefex; the 
** defendants in fuch aftion or fiiit having liberty to plead the general 
ifluc, and give the fpecial matter in evidence, on fuch defendant’s 
•* giving the plaintiff a note in writing of the flibflance of his defence 
fix or eight days before the trial of luch aftion.” 

Here the opprefled have the appearance of a remedy held out to 
them ; but, upon examination, it will be found an appearance only. 
The great diftance from England, and other difadvantages, obvious 
from what has been already faid, together with the length of time and 
the expence ncceflary for fuch undemkings, would in mofl; cafes 
amount to an impoflibility to profecutei^nd which, in faft, would be 
impraftlcable in all cafes unlefs the injured party himfelf came over to 
JEnglandf where he nnift then wait till his opprefTor comes within the 
3Unfdi<^lon of the court; who may perhaps continue to refide in India 
for’ many years, and after all eftablUh himfelf in a foreign country. 
Jf it is the injured man’s good luck to be able to ferve tlM offending 

party 
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'in' ^Hhiates'^^ , ^ 

mhcrvHliJs be effetriifllljr prevented ift6m cptolhg £6 .£ngtaita’» as i^eirj^ 
d^iag u^ouid be to Violate r<|llgibus^ terijpw," aiid make' th^ tttcp^ the 
Ini^i^y of expnllion from their calls of" lHb<^s,'wbtch is wKa^ they would 
' rather die tlian fubmi# to fuffeffi yl^h cduriCe 'thuH: heceffitati? the 
^party in queft of juftice .ip .{end oilt a cdthn)|{Hoii to liidta 1^ die lake 
of evidence, which, admitting^that He could {tirmount tht^’dii^culttes 
• which muft then beftt him, wiU.naturally prolong hiaiuit for years: 
when his commiffion react^a B^OKaU his witnelles may be in what 
call the Nabob’s Dominions ; Whi^ire it may be €?alyJbr the Goyefndir 
and Council to keep tl^em'concealed, to objCtra^ dr evade the execution 
of the commillion, and ib prevent his bbtahiing any written evidence 
by any means wliatfbever. ^ 

The legal jurifdidlioit,' a? we have already oblervcd, which the Ck»m«- 
pany derive from the charter and ^a^s of parliament, as. th|^. ^ow 
ftand, extends^ or is allowed to ;cxteild, only to the town oricttlemiertt 
of Calcutta, and fonie fubordinate faftdfl^s ; the limits of all 
together are of very fm^ll extent; and which they; formerly held iiei 
fubordination to die Moguls, or i^bbbs. But the ^rirdi^ion no^' 
alTiimed and exerched by the Com|iahy and thbif'fubftkutes is, in 
entirely unlimited, a^i'd without cimck or contfoul; throughput all tjlie 
provinces called Th e ‘Nab^.b’s, ^pf \yhich they coUe^ the revenue^* 
Provinces into which it has never been cuftomaiy for writs .lo iffije out 
.of any of his lyfcijefty’s courts, eftablilhed by charter, either ciyil dr 
criminal, they having hitherto been dc^ed independent of any (iich 
authority. ' ' ' ' , i- ‘ 

The mercarfcile bqfinefi bf m^y of.hfe Mkjefty’s European fubjei^li t 
and of fuch of the natives as can ripw find/ways and;means td.^Ck)^, 
on any. ^pirincipally lifes in thole inland parts to Which the . 

C/- allbwcd td 
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fUph'mwopblie^, as it will be .fileWn in a e 
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Tjy mcmicivpj or vnrou^a me i.\aD0D9>, ^wipiouc cveji a iMToDiSI^Iitv dr 
iuej^ injured ^rfpns ever obcainidg as tHcy hUve no |rawfll»3f 

with a proteaing power td/dpply^to * even the EngHdi ia^i^r*, if 

duly enforced/feaVe t)^m wltl^ut remedy, feecauie the oppreiliop, In 
cafes pf complaipt, is 'g|^e^c4 to have been pdimnttted without the Hixuts^ 
pf theComptuiy’s diftii£i;s, and aioribed to bur Kab6b» who is tnadd 
feither it, as thje a£t of an independent Sovereign. / 

Great opprdtions can never happen butlrom thofe in high powe^; anclt 
therefore the perfons who are ^niade to fuffer them in Bengal will hav«^ 
to contend with the power and treafuries of the Company both abroad 
and at home. Beiides, how few men who ajfc dependent in the man" 


ner we have fecn all muft be who are under the power of the Company 
in Bengal, will dare to be inftrumental, orafliiftant to the injured, in bring¬ 
ing ^o jullice fuch oppreflbrs as are fiire bf ferong fupport ? And how few 
will have the means, the application, the iPordtude, or the perfeverance 
requiiite for the purfuit, through paths fe very dilRcullt and precarious, of 
that redrefe, which, when obtained, can hardly be hoped to prove in any 
.degree adequate to the wrong fuifered J From all which it muft be evi¬ 
dent that the appearance of a remedy, as held out to the opprefted in 
die a^s of par^i^ent now exifting, is but lhadowy and deceitful, even 
in the cafes of European fubje&s: and if ftich are the,evils to which 
,£ngli{hmen are ^vho go to reiide in India, it may eaftly be 

imagined,, from what has been dready laid, how n^uch harder is the lot 
of the unhappy natives of thol^ countries. Neverthelcfs they are a 
mild, civilized, and polite jpeople, "and every way defeeving of the pro- 
teri^on of the Britilh laws ; as it is upon their induftry this nation muft 
^finally depend for whatever relburces (he may hereafter expe^ from 

f, ^ ^thin tl]^ Englifti fettlement of Calcutta, the jvienjtbers of the lloard 
of Council, from ailing at one and the feme time in To many different 


capacities, have among the natives, who are In general ignorant of the 
Enj^fh iaws» the power of aituniing that official cHarafier which beft 
fervcf their purpolc. Thus, whenever they choofe it, they can, and 
with great conyepiencet/tjansfer tlie native complainant from the 
^unfellor to th« Jbftjce olf Pypcc, from the Juftice to the Zemindit^s 
^.Cutcjierries, and from the ZcnuncJ 4 r^ totbe|SBcret Committee, where each 
<^^ember is bound to the other, i^der oatbs of fecrecy, nbt'to diyiilge 
3wi^t p^ftes. If the complaint be not tet^ly quallied thefe means, 
^nd gentlemen are apprehei^ve i;bat it may be revived witbtn the 
m *&me"ibapb or othcfi throtigb^'affiftance feine daring 

peribn^ 





^cy can dp wlitft they pleafe 

:Vm*'^; • . o ; 

_ J poMPtiy* whcr^ n^cr th^ m 0 h 4ouRt*y la\v$ ot:^ftgl 

hiVc «hy fotcp, is |<fkMaUy in 9 ftat? of the iwoji depiorafele ahar^hy* 
under the defpotic \ay of one. or wmft a very ^^lih 0;eiStl^ 
U)eu md their Banyans j and tp .jdtt'h nf wretchedne^ and ^r- 
yitude have the natiyel been redne^d* dia«; thcV wp'men {a “po 4 i;n in 
lyl^h they are as d^catc^i^d as any naden on canhj have been 

Ibtqueotly taken fi'am without th«r daring or being ahic to 

, eoimplain» either from the jpower of die violater# or from then* haying 
no perfon to complain tQ|. 4^j(n whom they can hope for redredi. ^ 
We come now to the exemplification of what wc have advanced^ by 
steal fadfs; in wliicli i^ye writer wifi either eonfine himfeif to matters nf 
which he himielf hath perfedf i^nowled|ge< and can even produce proof, 
or to Inch others as appear well vpuehed* by authende documents exhi¬ 
bited in different parts pf th»| woifk; and we wUl begin with the Mayor** 
Court. 

In eonfequeuce of a moft extraordinary oppreflion in the inland parts 
of the country, of whieh particular ndtioe is taken in our 13^th chapter^ 
an Armenian merchant* named Parfitek Arratoon, on the 15th September’ 
1767, filed a bill in the IWayoria Comt againff the gom&ffal)S or agents 
of Governor Harry Vcrelfi and ^rancis Sykes, Eiquires, for 
current rupees, of about 7500 pounds ftcrliUg^ pr^nf^I amount of 
fait, faid tp have bean forcibly talon out of the pfiiind” * warebpnles* 
The caufe was brought to an ifiue; and in the month of Auguff 1768, 
on a day appointed feu* the bearing, a}l the proceedings and d^ofitions 
were read and folly cnn^Ideredi the demand of the plaintiff effablifhed 
to all appearance, and judgment upon the point of being pronounced, 
when the Ma/or, while fitting in judgment, received a private, l€nft% 
or note, (ent from the Governor, to put a flop t^ the proceedings^ faiH^ 
caufe, as was alledgcd, he, the faid governor, was a'party concerned In 
the caufe, and wa^ in es^^ation of fettling matters by a priyaiO'com- 
prondl^ To the n^h^immon? of die plmntiff's ^<1^1*, who detds^red 
he knew of no compromife, and had received ttb'mflruifUona from iv9 

< client 
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* 11)6 writer of thefe ihrets brinf as AUermta of the Cour^ end hadog been ableat when this 
eatraordinary tiaofadioo bappenedt as (boa as he heard bf it whale to Mayor nport the fubje«, 
(ielirisg to hare a Aght of the letter Tent by. or by the order of the Comnor, then Harry VhrdflS 

E M a 3 Efquire, 



3 eofnpl|ec] witli/ ancl'k" 


**"'wav d«ii ■“ ■ 


Ijii!: to * the 




■ plaliiti^/beirf^ left withbht 
After an iaftahce of l^U 

others'of a left erlm^al hatarieiv in 

in c^s wherein tlie’^ feld Governor and Gohticil, or thofe of thfeir ’icSift- 
tieflions have been any wlib interefted^ private *aj(tplications, iyy letter 
or otherwife, have been ftcquently received by th/Court j who, (ettlfjig: 
qlide the formalities df proqefs aV'diirc^i-ed W the ■ charter,. *t^ve ac- 
tually proceeded to hear and deCermlne qpon Inch: private applications,. 
' particularly agaihfl; the attorhies dr loUeitdi^idf Conrtr wliO have 
found it a hazardous matter to undertake a^ ftiit in* matters of arbi¬ 
trary proceedings, wherein the Governor and iDduncil have been in the' 
leaft degree interred feparately or cblle^iveiy* ■ 

Upon the fame, principle of fear, or fervifity to the Governor andV 
Council, the Court has frequently refufrd to ^apt dopies of proceed¬ 
ings filed and entered on record in the Court, tb perferis intei'efted in; 
lUch proceedings, who required, and had a right to them; and die 
judges likewife have refufed to accept of fufficifcnt and unexceptionable: 
bail, when it has been offered by a defendant for a bailable offeticer 
On other occafions, where a^plaintiffi Mhder'tfie known dhpleafiire- 
of the Governor and Council, has brouj^ his uill' of bomplaint into- 
Court againft perfons with whom die Govbiuqr ^d Council were mate* 
rially interefted in the event of the patifrl^ the Cdurt jiave ofiicioufiy 
met, at thdir own mere, motion, 4o conftder md d^ermin^wikther fuch' 

* ** hill of complaint Jhould be anfiver^idt f haded-io^ deti^nrred'io^, or dif- 
** miffedf long after fuch biH' had feecn' regifiacrly filed: and admitted 
hyr ^he faid Court, and this merely to effect the difiniffion of fiich bill,, 
which'hath afterwards followed; and the'plaintiff has thereby been left: 
iremedUeft in mattcis of the greateft'bonfeqqencc* ,® 

Wqnjrt,' in confdqtieDce of wWeb die proceedings hadbe« !h>ppedi ‘ -^ iSmedays-eonfid^tioa,, 
the Mayor wrote the foUtwU^ '^xcuiTe, the original of ^rhich is hpw in; t^o writer . pofle^toHi 

• <* To William Bolts, Efqnin^ ; 

** IlEAK Sin, '■ ■ 1 . . 

*» I flioold have feot yon rtie oot^- as I **0* W*** 

w^among n»y papers, convinces me that 1 ]ria$'i^e d#iOy*w. onitf papers that I 

‘i’ ‘ V fiX: . 

•i,;'. iBP%oaedjent fervant,. 


** 4 ^atta, the xxthA^guft X7<S. 


<:o]RNEy.ius jqQptwiN,!* 
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... , (f''»!X'» «» appttt*tl<» ^Othc ^Tj,-j-,-3K- 

’«vc» tho bcen preteiidecr to 

lofty ^er^l^h^ai cxa»nin^atidtt^ore»eh6‘Co«rtr it hat ap{-_^^- „ 
tlfejijgi^^tv^sro carried to thle governor ai> o 0 t/qpr of ch^ 

.writer ha« Authentic prooH of fttCli proceedings in Ida pofleiftolnur'r k* 

• Bdwever, the iUe^l proceedinga of this Court are not confined 
ibeh matters -only the Governor and Council appear to be dirc£lly or 
indlredly concern^ in; they are frequently as irregular in matters 
.wherein they themfel^ are itjterefled : but whatever remedies may be 
|>ra< 5 dcable to prevenAhe undue ixiftiiende of the Governor and Council 
OTer this Court, there ea^ J>e tto effe<fl;ual check to prevent this evil, as 
things are at pre&nf, but confciences of the re(|>e<ftive magiftrateS^; 
who neverthelcft,' wheu they trail(grefs firom mere ignorance, are not, 
froln their fltuation, fo- very blameable, being perfons of mercantile 
profeflions, not bred txp to- the law, and who by the charter are 
■obliged under a penalty, when elefied by the Governor and Council, 
to accept ^f their oiHces, without even a recorder, who, were he a 
Barrifter at law as in the corporations of England, mights diredl them 
to legal determinations in the exeeution of juftice* 

For fa<fts relative to the proceedings of this Court, which are not fully 
exemplified in this place, not to fwell this chapter to an enomious 
fize, we begf leave to refer thcjcadcff to ouir Appendix, particularly to 
N* XXIV. page 38, the memorial of Mr. Thomas HaniUcon, K® XXVi 
page 40V the anfWer of Cornelius Goodwin, Eftjuire, then late Mayor 
of Calcutta*, (both addrefled to tUe,Mayor*s Court;} N® XXVL page 4^, 
the memonal*of Alexander Jephlbn, Efquire, *to the Court of £aft India 
Dire^ors* with the opinions of Sir WiHiam de Grey, Sir Fletcher Nor¬ 
ton and Charles Sayer, Efquire,, thereon; N® XXVti. 'page 55,, the 
Cafe of Mr. Richard Whittall, with Mr. Dunning’s opinion; and to 
N® XXVIII. pftge 73, the Memorial of Mr. Richard Whittall to the 
Court of Eaft India Directors. 

With rcfj>c< 5 i to the fa£ls relative to the proceedings of the Governor 
and* Members of the Council in their multiform charatJIers of Couniel- 
lors, Scle^I Committee-men, Juftices of Peace, Commidioiiers of Oyer* 
and Tej:«iainer, Judges of Appeals, Makers and Unmakers of the Mem¬ 
bers the Mayor’s Court, Prefidents of the pqtirherries, Zemihd- 
irs, OoUe^rs, Delegates and Reprefentatives of the EnglUh iSaft India 
Company, the MoGUi’k Dewans, and Makers and Un*mafcers of the 
Mogul, as well as of tfie Company’s Rent-gatherers, now called tfie 
SSta^oh of Bengal, Merchants, or Sovereig^ns y all of which different 

cliara^ora 
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qhafa^et's they can an4 <|e a0uiiie, a^occafipn require s m k would in 
many caies be difficult to trace thole gentlemen through their various jjqye- 
tainorpholes, we ffiall briefly enuniocate Ibtne principal tranfadmns as 
they occur to us, without making any diHindions; only dcliring |:ho 
reader once more to obftire, tliat it is not the tMctit but the menfures^ 
when they arc bad, wliich we wifli to £K|aole, in order for procuring 
an elFeftual reformation. . ‘ , 

A gentleman of the Council at Calcutta became ^idebted to ope Wil¬ 
liam WiUbn, a fail-mak<V'f for work done in thcAvay of his profeflion, 
amounting to current rupees 75—9—7 j for payment of which the fail- 
maker feat in his bill, with a receipt annexed. The Counfellor, who 
happened at the fame time to be Zemindar allb, alle'dged the charges 
in the bill were exorbitant and unrcafonable, and would neither dis¬ 
charge or give up the bill; threatening tlie fail-maker, that he would 
get him turned out of the Company*s lei-vice, or lent to Bencooleii ♦, 
if he periilled in his demand. Tiie foil-maker not Intimidated, 
filed his bill in the Mayor’s Cotirt agaipfi the Counfellor, who, ratlter 
than expole the affair to a public diicuflzon, more prudently agreed 
to latisfy the complainant, to the amount of his bUl, with the cofia 
of fuit, by which it was confequcntly fwelled. The complainant’s fo- » 
licitor or attorney at law (as they are called in Bengal) fent his Ban¬ 
yan, Raffiioo Tagoor, a black itierchant of Calcutta, to receive the 
amount of the bill, repeated times without fuccels, till at lafi the fold 
Radhoo Tagoor delired the Counlcllor’s Banyan to'inform his mailer, 
that die amount of the hill was wanted, and if it was not paid, fpme bad 
conlbquences might enfue from the caufe going on in the'regular courib 
of law, and the charges being conlcqucntly enhanced; which being 
told to the Counfellor and Zemindir, he grew angry, and ordered the 
merchant, Radhoo Tagoor, to be immediately foiled by hi? peons, and 
carried to the Cutcherry; where he was, without any examination, 
enquiry, or form whatever, tied up, feverely ti.>gged, and beat on the 
head with his own dippers f, by order of tlie IMd Zeininddr: who 
wrote a letter to the attorney at law upon tlie pepafron, of which the 
following is aii^exgfl copy. 

^ Beneoolen on the itland SE Samatra. and Gombroon in Ferfia, have ]on|! looi(ed upon 
pbces very unhealthy and fatal to the g^neiailty of Furopean cotiiHtudona; and from fome initances 
«f perfbns in the Company’s fei rice bemg formeriy fent tbtthet from other fettlementa by Governors 
and Councils, as was fufpeAed, to get lid of them, the talking of fending people to ^encocAen, pr 
GtHnbtQQp, has in India a kind of protcibial meaning expieffivc of banifliment, 

f Tbe being beat on the head with a Ilipper is, among the natives of India, eooiidered W bi t ywf 
ignoatii^s paniihtnent. ^ 
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** I have ordered your detnalhd to be complied with. It !$ |b 
« yagjjnt, that I intend laying it before the court. Your Banyhn* ^as 
** lb infblcrit ai td tell me, that unlefs I difeharged it chre^tly you would ‘ 
** incrcate yodr demnand, h>r which inibletice in him t have lent him t6 
•* the Cuftcherry, whi^re he will meet M« Ueferfs.* 

V • ** Your mcrfl: humble fervant* 

Calcutta, the aa^Feb. 15^65.*^ 

. Upon a compl^nt lodged by a poor old woman agaihft another in 
the lame circumftances, before the Zeminddr, wherein he has been em<«^ 
* baiTalled to decide which of the two was in the ri^t, the writer has 
kno\’<rn the poor wretches ordered to fight, and made to decide the 
queftion by the exertion of their feeble limbs in battle. 

A tradefman and inhabitant of Calcutta, named Gocid Sonar^ com¬ 
plained of having been falfly iniprifoned by one Nobekifien, then i^nyan 
to the Governor of Calcutta; alledging, that during his confinement^ 
under variotis falfe pretences, he and feveral of his family had been 
otherwile moft grievoufly injured knd opprefied. The tradefinan pre¬ 
ferred his complaint at the court of, general quarcor feflions, held at 
Calcutta, on the 4th March 1767, in a petition to the grand jury, but 
without any fucccis; fdr it was remarkable, that the Chief JulHce Hariy 
Verelft, lEfquire, then on the bench, getting the petition into his own 
hands from another Juftice, to wham the foreman of the jury -had d^ 
livered it, he immediately and fuddenly called and difmified the juries. 

It was fa!d, by way of excufe, that the complainant had not fifft re¬ 
gularly given in Jiis information upon oath before a Juftice of the Peace, 
and that the affair ought to be referred, for trial, to the court of 2e- 
mind^ry. 

The injured man however chofe rather to depend upon the Englifti 
laws for redrefs of his injuries, and therefore, to obviate the objection 
of want of formality, he afterwards formally applied to a Juftice 6f 
Peace, who happened at that time to be the Zeniindit* al(b. It was with 
ibme difficulty, and not without great altercatiotn that the Jiiftice von** 
iented to receive the information of the othnplsdiiiuit, but «t length he 
promtied to receive it on th^ following day ; Which was acGbrdhtgly de- 
livered in upon oatb, as follows. 


« Tha 
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** TIic luforixiaiion of Gocu] Sbnzr, luhiibltant of Calcfufta^* 

SifEWETH, , * 

That on or about the rft of Phalgoon (or joth February 1767) -one 
** Ram Sonar and Ram Bania with a Hirc^rah * (or meflengcr) belong* 
'* ing to Nobckillcn Munfhy/ came to the houle of him the informant* 
“ aucl did then and there, with force, unlawfully ^cid injurioufly enter 
“ into his inuard Zenana (or womens) apartmqms, laying, they had 
•* orders froni*NobckilK?n Miinfliy to take awa/ the informant's lifter, 
for his the laid Nobekillen’s ulb. That on tile informant's I'efifting, 
and calling dicDo'ivhay t» they abuled him and his mother in the moll 
■“ opprobrious terms, and did othervvile ill-treat tlleni: upon which, 

** the reft of the informant's family being forced to fly, they unlawfully 
and by force did then and there feize the informant’s mother, and 
** againft the peace of our Lord the King, did forcibly carry her away 
to Nobekiflen. 

** That on the ne.st day the laid Ram Sonar and Ram Bania came 
** with another Hircarah of Nohekiflen’s, and did forcibly feize and 
“ carry away the informant and his brother, named Kifn, into Nobe- 
“ killen's prefcuce, who ordered both to be confined. Upon this we 
** offered fecurity, which he refilled. Wc then offered that one of us 
** Ihould remain in prifon and' the other be at liberty} this alfo he, 
Nobekiflen, refufed ; but gave orders to his peons, who carried us to 
** prifon in the Colle<ftor's Cutcherry, wh^re we were both confined in 
“ the place where felons and thievcg are, with our feet in the flocks, for 
” two days and three nights ; viiftuals being forbid to be given to us, 

** and none of our people permitted to come near us. And during 
** our confinement. Ram Sonar, with one of Nobekilfen’s houfc, for- 
•* cibly entered the informant's houfe, and carried &way his lifter to 
** Nobckillen's houle j ‘where he, Nobekiflen, kept Ifer confined one 
“ night, and violated her. Afterwards her Nobekiflen, lent for us 
from the Curcherrv to his houle, and from thence ordered us to be 
“ cariied and confined where the Company’s HireSrahs ftay, oppolite 
• 

* Hircarah means properly a fpy. In India it is by no meant an employ held in the dcfpicablc light 
’ in which it is thought of m Europe. All great men have a number of Hircirahs jn their traul j, 
and in the couits of Hindoiian, the Prince’s Head-bircirah it a principal officer, and ficqdently cm- 
•ployed upon bulmcfs of the greateft truft, fccrccy, and honotir. 

f The Dewhay is an exclamation tifed by the common pcc^le in Hindofldn, upon occtiiott of toy * 
fndden a6l of violence, much in the fame manner as in Sj»ia and Portugal, they cry, JqHjf 
Thus the poor people in Bengal, perfonifying the Company, froqueotiy call out/ Vmh&y Cmpany 
S^ekf Mrberc tiuue ate none found to attend to thdr cries. 

•» to 
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** to the Governor's houfc ; where^we were confined bne night and one 
“ half day, and were afterwards^again carried to Nobekiflcn's, and 
** again returned to the fame plftce^of the Hircirahs, from whence *we 
“ were at lafl: releafed. • 

That at the general quarter feflions of this town of Calcutta, on 
** the 4th of March 1767, this informant did reprefent his grievances 
“ in a petition to the grand jury, which fte delivered to the foreman, 
** who delivered it lb the clerk of the peace, Vho delivered it to tlic 
** Judges on the bench; but fhat no enquiry was made iqto the cafe of 
** the informant, the g^nd jury being difiniflcd* immediately after the 
, ♦* delivery of his petition. 

“ This informani farther faith, that on the 17th March, at about ten 
** o'clock at night, four peons, or pykes, named Sheik Jaffer, Sheik 
Rheyroo, Kifno and Ram, came to the informant's houfc with a peon, 

** named Mowdy, who then and there feized the informant's brother, 

“ named Kifno Sonar, and carried him to Nobekiflen's houfc, without any 
** legal warrant or authority: nor can the informant conceive any rea- 
** fbn, unlefs it was to intimidate him from feeking redrefs. Thofc of 
** our caft (or tribe) as cuftomaiy, refiife to aflbciate with us ; and for- 
afrauch as the faid informant conceives the aboye related proceedings 
“ are unlawful and injurious, and are wrongs which tend to the great 
** damage of him, the informant, and, are againfl the peace of our 
Lord the Kiiig, his crown and dignity ; and whereas the informant 
is otherwife remedilefs, he therefore humbly prays, that a warrant 
“ be granted to feize and bind over Nobckiflen, and every otlier per- 
** fon concerned^ in thefe oppreffions^ to the next quarter fclfions. 

(Signed) « GOCUL SONAR," 

“ Counterfigned. Sworn to before me, Charles Ffloyer, one of 
** his Majelfly's Jufliccs of the Peace for the town of Calcutta, &:c, this 
“ aoth day o-f May 1767. 

• " CHARLES FFLOYER.” 

Tliis information was fiipported by another depofition,of Kifno Sonar, 
taken at the fame time upon oath, and fubferibed to in like manner, 
by the beforefaid Juftice of Peace, whereupon the* complainant was 
happy in the thoughts that he fiiould of courfe obtain juftice for the . 
injuries he complained of, according to the eftabliflied laws of Engt 
land* But upon finding that no warrant was ilTued, or bail required 
from the accufed party, nor any other fteps taken towards having the 

[ N ] affair 
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afTair tried at the following feilions* the tradefman waited upon Mr. 
Ffloyer, who, to his aftonifliment, threatened him with the Chawbuck 
and told him he had no buiiners witli 4 ;he quarter fellions, but that hish 
complaint (liould be tried at tlys Zeihinddr’s court. 

Thus, in ortler to evade a fair enquiry, to ferve a private purpofe 
hereafter to be taken notice of, was this affair transferred from Mr. 
Ffloyer t» Juftice of Peace, to Mr. Ffloyer Zemind^, contrary to the 
cxprefs diredlions of the charter of juftice, and a^iiifl die will of tlie 
complainant, who was afterwards totally-preclu^d from juftice, and 
even from the'knowledge of what was done r^pecling his complaint, 
having never been any further called upon, and never having been 
able, notwithflan ding repeated applicadons for that purpoie, to obtain 
copies of any proceedings whatever. 

Another extraordinary cafe, was of Raninaut, a black merchant,' 
houfe-hokler and inhabitant of Calcutta, who had formerly ferved as 
Banyan to Mr. George Gray, a gentlem.an then of the Council at Cal¬ 
cutta. It has been already faid, that the Secret, or Seleft Committee 
of Calcutta, in confequence of extraordinary powers from the Court of 
Directors, alTumcd jurifdiidlion to themfelves in even fueh as they pre¬ 
tended were criminal matters. In confequence of which it has been com¬ 
mon for them, of their own mere motion, to feize and imprifon the pre- 
tendedNahoi's officers, as well as die principal merchants of the country, 

'* The Indrument for flagging ufed at the Cuteberries. 

+ In order to- favc appearances for this extraordinary proceeding, at lead in the eyes of the Court 
of Ead India Directors, fome months after the tranfadfion, Mr. Fdoyer entered a minute upon tiie 
confultations, or proce<^iags of the Council at Calcutta, fo called, wherein he endeavours to accounv 
for it in the words folbwiog. ‘ 

% 

“ In the month of lalh, when I was the adliog Jtidice and Zeminddr, the Prefident 

** delivered to me a complaint which had been preferred to the giand jury at the qnnrtei fcfiions, 
** by one Gocul Sonar, againd Nobekiflen, and delired me to enquire into It^as Zemindir. I did fo. 

« But on atteding the depofitions v/hich had been taken by me, IJigned them as JuJiice of the Peaces, 
infiead (f Zemindar, I was not fenftble of the mijlake until the next morning, when I acquainted 
** the Prefident with ir: and as a confirmation thereof referred him to the ofticers of the Cutcherry, 
who.were the only perfons made ufe of by me, during the whole courfc of the enquiry. My re- 
** port to the Prefident, which has been laid before this Board, and the recou’'of the Court of 
“ Zenunddry, will, I hope, fufHciently evince, that I afted therein, in the judicial capacity of Ze- 

** mindar only, and not as one of hit Mujejlfs Jvftices cf the Peace.” 

< 

If any thing more be requisite to- expoTe the injudlce of this proceeding, or the futility of the c*- 
cufe, which Mr. Fdoyer doubtlcfs^ thought fufficient for the Court of Direftors, the reader is defired 
to remark, from the complainant’s dcpofition, that the information of the 4th March 1767, which* 
Was the paper faid to be delivered to Mr. Ffloyer by Governor Vereld, couid have no conneflion with 
the Ihformation in qnedion, of the 20th May 1767: thisJaft, as ligned by Mr. Ffloyer, even refer¬ 
ring to the former one, as having been laid afide without caufo, which was the reafon of the tradef- 
man’s laft applicatbn perfonally to Mr. Ffloyer, as one of hisMajefty’s JuAiccs of the Peace, in order 
to have his complaint heard at die next quarter foflloQS. 
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by.militaryforee,, within the Engliih fettlemenc; alfo to withdraw, the 
Company’s prote^Mon, and to pronqunce fentence of baniftinieiit againft 
peribns unaccufed and unheard, in cafeS wherein the King in England 
could nor do cither one or the other. 

Tills Secret Committee or thePrefident, yilth th^Commlttee’s fanflion, 
Iiad, among others^’ fiiddcnly feized the before-nientidhed R,amnaur, 
fome time in the mt^nth of ^ptember 1765, and clofcly confined him 
under a military guar^^or many months. The pretences*then made ufe 
of by the committee for this extraordinary were, that he liad been 
guilty of great extortions and malpra^ices in the Maldah country, 
(where Mr. Gray had refided as Chief of the Company’s fadory) and it 
would appear the Committee officioufly undertook the examination of 
thefe matters in Calcutta^ to fave the Nabob that trouble. But the real 
caufes as ailigned by others *, with the greateft appearance of truth, 
were in order to extort' evidence from him againit his faid mailer, 
with whom the Committee were then engaged in very rancorous party* 
difputcs. Upon what foundation he was confined, what hardfiiips he and 
his family fiiffered, or what elfe pafied during this his firfl confinement 
by the Committee, is foreign to our prelent purpofe to relate; fiiifice 
it to fay, that after the purpofes for which he was confined had been 
lerved, he obtained his relealement, and for a long time continued in 
Calcutta immolefted, with the permiflion of appearing in the prefence 
of the Governor to ipake his Salaam f, among other merchants* Thus 
far was neceflary for the illuflration ofithe fa<T before us. 

This man corpplained, that during his laid confinement he had been 
plundered by one of his countrymen of property to a confiderable 
amount, and he wanted the permilfion of the Governor and Council to 
apply 10 the Englilli laws for redrefs, not choofing to do it, for fear of 
giving offence $, .without firll obtaining the permiflion of the Board. 

The following, being an exa^ copy of his addrels to the Council, 
will bell IJieak for itfelf. 

* See Authentic Papers concerning India AiFairs, pages 189, 190, 193^ &c. 

t According to the Aiiatic Ayle, he who alter any difgrace is permitted to appearin the Huzzoor 
Walla, or ** High Prefence,” to make the obeifance called a Salaam, is eAcemed to be forgtiKn, and 
reftor^ to favow, 

% The offending party was xbeGoreraor’s Banyan, and alio Banyan is the Secret Committee. 
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" To the Honourable Harry Verelft, ^ Eiquire, Prefident, See. Gentle^ 
men of the Council at Fprt-'Wiliiam. 

I* 

** Honourable Si R and Sirs» 

• f c 

** I take the«liberty of prefenting you with this |jumble addrels for 
“ two purpofes, both which I hope will be^ efteem^ to merit the confl' 
“ deration of your Honourable Board, One is ^order to put a flop 
** to the corrupt prad:ices of a man who has been intruded with the 
“ management of tranfadlions of the higheft nature, and of the greateft 
** importance to the affairs of the Honourable Company; and the other 
** is in order to obtain judice and reditution for the oppreHion and 
** damage done me in particular, ' 

“ The grievance complained of is, my having to the amount of 
thirty-fix thoufand rupees extorfively exa<fled and taken from me by 
** Nobeldflen Miinfliy, during my late confinement, ex colore officii 
“ availing himlHf of my ignorance of the Englilh laws and cudoms. 

“ He ufed to vifit me in my confinement, and there, by threats and 
** under various fcandalous, vilianous and falfe pretences, did demand 
** and receive from me, 

“ In the month of Ogrdhn, r. ring, value - - rupees 14,200 

** Pous - - 500 gold moliurs 
“ Choytrp - 400 ditto 
“ Bhddro 7 500 ditto 

1,400 value • - - 20,000 

“ "With two pieces of Booteddrs, and fundry other 

“ things, given by his order to his people, value - 2,000 

V _ , 

** Rupees * 36,200 

* — - 

** The pretences he made ufe of were, that he would preferve me, 

** or get me exculed from taking my oath upon the Ganges water be- 
“ fore the Seleft Committee, that I might have the greater latitude for 
“ what I was to declare verbally; that he would procure my relealement; 

** that he would give me a t Khelaat, and fend me away again t Dew^n 

* About 4,500 1 . 

f An honorary drefs, given to perfons upon their admiilioa or entrance upon any nevr trull fit 
employment. 

i Properly it is the officer of the Dewannee. See Chap, IV. But now every Englilh geutieman's 
Head Banyan ia, by (ourttfyt called bis Dewln. 

M to 
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** to Maldah; and that he would hve my life, which I was to be de- 
“ prived of, when he found'it itecellary to threaten me. 

“ I acknowledge my ignorance of theJalutary laws of Great Bdt'ain, 
in fuffering mylclf to be thus iinpofed upon, as well as my folly 
“ in having even fuppofed him to be of luch confequence to the 
“ Honourable the Select Committee. Ybt, as tlie w’ell-being of the 
“ Houourable»Company*s affairs in a great meafure depends upon the 
** impartiality and inVgrity eff thofe whole office does any ways concern 
** the adminiitration aqd execution of juflice, or the common good of 
“ the fubjeeb, 1 humbly hope ftill to obtain redrefs. 

“ And as I havq heard much of the juflice of the Englifh laws, and 
“ am informed, that the Honourable the Court of Directors have 
been pleafed to order, that ** If a native chuies the decifion of his 
“ grievances by Englifli laws, thofe, and thofe only mud be purlued, 
“ and purlued according to the diredbions in the charter.'* I am very 
** delirous of laying my cafe before the juries at the next leffions, where 
“ only, I am informed, it is* cognizable. 

“ But left the preferring in that manner my complaint againft 
“ him, whilft in office, Ihould be of any detriment to the affairs of the 
** Honourable Company under his management, 1 hereby firft humbly 
** beg the permiflion of the Honourable Board. 

“ And as the grievances I complain of tend manifeftly to the evil 
“ example of all others the Company's Banyans in office, as well as to 
** the great opprclfion and detriment of the native inhabitants in 
** general, I humbly hope. Honourable Sir and Sirs, that you will 
“ pleafe to grant me the permiflion required, that I may be enabled 
** to obtain redrefs and the reftitutlon of my property. 

** I am, with the greateft refpeft, &c. &c. 

(Signed) “RAMNAUT DASS." 

“ Fort William, the loth April 1767.” 

Tills letter he fent to the Governor, then Harry Verelft, Efq; who, 
on the 15th April, in the evening, fummoned Bjamnaut before him, 
and having queftioned him in his chamber, in a particular manner,» 
regarding the circumftances of his letter, difmifted him with aflurances, 
that he fliould have the ftriefteft juftice done him. 

Upon Ramnaut's going out of the Governor's chamber, and coming 
into the hall, he was fuddenly met'by a party of feapoys with fixed 
, . bayonets, 



loz C O N S I D E*R A T I O N S 

baybuets, commanded by two black iofHcers^ named Sontole jCnd Bin- 
malipmcd, who in thatinftanc * (eized lii.raj and, not permitting him'to 
ride .in his palanqueen, marched hifn on foot through the town, from 
the Governor’s to hb own houle, where they kept him in ftrid confine¬ 
ment, w'iUi guards upon his doors, and even in his innennoft apart¬ 
ments; not pernutting any paribn but his own menial fcrvants to have 

accefs to him. . * * . 

* 

He was, on a fubfequent day, again iiias’ched u^ldcr the fame guard 
to the houfe of Governor Vcrclft ; who, notw|ffhftancling Kamnaut’s 
letter was addrelTed to the Governor and Council, thouglit proper to 
refer it to the Selcii and Secret Committeey who had ibnie private fittings 
upon the affair; in.order, as was ufual among them on fuch occafions, 
to record fomething after their own way upon the face of their pro¬ 
ceedings, w'hich fhould have the farcical appearance of jiiflicc, to amiife 
the Directors. Ramnaut was, therefore, feveral times condndled, un¬ 
der his guards, before the Secret Committee, wdiere they did what 
lliey pleafed ; and when they had done with him, ordered Jiim back to 
coiifineniciit in liis own houie, where centinels were placed at every door 
and window. He remained in that fituation until Sunday the 3d May 
1767; on the evening of which day he fent to inform the writer, he 
had juft: received private intelligence, that orders had been received 
from Governor Verclft, then with the Nabob at Murfliedabad, to Mr. 
Cartier, then at Calcutta, to deliver him, Ramnaut, up to the Nabob 
for confinement j which matter, Hotwithfianding other pretences, was 
a principal objeri: of the Governor's,vifit to the city. He farther ac¬ 
quainted the writer, he had intelligence, that it was intended to fend 
him away that evening; and begged he would come to his houfe, to 
help him to fecure his crte<n:s. Accordingly the writer went to his 
houfe, towards night, and faw him in ftriiff confinement, under charge 
of a party of fbldiers, commanded by a black oflicer, named Rambukfli, 
gready terrified, and in tears. Upon the writer’s expoffulatiiig with 
him, and afking him the reafbn of his dejection, he anfwci 2d, that he 
was under ftrong apprehenfions of being murdered, when out of the 

• 

• In a Secret Committee, held at Calcutta the 18th April 1767, at which were prefent, Harry 
Verclft, £fq; President, with Mefirs. John Cartier, Claud RulTell and Alexander Campbell, 
Governor Vcrclft entered a minute on thofe Secret Proceedings \ wherein he acquainted his brother 
Committee-men, that he had fo feized and confined Ramnaut, “ becanfe he had reafon to believe he 
** Wfls the inftrument of a concealed faftion againft Nobekiften,’* (who was, as before obferved, hie 
Banyan, as well as Banyan to the Committee) “ and therefore he had ordered him under a guard, 
“ to prevent his being tampered with, and inftrudted in his evidence, until he could be examined 

by the Committee.” In vain do Englifhmen exclaim againft the proceedings cjf a Baftite, or aa 
InquifitioD, while piaflticcs of this nature are fuf&red to pefs in a BtiUOi SetUemeat unpunilhed. 

S cliflri(n:s 
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diHirliEts of Calcutta. Tlic writcf fomforted him as well as he could,* by 
aSuring him, that ij'C Englifliman Vonld be concerned in lb horrid -an 
or permit the Nab 6 ^t or htu officers^ to perpetrate it; whereupon 
ke exclaimed againft the Englifli laws; and bewailed the misfortunes 
wliich he laid his miftaken notions of their juftice hiid drawn upon 
him. 

This difeourfe was ^fcafcely ended, when there came another party 
of armed foldiers, ’under command of another black officer, named 
Muraad Khawn, wit! three fervants of the Governor, named Peer Ma¬ 
homed, Doft Mahomet^, and Gordal Sing; faying, they had the Gover¬ 
nor’s orders to carry him, Ramnaut, away to the Nab6b. This was like 
the arrival of a d^ath-warrant to this diflreflhd man. He changed co¬ 
lour, and trembling begged for time to arrange his affiiirs and lecure 
diis papers, which only brought upon him fevere abufe and ill treatments 
When the writer remonftrated with the feapoys thereon, telling them, 
he was furc fuch rigour was not ufed by order of the Governor, they 
even prefented to him the butt-ends of their mufquets: and in thU 
fituation they haftily obliged Ramnaut, without any preparation for his"" 
journey, or arrangement of his afiTdrs, to quit his houfe ; pulling him 
into the ftreet, wliere they bound his hands, and then hauled him 
through the town to a boat that had been prepared for carrying him 
away. • 

By letters, afterwards received from him, it appeared, that he was 
actually transferred to the Nabob at MnrfliedabM, for conHnement, 
during which time his family, at M^dah, was put to the greatefl: 
hardlliips and diftrefles: and, after* about leventccn months imprifbn- 
ment. the writer received a letter from him, in tlie Bengal language, 
of which the following is a tranflation. 

** On the 28th of the month Serrabon (or 9th Auguft) 1768, the 
“ Nabob Mahomed Reza Khawn delivered me over to Baboo * Ong- 
nooiing, whp demanded from me 60,000 rupees j viz. 

“ On account Mr. f" Verelft’s fait - - 48,000 

** Ditto-boats - - ,7,000 

“ Ditto wages to the boat people - - - 5,000 

Current rupees - - 60,000 


• An ofBcer of the Nabob's, who fuperinwnJed the buiioefs of the Catcherries. 
Tius was part of the private lalt concerns, taken notice of to oor Xlllth Chapter. 


I there 
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** I thereupon told l^kn, that no ||art of the .demand was juft, cx- 
** cept for the fait; on which account 1 had already paid JVIr. ycrelft, 

** by the hancjs of Mr. Richard BarwoM, thirty-one tiiouftind two hun-^ 

“ df ed Sunott rupees ;—that the balance which might be due, aftcr^ 
** crediting mft for fundry difputed articles, as might be adjiiftcd^ I 
** was ready to pay. That tlie amount of the boats was not due from 
me, for I never rpetived them. \ On hearing this, Baboo Ongnoo- 
“ fing became very angry, and almfed me veiy muclj; fending for the 
“ t Chora and Chorry, and laying, he would tie up to the § Scepiyah, 

** and flog the*money ©ut of me. At laft, he tjpld me to fend for the 
** papers or letters regarding the boats and the money paid, at the 
“ fame time ordering me to pay, on account of the balance of the 
** lalt-money, eleven thoufand two hundred licca rupees, on the Ipot. 

** Aft6r this, he ordered the fcapoys to take me away, and, by the * 
“ life of force, to fee that the money was paid on that day. 

“ I was in confeqiience thereof very ill treated, and on the next 
“.morning was again font for ; when he told me, I could only live by 
paying the money. I was afterwards carried to the ^ Khalla Cut- 
“ cherry, by order of tlic Nabob Mahomed Reza Khawn ; who himlelf 
“ calling me before him, ordered me to pay the faid money. I repre- 
“ fented, that T had no objedlion to pay the amount of the fait; but hoped 
“ I lliould be thereupon releafed from confinement, and have a fliort 
“ time allowed me. Upon whicii the faid Nabob became very angry; 

“ faid, he would have the money at any rate ; and imiJiediately lent 
“ for the Seepiyah and ChawbucJ^ There was then prelent Baboo Ong- 
“ nooling and Ramkiflbre Sene,* Uie Governor’s Banyan’s f Vakeel, 

“ with whom the Nabob confniteda little, and then ordered the feapoys 
** to take me baclc to my prifon ; telling me, if I did not pay the 
** money within one month, he lilmfelf would pay it, and hang me 
‘‘ for it. In tliis affair, v/hatever the Governor’s Banyan writes, that 
“ is and will be the law; and I am afraid there is‘a defign upon 
“ my life. Co you, tlicrei’ore, I pray, for God’s lake, jinake applica- 
“ lion on my bclialf, and become anfwcrablc for the payment of the 
“ money, if I can be releafed from my confinement on thole terms, 

“ Dated the 8th of the month Bhadro, or 21ft; Auguft 1768.” 

t 

i a wo fpecks of \vh'ps ufed in the CrtchcrrWs. 

, § An engine uicil in the I’ntchcnies, confifting of three bntnboes, erected in a tiiangle, with* 
rop-banging bom tliecentic, to t.e at. i fiif|Jend the culprit during fl.igcJJ.uion. 

• The Cutchi try wheie the Nibob (its'in perlbn, when he choofes to tranfafl buHnefa himfelf. 

f A Cbarg- des atlausa, which every great man (foch as a Governor’s Banyan necel&rily is) keeps 
Mt iiurt. 

At 
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At the fame time this mifcrable vitlim wrote a letter to the Governor 
of Calcutta, of which letter, as delivered into the Council, the follow¬ 
ing, being an exa(n: literal tranilatipn, may allb ferve as a IpecimCii 
of the Bengal epiftolary llyle. 

“ To the Great and Greaieft of Governors. 

• • 

. • Siriy Siriy Ram*! . 

** This petiuon of me your fl^vc f, Ramnaiit Dais, who moll refpeft- 
“ fully and reverently iddrcfles you, and pray% for the increalc of 
your riches and profperity, reprelents, that I, yonr petitioner, only 
“ to obtain jullicc/or inylelfi made application at your feet. From 
“ the ill fortune llanipt on my forehead I did not obtain jiiltice, but 
“ was imprifoned and fent here; where I am yet confined, having 
“ been a prilbncr, on and off, for near three years. There is nothing 
“ wanting to the completion of my mifery ; and my family are dif* 
“ trcfled even for vi(fluals. I am now extremely hard prefled for the. 

falt-money. Agreeably to order I formerly paid, on account of 
“ that demand, thirty-one thoufand two hundred Sonant rupees to 
JMr. Barwell, and the remainder which may be juftly due I never- 
obje(!:lcd to the payment of. I therefore humbly petition, that you 
“ will order the rclcafcmcnt of your l^avc, and I will take care and 
** the money. I am a forlorn man. I have no body capable of 
affording in^ protcd:ion. You are God’s deputy, and the giver of 
“ the laws. Be pleafed to favc the lifc/if your forlorn Have, by order- 
“ ing his relealement. This is the.fccpieft he humbly lays at your 
feet. Dated *iiie 8th of the month Bhadrb, or die 21ft Augufl; 
“ 1768.” 

The pretence made ufc of on the Records of the Secret Com¬ 

mittee for this lecfmd imprifbnmcnt of Ramnaut, and lending him to 
the Nabob, was,, “ I'hat he might be delivered up to the cou/itry govern- 
nienf* (which had not been done before) to be made accountable for 
“ the numberlcfs extortions and villanios he had been guilty of at Mal- 
** dah, and otlier places within the government*s jitrifdiHlion,** Never- 
thclels, no fuch extortions or villanics were ever legally proved agaitiR 

* This is one of their many invocations of Cod, fet at the begionlna of all writings, 
f In the Bengal original, the word Saheb, Mailer or Lotd, is fubftitttted for this pronoun, a» 

** the Lord’s flave”—*• the Lord’s incrcafe of riches.” 

j The Gentoos, who are great predeftinarian’*, believe that every maa’s fortune is written on hi« 
forehead from the moment of his birth. 

[ O ] Iiimj 
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him ; nor, to the time of his writing the foregoing letters, had any 
perlbti ever confronted him witli ally complaints before the Nahob^ nor 
had the bJabob made any other denjancls on him than tlioic mentioned 
in his before-recited letters. • 

Whatever ihiglit have been the man’s crimes, notliing can vindicate’ 
the mode of proceeding againft him; nor can anyllory, however plau- 
fible or well contrived, convince tlic public, lhai itwaijufl to deny this 
merchant the means ofbbtaining jiifticc, and to transfer his complaints 
from the fair;ind open trial of juries, to’tlie cly.’idcf'iiie j'rocerdings of 
a junto of three or four, bound to each other by oaths of lltrecv, v, ho 
at the lame time ere, in elfcct, his original and prelcnt acciilers and 
opprellbrs, and nl’O coiikl, as we may now jultly conclude, have no 
other vicus in this clandellinc work than to keep from the light their 
other dark proceedings, which they were doiibtlci's apprehenlive a pub¬ 
lic trial of the com)da’nt'> agviiiifl. Nobckiiren, the Banyan to the Sf.l? ct 
and Secret Comv. i ttee, might ferve clfeclually to difclole. T his allb 
was the real motive that we before proniiled to enlarge upon, and 
which occafioned a llipprellion of the complaint of Gocnl Sonar 

One more extraordinary inflance wc will give of the convenient nibs 
which the Nabobs are made of by the Governor and Council in Calcutta, 
under whole diredtion alone they adl, whenever it is ncceUary for 
any private purpolb to opprefs lindividuals; and this is of certain Ar¬ 
menian merchants of cftablilhed credit and reputation, who, like many 
hundreds of others, had been long ellabliflied in India, a'nd were at tliis 
time peaceably engaged in carrying on their own mercantile biilincls in 
tlie dominions bordering on Bengal, which tlie Company had taken 
from, and afterwards rellored to the Nabob Sujah al Dowlah. The bu- 
liiu fs they carried on greatly interfering with the private views of the 
Governor and fomcofihc Council at Calcutta, aiuhtlicir tonncdilons, 
it was thought ncccllary to have them removed. Not contented with 
their being fuddenly fci/.ed by the Company’s troops and conlincd, 
without ever being acculed, confronted, or heard unow any pretended 
crime or milbehaviour whatever in the dominions of Sujah al Dowlah, 
the G Dvernor and Coitncil had them brought down into their own pro¬ 
vinces, where they could more conveniently manage them, and where 


* 1 he India Directors have been long polTtfCed of all the papers icl.itivc to the proceedings 
conctiniijg (locul and Ramnaiit. If'thty think ihofe proceedings, difguiled as ihe writer knows them 
to be, ^^ill ftrtiiJ the tdl of infpeffion, it is hoped they will, foi the honour of their fervants, lay 
them btfore tlv publit; or otherwife, that they will do it for the honour of national jnftice, in cx- 
pofing the paitrcs who have offended, either by unjuftly promoting orfnpprtfBng fuch complaints ; or 
at icaft for their own vindicatiwi, in publifhing to the woi Id the joft rcfcutjneat they may have Ihcwil 
againft the pt iucipal delinquents in fuch infamous tranfaftions. 

3 
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they were kept imprifoncd for foiii^ months, to the utter ruin 
fclves and families. After they Jiad been long enough imprifoned to 
(l-rve the purpofes intended, they Were let at lilxTty, but without b^ing 
acquainted with any realbn for fuch imprifoniuent: and, defpiiiring of 
ever obtaining juilfce in Bengal, two of them came over in qiu-ft of it 
to England ; where, flattering thcmfclvcs.thaL the Co»irc of Directors 
would naturally difet)ifmcnancc fueh opprefliou, they prtTented a very 
rcipcctl'ul petition to the Con?<t; whicii, n, it will gUc* tbt* befl ft ale of 
their cafe, we will prckiit llic reader wiili a co[))fc of, a-i idllows. 


To the Honourable the Court of Dirfctoks, for the Aflairs of 
“ The llonoiiraffle the United Company of JMerciian i s of Esii- 
, LAND, trading to the East Indifs. 

The Petition of Gregore Cojamaul and Joha;:rcs Fadic Rafad^ 
** Armenian Merchants, late of 

“ Humbly Shewitii, — 

“ That your petitioners, vvho are natives of li'phaban in Pcrlla, have 
for many years relided in India, particularly in the provinces an- 
“ iiexcd to Bengal, and in the dominions of the diflereiit princes bor- 
“ dering upon thofe provinces, *wlieTO»ihey have carried on, for theni- 
“ fclvcs and others, a very extenflve ^dc, always with the permlflioii 
** and approbiition of the different priiiccs in v\hofe dominions your 
petitioners relided; always paying t)fc duties exacted by fueh princes, 
“ and always i^hcarfully fubmittin^' theiufclvcs to the laws of Inch 
** countries. 

“ That it has ever been the cuflom, from time immemorial, for 
** Greeks, Georgians, Turks, Perfians, Tartars, Caflmiccrians, Aj- 
“ mcnians anti ojlicr nations, to refort to and trallic in India, where 
the country Nabobs, fenlible of the benefits arifing from the refort of 
“ foreign merolianrs and the incrcafc of trade, have at all times eiicou- 
«< raged Inch pcrJ'om to the utmofl of their power. 

** That belldcs their own trallic, your petitiohers likewile, for about 
“ feven years lall pafl, have been honoured with bufmefs upon com- 
“ million from fimdry Englilli Gentlemen, fcvcral of whom arc now in 
“ England. 

“ That your petitioners in fuch tranntcT:ionb have ever at'^ed to the 
** liitisfadion of their conflitucnts, and with credit to thcmfelvcs ; hnv- 
** iiig ever ftudioiifly avoided interfering in any other tlian the’r own 
** mercantile affairs ; and tliey have ever been wcll-uifliers to the Ho- 

[02] “ iK)m*al)l<e 
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** nonrable EngliUi Eaft India Company, having never, in tlic molt 

** 'diflant manner, adcd contrary to. the interefh of that Company, 

That your petitioners ■^vere lately refident in the dominions of the 
** Nabob Siijah al Dowlah, and the Rajah RuKvaiit Sing, who, to tlie 
** great fnrprize of your petitioners, received orders from your Preii- 
deucy of CaPeutta; or Fort ^Villiam, to banilli your petitioners out of 
their countries, • * ‘ . 

** That thole princes comnumlcaicd the ord^'s which iliey had re- 
ceived from your‘laid Prcfidency to your petitioners, who had tlic 
lioiiour to be liivourcd witli the fricndfiiip of the laid princes; who 
■“ propoled various expedients to Icrecii your petitioners from violence, 
** as your petitioners can lliew by antliomic documents in their Iinntls, 
f* to the fatisfadliion of this Honourable Court. 

** That the fricndlhip of thole princes having induced tlicni to evade 
** the immediate execution of llich tyrannical orders, for which ilicy 
knew no caulc, your Prefident Mr. Vcrclll wrote again, in repeated 
■“ letters, and in the moll jjeremptory terms, to have )our petitioners 
** leized, imprilbned and lent down into the Company’s provinces to 
** Patna and Murfliedabad ; and for fear of farther delays or cvalions:, 
** orders were given to the immediate fervants of the EngUlli Com- 
'** imny, who were employed to feize. and imprifon your petitioners, as 
““ they are likewife ready to pro^/e to the fatisfa^lion of this Honourable 
'** Court, by authentic docuineiits and writings tinder fhe hands and 
'*'* leals of the laid Company’s fervants, 

“ That accordingly your petirt^ners were feized in the moft Hidden, 
cruel and inhuman manner, and broiiglit down to the Company’s 
factories at Patna and Murfliedabad, being obliged to quit inflantly 
all they were poflefled of in that country, to a very conlidcrablc 
** amount, together with their books and papers, and the cffc<fts of 
“ many other peiTons with which they were ^ ntruflVd, and for which 
** they arc accountable. 

“ That during the confinement of your petitioners, ilicir relations 
did deliver to your Prefident, Mr. Harry Verclfl, fundry petitions, par- 
ticularly one'ofthc 15th May 1768, and one of the 13th June 1768, 
(which your peuitioners imagine Hand recorded upon your Calcutta 
** confultations) requclliiig the releafement of your petitioners, and ol- 
** fering to give any fuch lecurity Ibr money, or the appearance of 
** your petitioners, as might appear reaConable to your faid Prclident 
and Council. 

■■ 

** That the faid petitions were paid no regard to, but your peti- 
tioners were continued under confinement; your petitioner Gregorc 

Cojamawi 
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Cojamaul having been confinc^l from the 14th March 1768 to the 
23d May 1768, being two.months and nine days; and your peti¬ 
tioner Johannes Padre Rafael, ‘ from the 27th March 176^ to the 
28th Auguft 1768, being five months; during whidi time they were 
treated worfe than corivicied felons ; Cogee Rafael being firft ira- 
prifoned in a horfe-ftable, and afterwards both kept in clofe confine- 
nient under a ftrong guard of die Company’s feapoys, with fixed 
bayonets, who never fnffered your petitioners to ftir out of their 
light. 

** I’hat being at laft releafed from confinement, your petitioners and 
their friends waited upon your Prefident, Mr. Harry Vcrelft, not 
only to he acquainted what were the cattles of his dilpleafure, and 
“ wJiy they had been confined, but requefting leave to return up the 
country to fccurc their effeds and outflanding concerns, thereby to 
preferve themfelves and families from ruin; but, to the misfortune 
of your petitioners, all their applications were paid no regard to, 
nor could they ever obtain any fatisftK^Hon, or be acquainted why 
they had been thus capricionfly iinprifbned for lb long a time, aha 
“ then let at liberty, without being accufed of even a fictitious milcle- 
meanour ? 

“ That, to the great aftonifhajient of your petitioners, upon their ar¬ 
rival in Calcutta, they ^rc ul^rmed, that your Governor, Mr. 
Harry Vt^rclfl, and his Council h:m been plealed to publilli an ediCf, 
under datt of the i8DhMayi76^ prohibiting all Armenians, Por- 
tugueze and their delcendantSy//; o;« tcj'iding or trading in an-j pait 
OUT of tht provinces of Bcngnly Bahdr and Orijfa ; or attempting to 
tranfport any merchandize beyond thofe pr ovintes, under penalty of the 
iitmojl fever e corporalpunijhmenty and the corrffcation of jitch merchan¬ 
dize ; an atttflcd notorial copy of whicli inofl extraordinary public 
** edict * is in the hands of your petitioners, for flie infpeclion of tin’s 
Honourable Court. 

That your petitioners were hereby not only deprived, among 
•“ others, of iliofe rights which were due to them, as men, by the law 
■“ of nations, but were deprived of that frectfoin o^f* trade which their 
“ nation had always enjoyed in the times of the woift of the ancient 
Black Nabobs, and in particular w'erc allb deprived of all hopes of 
ever recoveiing thole clfeCls from whidi they had been tluis forcibly 
and capricionfly taken. 
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“'That your petitioners, who have been therclbre ncceflitared at a 
great expenec to come to England jFor jufUce, now appeal to the 
eonity of this Honourable Court J requefting, that they will cither 
indemnify your petitioners for the great lofles they fiillain, or that 
they will be picafed to order home, to anfwer for theniltlves, tlic 
Prcfideiit IMr. VerelU, and inch of ihc Company’s iervanis as to this 
lloiiourahle Cotirt may.aj^pcar to ha\e been the'acting perfons in tlie 

oppredions complained of; • 

0 

“ And your petitioners, as in duly bound, 
“ ihall ever pray. 

J.onclon, the I2ih Sep- 

temheriyby.” (Signed) “ GREGOllK COjAMAUL. 

“ JOHAxNNES PADRE RAPAEL.” 

It was natural for thclc injured Ai'ineniaii inercliants, wdio then knew 
but little of the Rate of the Company and the jiarty-views of its Direc- 
-trr.s, to i?nagine iJiat tlie court would have Ihcwii fome readineft, if not 
a Icrious dil'politioii to rcdrcis their wrongs. But, to their fliamc be it 
Ipokcii! the petition is laid to have been thrown alide, and to have 
lain by, uiianfwcred and difregarded to this day ; while tliefe foreign 
gentlemen, as is faid, liavc been •lyft to R"ck rcdrcis at law, exactly in 
the diftrclHul fituation alreatly ePderibed ; expefed to i]i« necellity of 
fending commillions to India fur evidence, and of waiting for the 
precarious arrival of their opprcHi^rs from India ; fome ol' whom may 
perhaps Ihamclcfsly attempt to fcrcch thcmfclves by the ‘praHiled and 
aiow ufual fubterfuge, of pretending the matter complained of was 
tranfadled by The Nabob, in the extra-judicial dillricts of the 
charter. 

Many other inftances might be given, to prove th« badnefs of the 
government, police, and adminillration of jullice in thofc diftant do¬ 
minions ; fbiiic of which, though there looked upon as tr’fl-s^, would 
in this country be conlldered as matters of the molt Icrious confe* 
quence. Indeed |;o eiminerate all tlic fadls of tliat nature which have 
come within the writer’s knowledge, would be to fill a large folio volume. 

It 

* Such as a maftci’s fenJinp, upon his /Imple note (or Chit, as there cn'Icd) a native fervant to tho 
Zemind^', to reccife a flagellation at the Cutcherry; or the col'ciftiug, by a inilitary force, two or 
three dozen of Englifhnicn, inhabitants of the fetrlemcnt, and confining them, in a dungeon in the 
New Fort, for a day or two. This the writer hirafelt knows to iiave been done, on a fimple verbal 
order, fiom a late Kiglit Flonourahle Governor. The occafion was this.—Complaints were made, 
that manj Europeans kepi public houfes, foi the retailing of a fpiiiiuous liquor called Pariar Arrack, 
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It would moreover be a talk fliolking to humanity ; and as it is ipre- 
(limed fiifficicnt have already beeif produced to convince the reader of 
the triuli of our allcrtions upon ‘the lubjecl-matter of this chaptej^, we 
ihall harten to a conclufion of it. Should the curious reader wifli to 
be farther informed, relative to other fa^ts than what Are here proved 
rcl]ie(fling oiir alIcl*tions, we beg leave to refer bini to our 14th chap¬ 
ter, on Opprelljons^ ^nd Monopolies in general,* and * to the Papers in 
our Appendix. N"’ XXX, XXXI, XXXII, dnd XXXIIT, pages 81 to 
lar, &c. as well as to every*other part of this work, ^^^herc fomething 
will in all pi .ices be found to corroborate what fs here advanced. 

Upon the whole of what has been faid, it furely will be allowed, that 
in the fitualion in,v\'lHch matters now (land, julticc can never prevail 
againll; the will of power in India ; and, as things arc, can be rarely 
'worth purfuing. from thence to England, even in the very few cafes 
where it is praiTlicable, at leaft in a judicial way : fo that, without an 
elFevilual reformation here, or till the law's are made to operate with 
iiiflicicnt ellicacy in thole regions, all people mu/l live there uiiprotefted 
by laws, and always liable to be deprived of tlicir rights even as m«r, 
from the laws of nature, as well as of thofe blelTings that are peculiar 
to the laws of England ; which, if duly enforced from hence by necefr 
lary checks and controiil, and impartially executed there, by inde¬ 
pendent, capable, and difinte^jwfted jaulgcs, would prove a lafting fe- 
curity to the in>e«f^ of the^C# 4 npany Xand, with rendering the pofleffion 
of thole dommions the envy and adini^ition of all neighbouring Hates, 
would likcwiTc bid fairclt for ellahli^ng the permanency of thofe re- 
Ibiirces whicli ih^ Tiation has a riglf^o cxpciTl from fubjedled provinces 
fb extenlivc and wealthy. 


to the great dcba'ich-i^ of the foldi^iy. They were immediately ordered to be fought after, and 
canied to the New Koit; .ind the txecutiun of this fonitnilhon was left to the black feapoys, who were 
dilpatohed foi tliat piiif j!e. As it was left to th- dilcietion of thofe ianorant people, many inntxciit 
tradcfmeii were intolvcd 1th «. ihcrs who ic.illt did fJl this liqiioi, and all were ptomifeuoufly con- 
dueled to piifon in thi-' want I'l mamci * f m 'vh'eh kimK o! tiolcnces, there is no legtl icdrcfs or 
iacUfafliou to be obriineJ, liowcvei j it.revUi of gedt the injuicd patties may be proved. 


CHAP. 
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f 

CHAP. X. 

I * 

Of the different COVENANTS and LICENCES under which 
JJritish Subjects rcfort to the EAST INDIES for the Pur- 

pofc of RESIDING THERE. 

* • . 

I T is well known, by the charters and a^ts of parliament confirming 
them, which are at prefent in force, afid were originally made with 
a view only of feenring to the Company the exclulive right of trade /<? 
and from the Eafl Indies, that no Britilh fubjects dare now venture even 
to breathe the air of India, without having firIL obtained the permiflion; 
of the Company. 

Britifli ftibjedls reforting to the Eafl Indies for the purpofe of refiding 
there, go out cither in a military or civil capacity : the former, in dif¬ 
ferent nations, from the common Ibldier and cadet to the general of* 
ficer; and the latter, as covciianted-lcrvants, free merchants, or free 
-mariners. 

In the regular courle of the Company's bnfinefs, as eflabliflied after 
the union of the two Companies, it has been ufual, except on fome very 
particular occafions, for the civil fervants to go out as Writers, not 
under, and generally at the agepLftsn^^n years, upon their own pe¬ 
tition, or requeft ; and to rife by/rotatioiVyor feiiiority .ip India, to the 
ftations of Faftors, junior and fcij^rScrvants7t3pirnlel1ors.{^dGovcrn9rs. 
On filch petition being conlldereej^ and granted by the B^rd of Direc¬ 
tors, they tender to the young ca’l.didates a long printed indenture to 
lign, as drawn up by their own lawyers, wherein, among many other 
articles, the youth is made to fign to certain agreements and conditions, 
between the Company and himfelf, as follow. 

** That upon the fpecial requefl. and intreaty of him,* A. B. the Com- 
** pany have received him into their fervice, as their writer (fador, 
“ or otherwife) to ler. e them for the fpacc of years to be 

employed on their bulinefs in any place within their limits, between 
“ the Cape of Good Hope and the Streights of Magellan, and engage 
“ to pay him for the, fame the wages of pounds per annum f. 

And he, A. B*. engages, that until the full expiration of the laid 
** years, he will ferve them honellly and diligently ; obicrve 

<< and fulfill all orders of the Company, or their reprefentatives in India, 

• The wfual term upon the oiiginal indenture for all writers is five years. 

\ yfualiy fifteen pou4ds per annum for a writer. 

4 


“ refining 
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** refilling nil thole who lhall endeavour to break iUcIi orders or vti- 
** llrurtions; will not do, or fiiHei* to be done any thing to theCom- 
“ pany’s * prejudice; give the Dlse^ors the earliell; intelligence of*all 
** deceits, wrongs, abulcs and breaches* of orders, and that he will 
“ keep and conceal the Company’s fecrets Aud hcy A> B. alfo cove- 
“ naat^ and aycer^ -that btfore be leaves theCompanfi fettlements he will 
** faiihfiilly pai t and diJibajge all fuch Jumsat be*may hejujlly indebted 
** to any of the* black mei tbantSy or natives^ or to any other foteigners or 
“ merdiantSy u being the fiibfeds of his Majejly* And upon condition 
** of liis kccpin;> and peribnning liis covenants^ the Company agree, 
** that for the laid term of years, he, the faid A. B. fliall be 

freely permitted to trade and trafilc for his own account only, from 
“ port to port ill India,/ or cllewhere within the limits aforelaid, (but 
VI not to or from any place without the fame) without any interruption 
“ or hindrance from them the faid Company, or their fucceflbrs ; lb as 
“ tiie laid trade be fubjecl to fuch rules and limitations as the Court of 
“ Direclors fhall, from time to time, dii*e(il: or aj^point, and be not to 
“ the hurt of tlie Company, or their commerce. And farther, in cal^ 
he, tlij faid A. B. fhall wafte, or make ufc of the Company’s trea-* 
fiire, bt come indebted to the Company, or in any wile make de- 
fault in performance of his covenants, in luch cafe he fliall not be 
** intitled to any of the advanta^s-intended him, but on the contrary, 
“ it ihall then for the Company, or their Governor and 

“ Council, to icize\nd"ctcfrrin the effects of him, A. B. until fatisfac- 
tion be mad^. And foiafmuch as grievous complaints, as is faid, have 
** been made to tJ>e Company, that fcv^^al of their Governors, Counfellors, 
“ Factors, a id*oiher Sewants have committed very heinous and grievous 
** ojfcnce^ in theii fadoricf, and other places within their faid limits of 
“ trade, by unjujlly 7 nenacing, hnprijbning, ajfaulting, abiftng and evil 
“ treating the nat*ivcj and black merchants, and by means of fuch violences, 
** abufes and injuficj, haoe extol ted and foicedgreat fums of money and 

* It IS fomething rlititikablc, tint this covenanttd obligJtion to hec^ and conceal the Company's fe¬ 
rrets, ib without limit, or the qu.ilifjing cxplanatoiy \\o\A lawjul-, conttaiy, as ue apprehend, to 
genei.il pr.l^^ice in England, wheic the- covenanting fervant binds kjmfeif only to keep his mafter’s 
lawful fecrcts, nor can leg illy bmd himfelf to do mote. But now, vith reg^'d to Eaft India afBtirs, 
we fee all terms and conditions, as well as all practice, muft be abfolute, as thefe kinds of obligatione 
are made: and yet it is poflible foi the India Company to have fccretsj wh'^^h it would be a very 
greit crime for any Biitifli ful^eft to conceal. 

t It is worthy of note thatTOough the Company heicb} make their feryants engage not to quit their i 
fettlements without fiift difehaiging all debts duo fiom them to the natives, yet they now make no 
fcruple of fuddenly fotcing perfons awiy to Euiopc, without troubling ihemfelves about the jufticc 
due to the natives ; becaulc they h ive nothing to fear from the prefent Nabobs, in coofequence of any 
complaints which thole n.uives can make. ... j t,. 

[ P ] “ Other 
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“ ^other valuable effe^s. from fuch injured -perfonsy vjhoy by reafon of the 
great dijiance from this kingdomy* and the wholefome laws thereof, and 
“ by the reafon that the faid Company Jfave not been enabled to hbtain and 
** fender fatisfailion for fuch yijurics, have been remedilefs ; Therefore it 
“ is alfo covenanted,^ between the faid J 5 . and the faid United Com- 
** panyy that in cafe the faid A- J 3 . fall be accufcd of any fuch violences, 
** it fall be lawful for fuel juted pet fans to fend ova complaints and 
** attefations of fuch mifkhieanorsy in writing, to i'hc Cowt of Dirc^ors, 
to whom it fall be lawful to enquire if 9 to the truth of fuch complaints, 
** by all fuch'ways atui means as they fall think juf and equitable, and 
** to judge, determine and award fatisfaflion and reparation for the fame, 
** to be made to the faid Company for the benefit of fuch injured petfons, 
“ by the faid A. B> who agi eej faithfully to pay the ftims fo awardecU 
** And forafinuch as it frequently happens, as is faid, that the Icrvant'* 
“ of the Company, by a combination amongft thcmfeJves, adjuft and 
“ pafs their own accounts with the Company, in order to preclude any' 
** review, alteration, or conteft of the fame, it is, therefore, further 
agreed, that all and. every account of the (aid A. B. with the faid 
Company, fo Bated, adjuBed, balanced, or (igned in the EaB In- 
** dies, (hall at all times be taken and eBeemed to be open accounts,' 
** formed and prepared only (br the in(|)e 61 :ion, correction, or appro- 
‘‘ hation of the Compapy, and Ihall^not in any article bind or conclude 
“ them. And the faid A. B. covenant^ allb, that he will not be con-' 
** cerned, diredtly or indirectly, in any fort'Dfmsirrinerce from Europe 
** to the EaB Indies, or from the’EaB Indies to Europe, on his own 
‘‘ account, pnder penalty of payipg double the value of all goods fo 
** traded for, of forfeiting all benefits and advantaged intended him 
*♦ by and from tlie laid Company, and of ceafing to be their lervant, or 
agent. And, in order to a dilcovery of, ana a 1 :'d ''..^iion for fiich 
“ illicit trade, the (aid A. B» conienib, that it fliall be lawful for the 
Company to file any bill or bills of dilcovciy agUitiB him in the 
** Chancery, or Exchequer, to which he will not demur, or plead in 
** bar of dKcoveiy, nor alledge any matter whaifoever, u'licrtby to pre- 
** vent, or preclude the Company from the relief (ought by fuch bill; 

and in confideo ation of the difeovery, or dilclolurc arifing from a full 
“ and true anfwcr of the faid A. B. the Company agree to be (atisfied 
“ for the damages, on account of the faid illicit trade, upon receiving 
** the film of fifty pounds for every one hundred founds of the goods 
“ fo traded for, in lieu of the befbrefaid double value of the fame. And 


** laBly, it is provided, that if the faid A. B. continue longer than the 
“ faid term of ^rs iix the fcrvicc of the Company, fuch ' 

,1 ** continuance 
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contin^atice fliall be upon ilie^ftfire terms and eoticHddliJ «« are ijie* 
“ cl6ed Sti the faid indenture ; fafetand exeepc, tliat if Uje iiud A;; B* 
** fliall rile to any fliperior ftation, be (hall receive fuch wages as are 
“ uilially paid to officers or fervants in tlie like advanced flatiofts/’ 

To one part of thylb indentures given to*A. B. tlic C^pany’s Secre¬ 
tary fets their common leal; and the other part, leftJ||^ the Company^ 
is executed in form, linger the hand «iid feal of th^ouug tyro, 
alto gives Iccurity in the fiim of five hundred pdunds for die pcfoi'in*- 
. ance of his part of the covenants, and trulls to the honour of the Com* 
pany for the performance of theirs. 

I'hc fume covenants have been iifiially entered into by thole wlio 
\^enc out in any fuperior ftation, varied only with regard to the period 
of fer\’itiide (if there is any dilfcrencctliercin) a larger falary, and giving 
Xccurity * for a larger fum. 

The indentures or covenants into which it has been ufUai for thofis 
to enter who go out under the denomination of Free Merchants, ar^ 
ill fubftance as follows. 

** That A. B. having upon his own Ipecial re:iueft obtained permif^ 
** lion of the Court of Directors of the, laid United Company, to go to 
“ , there to dwell and inhabit, together with free libctty to 

** life and exercife any trade and commerce in the way of a merchant^ 
** or otlicrwife, ii^any commodities whatfoever, to and from any ports 
“ and places in the laid Eall Indies,*or ellewhere, within the limits of 
** tlie Company's cliurter, from the Cape of Good Hope to the Streights 
‘‘ of Magellan, but not to or from any place without the Ciid limits j 
** it is covenanted and agreed between the laid A. B. and die faid 
** Company, tliat* he the laid A. B. as alfo his wife, if he fliall have 

any, together with fuch children and forvants as have the liberty of 
** the faid Coiiyiany for that purpolc, lhall, during the time of their 
“ refpedive abodes in the Eaft Indies, refide and dwell at as 

** inhabitants thereof; and Jhall not remove to^er refide in an-^ other 
** place or part of the Eajl Indies^ fave at akd that be A* B* 

** if he fhall fo long live, fall and vill refide and he Mt ofe or other of the 
** faid places for the tei m of pars, before his return to Great Bri^ 


* The writer gives fecurity for the performaocc of his covenants in the fum of — L. 500 

Faftor — —. —. - — — — — — — — — — — 1000 

Junior Mcrdiant — — acoo 

Senior Merchant — ■— — — — 3000 

Counfellor —- — — —• — — — — — — 4000 

Governor —• — —■ — — — -«» — loooo 

tai% 
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•* taiftf unkfs he Jhall obtain liberty to return fooner, by ivtitif^ from the 
** ’Court of DireBors —and that he \vill not receive any conOgnments 
from Great Britain, except only for diamonds and diamond boart, 
“ or fuch other commodities as fhall be licenlbd by the Company, he 
** A. B. paying to the Company’s Governor one per cent, upon the 
** value of fuch coniignmehts. And alfo, that neither he A. B. nor his 
** wife, childret^Ull^ fervants, by his piyity, Jhall, dircitly^nor indireB^ 
“ ly, write, • or eattfe to be written over to Etfbope, any thing or matter 
** relating to the Company's trade in India or Europe, except to the Court 
** of DireBors; nor be concerned in any trade or merchandize from 
“ Europe to India, or from India to Europe, odier tnan fuch as be 
“ licenled by the faid Company. And allb, that he A .B. will give a 
faithful account of his trade from port to port to the Company’s Go- 
** vernor and Council, at tlie place where he fhall refide, in order for 
** the fame to be entered in a regiftry at the factory. And that he will 
“ pay all fuch duties and cuftoms as fliall be appointed by the Com- 
r'* pany, or their reprelentativcs, at the ports or places where fuch 
“ trade fliall be carried on; and will be ilibjcin: to fuch other regula- 
tions as they fliall think reafonable, for the better government of 
their trade in, to, and from the Eaft Indies. And A. B. fin thcr 
** agrees, that wiKnever the Cmipany, or their Court of DitcBors, Jhall 
apprehend his refidence or trade, within the limits aj'oiej'aid, to he in- 
“ convenient to them, and Jhall thereupon order ljim to remove to Gteat 
** Britain, he the faid A. B. fliall and will, within oip year after notice, 
“ tranfport himfclf, family, and tff’eBs to Great Britain, in the fliips 
employed by the faid Company, and no other ; which effefts fliall be 
“ returned in diamonds, or diamond boart, or ftich other commodities- 
** as fliall from time to time be licenlbd, or allowed by the Company, 
or clfe in bills of exchange drawn on tlie faid Court of Directors’, 
and not otherwife. And the faid Company do covenant, promije, and 
agree to and with the J'aid A. B. that upon his ohfcrvJn 2 , and perform- 
“ ing the covenants and agreements, in the faid indenture exprejfcd, faitl)- 
"fully and truly, hetthc faid A.^B. shall knjoy the Company’s 

“ PROTECTION WITHIN THE LIMITS OF THEIR CHARTER. And 

** the faid A. IJ. further engages, that he will not tra.le, correfpond, 
or deal with any perfon or perlbns who do or fliall trade within thofc 
** limits by or imdn, or by virtue of, any foreign coiiimiffion, licence, 
** or authority itfoever ; nor with any pcrlbn or perlbns with whom 
“ he fliall be Ibrbid to trade ; nor ^^iII bo aiding, abetting, or aflifting 
** towards the carrying on 't any illegal, unliccnfcd, or clandefline 
** trade whatever, nor wkiingly fulfcr any damage or interruption to 

** b;C 
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** be dowe or given to the atfairs or commerce of the faid Company ; 
** but wili do all in his power to piake difcovery of, and to prevent, 
** the fame. And in cafe the faid A. fliall fail in the performance of 
“ thefe covenants, then by the firft opportunity offeriiag, after orders 
“ received for that purpole, he the faid A. B. (hall transport himlelf, 
family, and eflfefts^ to Great Britain, ia manner as above-mentioned. 
And inordpr to a difcovery of, and fatisfaiflion for, any illicit trade, 
it is agreed (in the fame manner as in the writer’s covenant before 
“ fpecified) that it (hall be lawful for the Company to file a bill in the 
** court of Chancery or Exchequer, the Company agreeing, in confe- 
“ qiience of any^ difclofure or difcovery arifing from the laid A. B.’s 
“ anfwer to lUch bill, to be fatished with fifty pounds for every hun-* 
dred pounds value of the goods fo traded for, together with the pro- 
“ duce of llich illicit trade.” Thefe indentures are aUb executed and 
interchanged in the manner and under the condition already deferibed 
in the cafe of writers. 

Free Mariners, who have been confidered as a dais of Ids confe- 
quence, have uHially been permitted to go out upon only giving fccunty 
not to become chargeable to the Company. As the bond iifualiy given 
is but (hort, and will bell explain the nature of their engagements, we 
here fiibjoin it at length; viz. j 

“ Know all men by thefe prcfcnts, that we A. B. C. D. andE. F. 
“ are jointly ami feverally held and firmly bound unto the United Com¬ 
pany of Met^ants of England grading to the Eafl. Indies in the fum 
“ of FIVE hundred pounds of lawful money of Great Britain, to be 
paid unto tlie faid United Company, or their certain attorney, luc- 
cdTors, or alfigns ; to which payment, well and truly to be made, we 
and each of *us jointly and feverally bind and oblige ourfclves, oiir 
“ heirs, execufors, and adminifirators, firmly by thefe prcfcnts. Sealed 
“ with our feals. Dated the day of in the , year of the 

** reign of our Sovereign Lord by the Grace of God, of Great 

“ Britain, France, and Ireland, King, Defender of the Faith, and lb 
** forth; and in the year of our Lord one thoulknd feven hundred 
** and , ^ 

“ Whereas the Court of Direftors of the above-named United Coni- 
** pany of Merchants of England trading to the Eaft Indies have, at 
** the fpecial requeft and defire of C. D. and E. F. granted leave to the 
“ faid A. B. to rclide in the Eafl Indies, under the protection of the 
** faid United Company, he the faid A. B. giving fccurity to indemnity 
** tlic faid United Company, and the Governors and Council of tlicir 

“ fettlements 
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fetticments and factories in the Caft Indies, from diid agsind all‘ 
“ charges and di/burlements whatfb^vel', which the faid United CkHn- 
pahy., or their faid Govcenous 'and Connell, (liall or may Inftain, or 
** be put unto, .for the.fupport or ftiaintenance of tl>e faid A. B. 

** And wi^ereas the above boutukn C. D. and E. J'. at the requeft 
** of the faid A. B, agreed to become bound for, t[ie phrpoles aforc- 
faid, in manner Iicrein after-mentioned. • • ' 

** Now THE CONDITION of thi« oUigRtlbn is fuch, that if the faid 
** A. B. C. D. and E. F.* or either of them, their or either of their heirs, 
executors, or adminirtrators, do and fliall, from time to time, and 
« at all times liereafrer, well and fufficiently defend, ^ve hannlefs, and 
<* keq^ indemnified, die laid United Company of Merchants trading to 
tlic Eaft Indies, and their fucceflbni, and the Governors and Conn- / 
** cils of dieir fevcral fettikmems and faftories in the Eafl Indies, from 
and againfl all charges and difbnrfeincnts whatfoever, which they the 
** faid United Company, or tlieir iucccllbrs, or their faid Governors- 
“ and Councils, or any of them, fliall or may fuffer, luftain, or be any 
“ ways put unto, for the fupport or maintenance of the faid A. B. 

** during liis continuance in the ^aft Indies aforefaid, then this ohliga- 
** tion to be void. But when and fb often as default fliall be made in 
the prenllfes, to be and remaii^in full force and virtue. 

Sealed and delivered (being firft duly Ilamped) 

** in tlic prcfcnce of »** . ■ 

r, 

Until the year 1770, flich have been the covenants and licences un¬ 
der which Britifli fubje^s have reforted to the Eafl Indies, for tlie pur- 
pole of refiding there as merchants or traders. About that time there 
had been many compladnts brought home againfl; the Company, and 
their fervaiits, for injuries fliflained by perlbns in India, ^n confeqiiencc 
of the powei; afTimied by them of feizing, Imprilbning, ^and fending 
their fellow lubjedfs to England by force. To thole oppreffions many 
qf the Diredors themfelves had been acceflary, by the very injudicious 
orders they had f^om time to time fent to their lervants in India, and 
tlicy were thereforl? jnftly apprehenfive that fome evil confequence might 
accrue therefrom \o tiicmfelves. In order, therefore, in fome meafure 
to fcrceii themfelves from the odium and penalties they had rcafon to 
dread, it was determined to apply for the farther famftion of the legifla- 
ture for this unconftitutional power; and upon a motion of the Chair¬ 
man of the Board of Direftors, then a Member of the Houfe, on the 26th 
March 1770, it was ordered in Parliament, That leave be given to 

“ bring 
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** bringHn a bill,** (which was at 5 rft fpccioufly) “ called a bill forcbih- 
pelliiig pcrfons ^fhiilled thc^fe^vice of the Eaft India Company, to 
** deparf from the Eaft Indies; and for better regulating the fer^ants 
of the laid Company; and for other purpofes,” of which notice will 
more paiticularly be taken in our following chapter. * 

The Company not (iicceeding in obtaining the new powers they aimed 
at by the bfll fo introduced, had rccourfe to* the covenants now before us,,' 
which tliey*new-modelled, adding thereto fucli claufes as were' thought 
nccelTary for fupplying the want of thole powers lor which they had in' 
vain applied to parliament. 

Inftead of a licence for an unlimited time upon a liniplc fecurity- 
bond, not to become chargeable to the Company, the Free M. rt- 
NER*s'indentures were alfo drawn out in /orm, whereby he is now li- 
itenfed only for a limited time, which is revocable, and he and his fa¬ 
mily made liable to be fent home by force at the plcadirc of the Com¬ 
pany, as may be leeii more fully in the copy of the faid indenture, in 
t\ic JppendiXt N® XXXIV. page 12 6. 

In the new indentures for the Civil Servants, all the claufos ai?d 
ftipulations of the old ones, which were favourable to the Company, 
lure relerved, and the new and additional claufes are in iubllance as 
follows. ' 

** That in cafe the laid A. B. lhall make default in any of the cove- 
nants fpecihed, or* fliall embezzle any of the Company's money or 
elFcOs, or be^guilty of any breach of truft, or be concerned in buy-- 
“ ing or lellin^ ayiy fire-arms or warlike-ftorcs to the natives, without 
** licence of the Company ; or fliall, without fuch licence, hold corre- 
“ fpondence with any Prince, Nabob, or country power in India, or 
“ any of their minillers; or fliall fupply, lend, or procure for the 
** ule of any foreign Company, or perlbns trading under their autho- 
rity, any money at Refpondentia, or any other lecurity, loan, or 
** engagement, whatlbever, that then, in each and every of the laid 
cafes, it fliall be lawful for the Company or their reprelentatives,. 
upon convktion thereof, to fuipend or wholly cUiin|ls the faid A. B. 
fi'om the Company’s iervice, the laid A. B. having ^rft had notice' 
given him of liich his offence, and a renfonable »ime#a]lowed him to 
** make his defence. And it is farther covenanted and agreed, that in 
“ cafe of luch difmiinon, or in cafe the faid A. B. fliall choofo, during' 
“ the continuance of his indentures, to quit or rclign the Company’s 
“ fervice, and fuch reiignacion lhall be accepted and agreed to by die 
Company or their reprefentatives, that, in either of the faid calcs 01’ 

dilinillioii 
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“ dlfmilTion or rcfignation, it fliall not be lawful for the fald A. B. to 
“ enter into any new commercial Concerns ; but nevcrthelefij he, the 
** faid A. B. fliall in either of the fehi cafes have liberty and jiuthority 
“ to 111! liis merchandize and effefts on hand, and to colleft in his out- 
** (landing debts. And the faid A. B. is allb made to engage, that he 
“ (hall and will, within one year after Inch difmilfion or r/jfign-i»^ion, 
“ tranfport hirafclf and faniify to Great Britain imonc of the ‘Company’s 

fliips: and in call* the faid A. B. (hall make default in'tWs la(l-men- 
“ tioned covenant, the laid A. B. doth alfo thereby confent and agree, 
** that imincdiaicly after liicli deluult, it Jlmll be lawful for the faid 
“ Compajiy^ or their reprefentativesy to caufc the faid A. B. to be appre- 
** bended and detainedy and to put him and bis family ph board any of the 
** Company's fipSy for the put^ofe of being traufported to Great Britain, 
** And further, in cafe of inch apprehending, putting on board and 
“ tranfporting the laid A. B. and his family in manner aforefaid, the 
** faid A. B. doth covenant, promilc and agree to and with the faid 
“ Company, that he, the laid A. B.'his executors or adminiftrators, 
*^ fhall noty nor will fuc -or profccute the faid Company or their Court of 
** Direfiorsy or any of their Prefidents or Councilsy commanders or officers 
** of any fuel) fipy or any otherpperfon employed in any of the tnatters 
** aforefaidy in or by any aeVion, luit, or other profccution civil or cri- 
“ ininal for the fame; and in jn(e any fuch action, fuit, or prolecu- 
“ tion (liall be commenced for any of the matters aforefaid, the faid 
“ A. B. doth covenant and agree, that the general iffue may be pleadedy 
“ and that the prefont indenture or any other fpecial matur niay be given 
“ in evidence by any of the defendants. And it is\further and laftly 
“ provided and agreed, that if the faid A. B. (liall continue in the (aid 
** Company’s Icrvice after the expiration of the faid term of 
“ years, that fuch continuance fliall be upon the fame terms as are in 

the laid indenture before made and agreed upon.” 

The claufes added to the Free Merchant’s new ind9ntures are the 
fame as above, ivith re'peft to the power given the Company to leize 
and tranfport hiip to England, and his agreeing not to profeciite, fave 
and except, tha^in the Free Merchant’s indentures it is (imply ftipu- 
latcd, as beforej. that whenever the Company or their Prefldent and 
Council (hall Ice caule for the Free Merchant to leave India, they (hall 
Tiave the laid power as above, of (ending him and his family to Great 
Britain, after giving him tw’elve months notice. 

Exclulive of the before-mentioned indentures or covenants which the 
Company’s civil fervants engage in, there is another, reftricling the re¬ 
ceipt 
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celpt of prelfcnts in mori'cy, jewcjs, PandS) or otherwilb, in coniplianc'? 
with a reibwdon of a General Court ®f Proprietors, for whicli we beg 
leave to rerar the reader to N* XXXX* in the Appendix, page 128. • 
GentlemAi in the military fervice of the.Company have, til! the pre¬ 
lent new-falhioned indentures were fettled, been ulqd to go out without 
figningjiny^^vejttJWxCs or agreements, as upon arrival in India they be¬ 
come liaKl^'ljo the law martial, agreeably to the aft of the 27th of 
George II. and the articles of war cftablilhed in confequeuce thereof; 
lince when they allb are obliged co enter into covenants. The poor men 
who go out as common foldiers liave not yet been deemed of confe- 
<juence fufiicient to require covenants; for being generally pcrlbns 
iroin whole friends the Company have' little to fear, they are treated 
with lels cei'emony, and even in this metropolis, to the great lliame of 
thc^nation, liavc been, in a moll: infamous manner*, fometimes forced 
to go to India whether they would or not. 

The pew indentures drawn up for the Military Gentlemen in 
the laid fervicc (as may be feen at large in onr Appendix, N® XXXVI. 
page 130) relpeft chiefly the receipt of prelents, and the Company's* 
power of fending them home to Great Britain. In cafe any military 
gentleman fliall be difmifled the fcrvice, lentence of a Court-martial 
or by a rclblutioii of the Governor and Council of the fettlement where 
he ferves, or if he lliall otherwife legally^uit the faid Company’s fer- 
vice, in any or either of the faid cafes, it is agreed to be lawful for the 
Company, upon ten days notice, after the expiration of fix months from 
fuch diliniflion pr. reflgnation, to apprehend, detain, and by force 
tranfport him to Great Britain, for which it fliall not be lawful for fucli 
military gentlemah or his heirs to fue or profecute ; as is agreed in the 
before-meuiioned cafes of the Civil Servants, Free Merchants, and Free 
JMariners. 

It may be remarked, that in the indentures of Writers there arc many 
obligations to whicli they arc properly enough bound, and among 
others the following; “ To relill thole who do ill, to do none themfelves, 

“ and to inform the Direftors of the evil done by others.” Had the 
laft of thefe duties been ferioufly encouraged and attended to for the ge¬ 
neral advantage, by the late and prelent Direftors,' witaout fulfering 
thole party-conneftions which have of late diftrafted ti^e Company’s 
afl^irs, to fupprefs thole afts of their truft which mull have been natu- 

I 

• This alludes to the well-known pradlice, which feems to have been imported from India, of 
keeping lock-up houfes for recruiting the forces of the Company; where their raiferable fellow-fub- 
jeffs were kept clofe confined, without communication with their fiieods, till the Company’s lliips 
were ready, when they were fecretly conveyed on board. 

L 0. ] «Uy_ 
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r^lly dictated by reaibn and confci^nce, it is probable inimcijife fortunes 
might not have been (6 rapidly or frequently made in Indi 4 ; but the 
fituation of the Company’s affair^ kf Alia-would have bee^ far more 
pfol^rous than at prclent,,and neither attachments or ;5erfecutions 
would probably havp been directed to thofe courles which we have Icen 
them follow. 

There is like wife* menticKi made, both in the,o^d‘and nc^w covenants, 
“ That grievous complaints had been made of goverpor?^, connfellors, 
** and other fervants of the Company h&ving been guilty of evil treating 
** and iinjuftly imprilbiiing the natives and black merchants, and by 
“ violence extorting great fums of money from them, who, by reafon, 
** of their being at llich a diftance from this kingjjom and the wholc- 
fome laws thereof, have been left remedilefs, and the Company had 
** not been able to obtain iatisfa£tion for themand on this account 
the Company covenant with their fervants, “ that it (hall be lawful for 
“ fuch injured perfons to fend over their complaints and atteftations to 
the Com t of DireBorsy to whom cV Jhall be lawful to enquire into the 
“ truth of luch complaints, and to judge, determine and award fatiP* 
fa( 5 lioii to the injured, by all fuch ways and means as they Jhall 
“ THINK jujl and equitable,** * 

This claufe may be faid to/contain a diredorial confeflion, that the 
iniquities it mentions have b 4 'n long praftifed in India. Yet, notwith- 
ftanding fuch precautions, the public have certainly caufe to think, 
that the evils therein complained of have, of late years, gone on in- 
crealing a thoufand-fold. The infertion of this claufe fherefore never 
has been, nor probably ever will.be of any avail, either for the pre-- 
vention or detection of thofe abufes, though it may be ungenerous to 
fuppofe it was not formerly intended fo to be; notwithftanding we 
have not of late years heard of any rapacious governors or oppreflbrs 
being lerioufly called to account for fuch ofiences. 

It mud therefore be thought for the honour of tHe Court of Direc¬ 
tors, who have for fo long a time taken this department of juftice into 
their own hands, to fetisfy the nation what encouragements have been 
really given to the oppre^d.and complaining natives of Bengal; more 
efpecially lince* the whole inland trade and the revenues have been 
taken entirely^^untjer the diredlion of them and their chief fervants in 
thofe dominions, which we know have been, and Bill continue in the 
difh'efs. But Ihould fuch information not be given, the public 
will have reafon to conclude, that fuch claufes are as unmeaning as they 
arp unbinding and illegal. 


But 
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■fiiit it ls)a queftion by no means hitproper to afk, hov/ It became be- 
cellary for khe aggrieved people in India to apply tp a (cK-ere^ted coUrt 
of judges ia England, for relief by dedliods vi^luch in their faatiires 
miift be arlatri^yjrwhen there are, or ought to be% courti legally cfla- 
blilhe^-j^n tl^cuil|?pt*tttlly competent for thole and all other good pur- 
pofes ; to'fiifffjuftice^q^’ }vhich the natives, iPthey pteafe,*are to be per¬ 
mitted to app^j-? The Direftors furely have the leaft pretence of any 
tneu to objed to the courts of ')!ndia ; which, if corrupted, it is their 
duty to get reformed ; but which in faft cannot l?e dorrupted, except 
by or with the connivance of theinlelves or their immediate fub- 
Ritutes. , 

It is therefore to be feared, upon a due examination into this matter, 
it jvill be found that the aim of the Diredors, by taking upon them- 
felvcs the power given by the claule under confideration, could be no 
other than to add to that dangerous defpotifmin India which they have 
long ago alFumed; and that, while they have at leaft leemed to dif- 
countenaiicc Ibinc enormities that have appeared notorioiifty uiijufti-*<» 
liable, they iiavc relbluteJy been winking very hard at, if not Icreening 
and encouraging the a(fts of thofe very ^rvants who have been moft 
fufpeded, nay accufed of perfecutions, ^pi-eiTions and grofs breaches 
of truft. S 

The conditions impofed on the Free Merchant, merely in confidera¬ 
tion of his licence, and ** the enjoyment of TifE Company’s pkotec- 
“ TiON IV it hi n> the limits of their chart erf are in many points unrea- 
fonably fevere ; but particularly in hi» being made to bind himfelf to 
continuance for a ipecifted term of years at the place appointed for his 
refidence, however unpromifing of advantage, or even prejutheial it 
may prove to him. ^ There, at all events, according to the covenants, he 
muft remain his time out, unlefs he can obtain a written permiflion for 
quitting it; although he is made to bind himfelf to leave India, with his 
family, on a year’s notice being given him for fb doing, even on no 
better a plea than that his abode there is inconvenient to the Com¬ 
pany. He likewife binds himfelf to deal with no one wi^li whom he is 
forbid to trade; which is a prohibition, that if made ^neral againfl 
any man in India, muft be the nioft barbarous as well as moft effedliial 
0^11 means that could be devifed to ruin him. And it is well known, 
that innocent and worthy men have been deftined to ruin by thole who 
have governed there. 

But the truth is, with regard to Free Merchants, that, from the con¬ 
ditions impoled on them in England, and the great reftraints that have 
been laid on their dealings in India, it is become fiich a privilege and 

• [ Q» 3 ] prote<ftion 
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prt)tedion as are worth no wife and good man’s {bliciting, (as from the 
pj-clent unfortunate condition of inoft of thofe now in India/ and parti¬ 
cularly in Bengali is evident; and will become daily more apparent, 
till the happy cftablidiment of more falutary regiila£ioi*« (ban take place, 
for the fafety of thofe poifellions, and to the hondlli and advantage of 
this kingllom/ * < • ' f ^ 

It is likewife to be obferved, that when the licenfed^eriigrants want 
to remit thejr fortunes to England, ih€y muft inveft their effects in the 
manner only which Che covenants prelcribc, which is by remittances in 
diamonds or diamond boart, or by bills of exchange upon the Com¬ 
pany j both of which are fometimes impoflible, tjie Governor of Cal¬ 
cutta cngrolling the diamonds, and even the Dirc( 5 lors fometimes having 
forbid tlieir Governors and Councils to take money into tlieir treaf’ry 
for bills on them in Europe. 

If therefore the covenants here deferibed be legal, it is evident, that 
every Britifli fubject now emigrating to India is legally expofed to una¬ 
voidable ruin, at the option of the Dire^fors or tlieir fubftitutes, and 
a<n:iially binds himlelf to what is little lefs than downright flavery for, 
conhdering the whole tenor ef thefe covenants, the candidate for Aiia 
does in fa£i: agree with the Company, that whenever it is convenient to 
them, they fliall have the pri. ilege of robbing * or depriving him of his 
property, imprifoning him, taking him from his family, and banifliing 
him from one fide of the globe to the other; to all which he will quietly 
liibmit, and neither he nor his heirs fliall ever profecutc the Company, 
or their agents, foi' any lofs or damages confequent of fiich tranfa^Uons 1 
But however conformable this may be to the prefent *laws of England, 
with refpeft to perfons of age; furely, with regard to the Writers and 
Cadets, at the age of fixteen years, it may be jufily faid, tliat the Di- 
retflors themfelves are guilty of feducing minors, of of impofing upon 
them fuch agreements to laws of their own making as are calculated, at 
a future period, to deprive thofe young perions of all benefit and pro- 
teiflion from the very laws of their country. Think, Britons, who 
complain of tjw rap^icities of India, what can be expeded from thofe 
who are trained up fropi youth to have no confcience of tlieir own ! or 
what muft prjove.the confequences to countries that are without reftric- 
live or protecting laws, and that alike widiout mercy or forbearance 
are governed and plundered! 

* whatever dillindlions fomc men may affeft to make, every honef! man will find it di/yicnlt, as 
to the confeqaenres of the aft, to difttnguilh between the thief who fleals his property from Lira, 
and the ruffian who, in fuch a fitaation, forces him from his property. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.* XI. 

' I -F - 

On ih^ Right of the East, India* COMPANY to seizb| 

their .nELi.ow''SuBjECTS in INDIA, and fend them by force Pi/- 
(bners to ENGLAND ; on their abufes of Power in fo doing, -li'd, 
on the evil elFcd:s thereof. , ’ ) 

T he abiblute prohibitions of Britilh fubjedls from going to India, 
except with licence of the Eaft India Company, now fubfifting, 
and even the arbitrary reftridlions and treatment to which thole are fub- 
jelled who obtain fuch licence, are no lefs contrary to the fpirit and 
nature of the EnglKh conftitution, than they are violations of the na¬ 
tural and Ibcial rights of mankind. 

The exclufive right of trade to and from India, if legally to be given 
to any body of merchants, was all that could be granted with an^o- 
lour of juftice, even on the appearance of its being exercifed to great 
national utility. But that a foverei^ of tliis kingdom can by any char¬ 
ter, however confirmed, transfer a p lwer to one part of his fubje^ls to 
imprifon, banifli and ruin another at* their pleafure, either for conve¬ 
nience or from wanton malice or revenge, muft be as repugnant to the 
juftice and coiifiitution as it is contrary to the interefis of this country^ 
For the right information of the public on luch interefting matters, 
we will here*produce certain cafes thereon, 'which the Eaft India Direc¬ 
tors have at different times, for their own information, laid before 
learned council; with the opinions that were returned them by the Ho¬ 
nourable WilKam Murray, now Lord Mansfield, the Honourable 
Charles Yorke,*late Attorney General, John Browning and Charles Sayer 
Efquires. 


Case (he Firji. ^ ^ 

9 and lo wdiiajn, cap. 4+. '* Reference being had to the of parllamenc 

cited in the margin. The EasI* InBi a Company de- 
tcSgeii.'. advifed. 


Question. ** Whether they have, any, and* 
what power, over the fubje^fs of England in general,, 
or over their own fervants in particular, both or either 

of 



fa6, C O N S I D E R'A^T I O N S | 

of them reficling in» the Eaft Indies? WhetJer the 
Company can ordey Ach peribns to leave I^lia and 
return'to Grewit Britain; and, in cafe o^rcfiifal, 

• can the Company forcibly put fuch m board 

their (hips, and bring them to Eiirdpi, ^ Whe- 

* Ther* the Company can afiy wife, jinJi horn prohibit 
any Englifli fubjeft reliding in India 'fr^n trading 
within the Company’s liTnits without their licence ? 
And in cale any fuch peribns Ihould trade in India 
without liich licence, have the Company any, and 
what remedy to prevent the lame, oj* to punilli them 
for lb doing; and in what manner can they do fo, 
and can they withdraw the licence of trading which 0 
they have already granted to any of their own fer- 
vants or others ? And in cale any fuch perfons Hiould 
trade after fuch licence?,is withdrawn, arc they liable 
to any and what penalty, or can the Company order 
them to Europe ?” 

Answer mr, Murray, ** The Company mny 
Icize any Britifi lubjefts who trade, or arc I’-’* ' 
within the Company’s limits in India, withoiii .iuum- 
rity from the Company ; and bring them f'v» t'' Ein;- 
land to be profeciited. The power the i-o- -r.any Ixa^ 
over their own fervj^nts leems, tome, not fb riuth m 
depend upon the aclls referred to, as upon the chauers 
and b5re-laws of the Company. If the licences are 
granted during the pleafure of the Company, or dur¬ 
ing the perfon’s continuance in their fervicc, I think 
they may be withdrawn, and afterwards the perfon 
will be liable to all the penalties fur trading without a 
licence, and may be leized and brought over; but if 
the licences are for a time certain, or indefinite, and 
uliderllood to be as long as the perlbn licenled has a 
mind^to trade, I do not fee how the Company can 
withdraw them. 

(Signed) WILLIAM MURRAY.'’ 

Jill January 1756. 


Case , 



o N IN Dtl^A AFFAIRS. 

Case tbe Secondi 




* Sept, loth wm. in. ** And we dd by thefe-prefents, for us> out* heirs 

and fucceflbrs, ftriAly charge, command, and pro- 
fubjeas of ns, Our heirs and fucceflbrs,. ^ 
44- ‘ “ of whac degree or quality foevcr t|iey be, that none^^ 

• ^**oof them, dlreaiy oi' indircaiy, vifit, haunt, fr^^ 

*' “ quent, o^r trade, traffic, or adventure into or frcA 

** any the (aid Eaft Indies, or other the parts afore- 
“ faid, contrary to the true meaning of the faid aft, 

** under the penalties therein contained, and upon 
i* pain of incurring our higheft diipleafure, excepting. 
** the faid Company and fuch others as may lavt'fully* 
go and trade to the Eafl: Indies and other the parts. 

“ aforelaid by virtue of the laid aft, or of our royal 
** charter orcharmrs purfuant thereunto, and excepting 
“ their faftort^agents, and lervants rel^ftivcly, who 
** (hall be employed according to die true meaning ofT 
** the faid aft.” 


Bj ,Geo.i.c.*i.fea.n Pcrfons repairing i'o the Eaft Indies contrary to law- 
are puniftiable : and : 

fea.t. The Company may arreft fuch pcrfons and lend: 
riieni to England. 

<. If any of his Majefty’s ftibjefts fliall repair to the- 
Eaft Indies contrary to law, the Attorney General, or* 
(.ompuny may file informations in any of the Courts at 
i'^cftiniiifter againft the oftenders; and 

Every fubjeft who fliall go to the Eaft Indies con- 
,trary to law, fliall be deemed to have traded there. 

« ( 1. c 16 feJl. 6. If any of his Majefty’s fubjefts (other than fuch as- 

are lawfully authorized) fliall go to or be found in tlic 
, Eaft Indies, the perfons lb offending are declared to< 
be guilty of a high crime and mifiJemeanor, and may' 
be profecuted in any of the Courts* at Weftminfter ; 
and, being convifted, fliall be liablc'to fuch corporal, 
puniftiment, imprifonment, or fllie, the Court Ihall- 
think fit. And 

Perlbns fo offending may be leized' and brought to* 
England: and any juftice may commit them to the 
county-gaol, till fecurity be given to appear in fuch> 
Court where a prolecution Ihall be coninieiiced, and 
, 2 not 
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* not to depart the kingdom without leave of fiich 

Court. 

jth j‘<n. ts Geo. II. His Majcfly, upon* the Rirrender of a charted of the 

.r3th Geo. I. granted to the Eaft India. Company cer¬ 
tain courts of juftice, called the Mayor’s Court, at^^hei/(ettiements' 
of Fort St. Georgia, Bopibay, and Fort William at Calcptta^n Bengal, 
ior hearing and determining all civil acflions and •pleasV;arifing within 




kir feveral jurifdidVions. , ^ 

It happens that feveral perfbns, privately and without any licence 
from the Company, have from time to time gone from England to the 
Eaft Indies, and have fixed themfelves at Ibme of the Company’s fcttle- 
ments, and carry on conliderablc trade in the Eaft* Indies for their 
own private advantage. 

This the Company has connived at, and permitted fuch perfbns to - 
remain in the Eaft Indies, fb long as they did not interfere with the 
Company’s trade or affairs. But when they have aBed to the Company*s 
frejudhcy the Company have given dire'^i'ons to the Govcinois at their 
federal fettlements to fend fuch perfons to England. 

The Governors make a difficulty in executing of fuch orders, under 
apprehenfions they may, at their^own return to England, be liable to 
actions for damages at the fuit of’fuch perfbns ; and that, in feme cafes, 
it is not in their power to compljf^with the Company’s orders : and they 
give the following inftances ; viz, 

A perfbn is ordered by the Company to be fent to England. This 
perfbii is a great trader in the Eaft Indies ; is confiderably indebted to 
feveral perfbns at the fcttlement whefe he happens to be refident, and 
has allb con fiderable effefts in the hands of his correfpondenis in dif¬ 
ferent parts of India. 

By fuch perfoii’s being font to England, in confequence of the Com¬ 
pany’s orders, his effefts are embezzled, or Ibid greatly qnder value, his 
creditors in India lofe their debts, and his effefts in the hands of his cor- 
refpondents are in a great meaflirc loft, and the perfon himfelf ruined. 
And yet, if any of thrfe reafbns prevail, all the a<fts of parliament 
made to pwevent Tubjecis going to, or redding in India without the 
Company’s licenc^, are rendered ineffe^ftual. 

Qufstion. Whether, notwithftanding thefe obje<ftions, tlie' 
Company may fafcly order perfbns to be fent to England, who have 
repaired to and rtfided in India without their licence; and will the 
Company’s Governors or Agents in India, by obeying fuch orders, be 
liable to an adtion at the fuit of the perfon fent home, if fuch perfbn 

fhould 
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(hould m:|ke it appear he has thereby fuflalned great dai^age in his 
fortune?^* • 

Answer b'j Mr. Torke. “I am of opinion, that if a perfon hasVe- 
iided for a cJ-pfiderable time in the Company’s (ettleijients, tradtd 
openly, been‘coii^rfaiit with their governors,’officers and agents, 
and amenable to veir courts, fuch perfon will be confidered as having 
had a licence ip mbft*and^, though not in form, by reaibn of the notice 
which the Company mitfl: be prefumed to have of his refidence, and' 
their acquiefcing witliout objeiflioii. That acquiefceiiccVould be fuf- 
ficient to excuie him from the penalties of tlie afts of parliament. It 
feems fcarce advileable to exercife the authority of lending home per- 
fons who have gone*to India without licence, unlels it be recently after 
their arrival.” 

V 

Answer by Mr. Bro-wning. “ Though the Company have an undoubt¬ 
ed right of arrefthig any of his Majelly’s lubjedis who fliall repair to 
India without their licence, I a^^rehend this power ought to be exer- 
cifed recently upon fncli perfon’s arriving in India, or trading theref ji 
and that the Company’s connivance at any fuch perfon’s refiding in 
their fettlcments in India and trading tl ere, for any confiderable time, 
will be conlidered as a tacit or implied li2ence fo to do : and the ieizing 
of any perlon who has been thus permitted to refide and trade in India 
for any confiderable time, by which he mufl: necellarily have contracted 
debts in trade, and have effeCts in the hands of or demands upon other 
traders there, would have the appearance of great hardfliip, and, as I 
appreliend, would fubjeCt the perfoif who (liould Icize him to aCtions, 
and railc no fraall clamour againft the Company.” 

• Case the Thttil, 

“ A perfon is ordered to be font to England who owes money to 
fcvcral perlbns, at the fettlement where he is refident, and perhaps is 
unwilling to return- His creditor, either of his own accord or by con¬ 
trivance with fuch pcrlbn, enters an at'lion in the Mayor’s Court for 
the recovery of his debt, and makes an affidavit, that fuch perfon was 
going to England: upon this an arrell-warrant illjyics fipm the Mayor’s 
Court, and the pcrlbn is appreliended, and ciuicr held to bail or 
committed to priibji jfor want of bail.*^ 

QtiESTiON. “ What power have the Company in fuch rale over the 
peribn lb arrelled and held to bail, or committed to prifon, the Com- 

[ R ] pany’s 
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pfiny's Governor and Council having no power or controm over the 
proceedings of the Mayor’s Cou^it, and what is to be done in fuch 

cafe V* $ ■ 

' < 

Answer l/y Mr . Torkc . Till the fiiit inflitnt^d i^ at an end, I 
think it would not'be prudent for the Compaiiyko i^terpole. If it 
appeared Jto be^fn^Viyoiis and colourable, contrived )t>nly on piirpofe to 
t detain the party in India, 1 am of opinion, tlil^ Couipany might 
^o.havc redrefs in their oiun courtSy upon ;^mlying and nluidng the truth 
^ appear by their proper officer.” 


Answer hy Mr. Bj oiurire,. “The taking a pcrlon under the clrcum- 
flances abo\e-inentionctl out of the hands of a coin t of jufticc would, 
in my opinion, be lUll more improper and unjutliliable.” 


Case the Fourth. 


“ All perfons in the Company’s lb''y’'^e in India arc lent to, and con¬ 
tinue and trade ilicrc by the Company’s licence ami permlllion, and 
'arc under jjarticular covenants with the Company, according to their 
feveral ftations. .• 

Bcfidcs the Company’s covenanted fervants, there arc feveral ])crfons, 
who from time to time apply to and obtain the Company’s ii'a\e and 
permilUon to go and relide in the Eall Indies, for the benefit of tarry¬ 
ing on of trade in thofe parts; and thefe pei lbns are not at all in the 
Company’s fcrvicc, but arc called Free Mercliants. 

Upon this occafion, certain covenants arc entered into between fiitli 
Free Merchant and the Company, containing the place he Ihall rcljtle 
at, and the merchandise he Ihall trade in, or ratlicr what comnioditic'j 
he fliall not trade in : betides a variety of regulation's for Ins comlu^l 
and behaviour. And, among other things, every fuch Free Merchant 
covenants, 

“ That w'hcncvcr the laid United Company, or they* Court of Di- 
re<51ors, (hall apprehend the laid A. 15. his relidence or trade in the laid 
Eall Indies, or ellewhere within the limits afbrelaid, inconvenient to 
them, and Ihall thereupon order him the faid A. B. to remove to 
Grlai' Britain, Iiq the laid A. B. will, within one year after notice, 
tranfport himfclf, fiis family and cfFe<fls to Great BKiTAiN, in tllb 
• lhij)S employed by the Court of Dirertors aforelaid, and no others; 
which effects tliall be returned in diamonds or diumond-boart, or fuch 
other commodities as ihall from time to time be liccnled or allowed by 
the laid Court ot : .'ucelors, and not otherwife.” 
o 


Xt 
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“ It is doubted whether any of tli^ Company’s covcnant-ferrants and 
free merchants, under any of tlie aQs of parlianicnt before Rated, arc 
liable to be apprehended and fent to England by mny orders from Ihe 
Court of Directors, they being all of thcni'liccnlcd and pormitted to go 
to and refide iii th£,,£aft Indies.” 

Question. ** )nbiCTHFR the Company’s'fcrvaiits and free merchants 
can be ordci'’d lo be fent lo^England; and, if they Ihould n-rufe to. 
obey fiich orders. Whether the Company can aiYwife, and how conl^ 
pell them to return; and will fiich perlbnsincur any and what penalties 
.for continuing in India, after notice of fuch orders for their return to 
England ?” 

Answer fiy M/\ Torkc* ** As to the Companj’s fervants and free 

• * m ^ •••« • • • % 


mcrchai^, the;^^*^ clearly not within the words or in^^ntion of the 
ai .1 ; being jfropcrly licenfed. The only remedy againlt them, if 
they diibbcy orders, v.'ill be* Rrtfcww«isiages on breach of their covenants. 

9th November 1757. CHARLES YORKhi.” 


Answer hy Mr- oivning, ** I apprehend the Conipanj’s fervants or 
free merchants who go to India with licence, cannot be forcibly fent 
lo England ; but if they are dllinined from the Company’s Icrvicc, 
(if Icrsants) and forbid to trade in India any longer, they fliall con¬ 
tinue to trade, otlicrwitc than by getting in thtir cffetls, I think they 
will fubjeti thcmfclvcs to the forfeitures inRiclcd on unlawful traders by 
ilte flatute 9th Win. Illd. 

9th November 1757. JOHN BROWNING.” 

, Case il'c Fifth. 

“ The Go\rvnor and Council at Bengal having, in their letters to 
England, CNprcHed dicir doubts with relpcdl: to the powers they have of 
fending to England, perfons nho mifbehave theiijfclvcs,, clpeeially mili¬ 
tary ollicers, nho till very lately ligned no ' ontradf or agreement with 
the Company, the Court of DirciHiors think it higJ%ly c^cntial for the 
jiiferell of the Company to have thefe matters afeertained, and to obtain 
farduT parliamentary powois, if ncccirtry. 

Mr. Savfr therefore will be plcafed to perufe the papers and former 
b})inions of Council herewith laltl before him, and to give his opinion 
touching tlie powers w’hich the Court of Direttors, or the Coinpanj’s 

[ 11 2 ] prrhdencies 
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prefideiicies abroad have over the* feveral orders of people refiding iiT 
the. Eaft Indies, with rcfjieft to tho ordering and fending them home, 
in ca(e of milbehaviour or difininiion from the Company’s fervice, or 
tlicir own voluntary rcfignations, viz. civil fervants, military officers, 
free merchants, ftafaring people and their familiesp^and any other per- 
ions refiding in India, with or without the Compafv’s licence. And 
Mr. Saycr will alfo be pleafed to confidcr the powcrs^if the Company 

^ berc, or their prefidencics abroad, witH refpecH: to theilTtaxing, or al- 
mlfing the inhabitant<f for the neceflary fupport and charges of govern¬ 
ment : and upon the whole, 

QuFsnoN. The Court of Directors defire Mr. Saver’s opinion 
as to what nieafures it will be proper for them to take, and what or¬ 
ders to give, in the fcveial mutters abovementioned, to their Icv^al 
prefidencics 

I 1 ■ 

, Answer. “ I tion’t find in the agreement* entered into between the 
‘Company and their civil fervants, military officers, and feafaring per- 
fons any covenants on tlie part of fuch perlbns, which oblige them to 
leave India and return home, though ordered by the Company fo to 
do (be tlieir continuance ever fo dangerous to the Company’s affairs) ex¬ 
cepting tlieir agreements with the free merchant, who covenants, that 
upon being ordered by the Company to leave India, he will, within a 
year after fuch notice, tianlport himiclf, family and effects to Great 
Britain. Had fuch a covenant bepn entered into by the civil, military, 
or feafaring perfons, and they had refufed to return tb England after 
proper notice had been given them fb to do, I fliould have had but little 
fcruple in advifing the Company to bring them home forcibly, though 
they are not ftri^lly within the delcription of thofe ofi'enders, who may 
lawfully be brought from India by force. But it is‘fo fully within the 
intention of the many ads of parliament for foturingaii exclnfive trade to 
tlie Company, that no Britifii fubjed fhall be in India, without the Com- 
patiy’s conlent, that I thitik, a perlon brought from thence by force, 
who had covenanted to leave India upon notice, and refufed fo to do, 
would, upon ipi a^ion brought for fuch force, recover damages- loo 
tiivi.il fur the Compnn'j to regard. 

• As ilie Comp.uiy’s flipulations with their civil and military fervants 
are ib very deu Clive, application fliould be made to parliamenr for a 
claufe to be inferted in an ad, that all their civil fervants, or military, 
olficers, who have been difiniffed from, or left the Company’s fervice, 
and all thole wliolc agrc*cracnts with the Company for rclidcncc in 

Indi^ 
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India are expired and at an end, and fliall refule to leave India, in efrder 
to return to Great Britain, after three months notice given to liich who 
are military officers and leafaring perfbns, anc] twelve month’s ftotice 
to fuch who are civil fervants, and free*merchants, fliall be liibjetl and 
liable to all the j;ipnalties and forfeitures contained in*thc fcvcral a<fts 
of parliament for fecuring the cxclufivc trade to the Company, againft 
Britifli fubjeiH:';,' ivlid trade, or are fourfd within the’ Company’s limits 
in India, wl'jhout their licence or authority; fuch a claufe, in my oj- 4 - 
nion, mu'! be cafily obtained from parliament^ almofl without debate, as 
tlie penalties liave already been approved of by parliament, and the per- 
Ibns wanted to be included therein being fully within the deicription of 
trading, or being found in India without the Company’s licence. 


^ lathOa. 1^7 CHARLES SAYEIl.” 

Such*w?f^ the oj^ipns of the great lawyers to whom the Eaft In¬ 
dia Company applied, right in queftion : and the learned 

gentleman wlioie opinion is laft, not only feems to encourage his clients 
to tlic pracUce of imprilbning and tranlporting, becaufc the damages 
that would in certain cafes be recovered by the injured, would be too 


trivial to be minded, but alfo feems to have thouglit, that the Company 
would readily obtain any powers for pra<Rifing this fpecies of tyranny, 
by only afking them of parliamehl*. Encouraged therefore by this 


opinion, and alfo infligated by the private motives mentioned in our 
laft chapter, the Court of Diredlors, by their Chairman, then a member 
of the houfe, in March 1770, att?empted in parliament to obtain the 
palling of the bill already mentioned, which under the fpecious title of a 
“ Bill for compelling perlbns difmilled the fervice of the Eaft India Coni- 
“ pany, to depiurt from the Eaft Indies, and for better regulating the 
“ fervants of Jthe faid Company,” was artfully contrived to extend the 


pow'crs of the Company by the formal fanction of the prefent parliament! 
for tliis bill,»iii its original form, did not alone refpecf pcrlbus dilluifled 
the fervice, as would appear from the title, but extended Indlicriiuinately 
to all Britifli fubjetfts, who were tliereby to hjive been matle liable to be 
fent from India to England by force, at the option of the Company, or 
their Governors and Councils ; if fcafariiig of^^ilitiary officers,, upon 


only fix, and if Company’s forvants, or free mti-rchants, upon twelve 
months notice. 


A 
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A public fjjirited gcndcuiaii ^ who, having for many years refided ih 
Bengal, a free merchant and in tlie Company’s military lervicc, was 
w'cll icqiiaiiiled witli the evils conrequent of tlic loo great powers al- 
rcatiy CNcrcifed by the Company, and who migliL hiniillf allb be ma- 
teriallv alicttcd' by the intended bill, prelented a ]^tition to the Ho- 
nourabie Hoiife of Commons, reprefeming tlint fiich|p;ii t of the bill 
in quelliou as refpeeded the'authoii/<ng of the Cdimjli^ny to fend to 
l^ngl.md any of his INlajclly’s ibbjccts frt in.the Ihifdh fettlcmcutb in the 
Kalt Indies without their own coufent, or oii,ci\.iic lln.n hy due couri'c 
of law, was, as lie huinbly conceived, coiuiary to jullice and the fuiida- 
Jiiental princijilcs of the conflitution : and praying to be lieartl at tlie 
bar of the houle, by hiinfelfor his council, againft*fuch i)arL of the 
faid hill. \ 

Counfel was accordingly retained, and prepared to heard hefo.w^:' 
the hoiife, and tlic hdlowing reafons againll ilie ev ^nble v.\ls of 

the bill were printed off, and dilliUnited amor., tlie members of par¬ 
liament, viz. ’ “ ‘ 

,i\l. J 3 ecanle bi- this bill the Company wib be impowered to inflid-, 
npoii Britifli fubjccts, the mofl fevereof all puniflimcnts, except death, 
viz. imprifonment, banifhmcnt, and total deprivation of property, not 
only without any legal procefs, but e\ cn without acciifaiioii of any 
crime; a power which is conceived to be inequitable and opprellive in the 
higheft degree, and fuch as is fcldom exerfifed even under the moil 
abfolute and arbitrary governments in the woikl. 

2dly, Becaule, under colour of this p(iwer, the Governor and Council 
of any lettlcment in India, upon the n'lofl capritlous and caufelels diflike 
taken againft any Britifli fubje<^f there, or on a rivalfiiip in trade with 
any of the members of the Council, may fiiddenly, and irretrievably, 
effect his total ruin, though fiicli perfbii flionkl never Iwvc been con¬ 
cerned in any trade, or otiier matters, that interfered wkh the real in- 
terefts of the Company, in any manner whatever 

3dly. Becaule tliere is not any juft pretence for grantifig any fuch 
injurious or iinconftiiutional power to the Company; they having hy 
laws and inftitutiona alreaely eftabliflicd, and now in force, a fullicient 
remedy againft any encroachments upon tlic privileges of their charted 
to the injury of th^r iirterefts. 

4thly. Bccaufe if it is even pretended, tliat there are any mifdc- 
meanours which tlie Company is not empowered to punifh, by any ftatutc 

♦ The gentlcBoan to whom the public arc iiidtbtcd for tjils commcDdable conduft wai JrchitalJ,- 
Ktit, Lfquirc. 


now 
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now exifting, which may rentier the refidence of any firitiihllshjed^f in 

India dangerous, or prqiididal to their intercft, they hiay eaiily be pre¬ 
vented by the covenants entered Into with the Company, or ipceified 
by the Directors, and provided againft -by tlie wifdom of parliament, 
in a regular, legal, and conllitniional manner, by fome judicial trial on 
the fpot, in orderTo intitle the Company to the exercile of liich powers, 
5thly. Bccaufe Brkifli fubjetH?, goingx)ut and fctfling’in the £a(b 
Indies with die licence of the Company, carry with them the rights 
and privileges not only of men, but of the Britifh conftijtution, which, 
it is apprehendf'd, cannot be llirrcndered to any hoinpany of merchants, 
lb as to render their freedom and property dependent—-not upon ge¬ 
neral principles of jiiflice and equity—not upon tiic known laws of 
their C'Hintry —blit upon the aibiirary and capricious wil^offuch mcr- 
c|uuus or their yrvants. 

Gid'Jv. r>eca^^'' ihc granting Inch powers to the Company would be 
contrary n'l’tOnly general laws and conHitntion of Great Britain, 

but Kcpngnaiu to thole pbri^^^lTn* datutes or ac^bi of parliament now in 
force with i\gi;d to the Company; which leveral adts, rclpetding tl^p 
power of leiHiing pcrfbns to Knglamf, relate only to pcrjbns going out 
to India without the licence of the Company ; and the preambles of the 
laid ads pl'/nly (l.cwing it was the view of the.legillaturc to give en¬ 
couragement for perfons to go out, and refidc and-iettle at tlic Com¬ 
pany’s (everal letilemcnts. 

ythly. Bcc.nile tlie Mayor and Aldermen, or Judges of the King*s 
Court of Record, in which all matters of property are determined, called 
the Mayor’s ('yurt- as v,tU as t!ic jnrifs on all criminal matters at the 
quarterly eoiirf. of llliion of Oyer and Terminer, conlill of free mer- 
cliants, free mariners, and Company's fer\ants ; and if this bill Ihoiikl 
pals into a law, ,al! the members of ib.e faid courts and juries would be 
reduced to lb al^lbliste and Icinile a ticpendancc upon the Company, 
that the will of thoir Covc<‘nor-. aiui (’ouncils alone would inHuence or 
dircrl their de/'ifion, to tlie li tal Ibbverhon of all eijnity and jullice j 
which, it is prefiimed, cannot hr ioteiulcd by the Jegillaturc, 

Stilly. Bccaulb this bill, if palled into a law, .ivoulcloperate as an aft 
ex poji J'aHoy rofjiccling thole wlio liavc alre aly gone to India under the 
former powers which tlie C(/mpai^y poileired ; and-aillb^as to thole who 
have liecoinc Ictilcd inlvabitants <d' t!:c di/fererL ppclidcncics in India, 
and who may hiae launched largely Into trade, aiKl oilier branches of 
lawful and uleful occupations, uiuLr the allliraiice that the general pro- 
teftion o.f Great Britain v'as Iccurcd to them by the King’s courts, without, 
their being .Uabl(? to be lent out of tL ' country upon twelve montlit^ or lix 

monthsL 
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months notice ; notwithftancling they may have numerous fuits, claims, 
or demands, for themfclves or others, againfl the Eaft India Company, 
or agaiiift the very men who are left to be the foie judges when thofe 
arbitrary orders are to be put on eitecution ; which mull ruin credit by 
deftroying all fecurityr 


9thly. Bscaulc this part of the bill is calculated ificrely to favour the 
opprellive and fclfifli monopolies in the trade ctf,the country, which 
have prevailed there of late years, to the great detriment of the true in- 
terefi of the l^afl: India Company as well as of the nation in general ; 
for the promoters of this bill arc defied to flicw any one inftance, where 
the refidence of a free merchant, free mariner, or Company's iervant. 


in the Eall India Company's fettlements, can be of ^he lead detriment 
to the laid Company; on the contrary, the principltK upon which the 
tfifierent charters liave been granted, and the afis oft parliament con¬ 
firming them, invite European inhabitants from a il ^i Xts of the trhbe ; 
and tlus bill would leave foreigners under mo»’-‘^’fav6iA’«l-lC '*circum- 
flances than his Majefty's fubjects, finccifr*-^cfmitted, by act 5 Geo. 1 . 


^ap. 21, tliat fuch perlbns, not lubjc<fis of his Majefly, cannot be re¬ 
moved from tJie fettlements, while they demean themfclves agreeably 


to the laws of die community, which is all that his Majelly'g fubjeds are 


now contending for. 

lothly. Becaufe the motives ujmn which the afi of the 5 th Geo, I. cap. 
21. was pafled, and alfo the motives upon which the act of the ytli of Geo. 
I. cap. 21. was pafled, and upon which motives the prefcjit bill ought to 
be regulated, are artfully fupprefled, and the reader is made to believe 
that thefe laws arc actually cnafted with a view to enable the Company 
to fend Britifli fubje£ts out of India who were only carrying on the 
trade from port to port, or place to place, in that country; whereas 
the legiflature never had any fuch intention, which (as lias been laid 
before) would have been contrary to the firft principles of the eflablifli- 
ments. But the whole view of the legiflature was to prevent Britifli 


fubje^s from trading to and from the Eaft Indies, or ading under 
foreign commiffions, as a recital of part of tlie laid ad will fuBiciently 
fliew and a vi^w of the whole ad will demonflrate. 

iithly. Becaufe the great numbers of his Majefly's fubjeds in the 
Eaft Indies rather merit the attention of the legiflature, to reftrain the 

tyranny 


* ” And it is alfo provided by the fame aft, and by fiibfcqueBt laws, that all the goods, wares, mer¬ 
chandizes, and commodities, to be laden upon any Ihip or Ihips bound from the Eaft Indies, or parts 
within the limits afoiefaid, (hould be brought, without breaking bulk, to fome port of Great Bri¬ 
tain, and there be unladen, and put on land: notwithftanding which juft and reafonable provifions 
and reibriftioQS, fevcral ot liis Majcftv’b fubiefts, not entitled under the iiud aft of paiii^ent, have 

prcfiuned 
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tyrilhnj^ atui bppreifioiM whieb hare been exerciietl of fatef hFtiul fit- 
perior fervanU$ ^ t;fee Eaft India Cninpatiy» in order to crea^ jqpwmo- 
polies, than to allotr thoTe fervanta* any new exteniion of powers |pe- 


pngnant to the conftlmtlon, with a view#to promote thole deftru^ve 
ineafures* whertfby many thonfands of Britilh fubjpdls rottll be expoled 
to ruin, and rendwed fervilely dependent upon the Governor and 


Council. 


• • 


i2thly. Becaufe, by the Charter of Jufticc of the 26 Geo. II.it ia 
there recited, that the condu£i; heretofore puHued had very much encau- 
taged not only our own Jubjeiis, but Ukewiie the fubje^b of other Princes* 

^ and the natives of the adjacent countries, to relbrt to and fettle in the 
feveral towns of Madrals, Calcutta, and Bombay, and other forts and 
factories, for the letter and more convenient carrying on of trade^ by 

to trade iato,^nd vifit the laid Eaft Indies, and other the placesAforefaid, 1 ^ fordga aod 
other goods, and bring th^ Into Europe, and land them in toreign 

parts out of hfsT^efty’s domiriWiT^ . to the great prejudice of tlw trade of this kit^dotn, and the m- 
mtnution of his Majefty’s cuAoms, ana‘i^'i:effjL'iHties. Aii M^hich praflices beii^ eonlider^, his Royal 
Ilighneft George Pi nice of Wales, then guardian of the realm of Great Britain, and bis hf^efty’s Lieu* 
tenant within the^mc, was pleaftd, on the eighteenth day of OAober, which was in the year of oSr* 
Lord one thoufand feien hundred and lixteen, to i/Iue forth a proclamation (amoogft other things) 
flridfly charging and commanding all his Majefty’s fubjeffs not to ferve on board any foreign, or 
other fliips, with foreign commiflions and colouis, bound to or from the Eaft Indies, or any of the 
parts aforefaid; or dire^iy or indireflly to vifit, haunt, frequent, trade, nraftic, or adrentnre into 
or from the faid Eaft Indies, or other the parts before-memloBcd, contrary to law. But notvdtb* 
ftanding the pi ohibitions contained in the fud afls of parliament a|id proclamation, and in defiance of 
the fame, fever'll evil difpofed pcifons have gone on to procure and obtain feveral foreign commlffions 
and pafies, and under colour thereof, or otherwife, have fitted ont and inaoned feveral Engkfti, and 
othet fliips 01 velleU, and have failed with, or fent ont the fame, to trade and traffic in tlm Eaft In¬ 
dies, or other the pai ts aforefiid. Now, to the intent that fuch coUofive, frandulent, aod Illegal 
trade and praflices may be prevented, and that fo eonfiderable and beneficial a branch of trade may 
be fecured to this kingdom, be it enadled and declared, by die King’s moft Excellent Majefty, 
by and with the advice and coufent of the Lords Spiritn^ and Temporal aod Commons /m parlia¬ 
ment afiembled, and by the authority of the fame, that if any of his Majefty’s fobjcdls (hall, front 
and after the twentieth day of February, in tbe year of oar Lord one thooMod feven bundr^ and 
eighteen, fail, go, or repair to, or be in the Eaft Indies, or p^rtt afoe-mentioned, or any of them, 
contrary to the I iws noM^in being, or contrary to the fenor of this aA, every focb perfon or iierfbas fo 
ofiimding (hall be liable to fuch puniibment as by any law orlH^ now in being may be indited for 
inch offence. 

And to the intent ftiat fuch offender and offenders jnay be brought to juftice, it is hereby enafledA 
that it (hall and may he lawful, to and for the United Company of Merchants of England trading to 
the Eaft Indies, and their fnccefibrs, to take, arreft, and lelze, or^canfe to, be taken, arrefted, on 
feized, fuch peifon or perfons, being a fubjeA or fubjeffs bis Majefty, his heirs or foccefibrs, at 
any place oi places, or wheie be or they fhall be found within the liouta or places afbrdald, and 
the perfon or perfons fo taken, arrefted, and fti&ed, to fend and remlPtaSogjlaad, there to anfwer 
for the oflfenee aforefaid accoidiog to due courfe of law. | 

And it is hereby furthet enafted, by the authority aforefaid, that all and every perfon or perfons, 1 
who from apd after the fifth day of February, one thoufand foven hundred and eighteen, fliall pro* 
cure, foiicU for, obtain, or aA under any commiftioD, authority^ or paft from any foreign prince, 
ftate, or potentate whatfoever, to foil, or go, or trade in or to the Eaft fridies, or any the parts afore¬ 
faid, every fuch perfon or perfons fo oft^nding herein foali incur andforfdt for every fuch ofFence thn 
fnm of five hundred pound*," 

■‘I S 2 which 
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Ilyich means £everal of the faid towns, factories, and places were bc- 
poixie very populous, &c. &c. Which fufliciently lliews, that the ac- 
qujring of inhabitants, and carrying on the trade of the country, were 
principal motives for* the different eftablillnnents. And whereas by the 
laid charter, the Aldermen, or Judges of the Mayor’s Court, are to 
** continue in their refpe^iive offices of Aldcrmcft''for and during the 
“ term of tlieid* natural livps, unleis their faid ('places (hall be voided, 
** or thcmfelves removed, in fuch manner as is therein after men- 
** .tioned.” Therefore, if this bill iliouUl pafs into a law, all thole wife 
and judicious inftitutions of our aiiceflors, to collc^l inhabitants,, and 
to maintain the purity of the courts of Jiifticc would be defeated ; and 
thoic courts of juJfticc, when deprived of their independence, could 
only remain the engines of oppreffion.” V 

Every tiling was thus prepared to bring this impy'tant matter to, a 
full diiculUon before the Houfe of Commons, i n tb <a. coiirfe of],-»mich 
many of the enormities committed in India in^'TileqtftVAj-*-sf^Tl^ Com¬ 
pany’s abule of this uiicoiiftitutional liiddenly feizing, impri-^ 

Ipning and tranlporting tJieir fcllow-lubjerts, would naturally have bc- 
' come the objetfl of conllderation to the Houfe ; but the promoters of the 
bill, confeious of the badnefs of their caufc, and dreading the confe- 
qnences of fuch a difeuffion, took the more prudent part of agreeing to 
witlidraw all tlie exceptionable claufes and amend their bill, which, 
after being purged by the committee to whom it was referred, at laft 
produced the a<^ of the loth of his prefciit Majtfty, intituled, “ An 
** for better regulating perfens employed in the fervice of the Eaft India 
** Company, and for other purposes therein mentioned,” in its prefent 
form, wherein there is not one word mentioned about the feizing perfens 
in India, and forcibly fending them to England* However by the ex¬ 
punging of thole parts of the bill wliicli were excepted to, relpecting the 
extenfion required of thofe pernicious powers, a difeuflion was evaded 
which might have led to, die relieving of Britilli fubjedls from the diffi¬ 
culties under whicli they^ow labour from illegal imprifeiiments in In¬ 
dia ; left as they are to fliift for thcnilclvcs in combating laws of ambi¬ 
guous and contraditlory natures agaiiift a powerful and opulent Com¬ 
pany, under this farther difadvantage, that damages, when obtained,, 
will be “ too trivial fur the Company to mind,** and of courfe too trivial 
to prevent any wifnton breach of the laws, or to prove an adequate fa- 
> tisfacUon for iiijuries lb fii/Fercd. * 

Various liavc been the abufej pra^ifed by the Eafl India Company 
and their fubiUcmc', in Bengal, in confequence of this pretended riglit 
of feizing and forcibly fending fubjc<fts out of Indja> by f^^h adls of 

violence 



f 

O N J N D I A A F F A I R S. 

violence and outrage committed in ^he Brltini fettlementai, wlthia the 
clifli'ids of the cbarfer, as ought to«kindle indignation in the heart) of 
every well-wiflier to this country and th^ human* race, and draw o:^ 
thofe who have been guilty of them the utraofl; vengeanoe of the laws- 
As no general dcicrigkUon can convey an id^^a of the cruelty of fuch ati» 
of oppreffion and inhjL^nanlty equal to that^ whiclr muft be •conceived 
from the fimplc recital of fadis, we beg leave to refer the reader to the 
following cafes in the Appendbt, viz. N,** XXX. the Cafes of Benjamin 
Wilding and John Petrie, Eiquircs, page 8i ; N®»XXXI.*tbe Cafes of 
]Mr. Vernon DufiicJd and Mr. Francis Kobertibn, page 97 ; N® XXXII. 
‘the Cafes of Mr. James Kicol and Mr. Thomas Davie, page iii ; and 
N“ XXXIIf. the Ca^ of John Nevill Parker, Elquire, with Sir Fletcher 
Norton’s opinion Micrcon, page 121. In which cafes will be found 
in{?tapjj[ccs of every fpccies of abufc and perverfion of Juflice ; of illegal 
i:npn/d/w» ads of violence and ruinous tranfportatioiis; 

of lawyers, juilices and ‘kittling, or evading the difeharge of 

their rclpedivc duties in the nioft preffing exigencies, and on the mod: 
iinpoitant matters ; fiich as when Britifli fubjeds were beficged, or bar- 
ricadoed up in their own houfes, deprived of light, of food, and even 
obliged to live aniidft their own excrement; cruelties that hitherto flan'd 
perhaps unparalleled in the records of nations, on fuch pretences as 
were urged for them in India; ^nd fuch as, according to the conftitu- 
tional laws and ciiftoms of this country, no oflences or crimes in tbe 
parties, if any fuch hatl been proved, could poflibly have authorized 
being praclifed. 

After perufing the cafes referred to, and having attentively con- 
fidcred the reafons publUlied againfe the before-mentioned bill, brought 
into parliament for a confirmation and cxtenfioii of a power fo very 
dangerous and unConflitutional, the reader will be enabled to form a 
tolerable idea of tht policy and purfuits of the Eaft India Company, and 
thofe who have aefted for them. Many other grievances that have beer^ 
lately fuffered in* India, equally oppreflive with thofe wc have taken no 
tice of, might be inflancecl. They arc however all coniprchended in 
thofe two elicntial points, the lofs of liberty and*the lofs of property; 
and the cafes already adduced will be fufficient to ^onvii\ce every juft 
man, that it can never be.fafe in any community to leave rulers Unre- 
ftraiiied by detenninatc laws, to adt as their own conveniences or in¬ 
clinations may diredt. The wifdoni of the legij^ture has guarded the 
fiibjcd againft this kind of power in every part of the Britifli domi¬ 
nions, except the Eaft Indies. 

[ 82 ] 
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The cffeds in India of fudden tranfportation, with refpeA to the 
deftroying of credit apd all privatd (ecurity, muft appear evident, and 
indeed have been levcrely ^elt by the generality of Britifh fubjeds 
iince thole tyrannies have been pra^led in Bengal; for it is well 
. luiowii, that any young writer in the Company’/Kfervice will now find 
it more difficult to borrow hundred rupees fi'Qm a Black merchant, 
than fix years ago he would have Jive thoufand* 

Wlien persons quit India, it has beeii ufual for them to leave a con- 
fiderable part of theft* property behind them. But while fuch is the 
praftice, or the aflumed power of the Company, or their Governor 
and Council, in whole hands can any man trull his property, where 
every one is in the fame predicament, of being liame to be lent away, 
whenever the doing it may appear convenient eithw to the Company 
or their Governor and Council, who make themfelvk- abfolute ajlilfers 
of the expediency of fuch affs ? Or who will^.'^ eitnfei jMPtflSSfgoods, 
or lliips, of obnoxious or perleciited who muft of necellity lell 

, tJiem in a Ihort time, elpecially when it may eafily, and inoft probably 
will be hinted to them, that if they do lb, they th^mfelves lliall loon 
follow ? But on filch an event, what muft become of the debts due to 
exiles, or of the fuits at law in which they may be engaged, either for 
themlelves or others ? Thefc it muft be luppofecl, or the greater part of 
them, will be inevitably loft; for who would be in a hurry to pay or 
fettle .accounts with fuch devoted people, when their not doing it would 
infiire them favour; and where the very Aldermen of the Mayor’s 
Court, the creatures, nay perhaps the determined tools of a Governor 
and Council, are the only perlbns to compel payment,' efpccially when 
it is known fiich perfons have only a few months to remain in India? 
Many mercantile adventures, in which merchants eftablillted in India 
are often engaged, cannot be concluded within the (pace of two years, 
as is well known to thole who have refided and traded there. Should 
luch traders be lent fuddenly away, who would there be to liquidate 
matters properly on the returns of veflels ? In aity or 3*11 of thele cafes, 
the Governor bimlelfj or he and fome of his chief counfellors, might 
become the purolialers of all the hoiifes, Ihips, goods, or merchandize 
in the fettlcmcnt*; which would be no finall Jlroke in trade, and of a 
piece with many kxch firokes have been often known to be Jlrtick suc¬ 
cessfully under arbitrary or defpotic gqyernments. 

We know the aflumed powers given by royal patents have been often 
•pronounced illegal, and of courlc invalid, by the courts in Weftminfler 
Hall j fo likewife the cxclufive right of tradie, from the Cape of Good 

Hope 
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Ho’pe eaffward to the Streights of Magellan, as granted by King M^lltain 
to the India Company, and apprpvcd by parliament, was allnoft im¬ 
mediately fet at nought by a lelf-ere^led, unchartcred'company df.ad- 
venturers, who traded dire^lly to Indi^, in defiance of the king, mi- 
niftry and parlii^ment, after an hundred and •feven tlioufand pounds 
had- been expendeoVo obtain and fecure, as wa| imagined, that exclu- 
five privilege. Niy, that very governnfent-defying company, for the 
fake of a public loan, obiaioed, foine years afterwards, an a£j: of par- 
lianient to authorize the fame King William to grant th%m alfo a charter 
for trading to the*Eaft Indies; which was accordingly done, though the 
former cxclufive cliarter continued apparently in force, for the pof- 
Icflbrs of it we^ ftill profecuting their trade. The two companies 
were afterwardyunited, by an adi of the 6th of Qiieen Anne; when 
had joiiity the excliilive right of tradO given them, as ulual, Brom 
o f eaftward to the Streights of Magellan. 

It is true, that in w*-^Jixth year of the reign of Queen Anne, govern¬ 
ment had been cxprcfly cm]pf6wered by parliament to grant a ne.w char¬ 
ter to tlie two Eaft India Companies, with an exclulive right of ^ade 
to the extreme * extent already mentioned, in confideration of a lonjii 
which they were to fupply. But all the Eafl India Company's claims 
of exclulive right of trade to the moll fouthern parts of America, as 
well as to many other countries within their abfurd boundaries, to which 
they never yel have traded, nor probably ever will, were effedlually 
invalidated on the eftablifliineiu of the South Sea Company, three years 


* Dy the tra£t# or line tnaiketl for exclufivc Commerce granted to the Eaft India Company, froii» 
the Cape of Good Hope eaftvvards to the Streights of Magellan, the countries included muft natu¬ 
rally have been fuppofed to be, the Coaft of Aliica, beyond the Cape ; thofe of the Red Sca^ the 
Gulph of Ptfi fia ; all India, China, Japan, and round by the South Seas to thofe Streights: or, in 
other woids, that tbe Cape of Good Ilope and the Streights of Magellan were to be the two mari¬ 
time doors to India, which no Knglifh trading Ihips wete ever to paft but tliofe of the Coinpany,r 
under the penalties of feizurc of perfons, cooliication, and other fevere damages. 

But in the ninth year of the ume teign (1710) the miniilry Having near ten millions of increaled 
national debts, \s faith they fouinl thcmfclvcs ncctffitatcd to fund, as an expedient for that purpofe/ 
they obtained power fiom the parliament to cftablifli the South Sea Company ; with an exclufivc 
right of trade from the river Oronoko, lound Tterra del Fttego, or the l.»nd of Cape Horn, through 
the Soutli Seas, to the novthernmoft pans of Ameiica. They it ye howeiicr prohibited from trading 
to Brazil and So I inam, the fotmer belonged to the Portugueze and the latter to the Dutch, 

who being then rtfpe^fively the good allies of this n.^rion, tiadewiih thdr Amciican colonieswas 
, left open to all Biitifli fubjefls. But the Spanilli ports, or any othftS|WithiTl thofe extenfive bounda¬ 
ries, were only to be traded to by the South Sea Company, lEnglaod was at war with tbe 

Sovereign then on the Spanifh throne: alihc^ugli the Company could not at that time caciy on -ay 
trade with thofe counii^iesv 

Such were the baits ufed for catching gudgeons; who accordingly fnbfcribcd hiked-uf>-dchts tov/atd* 
a TrtuWng-flcck, for profecuting commerce wiiere it could not be carried on ; and which even with 
the aid of the /Jpento CwtniSl, after peace became eflabliftied, was never farther putfued th m to iWvIl 
that Stuck ioio a Bubble, which tea years afterwards burft luto widely-fpieadjng ruina- 

aficrwards; 
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afi:<srwards: as by the cxclulive rights of trade given to the latter, the 
Eaft India Company was precluded ^he navigation of the South Scirs; 
dieptrdcriptivc line of, their exclufive right being then turned the other 
Way from the Cape of Good Hope, through flas without land. Nor 
indeed could the Ealb India Company’s fliips go ^ber way from that 
Promontory,to thoie Streights without breaking ibt boundary-lines for 
exclufive navigation granted to the new-credted Corhpany, 

Moft, if not all the Charters which had, been granted before that of 
the loth of King VMlliani, were to Companies of Merchants irading 
inio India. That oj’iljt* .Second Company, then cfiabliihcd by that Mo- 
■narcli, was a fhameliil grant, bccanfe his Firfi: Company was then exit¬ 
ing with a fble cvelufi’ e right, as far as he cotild grailt it ; and on the 
pica of a loan, ibr which he granted the Second, he ns well lune 

granted twenty more : for had his firfi cxehifive charttX been con/U^ 
tional, the laws mull have given it a permanent ^ 

fecond charter was granted to a Company ofJVT;ygifants trading to India, 
by way of evafivc dillindlion. But in thc'*cliaricr of the bth of (liieeii 
Apife, Ibr uniting the two Companies, they were feparatcly iiK urioned, 
as the Me) chants of Lo'idin ti adin^ into the Eajl T/;dics, an<I the Euglifh 
Cuwpflwj trading to the Eajl Indict; with exprefs refervation of the 
fovereign rights and power over all forts, places, plantations, and fet- 
tlenicnts, in which the laws of England were to prevail; and with a 
regulated coinage. By this charter was given to tills United Company 
the exclufive right to trade to and jiom the Fait Indies; and when tl^cir 
exclufive right was further prolonged, they were thenceforward called 
The United Company of Merchants oj' England trading to t^'c Eajl Indict, hut 
without the word in : and therefore internal trade could not fairly be 
implied for India, any more than for England. It was not till the reign of 
George the Firfl: that fuch an cxtenlion of exclufive right*was cxprellccl; 
when other fubjecls were, by acFs of parliament, exprefly prohibited 
trade, traffic and adventure in, to and fom iJk Kajl Indies, Perhaps 
the Company firft obtained the infertion of a comma that'formed two 
words out of one, by artifice, and fo made the grant in the old idiom, 
of into and from, Jbettcr, lerve their piirpofe by the new rtaeliug then ^ 
firft given them, of in, to and from ; for the inferences natu.'al to be 
drawn from a Brkifli gfant of exclufive right to trade in India, are too , 
abfurd to admit even fa fuppofition that the legiflacurc really meant it 
fdr all the interior parts of India; or evxn for all trade within the im¬ 
mediate jurifclicHon of the Company’s own fetllements. 

While the Eall India Company continued entirely commercial, and 
bad but a few acres of land ailigncd them, on which they weri^ permit- 

4 ted 
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ted to cAabllfli factories, only for the convenient carryit^ .on of iheif 
Import and export tradc^ which \v«3 all that, as merchants, they could 
have’occalion ior, the Indian Prirites keeping to themielves the rcg;Ur 
kting and managing of government arwd all internal traffic ; in^iuch 
fituation of things, bad an EngMunan gone oyt in a foreign (hip, to 
a foreign fcttlenictsiJn India, and from thence pafled into the inland 
territories of any l^Vicc of the country, there td can«y on* trade which 
did not interfere in any fljape with the dealings of the Company, or 
thole of any of their Eiiropetin rivals ; never intruding on the Con\- 
pany’s lands or fettlemeiits, and without ever cfoiiig them any kind of 
injury whatlbcvcr ; but proceeding innocently and honcflly in the ac- 
qiiilitioii of a fortune, on the view of returning with it to bis native 
couutiy, it is lub^iittcd to the ojjinion of every able and upright lawyer, 
V»'hetlicr luch a ;nan was really tranlgrelfing the laws of his country? 

any agewLs of the Company Ihould find means to get him into 
tlieirl'iaud.’, Wlicihcr they would have a conAitiiiional right to harrafs, 
confine, and Ibreibly fend him a prilbncr to England ? Or w'hether by 
fo doing they lujght not to be made anfwerabJc, by jnftice in £ngl;ind, 
alike for all injuries in fortune as well as pcrfonal liiirerings that were 
fo occalioncd by them ? 

The Comijany and their forvauts in India, however, pretend they 
have a riglit lb to acl. It was on this fuppolition at IcaA, that they 
feized on the joerfons of Mr. James Nicol and Mr. Thomas Davie iu the 
dominions of Sujah al Dowlali; though on the fame principle they migl^C 
as well purfuc, as lawful prey, any Britilli Ihbjecl: who was only tra¬ 
velling for the fake of curiolity, pr of fcicnee, even from the bottom- 
of the Bay ofHengal to the borders of Ruflia, if they could extend their 
pernicious inlliiencc lb far; linec their limits are not bounded by any 
line northward. Ncverthelefs, every man mull have the natural right 
of going \vhcrc*lie plcaics, to dil'pole of his own lawful property, and 
to extend his tirade wherever be can gain admittance, efpecially as by 
the EngUll) laws, particularly the Scatiitc of the 19th of Henry the VIJth, 
Englini Merclianls in any nation in amity arc acknowledged to be lub- 
jert to tlic laws of that country where they rcficle, ^and cor.lequcntly 
ought to be under the protccllon of the law's oF llich countries, in tlm 
fame manner as the lubjccls of any other coiuvry, \yheu rclident iii 
Great Britain, mull be fubjcCl to and arc proil*<Slcd by the BritillL 
lau s. 


It may be allcdgcdi on the part of ilic Company, that no Free Mer¬ 
chant, Free Mariner, or Coin|!dn>’.s Servant can trade in India, but 
‘in confequence of a licence cbtulacJ from them for a certain time: 

aiido 
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aiicf that alicencd accepted for a limited time, implies a power ii? the 
gratiicr to rffufe a renewal of it for any farther time, under which 
known conditions every one goes out to fettle there; and therefore, 
after having folicited and accepted the grant as a benefit, no per- 
fon can have reafon ta complain, at the expiration of the time limited, 
if a fecond fliould be refufed him* l " 

To which it irfay be anfwored, not dilputing here what the conflitu- 
tional rights of Engliflimen formerly were^ or now arc, within or witli- 
out the immediate fettlemcnts of the Company, that there is always fup 
poled to be a mutual convenience, or advantage in all fuch engage¬ 
ments, and that honour fiiould ever regulate either party in their con- 
dudf. Witii relpedf to Free Mariners, or Free Merchants, that mutual 
convenience mull be llippoled to laft lb long as new Ircences continue to 
be granted: and therefore, if the polTellbr of an expired one has not 
done any injury to the Company, or been guilty of any crime, to 
fulFer his continuance in a llation that had been liazardous and ex pen- 
five for him to get into, is a moft unjiift, arbitrary and wicked exer- 
Cilb of power. Should it be llud, that the Free Merchant’s indentures 
flipiilate, that he lhall leave India whenever his Hay there lhall become 
inconvenient to the Company, it may be anfwered, that tlie fame in¬ 
denture, more in the fpiritof the conllitution, and agreeably lo the true 
interefts of the Company, oblige him to remain in India for the fpacc 
of. five years ; which does not at all imply that his time is out then, if 
he Ihould choofe to remain longer, and demean himlclf witli obedience 
to all lawful orders and regulations preferibed by the Company. 'I'hat 
claule in the contract whei'eby th« Company make him bargain with 
them, that they lliall have power to feize him and fend fiim by force a 
prifoner to England upon twelve months notice, whenever they deem 
his ftay inconvenient only, is in its nature abfurd and ridiculous, as 
well as illegal; for it makes him bargain to give away his natural 
rights, wliich it is conceived a man can no more do' by law, than he 
can bargain away his life. , 

But there is a direct iinconflitutiooal ule to be made of fuch power, 
which is, as we .have feen, that of employing it to punifli men for do¬ 
ing their duty even in courts of juHice. They may difobligc men in 
power by refuiing to be pliant judges, if in the Mayor’s Court; or 
pliant jurors, if iiiipannelled as jurymen at the lefilons; and may be 
' therefore puniftied with ruin, in revenge for their honeft difeharge of 
the firft focial duty: which motives, as well as many others that might 
be inflanced, though they are fiich as only wicked men could be in¬ 
fluenced to avail themfelves of, yet tjie power Is iiicb as ought not to 
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be entrufted even with the moft juft. Nor can it be other than impo* 
litic in, and injurious to the very pompany, if they kne^v their own 
true interefts, for their fervants in India to be vcftfd with ftich powers: 
for the natives of Bengal, who fee thatf no ftich violences are ever 
committed in the French or Dutch fettlements there, mufi naturally en¬ 
tertain unfavourable fjn^tions of the Englifti government, at feaft on this 
point; and another natural confequence is,* the forcing of Britifli ftib- 
jc£ts, for the pfobable fecurityjof at leaft feme part of their fortunes, to 
feek that protection among foreigners which the^ find they cannot eq- 
joy in the Britifli fettlements. 

• Inftead, therefore, of dilcouraging Britifli fubjeCts from going to 
Britifli fettlements,?or driving away liich as are already fettled there, 
the Company fliould, by all means in their power, encourage and pro- 
teCt^hem in llich refidence, as they would thereby accommodate a greater 
numl)^/ of his Majefty’s ftibjeCts, to the augmentation of trade, parti¬ 
cularly in the fales of Britifli commodities j and with the confequent 
increafe of population, an increafe of revenues muft neceflarily follow. 
But above all, a greater number of Britifli inhabitants in the fettlements 
of the Company would give them, without expence, a ftrength and 
ftability which they can never otherwife poflefs. 

The gallant behaviour of the inhabitants, free merchants and free 
mariners, when Calcutta was loft in 1756, and retaken in 1757, may 
be mentioned as a proof of what we advance. But ftill a ftronger in- 
ftance of the fame kind was given in the year 1759, againft the Dutch; 
when, had it not been for the fpiritetl and aClivc behaviour of the inha¬ 
bitants, the Company’s military force'would not have been able to cope 
with their enemies. Jlgain, upon the rupture with Coflim Ally Kliawn, 
in the year 1763, the European inhabitants of Calcutta w'ere formed 
into four companies of militia, and properly difeiplined for the defence 
of the fettlement,* while all the regular troops were fent to a diftance 
againft the enemy; however, after the happy defeat of tliat Nabob at 
Gareea, there was no farther occafion for the fervice of the militia. But 
upon all thefe occafions the very exiftence of the Company was wholly 
at flake, though in the end, fortune favoured them irith the rich ac- 
quifitions which they now poflefs in Bengal. 

.If, therefore, there be any power which, in the* prefent iituation of 
their affairs, is really nccclfary to the Company, it is the power of ef- , 
fedlually coiitrouling, or punifliing their fervants in India, for dilo- 
bcdicnce of orders, breaches of tni/l, or other adts of milbehavioiir, 
and not this power of feizing and trnnfporting their fellow-1 ubjeels at 
will. On the contrary, the free and tl.ll exertion of the Englilh laws 

[ T ] in 
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in tSieir fettlements, and the power of the fubjedb effe^ually to apply 
to thoie laws, when injured, would be the beft, nay perhaps is the 
only* poflible check the Company can ever have againft fuch milbehav¬ 
ing lervants. ' 

Banifliinent,' or tranfportation, is certainJy the next degree of 
punifliment to that of death; but it is more than doubly increafed 
when made likfcwife* the caufe of deprivation' of fortune, which, 
as we have (hewn, on the prefent fyftem of the Company’s affairs, 
mnft ever be, the confequence of the* fudden removal of a mer¬ 
chant from Bengal to Europe: and it is inconceivable how the Bri- 
tifli legiflature could ever have given even the appearance of their 
fandion to fo illegal an exertion of power as that i^y which the Com¬ 
pany’s lervants now tyrannize. When one law is made that is incom¬ 
patible with the generd principles of the conftitution, a thoufand ab- 
furdities muft be conlequent thereof. Thus, in the inftance noM^e- 
fore us, among many other abfurdities, we fee the deputies of the 
deputies of a company of merchants exerciling in the Britifli fettlements 
in Bengal a power of withdrawing proted^ion, and of infliding, at will, 
the heavieft punilhments on Britilh lubjeds j fuch as, in this happy 
country, neither the Sovereign, the Lords, nor the Commons, can fe- 
paratcly do, or inflid ; nor legally any power but that of the whole 
legiflature, by an exprefs ad for every particular purpofe, after a legal 
trial and convidion of the party for crimes deferving of fuch puniflx- 
ment. We fee even foreigners left to enjoy, in a Britilh fettlement, 
the privileges of fecurity in their perfons and property, from which 
Engliflimen are formally excluded :• and admitting that an Englilhman 
had been guilty of a crime againft this Company which could, from the 
laws in their favour, warrant a criminal profecution; in luch cafe, con¬ 
trary to one of the fundamental principles of the Englilli conftitution, 
he is removed from the country in which the offence js fuppofed to be 
committed, even to the oppolite lide of the globe, notwithftanding 
there are courts eftablilhed in India which lliould be competent for the 
trial of all offences^ exjept high treafon. To crown all, if the party 
thus banilhed, oi» tra.ilported to England, be innocently fo opprelled, 
he is by fuch proceedings firft ruined, or at belt rendered incapable of 
profetuting with effed, and then the law, as it now Hands, refers him 
^to the Court of King’s Bench for jullice againft his oppreflbrs. 

After all, the Company cannot with truth alledgc, that fuch a power 
is neceftary, or in any lliape eflential to tlicir excluftve right of trade 
to and from India: nor can they adduce one Iblid argument in fupporc 

of 
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of (uch a neceflity on any other pretence whatever. They are de(potic 
Sovereigns of the whole country,* and in fad Lords paramount gVer 
the Englilh laws and courts of juftice. ,No inhabitant of their fettle- 
• ments can commit any crime to endanger die iecurity of'the Companfy, 
blit what muft equally endanger the fafety of every individual member 
of the community, they being infcparably jconneded together. What 
reafon then can be alledged for the neceflity of this tyrannic power of 
banifliing, or iranfportlng peribns unaatifedjudicially, unconfronted, and 
unheard ? unlefs it be a tacit acknowledgment, dmt the Company, with¬ 
out it, are incapable of governing the dominions of which, as we have 
*feen, they confels themfelves Sovereigns? And in ftich cafe, what 
ftronger proof could be given of the neceflity of the nioft ipeedy and 
effedual interference of the Britifh legiflatnre to deftroy this joint mo- 
nopeV of power, juftice and trade, which it can never be wife, lafe, 
or jiifl to fiiflcr being ingrofled by any fet of men whatever. 

Upon the whole, every man will acknowledge, that there ought to be 
an efficient civil power in the Britifli fettlements in India, to prevent 
or remove injuries and abufes, to prelerve order and difcipline; to 
punifli every kind of offence, and duly to fupport the authority of go¬ 
vernment : all which, it is humbly conceived, might be eafily and con- 
fiftently effefted, without prejudice to private property, and without 
infringements on public liberty. But arbitrary feizures of men; fecret 
inquifitorial interrogations, under guards, of either offenders or wit- 
nefles; fcqueftcred imprifonments by military force, and hidden and 
forcible tranfportations, or banifiimeyits of men without trial, or legal 
conviction of aiiy crime, from their families, fiations, fortunes, or pro- 
Ipcds, and fometimes with the facrificc of all, arc powers too deteftable 
in their natures to be fuffered any where to exifl, and much lefs by any 
authority pretended to be derived from the Britifh government. 

In England, ami other parts of the Britifli dominions, while fb great 
a ftir has been made about the liberty of the llibjc< 5 l and the Iecurity of 
private property, it is amazing that fb little attention has been paid to 
the fitnation of Britifli fiibjcds in Bengal, groaning, as/hey have been, 
under the intolerable oppreffion of this enormous and unconftitutional 
power. In the mean time, it is principally to this exorbitant power, 
the exercile of which lias been greatly encouraged by the DircfVors in 
almofl every general letter to Bengal ^, that we muft attribute the im- 

* In thiii geneial letters fmcc the ycai 1764, thcDiicflors have been nftd very iujofticioufly to,iu* 
thorue thui Govtinoi and Cunucil at Bengal, at then uwn difcitlion, to\\ithdraw thcii pn)t(.(llu)n 
from, 01 kize and fend to Lnglind an) peilon m pcikjns who mip^ht be pialty ot tht Iniilkri ton- 
travention ot their orders An authority that rault be highly daugeroub, becaufe tntour.^m^ and 
even tempting to the abuic of it. 
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menfe fortunes which have been of late fo rapidly fqueezed from the 
natives in thofe parts; and which ^ill continue to bring thole provinces 
nearer and nearer to deftruftion, if eife^lual meafures be not Ipeedily 
taken to prevent fuch violences; to enable the injured more cahly to 
obtain relief, and to‘infli<Jl exemplary puniflinicnts on fuch opprellbrs. 
If this be not fpeedijy done, neither the Company nor the nation can 
have a right knowledge of* their true interefts in* Indian matters, and 
poftcrity will juftly remark of this period of the eighteenth eentury, 
that it was tlien fup^ofed the law of the land, for Bi'itons in India to 
be imprifonedf banift^edf and tranfported by the Englijh Rajl India Com¬ 
pany, unaccufed, and unheard in their defence* 


CHAP. XII. 

Qf the REVENUES of BENGAL and its Dependencies; and of 

THE METHODS OF COLLECTING THEM» 

T he revenues of Bengal and its dependencies arife from the rents 
paid for lands, either according to their meafurement or accord¬ 
ing to the produce of them, at certain eftabliflied rates, which vary in 
different parts even of the fame province, according to its different de¬ 
grees of fertility. While the empire remained unlliaken, the general 
eftabliflied rate of eftiination at Dehly, for cultivated ground in Bengal, 
was diree ficca rupees, orfeven ftiillings and fix perhega of 16,003 

fcpiarc feet, one with another, or about twenty fliillings per acre. But 
this was not the rate of collefting the rents in thole provinces, where 
few lands paid according to mealurement at fo much per bega; but ge¬ 
nerally a proportion of the crop eftimated on the ground, and valued at 
the then market price of fuch produce. Thu» ground producing rice, 
pcafe, wheat, barley and other grain generally pays* one half of the 
crop, in which mode Ibme products make tlic bega very valuable, as the 
lands in Bengal, froln the extraordinary fertility of the foil, in moft 
places produce two, and in fomc even three crops of grain in the year. 
Ophiuni and Vugar-cane, which yield only one crop in the year, and 
arc only produced in particular diftritfts, yield to the land-holder at the 
rate of from fevrn to as higii as fifteen rupees per bega: but the moft 
valuable product of all is the flirub which bears the leaf called by the 
nati'', es Pad ;, and by the Englifli Beetle-leaf; which, notwithftandiug 
the vegetative advantage, of the foil and climate, recpiires fomc nicety 
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in cultivation, and pays the land-holder as high as thirty-two rupees 
fer hega, * ' 

The whole of what was collefted, was the property ofthe Emperor, 
by whom the whole country (excepting* fuch parts as were ailigned on 
temporary grants to the crown penfioners, called Jague'erdirs, and the 
charity-lands, allotted to religious purpofes, by the denomination of 
Bhurmuttro, and a*variety of other hard names, undet the*general title 
of Bazy Zemeen, which wou^d require whole pages to explain) was al¬ 
lotted for the purpofe of governing, and collerting the revenues thereof, 
to fuch perfons as he pleafed, either as fuperint^ndants, farmers of the 
revenues, or governors, under the different ranks of llajahs, Subahddrs, 
Nazims, Nabobs, Zemindars, See. who, whatever they might collc^l, were 
feldom molefted by any officers from the King^s Dew^n, or Receiver Ge¬ 
neral of the revenues, fo long as tl\ey regularly accounted for the fums at 
wliicli their provinces were refpet^ivcly rated in the King’s books, and 
fatisfaclorily gratified the Dew'^n and other great officers of the court. 

The Rajahs are Princes defeended fi'om the ancient Geiitoo Kings; 
many of whom by the indulgence of the Moguls, who always hachthe 
jufticc or policy to fliew particular attention to this race, have had their 
r.ijahflups hereditarily continued in their families : though thcMocu ls of 
later years have affumed the power of creating even Gfntoo Rajahs, 
as well as English Omrahs. Several lUjahs of the ancient races, 
however, ftill hold rSjahflfips among thofe lands whicli arc now poflefled 
by the Englifh Company. The other renters, called Zemindars, and 
the Governors of provinces called by the different names of Siibahddrs,. 
Nazims, or Nabobs, (now moftly Mahomedans) that hold lands, are tem¬ 
porary farmers, who ufually hold them from year to year, though fome- 
i-imes for a term of years. Thefe Rajahs, Nabobs and Zemindars, for 
fuch lands as they held, were taxed upon a general reprefentation of 
their produce, ad libitum^ by the Sovereign ; who likcwile could, when 
he pleafed, refume the whole of the colltilions, as far as could come 
to lih knowledge; paving or allowing the great land-holders, or fu- 
pcrintendaiits therefrom, fuch fums as he tlioiight proper for their fub- 
fiflence, and for the charges of the collcdion^ and of their rclpcdive 
governments. 

There are another fet of Iclfcr renters under the government, called' 
Chdwdrys, Talookdars and Etmaumdars, who arc accountable for their 
rents to the before-mentioned great land-lioldcrs ; and both the greater 
and lefler renters have ufually farmed out their lands again, for a net 
funi, to men of property on tlie fpot, as under-farmers, Tlicle lafl 
are they who fet die lands to the or poor tenants and manufac¬ 

turers. 
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turers ; though the great renters do, frequently keep the lands in their 
own JiancJs, and collect immediately from the Ryots, at their own 
charge, hy their own -officers ^at the Cutcherries, or ofliccs lb called^ 
efiaDlilhed for Uiat purpofe in every diftri^ where they are found moft 
convenient, and where^ in cafts of backwardneis in payment, the Ryots 
are ievercly chaflized.. 

The Ryot holds his lands by a kind of leafe called a Pot tab, Ipecify- 
ing the fort, quantity and rate of his land, the rent of which is to be 
paid at flatcd jferiods ; .and thele Pottahs are irrevocable by the ancient 
cftablillied laws of the empire, £b long as the tenant juftly pays up his 
rents ; and even in cafe of failure therein, fo tender were ancient cuf- 
toms of the huffiandman*s intcreft, that he could not be diQjoflcfled of 
his lands until after a failure in his payments for twelve months. 

For the purpofes of cultivation, it has been likewdle ever cuftomary 
for the Nabobs to lend the leffer land-holders, and again for thofe land¬ 
holders or other men of property to advance to the Ryots confidcr.ible 
fums of money upon bond, though at a very high rate of intcreft, even fb 
higll as upwards of forty per cent, per ami, to be repaid from the produce 
of the enfuing crop. The fums advanced in this way, commonly known 
in Bengal by the term Tagabey, arc employed by the Ryot in the charges 
of cultivation, particularly in buying cattle and feed, and in making 
the ncccflary refervoirs and drains, which arc there very reqtiifite, 
and the moft expenfive preparatives. Without this advance to the 
poor people, tlie whole bufinels of agriculture would be at a ftand; it 
is therefore evident, that the encouragement derived by the poorer fort 
of people from public protc(ftion can be no w'here m6re ncccffary 
than in the interior parts of Bengal. 

Since the fubverfion of the Mogul empire, the lands of every diftri<51: 
of courfe become the property of each refpeeftive ufurp'cr, fb long as 
by their can power they can maintain pofleffion; ahd fo long each 
ufurper deemed himlelf, and in fact was a real fovereign. 7'hus, upon 
tlie Englifh Eafl; India Company’s aflitmiiig tbe D'^wamiec, we find that 
they alto, in their tuiai, declare themfelves to liave become the Sove~ 
reigns * of a rich and pdtent kingdom ; of the revenues of which they 
likcv.iie declare thcmiclves not only the Collectors but Pt opi ietors. 


•* a I.''TTrR from the Sfi.cct f^)^I••ITT LE at Cai CUT r A to the Com t of East India 
Diri-ctor , (lucilthc ift October by 7.5, / IJirc, fl'tHiam ling!'' "i'll Sumner, John 

Ciruri', ih.itt ' and Fmncii Sykes, Efijnircs ; AuTH£N'rie EaViiRs, panes () 2 and lo^. See 

air.rhc I’roc v-’l ii;? of tbe t-i.jrcr CoM.\ni'TE£ at (Jalcu I'TA, the 18th ScpLembcr 1765, as 
«.o„laiijoJ in the folloAinfj chapter. 
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When the fovereignty of the Bengal provinces was thus taken by the 
Company upon thcmfelves, in 176/ Mr. Sykes was appointed, bjj'the 
Prefidcnt and Select Committee at Calcutta, the Company’s Relident at 
the Durbdr t» or the Nab 6 b*s Court at tKe capital of Murfliedab^d* to 
adjuft the grofs revenues of the provinces, and fettle the claims ofja^ 
gucerdarsy as being a part of that bufinefi. This gentleman. Angle 
and without any chdfcks, was likewilc entfufted with the dire<ftion 
the Nabdb and his officers, Aipcrintcnded the interior collections, and 
the adminiltration of juftice in countries more ej^tenfive knd more po¬ 
pulous than Great Britain; and, as if thefe were nut enough for the 
> Angle abilities of this gentleman, the wifclom of the SeleCt Committee 
farther loaded him'vvith the additional charge of the dhieflOhip of the 
Corn}>any*s faCIrory at Coflimbazdr, where moft of their Aik and a greae 
part of their other Bengal inveftments are provided. 

The amount of the whole revenues- of Bengal and its dependencies^ 
as adjufted by Mr. Sykes in the laid year, 1765, was eftimated^ as* 
follows, viz, . 

+ In Older farther to nnderftand the bnfinefs of the revenues, and of the Refidcnt at the Durbar, 
fee N“» XXXVII. XXXVIII. XXX IX. and XL. of the Appendix, pages ^33 to 145, being copies 
of four letters from Mr. Sykes to the Sekft Committee at Calcutta, on his adjonments of the De* 
•wannee Revenues, 
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REVENUES arifing from the different Districts which are made to compofe the Country called 
Bengal, as fixed with the different Zemindirs, Talookdai^, and Etmaumdars for the Bengal year 
1172, or ChrUlian year 1765, viz. 

Grofs Revenues - - _ - Sicca Rupees - i5,623>455 o o 

Deduft charges of colle£lion . . - - 1,029,929 70. 
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Deductions. 

Amount of Jagueers, to be paid annually to dif¬ 
ferent perfons, as having Royal Sunnuds for 
the lame, - - - - 903,492 13 
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Which fum of Sicca rupees, iwo crores, lixty*eight lacks, twenty- 
ftven thoiifand fix hundred and fi»ty-ojie, and fifteen annas, valuing 
the 'Sicca rupee, according to Mr. Sykes, at nearly two fiiillings and 
eight pence halfpenny, and‘making-3,630,676 18 5) the fum of 
pounds, three inilHons fix hundred and thirty tlionfand, fix iiundrcd 
and ieventy-fix pounds ftcrling, Mr. Sykes fubferibed to, and declared 
it to be his opinion, that ‘the whole would be Collected in the year 
1766, without opprelling the inhabitants. The Right Honourable 
liord Clive likewilc gave his opinion upon this llatcinent of the Bengal 
revenues, in his letter to the Court of Directors, dated Calcutta, the 
3odi September 1765, in the following words 

** 2'our revenuesy by means of this ncm acquifilion (meaning the Dc- 
** wannee) will, as near as I can judge, not tall fliort, for the enfuing 
** year, of 250 lacks of Sicca rupees, including your former poflel- 
** fions of Burdwan, &c. Hereafter they will at leall amount to 20 or 
“ 30 lacks more. Your civil and military expcnces in time of peace 
** can never exceed 60 lacks of rupees. 'J'he Nabob’s allowances arc 
‘“’already reduced to 42 lacks, and the tribute to the king is fixed at 
“26. So that there will be remaining a clear gain to the Company 
** of 122 lacks of Sicca rupees, or £.1,650,900 fterling, which will de- 
“ fray all the cxpences of the invejlmentiy futnijh the whole of the China 
“ treafure^ anfwer the demands of all your other fettlements in Indiay and 
“ leave a conftdcrahle balance in your treafury bcfid(.j. In time of war, 
** when the country may be fubjedl to the incurfions of bodies of cavalry, 
“ we (hall, notwithftanding, be able to colIctT a fulficient fum for our 
“ civil and militai*y exigencies, afud likewife for our inveftments; be- 
caufe a very rich part of the Bengal and Babur dominions arc fituat- 
“ ed to the cafl-ward of the Ganges, where we can never be invaded. 
“ JVIrat / have given you is a rcaly not an imaginary fate of your rcvintiesy 
“ and you may be affured they will not fall for t of my computation^* 

After producing two fuch good anthoiitics, the reader will certainly 
admit, that fuch was the improvcable ftate of the revenues in Bengal 
in the year 1765. 

In the continual fluf^iiation of the property of the country, under 
dilfcrent ufurpers, the moft fimple mode of taxation, under manifold 
oppreiRve pretences,' has been fo increafed and vai'ied, and, by the vil- 
lany of the endlefs train of accomptants, (lirofFs, or money-changers, 
receivers and other officers employed in the collections at the Cutcher- 
ries, has in many places become fo perplexed, as to render a thorough 

• See Aothektjc Fifcbs, page %€, 

knowlege 
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knowlege of the preftnt revehitcs.a difficult talk; and frcfth the 
prelent general ftatc of the counti^, afs well as front the partictiift't* 
culloms and methods of conducing this bylinefr, the harpies eihplo^edl 
•find it eafy to pra^Vife every Ipecies of extortion and fraud. This ii 
lo much the cafe, that in many places, after the yearly account of it 
Pergunnah haf, been fettled at any of the Cutcherrics, ilje dete^lion of 
Its fallity, or the proof of its truth would be a difficult undertaking 
even to the beft accomptant, however well acquainted he might be with 
the languages and culloms of the country, • 

In faft, every method praclilcd in the bufincls of the colledlions 
leems to have been calculated, in every department, to encourage de¬ 
ceit, and Icreen it from the Sovereign; for the very accounts of the 
Bengal collections, which are kept in the Bengal language, are, from 
eftablillicd culloin, kept on fmall oftavo flips of paper, called Ferdx, 
and filed on a ftriiig ; which, if not fliarply looked after and regularly 
abftra< 5 led, it is very ealy for the Black clerks to take off one Ferd and 
flip on anoth to Icrve a particular purpole. The Englifli coUe^iof 
can never detefl a fraud of this kind, unlefs he can write and read the 
* Bengal language, or has, what is very rare, hoiiefl: Banydns about 
him. 

The fame confufiort* which has prevailed in the Dehly provinces' fince 
the fubverlion of the empire, has extended to the dominions of every 
ufurping Nabob. Thus, in particular, from the invafion of Nader 
Shah downwards, the independent Nabobs, or Subalidirs of Bengal, 
have in general paid but little attention to the hereditary rights of the 
antient Rajahs, or Zeminddrs; and fince the Englifli Eaft India Com¬ 
pany have become the Sovereigns of Bengal, left ceremony has been 
ul*ed with them ; many of the lowefl: clals of Banyans having been put 
over them, or in their places, as well as in every department of th® 
government. • 

The revenues, when adjufted at Murfliedabdd, are taxations a^/ lihi^ 
turn, and hitherto have depended entirely on the arbitrary will of the 
Englifli chief, or chiefs ; as may be alfo fren from Mr. Sykes’s Letters, 

* A very extraordinary inftance of the great utility, of this attainment, to the Englilh colleftore, 
cime wlihiu the wiitei’s knowledge in the year 1766, while Samuel Middleton, £f^; was chief of the 
Company’s failory at Patna, and fuperintendant of the revenues of the Bahar provinces, under Muf* 
ftedabad. The Vakeel of one of the Zemindais prefented himfcif before the chief with fome heavy 
complaints, as fiom his maner, which related to the affiiirs of his country. In fupport of his com¬ 
plaint, he pulled a letter out of his turban, and began to read the complaint in the Ben^l lan- 
'gnage very fluently, traniiating it into Ilindoftan, for the chief, as he went along. The wi iter, 
■who underflood a little of this language, was looking over his ihoulder ail the while, and difeovered 
-to Mr. Middleton that there was not, in all the letter, .1 word written of what the Vakeel pretended 
CO read: whereupon his f.illhood was deleted, to his great ihame and confullon. 

[ U i ] 
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already quoted: and tho(e chiefe fo befet with harpies, who, from 
tliq highcft to the loweft, will be always interefted in deceiving them 
and endeavouring to'fap their integrity, can haVe no guides whom they 
can depend on but their own'judgments and confiicnccs. With EngUlh* 
coUedlors another let of men have been allb naturally introduced, tlie 
Englifli Sircars,and'Banydns ; who, from the fuperior influence which 
they aflTume over the reft of the Black officers, as being Dcivans to the 
Lords of the country, inuft gcnerally*^be firft fatisfied. Under thclb' 
diflerent ranges of inon, the divifions and fubdivilions are innumerable; 
all of whom, from the Nabob down to the loweft officer of a village, 
muft have a fliarc of what can be fecrcted from the revenues. In this 
fituation of affairs it is obvious, that there muft be innumerable abuil“? 
ill the department of the revenues, which will efcape the Englifli col- 
ledor, though a man of the greateft integrity ; of fome of which abiilcs 
we will briefly take notice in this place. 

At the commencement of every year, which in Bengal begins in 
.^ipril, there is an cftabliflicd feftival, called the PoouqT^ which is the 
time appointed for adjlifting the accounts of the revenues with the dif- 
ferent land-holders, and confirming or revoking their leales, according 
to their merits, or otherwile. At this fcaft the different Rajahs and 
Zemindars either appear at Murflicdabdd in perfon, or fend their Va¬ 
keels, to negotiate and fettle the fum to be eftabliflied for tlie revenues 
of their relpeftivc diflri(fl:s for the enfuing year, as well as to adjiift the 
accounts of that expired. On thefe occalioiis, whether a Zeminddr 
lias been punchial or not in the payment of bis rents according to the 
terms agreed on, the TMutfeddees never want a complaint againft him, 
a pretext for railing his rents, or a competitor to be oppofed to him,, 
for the purpofes of fecuring his confent to the payment of a private 
Nuzzeranah, or prefent demanded; which Nuzzcrdn'ah is generally in- 
crcalcd, by tiic Zemindar, in proportion as the officers upon whom the 
generality of the Company’s chiefs mujl depend tor their information, 
agree to decreale the liim ftipulated for the next ycar^’s revenue: and, 
i.i this fitnation, lie who agrees to the largeft fum of Nuzzeranah is let 
loofe upon the* country for the enfuing year. 

This adj Liftmen r, which in Bengal is emphatically called the Bundobujl 
(the tying aiul binding) naturally affords a fine field lor the cxcrcile of 
the fertUc genius of his race of Afiatics, inferior to none in infrigues. 
Tlie Zeniiiidirs, who upon this occafion generally are in want of large 
films ol ready cafli, as well as of fcciirity to be given for the payment 
of their rents according to agreement, have been iifually ncccflitatcd to 
call in the Shrofl's, or bankers and money-changers, to their afliftance. 

Jug^ut 
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Juggiit Seat, the head of a Gentoo family of the Weaver tribe or caft. 
In the time of the Nab6b Jaffier Khawn, availed htmfelf of this circtim- 
ftance, which the fuccceding times of confufiqn in the empire ehabled 
him to improve, to the introdudion of new culloms at the Durbir, in 
the department of the revenues, and to the railing and enriching of 
himfelf and his family. From a very inconfiderable origip, he became 
the moft eminent banker in Hindolt^n ; having his Shops and Gomaflahs 
eftablifticd tor die purpofes pf drawing and remitting in all the principal 
trading towns of the empire. This builnets in India, in times of public 
tecurity, which are not likely toon to return, was advantageous beyond 
any thing that is known in Europe, as well from the percentage allowed 
upon the bills called Hundyveaan, as on the Batta, or exchange of ru¬ 
pees. By his Gomiftahs he was regularly and well informed of all mo¬ 
mentous tranfacfions in every part of the empire. This introduced 
him into the political intrigues of the Durbar at Murfliedabld, where he 
and his family, fome of whom ftill remain the thadows of their father’s 
grandeur, lived with the retinue and magnificence of Princes. 

By a juggle with the Nabobs and officers of the mint and reveftues, 
this great banker introduced a cuftom very injurious to cii'culation; 
which has been ever lince pra<^tiled, to the detriment of the country; 
and dill continues, to the (hame of the Englifli Eaft India Company. 
This was the introduction of a Batta^ or agio upon the rupee called 
Sicca^ which is a real coinage of ftandard lilvcr according to the eftab- 
lifhed laws of the late empire. The current rupee, fo called by the Eng- 
lifh, is, like the pound fterling, a nominal Ipecie, valued at fixteen per 
cent. Batta lefs than Sicca, for the Coiiveniency, in adjufting accounts, of 
reducing the innumerable forts of different rupees which have been in¬ 
troduced in all parts fince the fiibvcrlion of the empire. This Batta was 
nominally fixed, lb that the ueiu-coitied Sicca rupee fliould circulate twelve 
months at full Batta, and then fall three per cent, under the denomination 
oi'Hirftms, or Siccas of various years. At the exjfiration of the lecoiid year, 
they funk again, under another denomination oiSuuotts, the Batta of which 
was fixed at two per cent, lefs: lb that what was fix teen per cent, the firji 
year, was thirteen per cent, the fecond, and ejeveti •per cent, the third: 
at whicli laft denomination of Sunotts tliey remained, until rc-coined 
into Sicens; fubjcCl neverthelefs, like all othcT rupees, to fuch varia¬ 
tions in the Batta, or agio, as the money-dealers could ettecl, from the 
plenty or fcarcity of each particular I'pccies ; for it was the Englifli alon e 
wflio, in their own fettlenicnts and in dealings only among tlicnifelves, 
ufed to adjufl: their accounts by the faid eflabliflicd Batta of 16,13, and 
11 per cent. The variety of rupees Introduced in different parts of the 

empire. 
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empire, is of fucli fort, that if a merchant of Mudhedabitd wants to 
purchafe goods in any adjacent proviifce, for ready money, it is necejfTary 
for him fii’ft to purchale of the money-changers in the Baz^r, that fort of 
rupees which will beft anfwcr/or yield'the leafl. lofs in the country 
wliere he intends to make his purchaies; for even the Sicca rupees 
coined at the^different mints at Patna, Murtticdabad, or Calcutta, when 
carried out of the'province in* which they were coiiKfd, hear a Batta, or 
pafs with a dilcoiuit. Thus the trade in riyTecs has long be'en an exten- 
livc and coinplicatcd branch of biffinefs, and the Batta, which is a mil- 
chievous inftrument in tlic hands of great exchange and money-dealers, 
was by the manoeuvres of this artful Shroff y or banker, at Murlhedabad, 
rendered a land of infinite wealth to the family of the Seats, and remains 
yet an ahufe uncorre(Jtccl by t!ie prefent governors of that country. 

W'hen the Zemindfirs were cliff refled for a fum of ready money, or a 
boncUhiaii, in order, upon an emergency, to fecure their farms, Jug- 
gut Seat was always ready. He likewile obtained the Shrofing * of all 
the revenues ; and upon occaiion became anfwcrable to the Subahdar, 
or Niibob, at the inflance of the Zemindars, for fuch particular pay¬ 
ments on account of their rents as tliey .fell fliort in: for which he was 
well paid by a high intereft on the fums he advanced. By thefe means 
he acquired an influence at the Durbar little inferior to that of the Na¬ 
bob hlinfclf: as inffances of which, he was the chief inftrument in the 
acqiiilition of Lord Clive's famous Jagiieer; and he amaffed a fortune, 
as his countrymen calculate, of fevea crores of rupees, or near nine 
millions fferling. Such were the profits at the Durbar; wliich the 
reader will be farther enabled to guefe at from the following relation of 
the practices which have been introduced and followed there, more or 
left, ever fincc. 

Among the arrangements which took place upon Lord. Clive’s afliim- 
ing the DeTuauuee, a fon ol this Juggut Seat, fcarce eigltfeen years old, 
was appointed tlie Company’s Shroff, and aflbeiated with Mahomed 
Reza Khawn and Doolubram, the perfons mentioned in* Mr. Sykds’s 
letters already c]iioted, a-j officers on the part of the Company, for con¬ 
cluding the bufineft of tbe province and the. colledion of the revenues* 
But notwithftanding all his Lordfliip’s precautions in tbofe appointments^ 
they did neither a ‘flop to the irregularities which had taken fo , 
deep root, nor prevent that fudden acquifition of fortune which his 
Lordfliip and the Secret Committee had fo very much at heart. 

• Shroffing, fo called by the Eoglilh in Bengal, is the examiDing, fortiog and weighing the variow 
forts of rupees, to fix each to its difiinfl fpecies, difeard the mufe, and fettle the batta upon all, 
according to the. price of the day, iu «rdcr toellablilh the value in.fiaodard, otMcca rupet». 

When 
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TVhca the term ©f the-menthfy pa^ment» agreed on becomes due, if the 
Eemind^p has not his money rea^, in time, as is feldom the ca(e, jt has 
been euftomary for the Officers of the collections,* in all parts of the pro¬ 
vinces under the Nabdb^ to charge him with three and one eighth per cent, 
per menjem intereft upon the fum, for the time of his default in payment j 
exclulive of which, a deduftion is likewifo made from t|;ie fum paid in, of 
from three to eight fer cent, under the denomination of jhroffage upon the 
€utchu j 4 m'dmy, I'his Cutdm Amd&ny, which literally means the grofs 
import, is the payment made by the ZemincHlr, confifling of the many 
r^yious forts of rupees as they come up from the Perguiinahs, before 
the Shrolfs have purified them by their batta, to reduce them to the net 
llina of ftandard llfccas, for which tlie Zeminddr will have credit in the 
books of the Nabob's Ciitcherry. Befides thefe allowances in the Bahdr 
province, when the Zemiud^ has not been able to pay up in time his 
ftated payment, the Englifli Governor’s Dew^n has been known, in 
imitation of the old Juggut Seat, to take upon himfolf the amount of the 
payment due fi'oni the- Zeminddr, giving a receipt to the Nabob, caUed 
a Padt, for the amount, as paid into the Englifo treafiiry there; and 
on this account the Englifh Dew^n receives from the Zemind^ an al¬ 
lowance, called Paativdan, of ten per cent, upon the fum, for the ufo of 
his credit, in the mean time, if the DewSln is called upon for the 
money, his influence enables him eafily to raifo it among the Shroffs,, to* 
anfwer any prelling demand of the Company. Exclufive of this, it has 
been alfo euftomary in the lame province to deduft five per cent, from 
tlie Zemindar’s payments, under the head of Rujfum, Dujiore, or cujiom, 
as a perquifiteffor the under Sircars.* 

In cafos of ravage,, from the incurfions of an enemy, devaftations from 
the floods occafioned by the periodical rains, fcarcity from the extra- 
aordinary drought of the lealbn, or of any other public calamity, a pro¬ 
portionate dedu( 9 :ion is made from the ftipulated rents : and this alfo 
affords a fpacioiis field for t!ie cxercifo of Afiatic ingenuity in bribery 
and intrigue, from tl>c Nal>6b ilown to the Ryot. 

People are alfo frequently lent by the Englifli, or Go’oernment^mutfedr 
dees mto the Pergimnahs, under feveral different^denominations ; fucH 
as Aumcens, Aumils, &c. to examine accounts, mcafure land, value the 
crop, or to haften and forward the collcftions; who always receive 
very confiderable allowances from the Zemindars, the amount of which ' 
is again levied upon the Ryots, or [)oor tenants ib the diftri^ls they are 
lent to, befides large fums which they nioft commonly receive for con¬ 
cealing their dlfcoveries. Here it muft; be remarked, that the abo\ e- 
xbentioned allowances charged upon lire monthly payments made by 
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the Zemlndlr, for the deficiency of which he muft flill fill up the futn 
of his llipiilated payment, form the Vharge of a compound, or aggre¬ 
gate film, much greater than the fame would amount to if charged at 
once in a fitted Turn per annum. 

It is Hkewife the cufbom of die country, for the government to colleft 
a fourth part, called, the Chouty upon the amount of moft judicial 
deciflons in caules of meum and tuum between individuals at the 
Cutcherries, but particularly on the amount of bond debts; and this 
alfb is, in the ‘prelent ^anarchical ftatc of the country, a copious field 
for the Banyans and otliec ofiicers, in which they pra^iife every fpcci^a 
of roguery and intrigue. 

But tlie greated advantage of all, made by the principal officers of the 
revenue, has been the lending out their money, and not unfrequcntly 
the Company's, as their own, upon Tagabey, as already explained, at 
the rate of 35 and 40 per cent, /rr annumy for which they can lecurely 
repay themfclves from the firft monies coming in on account of the 
rents. We do not pretend to aflert, that any of our Bnglifli colle^ors 
have fliared in this variety of perquifites, though that point might have 
been worthy of die enquiry of the late intended Supervilbrs ; yet we 
cannot exculpate them, on the charge of employing the Naboby and 
dirough him the T^emimVarSy to take off the cotton of their very extra¬ 
ordinary monopoly of that commodity (treated of in our 14th chapter) 
as in faft this was neither more nor lefs than charging the revenues with 
the profits on the cotton, for the benefit of the owners, and to the ruin 
of the country and manufaiflures. 

In fliort, fo great, and lb notorious have been the adyantages to be 
gathered up at the Durbar y that even the Banydiis of junior Englifii fer- 
vants under the Relidcnt, have thought it worth their while to pay 
twenty-five per cent, per annum for money to fatisfy the calls of their 
mailers, rather than lole dieir polls, while they have Ipnt the money lb 
railed, to their mailers at the cullomary interell of nen per cent, pex ann. 
and lb great have been the irregularities in the bufinels of xhe collei^ions, 
that it has been a culloniary pradiee for the Zemindars to pay twenty-five 
per cent, on thC grols amount of their taxed rents, to particular per- 
fons of influence, for the loan of their names to prote^ them from ex- 
adlions, or trolible dt the , inllances of which are within our 

.knowledge. Tlie writer of thcle fliccts has even known a black col- 
ledlor, employed by the Englifli in the Bahar province, of liis own au¬ 
thority levy a tax of eight annas (or about fifteen pence) on every vil¬ 
lage in his province to indemnify himfclf for a ring which he had loft in 
dje Cutcherry; which though a fmall tax on each village, yet when 

colledled 
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* » 

colleftcd upon a!I theivillages itit^e province would ainntittl; to a very' 
conHderable fum. * ^ 

In this fituation of siffairs, it muft be qbviotts to the intelligent reader, 
that to the old alnifts many new ones have been added, from the in- 
trodudlion of a new fet of harpies upon the pr^lent change of govern¬ 
ment ; as no prudent meafures have been yet effe£tpally* adopted for 
the prevention of fuch abufH in the nundtia^of bufinefs. And it muft 
be equally obvious, that the encouragement Co neceilary for agriculture 
in Bengal is at prefeiit left than ever it has been; for the merchants 
and other men of property among the natives, for want of due fecu- 
rity under this double government, dare not lend money upon Taga^ 
be-jt as beforfe, to the cultivators of the fbil; ttor dare the latter receive 
it from any others than the Engllfh colleftors and Ban3rdns, which when 
they do, it is reliiftantly; notwithftanding it is highly worthy of the 
attention of the Governors of the country to encourage the unlverftl 
lending of T'agabey, as the belt and perhaps only methc^ practicable for 
reducing the exorbitant intereft upon the poor hufbandraan« • 

It muft be likewife obvious, that while fiich is the wretched ftate of the, 
government in Bengal, the real amount of the revenues of thofe provinces 
can never be precifely traced through fuch an intricate labyrinth of fraud 
and deceit: nor will it ever be efteCled till a complete meaftirement be 
made of every diftriCl, and a juft account taken of the land held by 
every Ryot. And whenever that is done, the lands paying no rent^,,, 
held under the denominations of jagueers and charity-lands, will cut a 
moft conlpicuous figure. Of this the reader may form fbme notion, when, 
he is informed, tliat during the Chiefthip of Hr. John Johnftone in the 
province of Burdw^n alone, after an odious (crutiny, which employed 
near feventy perfons and lafted near eight months, that gentleman dlfto* 
vered 568,756 begas, making nearly a fifth part of the lands of the whole 
province, to have been alienated from the revenue, and poflefied chiefiy, 
upon fraudulent grants, by priefts, fuperintendents of the revenue* 
and favourites; under the various titles of Bazy Zemesn, or charity* 
lands. 

Under theft circumftances, it may with the grCateft truth be afteited» 
that the dim received by the Company’s collectors at MurOiedab^d, aftev 
making all due allowances, has ever fallen greatly fliort of the amount 
actually paid by the Ryots, or original cultivators of the country. This, * 
whether we confider the Company as the fovereigns and proprietors of 
the revenue, as they ftile themftlves, or as trufteeS for the public, is a 
matter worthy of the regard of ftock-holders, and of the minuceit at* 
tention of this nation. But the embezzlement of the revenues of Bengal 

[ X J never 
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never will be effectually prevented* till capital puniihmenta are in* 
fliCted upon embezzlers, whomlbcVer they , may be^ The blacks, by 
proper pimiihments bepg inffiCted on two or three perlbns legally con¬ 
victed of fuch ^emtjezzlements; would foon be awed into an honeil 
practice: for the prefeat dtfhonefty of the timid natives in thofe matters 
is perhaps more owing^to the frequency of examples in their fuperiors, 
and to the total iifipunity of fuch crimes in Bengal, than to the villany of 
even thofe natives who have been moft C9rrupted in European fettle- 
ihents. Such punifhments however as would prevent it, at leaft in fomc 
degree, the Company are not, and perhaps cannot be legally impowered 
to inflict. 

The Company have of late adopted a plan which she writer recom¬ 
mended to them,, among other improvements in the year 1767, of fta- 
tioiiing their covenanted fervants to the fuperintendency of the collec¬ 
tions at every principal Zemind^ry, and appointing a board of revenue 
at Murfhedab^d. Although the original fprings of the former flourifh- 
ing revenues in Bengal have been, of late years, fo choaked up or de- 
ftroyed as hot eafily to be reftored j neverthelefs by this new regulation, 
which it is flrange was fo long neglcCtcd, the Company will doubtlefo 
make a very confiderable faving in the revenues, fo far as refpeCls the 
prevention of frauds and alienauons; though much will be ftill want* 
in^ for putting th& bufinefs of the collections upon a proper footing,, 
and particularly jfbr preventing the young Englifh coUeClojr from alfo 
beconiing the only merchant and. fopremc judge in the diftriCl under 
his fiiperintCndcncy, wliich the influence he acquires froili fiicli a ftation 
puts fo eafily in his jjower. It was a nniftaken notion among the Directors, 
that the influence of a yqung fervant, ffationed in the interior country, 
vlrould be inconfiderable, and therefore le& pernicious than that of a 
Counfollor ; for wherever a European is eflablifhed in a public charae* 
tei*, by the authority of the Company, whetlier a Writer, or a Counfellor, 
he* is'equally ffiled by the natives the Burra Saheh, the Great Lord, or 
G6v.ernor. And the fuperior clafles among them,' even the country 
and Zemindars, have as yet but a flrange conception of the 
Englifh government; for there have been inftances of a Mjah's offer¬ 
ing cne of liis daughters for the foraglfo of an Englifh coUe^or, upon 
the adjuftment of \\is-BundobuJl» Netting at the fame time can ihew 
iA a ifronger light the great influence of the Engiifli, and the abjeC^-. 
ffete of ■ dependence to -which, the. natives are at prefent reduced, thars 
ah inftance of this nature, fo dir^Ctly contrary to« every tie that is held 
fslfcr’dd'by‘^entoos, ‘ . 
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Tlief oppreHions and i«ionopolj«| in trada wliich latro^ 

duiced of iate years, bat paiftkulatfy wkhifi dlu) laft feven (*9 
Ip ourXJCIIth and KIVth chapters) havebacn die principal 
^ decreafe in tt\is real revenues of Bengal, as very ftiordy will be moft 
feverely felt by the Company. For the Ryots, >bho are generidly bptii 
land-holders and roanufadurers, by the dpprd&om of gom&ftahs in bar- 
raffing tliem for goo^s (as inftanced ip opr Xl¥ch chapter) are frequent^ 
rendered inea*pable of improving their lands, and even of payihg thek 
rents ; for which, on the other hand, they are,again cliaftited by the 
officers of the revenue, and not unfrequenciy have by thoib harpies been 
neceffitated to fell their children in order to pay their rents, or ptherwhe 
obliged to fly the Country *. 

Another obftacle to the improvement of the revenues in Bengal is the 
want, to both great and little land-holders, of a fecure, and permanent 
pofleffion of the lands; while the chawbuck and the caprice of a Governor 
are, in fa<fi:, almoft the only laws for the deciflon of right. Thus litu- 
ated, the renter, fo for from venturing'any part of his own real ]gro- 
perty in improving of forms which he is liable to be dilpoflefled of at 
any time for the benefit of others, does, on the contrary, entirely em¬ 
ploy himfelf in making the moft of all temporary advantages while he 
holds the lands, and cares not in what fltuation he leaves them 
fucceflbr. 

Intermediate renters, or dealers, are every wliere, and in ail things!^ 
ihofe who make the greatefl: profits: and die permitting, of fo many 
ranks of foperintendents and renters (eems to have b^n a materi^ 
error in the Hiiidofian policy; becahre, for the welfore of a ftate, the 
growers and confumers of provifions cannot poffibly approach too near 
together. 

* Bengal afibrds a fa^l example of the coafequeaces of a coqotrf’s bang (Xice depopulated froiBI 
oppref&OD, or dolence done to tk inhabitants; for a traA of 240 miles of fea^oaft in the centre of die 
Company’s potfeflions, fiom the iQand of Suadeep to the ifland Sagor, which was abandoned by the iil» 
habitants, on account of the ravages committed by the Mogg pirates about 145 years ago (and whidi 
have been repeated in a lefs degree in later times) remains to this day a defert, overgrown With WqOd, 
has become very unhealdiy, and U now known only to its preient inhabita^s, the tigers apd other, 
wild beafts. Thofe ban^ttl, ui^ the King c£ Arracan, who by tReir means had at that time got 
pogeiHoQ of Chittigong and the ifland of Snndeep, ufed to dcfixnd upon the Beugal iflahds hi brgd 
fleets of armed boats, and make iocuriions for an hundred miles up the numerous rivers apd creeki^ 
which afforded them fheloert (dundering and burning the villages, and making Haves of the inha¬ 
bitants. This large traA, which is extremely fertile, udl was alfb formerly as reouirkably po-. 
pulous, is moft conveniently fituated for tra«le and navigation, as may be (een upon inijpefUon ai our 
map: neverthelefs this important field for improvement, which now only in fome plates {Modpees a, 
tittle iidt at the rifk of the makers lives, has hitherto laid totally negfeded by the Company, whde 
iyftem, asof lateooadudfed, has been by no means calculated to promote the general v^are ri* the 
country, or to jgrant, like good Spvtrfi^t thdr efre£hial protefikn to the iohabitaats. 
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It Iremaifis to be (een, from the ^perience of future years^ what fa- 
lutaij regulations the wiiHom of Coiirt^ of DireAors will enforce for the 
snanagement of this branch* and the general improvement of the ^ngal 
dominions: a concern of the utmoft importance to the nation; and which* 
if properly attended t<J, we will venture to afiert, the revenues of Bengal, 
as found by^ Lord CHve and Mr. Sykes in the year 1765, amounting, as 
by ftatement before given, fo 3,630,676!. might'eafily, and without 
opprelhon to the inliabitants, have been improved by this time to Jix mil* 
Uonsf Jlerling / while, Jby an improper management, they have yearly 
fallen fhort of that very ftatement, and will moft probably daily con¬ 
tinue to grow worfc, till an cffedhial fyftem of reformation be eftab- 
Jilhed. 
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CHAP. XIII. 

On the late MONOPOLY of SALT, BEETLE-NUT an4 

TOBACCO. 

W S come now to confider a monopoly the moft cruel in its nature, 
and moft deftrudtive, in its confrquences, to the Company’s 
idfairs . in Bengal, of all that have of late been eftabliflied there. 
Perhaps it ftands unparalleled in the hiftory of any government chat 
ever exifted on earth, coniidered as a public a£l; and we fliall be not 
left aftonifhed when we confider the men who promoted it, and the 
reafoas given by them for the eftabliihment of fiich exclufive dealings 
in what may there be confidercd,as neceflaries of life. 

When the Right Honourable Robert Lord Clive prdpoled returning 
to Bengal, as Governor -of the Eaft India Compan;;^^s fettlemcnts, he 
wrote a * letter to the Court of Direftors, containing fuch ientiments 
as were beft calculated to obtain their concurrence in his" appointment, 
and to fhew his own difintereftednefs. Among other things, he gave 
diem his opinioif, ** chat it was the encroachments made upon the 
Nal? 6 b*s preferiptive rights, by the Governor and Council, and the 
** reft of the fefvants in Bengal trading in the articles of fait, beetle-nut 
and tobacco, which had greatly contributed to haften and bring on 
'** the troubles with the Nabob Coflim Ally Kliawn. That, therefore, as 
* f:hc trading in fait, beetle-nut and tobacco had been one caufe of the 

0 

• See theL«llerat largeio the AjpenMx, N*XLL page 146, dated Berkelqr'Sqtiane, the 27th 
yipril 1764, 

dliputes. 
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** dtfputds which then had ffibihled,; his Xordlhip hopped thpic articles 
would be rcflxjred t;o the Nabob, *%nd the Compan;^S &rtaiits abfo- 
lutely forbid to. trade in themu , This would be (hiking at the,root of 
. ** the evii^ tend to reiftore that ceconoitiy which was fb nece^ry;iii 
** the fervice of the Company, and ferve to prevent the' fudden acqui* 
** fition of fortunes that had of late taken place, and which, if not 
** put a flop to, tlie Company’s ai^atrs tiauft greatly ftiffer. And hU 
** Lordihip promifed, as a means to allevlaue in fome meafiire the di^ 
<< fatisfad’iCn that iiich refiritHions upon the commercial ^advantages of 
<< tlie Company’s fervants might occailon in, them, that he would not 
engage in any kind of trade himfelf, but leave all commercial advan* 
** tages (the Governor’s portion of winch ujfed to be always very con- 
hderable) to the Ibrvants, to be divided amongft themfelves.” 

His Lordihip’s reprelentations to the Diredors, and his management 
among the proprietors produced the defired effedl:. He was nominated 
to the government of Bengal; and a Sele(6i; Committee, confiding of his 
liOrdfhip, Mr. William Bright well Sum tier. Brigadier General Carnac, 
alfo Meflieurs Harry Verelft and'Francis Sykes, was appointed# ^fith 
full powers to purfoe whatever means they fliOuId judge moft proper, 
to attain the defirable ends of reftoring and eftablifliing peace and 
tranquillity in Bengal. And the .orders which the Court of Dire^ora 
were pleafed to give upon the fubje^i: of this trade, in the letter to their 
Prefidency at Bengal, which, appointed, the faid Committee, dated the 
I ft June 1764, were the following. 

' “ You are jiereby ordered and dlrc^lcd, as loon after the receipt of 
”** this as may be convenient, to confult the Nabobs as to the manner of 
“ carrying qn the inland trade in fait, beetle-nut and tobacco, and ihe 
^ ocher articles, produced and conflimed in the country, which may be 
** moft to his fatisfa<ftion and advantage, the intereft of the Company, 
** and likewife of the Company’s fervants. 

** Yqu are, therefore, to fonu a proper and equitable plan for carrying 
'** on the faid trade, and tranfiint the fame to us^‘accompanied by ftudi ex* 
“ planatipns, ^bjferyatiqus ^^nd xet^i^arlj^ as majr enable iis to give our 
^^ndnaents and <(lrciftioDS, t^ in a full and explicit maunec. 

** In doing this, ^as) before obferved, you are fio liavcL <1 rt*- 

^ gard to the interefl and entire fatisfa^ion ,ff the^Mabob'^ podi with rc- 
*** jpcci to /jt<V rtveflues^d. a proper, fupport pTf,(>/x government i in' 
■** fhort,- this plan leftled witjh .74/7/ confent^ arid 

d* id fuch a juamaer .as nqtstp afford any juft grounds of complaint.” 
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The great adrantage to be made !a Bengal from a nHonopofy of thcfe 
three articles of fait, beetJeHniit anfi^tobacco, was among the firft r^hicli 
the‘manoiu-vre of xhs^DewAnnee, taken notice of in our IVtfa atid’^J^Ith 
chapters, pref^nted to his lAsrdfhip and his aflbeiate-reformers, and . 
which they did not fwl to avail themfelves of. The (Committee, there¬ 
fore, foon loft fight ^f the orders and intentions of the Court of Direc¬ 
tors, and, in ceJntradi^tion to his Lorckhip’s moft* Iblemn declarations, 
an univerfal public monopoly of thole three articles was determined 
on : die profits of which were to be divided among themfelvcs, and fuch 
others of the Company’s fervants as they thought proper. All the fer- 
vants, down to a certain rank, were put upon the lift without alking 
their concurrence, or acquainting them with the particulars of the plan. 
This, confidering the monopoly even as a juft eftabUftiment, was a 
manifeft injury to feveral of the junior fervants, who, from their own 
knowledge and induftry, gained, in a fair way of trade, confiderably 
more than the fiiare allotted them by this fyftem produced. Many 
wholly dilapproved the plan, as far as they were acquainted with it; 
but it would have been dangerous to have publicly exprefied their fenti- 
ments. They were made to fign a long indenture, authorizing the 
Committee of Trade to condu^ the bufinefs, though they did not know 
the particulars of the plan. The perfon who had Ihewn any backward- 
nefi, would not otily have been deprived of his private trade, but pro¬ 
bably too have been difinilled the fervice* The proceedings on this 
occalion of the SeleA Committee will heft Ihew the mode which was 
adopted to carry this plan into execution; they were verbatim as 
follows. ' 

At a Selcft Committee, held at Fort William, the loth Auguft 1765. 

"Present • 

William Bright well Sumner, £lq; Prefident, and 

Vcrelft, Efqj 

** In conformity to the Honourable Company’s orders, contained ia 
“ their letter of the ift June 1764, the Comimttee now proceed to take 
” under their confidei^don the fiibje£I of the inland trade in the article 
of fait, beetle-nut and tobacco, the fame having frequently been dif*, 
courfed of at former meetings, and Mr. Sumner having lately col- 
letfted the opinions of the iiblent members at large on every circum- 
“ fiance, it is now agreed and refblved, That the following plan for 
** conducing this trade (hall be carried into execution, the Committee 
2 ** efteeming ^ 
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esteeming the feme the mafil terrejj^endent ta the Qom^i^*i 'srd<rs and 
** conducive to the ends •which the-j hsAse. in viewp when they require that 
<*: the^ trade fliaU be put upoU fuch ar footing .as -may appear moil 
2 djkf for, the beneiit of their fervants, leaO; JUble to produce dhi^tea 
• ?* with the country government,, and wherein their pwn interefts and that 
*f. ef the Nah^b fliall at the fame time be properly attended to and 
** confidered. • > , • • 

*» Firft^ That the'whole trade fhatt be carried on by an exelaiive 
'company formed for that purpofo* and confiding of all thofe who 
may be deemed juftly intitled to a (hare. Tldlt a proper fund foall 
** be raifed by a loan at intered for the fbppfy and fiipport of the fame» 
** and that it* fhall, coirtmenee in the month of September enfoing, or 
** as foon after as may be found mod convenient. 

' adly> That the fait, beclle-Aut* and tobacco produced m or /«- 
“ ported into Bengal fhall be purchafed by this edablKhed company, and 
•* public advertifements’ fliall be ifluet^ driiftly proliibitmg all other 
** perfonS whatfoever, who are dependent on Our government, to deal 
“ in thofe articles. ‘ ^ , •/ 

“ 3dly» That application fhall be made to the NabSh to ijfue the UH 
prohibition to alt his oj^eers and fubje&e of die didri^s where anj* 
“ quantity of either of tiiofe articles is mamifaflured or produced* 

“ 4thly, That the fait fhall be pUrchafed by contrast, on the mofl. 
reaibnable terms, giving the preference to tl^ faftories of fystccstH , 
‘‘ Chittigong, Burdw 3 .n and Midnipore, for the produce of 
“ fpe^tivc diftri£is, to the Fowzd^ of Hoogly and the other ^mindi&r» 
** for the produce of Ingelee, TumloOk, Myfadcll, &c. and to fuclK 
*♦ perfons as may offer the moft: reafonable propofal for the quantltj^ 
“ produced in the Calcutta lands. 

“ 5thly, That the beetle-nut and tobacco fhaJl*, in Itlce manner, be 
“ purdiafed by contra<n:, under flush terms and conditions sis upon jn*©- 
“ per enquiry fliaft appear to the managers to be mofl conformable to 
“ the interefl: o^ the concerned. 

“ 6thly, TTiat the conlra^ors for the felt fhall agree Co dcKvci? iC at 
** Certain fixed places, at a ftipulated rate per opt hundred 
** comprehending fbeh an advance UpOtl their coiitratls'with'tile-Zeiii!^’^ 
** dirs and * Molunguees,. as' may be efteemed- anrequivaienc to oheii^. 
“ rifk, trouble and bad debts. 

“ ythly, That as the advances will be made by the contractors^ to the 
“ Zemindirs, &c, at certain* periods of th^ feafon, in the ulUai 

* f * 
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ner, fa .(hall the advance from the public company-to t^e contraiftori 
** be made in proportion thereto.** • = ' • ' , , ' 

" Sthly, That the fait, beetle^Aut and tobaeoo, thus pitrchc^^^ 

** the public ^company, ihaH^be tvaofporced to a' certain i^umher^ of 
** places for fale, to,be there* and.there only Mfpofed 6 f hj th 6 fr^^it}\ 
and that the country merchants may then become purchafers,' and 
“ again tranfport thofe articles whither they think«they have thh greateil 
“ profpe£l of profit. Tliat by this means not only the •frequ^ropfHf- 
“ jions the mhahitants ef the country have fuffered, by Europcatti han^ittg 
permifton to traverje to every place for the fale of thofe commodities, 
** will be put a Hop to; but by thus referving to the natives and mer- 
“ chants a competent fhare of the profits both in tJte purchafe and falc^. 
“ wc may hope for the good effect of removing the general odium that 
** has prevailed from our feeking to deprive them of ivery part (f that 
** trade. 

9thly, That as it is apprehended ibme difficulty will arile in fe- 
curing the produce of the Dacca and Chittigong diHri£lS| by reafbii 
*** of the property of the lands being Icattered m a numl>er of hands, 
** all dependent on the government, it is agreed, that application be 
made to the Ndhbb for perwiLnahs on the feveral Zcmind&rs of thofe 
** diflrifis, as well as thofe of Hoogly, &c. ftridily ordering and re- 
** quiring them to contraft for all the fait that can be made on their 
** lands, vntb the Englijh alone, and forbidding the fale to any other 
5 ‘ perfbn or perfons whatfbever. 

“ I othly. That the Honourable Company fliall either fhare in this 
** trade as proprietors, or receive an annual duty upon it, as may ap- 
** pear to be moft for their interefi, when confidered with their other 
engagements and demands at this prcfidency.' 

** I ithly. That the Nabob fhall in like manner be confidered as may 
** be judged moft proper, either as a. proprietor, or by an annual nuz- 
** zeiinah to be computed upon infp^ing a ftatement of his duties on 
** fait in former years. 

** 12thly, That :hc manner in which the Honourable Company and 
** the Nabob fhall bf confidered, being once determined, the remain- 
der of this trade fhaU be divi^d amongft the Company's fervants 
arranged under certain claftes, and each clafs to fhare a certain pro- 
portion of the capital flock. 

** iSthly, That a committee of trade fhall be appointed to receive 
<< the management of this plan and profecute the fame in all its 
branches, and that they fhall be immediately authorifed to take mca- 
** fure* for railing the fund at intereft, and to receive propofals and 

4 “ fcttlf 
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lettle the contrails; and further, that for their afliilance in the work 
** a perfon {hall be appointed in the Quality of their fecretary and ac- 
comptant. 

" The foregoing rcfblutions the SeleA Cbmmittee judgq will be found 
*“ a fufficient ground-work for commencing this tirade, to be improved 
** hereafter as circumftances may occur and direft ; and it is therefore 
** agreed, that they be delivered over to the# committee of trade as foon 
« as they are appointed, with, inflruftions to proceed in railing the 
** money and making the contrails. • 

“ The points contained in the loth, nth, and 12th regulations, as 
** their not being adjuded need be no impediment to the profecution 
“ of the buHnefs, fe the committee efteem them of lb much importance, 
“ that the fettlcraent of them fliould be delayed until the ablenc mem- 
“ bers return to Calcutta, and they can be deliberated on at a full 
“ committee. Agreed, therefore, that the committee of trade be alfo 
“ advifed of this relblution, and that they fliall be hereafter informed 
“ of the diftribution which may be fettled, with any other regulations 
** which may occur relative thereto for their government. • 

Mr. Sumner acquaints the Committee, that being apprifed of the 
“ intention contained in the 3d and 9th regulations, he delired Mr. 
** Sykes, when he lately went up to Murfliedab^d, to apply to the Na- 
bob for the neceflary perw^nahs for authorifing and facilitating this 
trade, and that he has accordingly received from that gentleman 
“ perw^nahs for this purpofc, being one hundred and fix in number*', 
“ the fame he now prefents to the Committee, together with feveral 
** papers of information which he has collefted, regarding the produce 
** of the different diflri^ls, and the conditions that fait can be contracted 
** for. 

“ Ordered, That they be delivered over to the committee of trade, 
** for their guidance. 

** Taking now into confideration the appointment of this committee 
** of trade, the-SeleCl Committee are of opinion, that it fliould be com- 
“ poled of two members of their body and two gentlemen of the Council.' 
“ Agreed therefore, that we recommend to thn Council to appoint 
two of their members to be joined with two of the Committee, ta 
“ ^conftitutc this board and receive charge of the plan ; and'^at the fame 
“ time to appoint a proper perlbn to the office of fecretary and ac- 
** comptant.’* 

* So eify is our Nabob on fuch occafions, that we here fee 106 grants or orders obtained on a 
fimple application from one of the gentlemen of the committee, before the regulations were adjuded. 

[ Y ] Thus 
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Thus far being fettled, publications were niade in d£M0ht Ian 
guages, and polled up in leveral p&rts of the town, of one of which the 
following is a true copy. 

Advertisement, ** The Honourable the Court of Dire^lors hav» 
** ing thought proper to fend out particular orders for limiting the in- 
land trade, in the articles of fait, bcctlc-nut aifd tobacco, the fame 
is now to be carried on, in conformit'j^to thofe orders, by a public fb- 
** ciety of proprietors^ to be formed for that purpole ; and an exclufive 
** right to the trade of thofe articles will be veiled i« t/jis jbtiety, by an 
“ authority detived from the Company and from the Nabob ; all manner 
** of perfons dependent upon the Honourable Company’s government 
“ are hereby flri^ly prohibited from dealing in anytrelpeft, dircrtly 
*• or indiredlly, in the articles of fait, beetle-nut or tobacco, from the 
** date hereof; that is to fay, that they fliall not enter into any new 
“ engagements, unlefs as contra<flors, cither for the purchalc or falc of 
thofe articles, with the fociety of trade.” 

Shortly after, another Sclcdl Committee was held upon the fubjec^l of 
this monopoly, uf whofo proceedings the following is a copy, viz. 

At pk Select Committee held at Fort William the i8th Sep- 

“ tember 1765. 

“ Prefent, 

Tlie Right Honourable Lord Clive, Preficknt. 

William Bright well Sumner, 

** John Carnac, 

Harry Verelfl, and 
“ Francis S^kes, 

Refuming the confideration of the plan for carrying on the inland- 
** trade, in order to determine with refpeifl to the company and the 
** clafles of proprietoBs, the Committee are unanimoufly of opinion, that 
** whatever furplud-monies the Company may find themfclvcs pofibflcd 
“ of, after difchargiifg their feveral demands at this prefidency, the faijic 
will be employed more to their benefit and advantage in flipplying 
“ largely that valuable branch of their commerce, the China trade, and 
“ in allifting the wants of their other fettlements, and that it will be 
“ more for their inteiefl to be confidered as fuperiors of this trade, and 
** receive a handfome duty upon it, than to be engaged as proprietors in the 

• “ flock. 


‘Efquircs. 



o H I Iff 15 I A* AFFAIR'S. 171 

♦« JioaL ' Beftowing therefore siB dqn attention to the drcumilance of 
“ the Company’s being at the lame.time the head and mailers of our 
^ iervice, and now come into the place of {he country-government by his 
•** Majejlfs royal grant of the dewattnee, it is agreed, tifat the inland- 
“ trade of the above articles ihall be (ubjeA to a dhty to the Company, 
“ after the following rates, which arc calculated aX;cor(|ing to the bell 
“ judgment we^ can ferni of die value of the trade in general, and the 
•* advantage which may be eitpe^d to accrue from it,to the pro- 
** prietors. • 

“ On lalt, thirty-fve per cent* valuing the hundred maunds at the 
** rate of ninety Arcot rupees, and in coniideration hereof the prelent 
** calli\ry-d\ity^ to be abolilhed. 

“ On beetle-nut, ten per cent, on the prime coft. 

“ On tobacco, twenty-five per cent* on ditto. 

By this calculation we hope may be produced a clear revenue to 
** the Company of at leall one hundred thoufand pounds Rerling per 
** annum ; and fliould it appear, upon further experience of the trade, 
“ that the profits will admit of an increale in thele rates of duties, we 
** hereby refolvc, that a fair and impartial repreientadon of the lame 
*'* fliall be made to our HonouraWe Mailers, in order to receive their 
“ diredlions ; as it is our fixed determination to render them all pof- 
lible fatisfaifHon in this point. 

** With refpedl to the proprietors it is agreed and refolved, that they 
** Ihall be arranged into three dalles; that each dais fliall be entitled 
** to fo many lhares in the flock, and that a certain capital flock IhaM 
“ be agreed upon, in order to afeertain the value of each lhare. 

** According to this fcherae it is agreed, that clafs the firfl fliall con^ 
lift of the governor, five lhares; the fecond, three lhares; the ge- 
** neral, three fli^rcs ; ten gentlemen of the council, each two fliares, 
** twenty lhares: rivo colonels, each two lliarcs, four fliares; in all 
** thirty-five fliares for the firfl dais. 

** That clafs *lecond fliall conlifl of one chaplain, fourteen junior 
merchants, and three lieutenant-colonels, in all eighteen perfons, 
who fliall each be entitled to one third of a couhlellor’s proportion, 

** or two thirds of a fliare, which makes in all twelye lharps for^the Ic- 
- ** cond dais ; we mean always to include in this number fuch junior 
merchants as the Company have thought proper to fix in their fer- 
<* vice, who, as well as the fadlors in the next clafs that may be re- 
** ftrained from rifing as covenanted fervants, fliall however be entitled 
to tlieir full ihare of the advantages of this trade* 

[ Ya ] 


“ That 
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“ That clafs third fliall confift«gf thirteen faftors, four majors, four 
** firft furgeons at the prefidency, two firft furgeons at the army, one 
fecretary to the colincil, one (ub-accomptant, one Perfian tranflator, 
“ and one lub-export warehouie-keeper; in all twenty-feven perlbns,, 
who fliall each be'entitled to one fixth of a counlellor*s proportion, or 
“ one thiiM of^one lliare, and which makes in all eight * fhares for the 
** third clafs. 

“ It is n^celTary however to be obfefved, that by this arrangement 
“ it is intended, and it is hereby accordingly ordered, that twelve 
“ fliares in this trade (hall be allotted to eighteen perlbns, compofed of 
** thc/irftleniorand junior merchants, lieutenant-colonels, and chaplain 
*' or chaplains ; all exceeding that number in theic ranks muft Hand 
** excluded until they can be included in it; and chaplains, be they 
** more or lefs, to be reckoned only as one fenior or junior merchant. 

That eight fliares in this trade fliall in like manner always be allotted 
** to twenty-four perfons compofed of the fenior fad:ors, majors, fur- 
geons, and the three officers above fpecified : all exceeding that 
“ number of thofe ranks are not to fhare till they can be included 
‘‘ in it. 

“ The Committee have thus fettled the arrangement of the clafles and 
“ the fliares in the flock, but they leave to the committee of trade to 
** afeertain the amount of the capital, as they mull be the moft com- 
** plete judges of what fund will be required. 

That the trade may meet with no interruption, and for the better 
regulating the fame, the committee of trade may from time to time 
“ form bye-laws, which having been communicated to, approved and 
“ figned by the body of proprietors, they (the committee) fliall be im- 
** powered to enforce and carry into execution. 

“ That the books of the fociety fliall be opened the firfl of every Sep- 
** tember, and doled the 3ifl of the following Augull. That for the 
“ prelent year all perfons who fliall from this time be deemed proprie- 
“ tors, and whole names fliall be enrolled by the cohimittce of trade, 
agreeable tp this feheme of diftribution, fliall be entitled to their pro- 
“ portion of profits arifing on the trade during the courfe of the year, 
“ whether ^bfencQ or death fliould enfue; and fb in all future years, 
“ after the names of the perfons who compofe the clafles fliall have been 
y regularly enrolled. 

• Here the Committee’s calculation was erroneous. It was afterwards altered, and this clafs was 
made to conllil of twenty-tight perfons, at one third of a Ihare each, mitking in all nine thares and 
one third. 

** Refolved, 
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** Reiblved, That no perfbn (Hall (hare in a double capacity, and 
** receive a benefit at the fame tiAie from his rank in the fcrvice, and 
“ iilfo from fuch employment as he may happen to enjoy. . 

** Ordered, That a copy of thefe proceedings be prepared and laid 
** before the Council, that they may tranfmit the famt^, with their di- 
“ re<flions, to the committee of trade.” * 

• • • 

The reader will doubtlefs remark, that among the plaiifible reafbns 
alledged for the efiablifhment of this monopoly, it was fald tb be in¬ 
tended as a means to prevent the oppreflion cf the inhabitants of the 
country; to remove the general odium whicli had prevailed of the Eng- 
lifli feeking to deprive them of every part of their trade, and to render 
all poflible fatisfaftion to the Court of Dire<fl:ors. 

Extraoi dinary as. were thofe effects pretended to be c\pe(led from Rich 
extraordinary meafures, we fliall not be lefs aRoniRied at the private 
reafbns which were afligned for this eRablifhment by Lord Clive, in his 
feparate letter upon the llibjedl to the Court of Dirciifors. They are 
as follow. 

Par. 16. “ The neceflity of rewaj||ing the Riperior feiwants, both 
** civil and military, is obvious, finc^he large inveftment required by 
** the Company makes it impofRble for individuals who perform their 
“ duty to acquire any thing confiderable by private trade. The means 
“ of regulating this reward have frequently employed my attention, 
“ and after the mod mature deliberation I have found none fo con- 
“ venient, proper, or equitable as the trade in fait. If you grant a 
“ commiffion upon the revenues the fum will not only be large but 
** known to the world. The allowance being publicly afeertained, 
« every man’s proportion will at all times be the occafion of much dif- 
** courfe, envy and jcaloufy. The Great will interfere in your appoiiu- 
ments, ancf noblemen will perpetually folicit you to provide for the 
** younger branches of their families. A commiffion upon your in*- 
veftment,, whether upon the provifion in Bengal, or the fales in Eu*- 
“ rope, is liable to the fame obje^ions. But if you allow your fervants 
“ the liberty of benefiting thcmfelves by the trade in fait, the following 
** convcniencies will refult. * 

Par. 17. 1®°. “ An advance of four hundred thoufand or five hun- 
“ dred thoufand pounds is required for carrying on the trade. If it 
“ be carried on by your fervants, the advance and the rifk will he 
theirs : if it be carried on by you, the money muft be advanced out 
*« of the trcafiiry, at your rifk, and you will confequcntly have the 
“ lefs fpeck to fend home. 

a R^r. 
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, Par. 1 8. a''". “ It is Veryeafy to proportion it in fuch a manner that 
“ yolir fervants fliall not gain to a larger amount than they arc in juftice 
“ and equity entitled to. 

Par. 19. 3*^. By the bringing it to Calcutta and Dacca, and by the 
lols of boats, by the.failure of contraftors and many other accidents, 
** the profits, mull always be precarious and uncertain, and conle- 
“ quently unknown, except .to the few \vho may t*akc the ti'ouble to 
** inveftigate the matter. , 

Par. 20. 4‘°. ‘‘ It will be looked upon as a profit aiifing from trade, and 
** not from the fockets of the Company^ which might he uigedy if rewardr 
“ were given out of the revenues. But licre you can af 'ert, that this in- 
diligence, the only equitable one you have to gnme, is in confidera- 
“ tionofthc large inveltments ordered, which, il complied with, mull 
“ fvvallow up the trade of individuals ; and indeed if this indulgence 
“ be properly proportioned, all thole frrvants, wlio by their age and 
Handing are entitled to emoluments, wunild have no rcalbn to com- 
“ plain, even were they altogether excluded li om every article of trade 
“ which can interfere with the Company's iincftments. 

Par. 22. “ It is an erroneouaninion, that fait was formerly an open 
** trade, it ever was, and ever mujrhc a monopoly. Some great favourite 
** or favourites always had the whole in their own hancls, for whicli he 
“ not only paid an annual PcflicLifli, or acknowledgment in money to 
** the Subah, but likewife gave conllderable prefents both in money and 
curiolities to him and to his minifters. But the natives can have no 
“ juft caule of complaint, provided they be furniflied with this article 
“ more reafonably than formerly, which will certainly he tl^e cafe^ if the 
“ plan fent home by The Cruttenden be adopted with a few amend- 
“ ments.” 

And in the t general letter from the Sclc< 5 l Committee,of Calcutta to 
the Court of Directors, dated the 30th September 1765, ligned by the 
Riglit Honourable Lord Clive, William Brlghtw’elJ Sumner, John Car- 
nac, Harry Vcrelft, and Francis Sykes, Elquires, after a more mature 
confideration of this bunnefs, they give their lentiments in the fol¬ 
lowing words. • , 

Par. 32. “ By conftiltiiig our proceedings of the loth Angiift and 
18th September 1765; you will be able to judge of the jirogicTs we , 
•*^have made in carrying your ouiers into execution relative to the trade 

• In the time of the Nabob Maverdy Khaxan, his favourite. Cogee Wazeed, was irregularly allowed 
to farm the trade in fait: but that merchant (old his fait then at fioe hundred per cent, cheaper 
than it was fold by this Committee aftet the uIlabliihoKOt of the monopoly now under conlideratioo. 
t Sec Abthbmtic Pai-ias, page yy. 

4 “ in 
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“ in fait, beetle-nut and tobacce.^ ThU fubjcifl we cenfidercd with 
all the attention poUiblc, and regard to your interdl and the^good 
“ of the fcrvice. We founds that to remove the inconveniences of a frie 

** trade, prevent the oppreflions daily 'committed, lave this valuable 
** article of commerce from ruin, and dilFufe the benefits rcfiilting, indifi- 
** criminately, among all your fervants intitled to duftucks, it nvas ne- 
•* cejfary to vejl the*whole in an cxclufive Qompnny.** * 

The Ifcl^'Committce havkig formed thole regulations for the carry> 
ing on of tN|jk:rade, Mr, .Sumner, Mr. Verelfl: anc|,two othh* gentlemen of 
Council wePraccordingly conlfituted a Committee of trade, for receiving 
charge of the plan and managing it, on behalf of tJie body of proprie¬ 
tors ; with authofity to corrclpond with the fubordinatc faiforics, and 
to purfne all Inch meafures as might, conformably thereto, appear to 
them eligible and proj>cr. And the neceflary advices and orders were 
accordingly given to the fubordinates, and publications of prohibition 
were iillicd throughout the provinces. 

The capital Hock appointed by tlie SelcA Committee to be railed for 
carrying on this trade, originally was current rupees 2,422,333—5— 4, 
or, at 2S. 6d. per current rupee, 262,420!. llcrlingj which was di¬ 
vided into 56^ fliares of 43,000 current rupees each lliare, and thp 
profits which might arifc were appointed to be proportionably diftrl- 
buted as follows. 

Perfoftc. Shuret each. Total Shares. Capital Stock. 

To the Right Hon. L.Clive i - 5 - 5 - - 215,000 
William Briglitwell Sum- ^ 

ner, Elquifc, - - 1-3-3 — 129,000 

General C.irnac -- - - 129,000 

To ten Counlcllors and 

two Colonels’ ---12-2-24- 1,032,000 

-1,505,000 o O 

To Chaplain, fenior and 
junior Merchants, and 

Lieutenant Colonels -18-3-12 ~ \ ~ 516,000 O O 

To Factors, Majors, and 

Surgeons - - - - 28 - j - 93 - - 401,333 5 4 

Perfons 6r 56J Current nip. 2,422,333 5 4 


The farce of ufing the Nah 6 b*’i name was thought convenient to be 
played, as is ufual in all dark a6fs of this double government. The 

reader 
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reader will have perceived, as well hr the proceedings of the Committee 
as in^ the foregoing English advertilement, that this Nahoh, if he muft 
be fo called, is iiitrodiic cd as joining with tlie Committee, and conient> 
ing to the ruin of his fuhjc£tst the poor people of the country, .who could 
nor, for that reafon, pretend to, or entertain even a hope of rcdrels. 

This Nabob, therefore, was aftually made to iflue orders to all the 
Zemindars, or hereditary land-holders of the country, to attend at Cal¬ 
cutta, and enter into bond, to trade whli the Comraithe,^ pnly. An 
order of the C6mmitte^ *, to the lame purpofe, went fort|jH the fame 
time : and the Zemindirs were forced to I’epair to Calcutli^ and enter 
into bonds accordingly : of which orders and bonds the following are 
copies. • 

7'ranslation, from the Perlian, of the Nabob's order to one of 
the Zemindars of the country, dated the of Saffer, or the 


Augull 1765. 

“ To the goniaftah of Luckynarain, Chowdry of the Perguniiah of 




J[ollamootah. Be it understood, that requejl has been made by 
the Governor and the gentlemen of the Committee and Councily to this 


** purport, ** that until the contrails for fait of the laid gentlemen are 
« fettled, no fait lliall be made, or got ready in any diftrid; that a 


** gomiftah be fent to attend on the faid gentlemen, and having given a 
** bond, he may then proceed to his bulinefs, and make fait; but till the 
“ bond be given to the Governor and the gentlemen of the Committee 
“ and Council, theylliould make none.” Therefore, this order is 


** written, that you fend, without delay, your gomdftah to the laid 


gentlemen in Calcutta, and give your bond, and feftle your buli- 
“ nefs ; and then proceed to the making of fait. In cafe of any delay, 
“ it will not be for your good. Regard this as a ftrid: order.” 


Translation, from the Perlian, of an order to onp of the Zemin- 


ddrs, under the feal of the Committee. 


The Englilli Society of 
Merchants for buying 
‘ and felling all the Salt, 
The Seal of Beetle-nut and Tobacco 
* in the Provinces of 

Bengal, Bahdr and 
Orilla, &c. 


the Committe. 


• See Mr. Vansittart’s Lcuer to the Proprietors of East India Stock, printed for 
/. Nevubery, 1767, page po. 

Trusty 




^ Tkvst 4 AvtSi ^v^tn^ 93^cmJo^^AimiidMi vro^gini^jjnou weUi 
^ Whei-eits in hiiA' thkl trhUMvi^'fs^ flM>%!j}9racuraiilf 

*• iti'thd'Oiit^ rtHe^ tifit(i»^iic;^epf 

/* fbiHA b<^ 'refetr€d Shr^^ ;i|iiid^0w4E^#3^ 'bip:^t»f«ldlib4 

** with by outers; to^wlU&h pupo& a ferwliniih from his Eatc^frncyv thd 
Nabdbi has '**‘*<’ ' ^ ^ U . -*• •• 

«* ThainaBre this Is wrltteiSi* tihaek'tlioiiiiQmoiit 4 t ^r^ashes your 
** hands you afo t» ibifd a Va&cel aad’a iHi% Gofniiftah*^,ithat ha tjday 
<* come hdro^d r<^i;el7e fti Nab6¥s ¥ei^&nttkt ^dr aifr dit* obadlinco 
<* to the (khie, andfrfxk the tnule^ your iidt with-the"govemcKT ai^d 
“ the gcntlemdn.** ^ ' r , - f ^ 

TRANStATXOK of one of ^ Mucchid^hs* or obligatory bonds, 
taken from the 2kmlDdirs. ^ - 

* -f m f * 

** I Jadooram, Chowdry of the Bsfgdntiah of Dercbduhi^a, in* tho 
“ diftriA of Ingellee, agreeably to an Order tvhich hal iifilied from th^ 
Nab6b to this purpofe, That t Ihonlcf attend upon the Gentlehien jof 
the Committee and Council, in qrder to frtde my tfade* iii iitir, and 
** that I (hould not deal With atty other pcrfbn ;** do accordingly oblige 
myfelf, and give this writing, that, excepting the faid gentlemen 
“ called T/fe Englijh Society of Merchantr for buying and felling all the 
** fait, beetle-nut and tobapco in the provinces 'of Benj^al, Bahar and 
** Orijfa, &c. I will on no account trade with any other peHbn for 
** the (alt to be made in the year z 173 (£lengal ftile); and without their 
** order I will not otherWile make aw^ with, or diljjole of a finglc grain 
** of (alt; but* whatever frit (hall be made within the dependencies of 
my Zemincfriy, I will faithfully deliver it all, without delay, to the frid 
** (bciety, and I will receive the nioney atcording to the agreement 
** wMch 1 (hall ihake in writing; and I will deliver the whole and entire 
quantity of the frit produced, and, without the leave of the frid Com- 
“ mittee, I will not carry to any other place, nor (cU to any other pcr- 
** (bn a (ingle mealure of frit. If (ucb a thing diould be proved againfr 
“ me, I will pay to the Sircdr of the faid Iqclety a penalty of fve rupies 
** for every mound. In witness whereof I have'written this, by wajj 

** of obligation. Dated the September ty6s/* , ^ 

• 

Orders of this kind were idbed to all the Rljsdu and Zemindirs of < 
the Pergdunahs where fait was to be had ; by virtue of which the pro¬ 
duce of the whole country'was engrofled by ihe Committee, who paid 

‘S State,«jMenttMStk Htee k m ea nt the Coiifaef. 

l z ] 


at 
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at the rate of ^y rupees fer for what . 

places for upwards oi $oo.rupees pJ^aQp\maunds 

making a poor inhabitant pay at ,thf Talc of 6i'rUpees for a''<|paii|t^;of 

lalt which, in the common dourle of .die trade, he would have h^tigli® 

(pr one lupee. , 

The extraordinary (hares of tlic profits of this public ..monopoly to 
which the Seled Committeo-gentlemen helped thc^nfelves, were,pot the 
only advantages they reaped from it. From the regulations which theyy 
an their Sclcft Committee, had previoufly agreed upon, they were firfls 
apprized of the fuddeii cfFcfts which thofe regulations could not fiul of 
producing, in raifing the price of fait all over the country. They, 
therefore, availed themfelves of this fore-knowledge, and cftabliflicd a 
private (bciety, among themfelves, for buying tfp as mttclj? as tliey could; 
of the ready-made fait, which lay difperfed in different parts.- Mr.; 
Verelft^ who conduced this feparate concern, and, was one of their- 
Committee, under, the cloke ufually afliiined on fuch extraordinary 
occaCons, of its being for the benefit of the Companfs' ajfairs, was (at 
his own recommendation) appointed ,to a nc\y and linpi^ecedcnted em¬ 
ployment, that of * Supcrvilbr of the provinces of Burdwaii and Mkb 
nipore, where great quantities of fait are produced. This gave Mr. 
Verelfl: an opportunity of alTociating himfelf with tlie junior fervants 
under him at Burdw^n, in a contra^ for delivering to the Committee 
all the fait produced in that province, which he accordingly did ; as 
may be feen in the copy of an indenture executed with the Committee 
upon this occafion, in our appendix, N® XLII. page 151. 

The concerned in the faid private fociety, which was veiy extenfive 
in its operations, were the Right Honourable Lord Clive, William 
Brightwcll Sumner, General John Carnac, Harry Verelft and Francis 
Sykes, Efquires, as will appear, on examining N“ XLIII. of our 
pendiXf page 158, which is a copy of an original iadenture of affign- 
inent, executed by his Lordfhip, upon felling out his own (hares in the 
public and private (bcieties. 

No means were licgle^led, by the gentlemen .concerned in this private 
fociety, to engi*o(s the whole of the ready-made (alt in the country : 
and fuch methods were fometimes taken by their agents, or gomiflahs, 
as neceflitated the owners to part with what (alt they had on hand for 
, whatever their agents were pleafed to offer. And though, as wCf-have 
(hewn in the XlVth chapter, the intcreft of the country and Company 
were allcdged on other occafions to be greatly injured by permitting 

• See AoTBtNTic FiiEiir coaceroiDg Ikdia AvvAiat, pages 8p. 170. 187, txc. 

European 
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Edvopean a^nss to Mfide in ^ im^d parts of the cdanfv^;;1tiev6rthe- 
upon the pveienfr i^eanoit, chq^’pretended inconVenio^i^s v^ere 
overlookef!; tiV49Q&(]neneo of an appfication &om the Ckunmittee 
of Trade to the' Selefi: Committee^ ieveral gbntiemen iwcre appointed 


*and Rationed at the following 


the CommitteeV ^t, beetle-nut and<^t^acco; viz.. 


as agents for the iales of 


MedieursT^harles Bloomers - - - at Dinagepoii'es 

.Pift Lethieuliers - - - . Purbunga, ' 

Hugli Baillie, -' - ^ - , Oujilparah, * 

Thomaalsewbs ^ - Kungpore, 

‘U^illiam Benflcy, - - - Carangolali, 

John Robinlbn, - - - - Nabobgungc, 

James Hargrave« - Chtlmary, 

John Corfars Silhcttand Patnas 

William Semple^ . - - - - Rajabariy, 

Abraham Leflies ^ ^ - befides othersj 


who were fent to Backergunge and Nabobgunge to build boats. ^ 
The gentlemen concerned in the ptjvate Ibciety did not fait to 
avail themlelves of the iervices of theie agents of the public monopoly, 
for the dUpofal of their private fait* In confequence of an application 
for that purpoie from the partners in the Committee of Trade below, 
to the partners in the Sele^ Committee above, licence was eafily 
obtained, as* may be Teen by the following fliort proceedings upon the 
occafion. 


At a SELECT Co MMiTTEE, ‘held die 9th January 1766 } 

Prefent, The Hight^Honourable Lord Clive, Prefldent; 

William Brightwell Sumner, £iq; and 
** jSrigadier General Carnac. 

** Kcceived a letter from the Committee of Trade, requeuing leave 
** for their agents to dilpdlc of the balances of (alt belonging to private 
** merchants, now on hand. Which they’ imagine ^will conduce to the 
** inierell of the fociet^. * ? . , 

“ Agreed, we acquaint the Committee of Tradej that we grant their 
<* fequeft, in conftderation they think it vsill he a puhlic benefit** 

The eftimate of* the p^Hts arifing upon the firft year’s trade of this 
public monopoly,’ wTiich aidong other India'paj^rs Was laid before the 
‘ Honourable Houfe of Commons, in the ytar was greatly under- 

' [ Z 2 ] rated. 
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rated. ' The real net profits on t}ii<^rft<year’j3.fllaick •bc^Xf 

adlpally received the ooncer|Mx(^.ldo(wn <tQ.theixnoi)|kAf iXN^ergtbeir 
1770, exclufive of their flares of large, oqtdfbndiiig,debts; ipooiing 

in, have been nearly as SgSUm.’i vbo. > . ^ .1 

Net profit of >^6 ' 

* ‘‘rerflNU. Sluncsadi.. TeiklShwef. M yeti's npitil. 


The Rt. Hdn. Rob. L: Clive i 
W, Brightw. Sumner, Efq; *i 
General'Caryac ----- i 
Ten Counfellors and* two 
Colonels — - -- — 12 
Chaplain, fenior and ju¬ 
nior Merchants, and 
Lieutenant Colonels - x 8 
Fa^lors, Majors & Doctors 28 


- 5 

- 3 

- 3 


5 - . fterling 21,179 4 


3 -r- 

'3 - 


- 12,707 10 
1 Iff0.7 10 


o 

o 

o 


- 2 -24--- - - zoi,66o 40 


V 
s 

V 


12 - 
9 v 


- 50,830 2 O 

- 3M34 *0 o 


Perfons 61 56^ £• fterling 238,619 o o 

• mr “ 

The Court of Eaft India Direftors repeatedly, and in the ftrongeft 
terms, forbade this monopoly in ialt, *bectle-nut and tobacco; and par¬ 
ticularly in their General Letter to Bengal per the Lord Camden, dated 
the 19th February 1766, wherein they pofitively dire«Eled their Gover¬ 
nor and Council to make a formal renunciation, by fome folemn a 61 to 
be entered on their records, of all right to trade in thofe articles ; di- 
reeling their faid Prefidency to tranfinit fuch renunciation in form to 
the Nab6bt in the Perfian language, with adding thefe exprefs words r 
** Whatever government may be ijiablijhedt or whateven unforefeen occur- 
** rences may arife, it is our refolution to prohibit, and ive do abfolutely 
“ forbid this trade in fait, beetle-nut and tobacco,'* 

In all their fubfe^uent letters they continued to* repeat this prohi¬ 
bition, giving as their feiitiments, that ** fiich innovations and illegal 
'* traffic had laid the foundation of all the bloo^lflied, mailacres and 
confuiion which had happened in Bengal.” 

Upon receipt of thefo i|epeatjed orders from England, the Right Ho¬ 
nourable Ptendent ^nd'the Gentlemen of the Select Committee took 
them again into tjieir foriqus conftder^tipn. However, they did not 
proceed to abolifh the monopoly, but determined upon continuing it 
for another year; wifely ihereaftng the duties to be received upon the 
^^rade by the Company to^foch as might either fecure their 

.confont and approbation of'theiy^m frpnv tbc magnitude ^of the fum, 
or.«,4ieir connivance at it, fo jfai? jos ta .prcYeht retrqIpeKfts* £rpm the 
3 ' difficulties 
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difiicultifis of rcfoi4ngi o? Mng themfelves fo deeply involve^ i» 
the plan. i • 

* As the i^afoiis wWch. were ^vcri for this continuation of the mono¬ 
poly are no'Icfi cuHous than th^lc w^ich 'were given for its di^gin^l 
eftablifliihent, and beft fpeak for theittfclvfes to the intelligdnt 'ten¬ 
der we fhi*ll give them at large from the origiifal proceedings.* 


*• At a Scle£t Committee, held the 3d Scpteihbcr 1766. 

Prefent, The Right Honourable Lord Clive, Prelident; 
« Brigadier General C^nac, and 
** Harry Verclft, Klquire.. 


After mentioning,, that the Court of Dircaors hadT rccommendedl 
to his Lordfliip, to confider of a plan for fettling the frit trade, hi»; 
Xordttup proceeds in his minute as follows. « By all their letters 
« of laft year, and by feveral of this, the Dircaors frill feemed inclined 
« to wmt for our reprefentation, but by their letter of the 19th Fc- 
« bruary laft, .by the Lord Camden, they pofitiycly forbid their ferVants 
« to have any. concern whatibever in thi? tmde. At that time indeed 
« they could not have! haA die leaft ’idea of the favourable change in the 
. V affairs of thefe provinces^ •whereb'^ intereft of the Nabdb with regard: 
« to fait is no longer immediately concerned. When we firft took this. 
« imj^rtant matter into confidcration, I joined in opinion with the reft 
« of the Committee, that if the trade could be put upon fuch a footings 
that the Nabob Jhould receive more, than had been received, by any. of his, 
predeceffor/t the. Company be amply confider^d, the natives become pur- 
;*-* chafers upon terms full as reafenable as in former times; the fervantr 
** might be indulged in the privilege,, under fuch certain rules and rejirie- 
** tioHs as would make the trade carry with it as little as. poffible. the 
** odious.form,(f a monopoly, Thele points having been fettled, I con- 
« fented to the plan laid down laft* year ; my abfcnce from the Prefi- 
“ dency, tlie multiplicity of affairs then in agitation, wherein the peace- 
“ and tranquillity of the provinces, the intereft of the Company,, and 
** the . honour of the nation were more immediately concerned,, pro- 
vented my paying that attention I could have wiftied to that^tinpor- 
-« taut objea. /iUhough by, the acquifitioh of the DewanneCy jU whole' 
' « of the duties belong to the Company,, and by the diligence zeal of 
the. Members of the Committee of Trade, many iifrfhl reformations. 
« had taken place, !yet from my obferyations, when V was kft up the 
country, and from the heavy complaints againjl Europeans for ih'e- 
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monopoly of trade in general, I find Ithat the induftrious hatiye is fti|l 
dcjirived of that fliare to which heJias sin undoubtc^^ -^nd ’iporc na¬ 
tural right; nor is ij yet upon th^l^ equitable footing jupic^ a6 
well ViS humaifity would incline this Committee to eftablifliv A few 
weeks more miift bt^ng us the final refolution of the Court of Direc¬ 
tors, in apfwcr to,our diipatches by the Admiral Stevens, and \t, 
notwithftanding the prefent fituation of their ‘affairs, they ^duld 
think proper to repeat their orders perXord Camden, It will be our 
duty to obey them, ^and I am perfuaded they will be obeyed, by this 
Committee: but ifi on the contrary, upon receipt of our reprefenta- 
tions, they fliould change their feiitiments, and approve of the regu¬ 
lations \^e have already made, no time fiiould be left on our part in 
eflablifliing the mode for carrying on the trade in future* I'he con- 
fidence •which the Directors have been pleafed particularly to exprefs in 
my endeavours to fettle, upon an equitable plan, that trade •which has 
been the fource of fo many evils, cannot but promote my zeal for the 
caufe, and make me anxioufly wifli to fee cveiy regulation that you 
“ ifiay join with me in thinking neceflary to take place, 

“ The Company’s duties I beg leave to propofe (hall be increafed / 
** the fervants fUll receive a realbnablc (liare of emolument, and the 
** terms upon which the natives are finally to be concerned, advan- 
•* tageoufly fixed- 

“ fft. That all fak provided by the Society of Trade fiiall be Ibid at 
Calcutta, and at other places where it is made, and no where elfe. 

“ 2d. That the price of fait fliall not exceed two rupees per maund, 
or 200 for loo maunds. • 

“ 3d. That the felt fliall be fold to the natives only, who arc to 
tranfport it to every part of Bengal, Bahfir and Orifla, and tb have 
the whole profits arifing from the fale thereof, and that no Company’s 
** .fcrvant, free merchant, or European fliall be concerned in that article 
“ diredWy, nor indirefUy* 

** 4th. That the Calcutta and black merchants fliall be limited to a 
certsun proportion of purchafe, but that no Banydns, or fervants what- 
^ ever belongingto any European, fliall be included or have any coii- 
cern therein. 

” 5th. That •every endeavour be made ufe of to encourage the fub-. 
V ftantial merchant cither to come down in perfon to the place where 
•* th.e felt is provided, or to (end their agents, in order to purchafe or 
tmnfjxirt their felt to the difierent pfeces of fele. . . ' 
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: ** dth, TJiafr a certain price be [fixed for the fale of c vefy nwund of 
fdt at every town, market, or village, where the fait is ’fi 5 fd, acjp0td- 
Ing to the diftance and tprmcr ciiftom. , ' V' 

** ytli. That if fait be (bid at any of the Bazirs oraxiarkets ft)r oue 
**' cowry above the ftipulated price, the vender fliall not only forfeit all 
**, the lalt there found in his pol^filon, but be liable ta a forfeit of 
** (fhe ihoufdnd rupees for every hundred muunds of falt^ta fold ; and the 
•* idoncy fo forfeited fliall go, one half to the informer and one half 
** to the government, . • . 

** 8th. That the minijiers at Murjhedabdd and Patna have copies fent 
** them, of tbefe new regulations^ and that they be deftred to apply to the 
“ Nabob to make*the fame known throughout the three provinces; and 
** that every Fowzddr, ^c, fee that they be put in execution, upon pain 
of being,difmijfed from their employments, 

** 9th. This bufinefs being entirely commercial, I propofe that in the 
** inftrument of agreement for next year it fliall be provided, that the 
** Society of Trade be anflverable to the Board for their conduifl; that 
** the Board m^y either make new regulations, or amend thofo made 
** by the Society of Trade, as they fee fit, and that, lii cafe of necelfity, 
the ^ele^lt Committee fliall have power to controul the whole.. 

“ ibth/ That a duty of 50 per cent, be paid to the Company upon all 
“ the fait provided on their own lands, and 50 per cenr. ta the govern- 
** meat upon all the fait provided upon the lands of the government, 
“ and 15 per cent, upon beetle: which duties will in fait be brought to 
the Company}s credit, which, according to the prefent ftate of the fait 
“ trade will produce the Company from 12 to 13 lacks of rupees per 
annum, 

“ The prohibityn of a free inland trade, however difagreeable to 
** individuals, •nxliil now take place, and be confined to imports and 
“ exports, and their immediate returns, which returns fliall be made 
“ only to the prcfidency, or to one or other of the eflabliflied faiftories. 
“ The Company arc Sovereigns in India .• and tiiey have declared, that 
“ the trade carried on for thele four years pad is an ufurpatioiij fldt 
only ol their prerogative, but of the privileges of the^natives,^ and 
,** repugnant to the cxprels and repeated orders of the Court of l>i- 
•** re£lors. The indulgence however in the trade of fait Upon the footing 
** I hope it will now be eflabliflied, fliould, in niy opinion^ obviate ail 
complaints ; fince it fcems to be the moft equitable Modus between 
** the Company and their fervants, and at the fame time a dijlrihution 
** of natural right to the people of the country. Conlidering that the 

“ hte 
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“ Tate great advantages of unlimltea trade aire cut otf, I'caQi^t ima<9'; 
** glfie the Court oF Direftors vvill'de^ tlicir feirants this (hare o^bc-r 
ncfit, as a recompeftce for their care ahd'affiftance in the maha^ 
“ ment of the important concerns of thefe provinces. Oh the other 
“ hand, I would hav6 the fervants look uppn thefe emoluments, as a 
** gift from the l^ands'of their employers, offered to ihera annualfr in 
reward oF thdr fidelity; and which will ccrtdhly be \^ith-held from 
“ them, ifevir their authority Jhould he hfijied, and difcontent and ror 
** pacity take place of gratitude and moderation,* 

His liordfiiip’s minute being read atid maturely confidered, the 
regulations therein (Reified are unahimoujly approv^,** 

7'Jie capital (lock for the iecond year was divided into fixty (harest 
and amounted to current rupees 2,400,000; or, at 2s. 6d* per rupee, 
260,000 pounds fterling. And the profits which have actually accrued 
upon this iecond year’s capital, and been received by the proprietors 
upon their refpedtive (hares, down to the month of December 1770, 
exciiifive of balances (lill outihuiding, are ais follow, viz. 


On the kight. Hon. Lord Cliye^s - 5 Shares - L. i6,6y6 5 o 

'William Brightwell Sumner, Efq; his 3 - - - - 9*993150 

Brigadier General Camac’s - - 3 - - - - 9,993 15 o 

The reft of the fervants - - • 49 - 163,231 5 o 

60 L. 199,875 o o 


The reader will doubtlefr have obferved in the former part of tMs 
chapter, that an authority for eftablifhing this monopoly was pretended 
to have been received from the Nabob, and that his intereft, or that of 
the country government was to be properly attended to, particularly as 
exprefled in the proceedings of the loth Auguft 1765, by confidering 
him either as a proprietor, or by an annual prefent, t© be computed 
upon ini^fting a (latement of his duties on fait in former years. Not- 
withfianding whith, in the 8th and loth articles agreed to in the Seled: 
Committee of the 3d September 1766, we find the Nabob*s office ft, 
throughout the thred provinces, were to be difmiiled from their eiij- ' 
ployments, in cafe they did not carry into execution the regulatloits 
refofved on by the Committee: and we kre told, that the duties efiablifii6d 
upon this trade in the Nabob’s name would, in fodl, be brought tb 
the credit 0/ the Company, as being the^ Soyerleigm in India* Contrt- 
diflions of this nature will be frequently obferved in the courie of thefe 

(heets. 
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fheets, as weH in the proceedings of dhe Direftors, as iii thole of their 
fervants abroad* fince the farce of their double government commenced*: 
for it is a difficult thing confiftently to fupport a "fejifity, or fiefiion,, 
through a variety of circumftanccs at different and diftant periods of 
time. • ■ * 

Many and various wpre the oppreflions exercilcd *111 the cofiduftlng 
of both the public and private monopolies, of which we are now treat¬ 
ing ; to enumerate them would be a difagreeable and tedious^ if not an 
cndlefi talk ; neverthelcls, in fupport of the truth of this aflertion, we 
\vill briefly mention a few circuniflanccs. 

In the 6tli and yth^articles of the regulations eflablifhed by the SeleA 
Committee, in their proceedings of the 3d September 1766, it. is qf- 
dained, that tlic fait of the fecond year’s monopoly fliould be fold, at 
certain prices, to be fixed at every torwn or village, and that if any of 
the perfons who were purchafers of the Committee’s fait, fhould fell any 
at ihofo markets for one coxury above the flipiilated price, the v.ender 
fliould not only forfeit all the j'alt found in his poJfeffio 7 t there, but hci 
liable to a forfeit of one thoufand rupees for every hundred maunds 
of fait fo fold ; and the fait and money fo forfeited fliould go, one half 
to the informer, and one half to the government. 

In confequcnce of this regulation, many merchants were fined in. a 
very arbitrary manner, particularly fome of the principal black mer¬ 
chants of Calcutta, as Sooberambyfack, Moddundutt and others, who 
liad piirchafecl of the .Committce-falt to a very large amount, and were 
accufod of having fold at above the preferibed price. The Select Com¬ 
mittee, in the flifmnary way adopted by thcmfelvcs, without any ju¬ 
dicial form, or proccls whatever, collected among thete merchants to 
the amount of fome thoiifaiids of pounds which were Paid to have 
been appropriated fn as arbitrary a manner to the erecting of the Court- 
houle, a public buiRling in Calcutta. 

Upon the eflablifliment of the private copartnerfliii>, orfociety, of the 
gentlemen of the Committee among themfelves, there was an Armenian 
merchant, named Parfeek Arratoon, who had about iso,o^oo maunds of 
fait lying in warehoules, upon the borders of the Il*ungpoi’e and Dina- 
geporc provinces. The Armenian, fonfiblc, as wejl as the gentlemen, 
of the Committee, that the price of lalt would rife, ordered his go- 
maftah to fallen np his warelxoufes, and not to fell. As the retailing 
of this fait in thole paints might hurt the partncrfliip’s Talcs, it was 
thought-expedient at any rate, if poffible, to get poileflion of it. Upon 

* One of them told the writer, that 40,000 rupees had been levied on this occa/ion. 

[ A a ] failure 
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failure of the artifices which w«r|fe pra£tifcd to induce the gomaflah to 
if*. Armenian merchant's warehoiil^ were broke open, the Iklt 
forcibly taken out And weighed off, and a film of money eftimated to 
of it, was forced upon the Armenian's goniaftah, on his 
P receive it. Such drc (Jie fafts fworn to in the depofltions 

o leveraj witnefles, upon an a^ion, or bill of complaint‘filed in the 
ayor s Court of Calcutta, the 15th September 1767, by Parfeek Arra- 
toon, plaintiff, againft the gomiffahs,* or agents of lileff. Verelft and 
ykesj^for current c rupees <>0,432. And if the proceedings of the 
Mayor s Court have been tranfinitted home with the fame ptinaual re¬ 
gularity as formerly, there muff be fiifficient proof of theie fa^s among 
the records now in Leaden-hall-ftreet. 

Having laid before the reader an account of what have been the a£lual 
and realiied profits of the two years trade of this grand monopoly, we 
will now endeavour to (hew, at one view, the amount of what the na¬ 
tives may be juftly (aid to have been fleeced of in that fpace of time, 
nothwithftanding the pious profeffions of the Select Committee, //;<!/ 
//jey Jhould be fuppUed as reafonably as before^ 


The amount of the capital flock employed 
the firft year,* is C. R‘ 2,422,333 5 4 
or, at 2S. 2d. per C. R. fterling 262,420 o o 

Ditto, C, R* 2,400,000 at Do. 2d year - 260,000 o o 


Profit, viz. 

On the Rt. Hon. Lord Clive's 

5 (hares, the firff year - 21,179 40 

Ditto, ad year - - - - 16,656 5 o 

On William Brightwell Sum¬ 
ner, E(c|uire, his 3 (hares, 
the firft year - - 12,707 10 o 

Ditto, 2d year - - 9,993 15 o 

OnGencralCarnac’^ 3 (hares, 

the firft year - - j 2.707 10 o 

Ditto, 2d year - - 9,993150 


37»835 9 ® 




22,701 5 o 


JU, 7 oi 5 0 


522,420 


’:a 


$ 


Carried forward, 83,237190 522,420 

On 
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Brbugli’over 83,237 19 o 

On the reft of the Compaiiy's 

lervaiits, 45 J ihares, the • ■ ' • 

• firft year - - ’ 192*024 16 a 

Ditto, 49 fliarcs, 2d year 163,231 5 0 * 

-.355^256 r. o 


Total of the firft coft and profit for two years •• 
Extraordinary duties paid in two years to the Nabob, the 
country government, or the Englijfh Company, whichjfbcver 
the reader plcaf^s to call it, 26 lacks, at 2s. ad. per 
current rupee 

Extraordinary charges beyond the common courfe of the 
trade, to which the Committee was expofed from the 
employment of European agents and other caufes, efti- 
mated at leaft at 6 lacks, or - - - - 

Oiitftanding debts on the two.years trade, which have been 
or will be recovered by the influence of the country go¬ 
vernment, eftimated, to the lime of the above calculation 
of profits, at 10 lacks, or - - - « 

Total received from the natives ^ • 

Deduift, 

Firft coft of thole commodities for two.ycars £, 522,420 
Allowance for what the profits would have 
been in the uflial and fair way of trade, as 
pra^tifed when the monopoly took place, at 
30 per cent. *- - - - - 156,726 

Duties which might have been collected in the. 
ufual manner on this trade, in the ftate it 
then was, for two years: we will make a 
large allowance in the (um of •* - 50,oot> 

To this muft be added what was feparately 

gained by the nnder-monopolizers ; who, • 

agreeably to the regulations, purchafed 
fait, &c. in the groft from the Committee, 
being chiefly Banyans of the gentlemen 




% 

522,^20 


438,494 

960,914 

« 

201,666 

65,000 

108,33s 


Carried forward 
[ A a 2 ] 


729,146 i, 4 I 5 f 9*3 

them- 



M . C O N S I D E*R AT I O N S 

B/oBght over 729,146 1,415,9x5 

thcmfelves, and who tranfported it to and 
retailed it in the inland cjountry. The net 
profits under this head may be juftly efti- 
mated,, upon fait* and beetle*nut, at-lcaft*^ 

12 lacks, or * • “ . 130,006 

-- 859,146 

t » II .. IIM 

Arifing on the public monopoly - * - 55 ^i 7^7 

To which muft be added the concerns of the feparate 
private fbciety, among the gentlemen of the Select 
Committee, already mentioned, as far only as hast 
come to public knowlege, viz. 

- One concern, as taken notice of in the Right Honourable 
* Lord Clive’s aflignment, N® XLIII. in our Appendix^, 
page 158, - - of 497,001 Maunds, 

And of one other, - 40,000 

Maunds, 537,001. Upon which we 
may fafely allow the gentlemen to have gained, at die 
lowefl eftimation, a clear profit of two current rupees 
per maund, making 1,074,002 rupees, at 2s. 2d.. - 116,3501 

. . ^73.117 

By this eftimate, which we hope will be allowed very juft by 
all perlbns acquainted with tJie branch of which, we treat, it 
appears, that upon the trade of two years, there has been to the 
amount of fix hiirdred and feventy-three thoufand one hundred and 
feventeen pounds fterling colle£l:ed for the benefit of about fixty per- 
fons, from the nadves in general, upon this fiiiglc monopoly of what 
are confidered there to be ail ncceflaries of life (and the moft matevia! 
one is adlually fnth in all countries) more than they would, have paid 
for the fame, had the trade continued open and free to all who * paid 
the eftabliflied duties. 

In a country where the nature of commerce is fb well underftood, it 
muft be needkfs to fwcll this chapter, already too long, with fuch in¬ 
ferences, drawn from the fa6is here laid before the public, as mnft appear 

obvioui 
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obvious to every one at the firft view. Every; merchant ^vSll agree 
with us in one general conclufibn, that fuch a monopoly muft have 
been in the higheft degree injurious to the population and mannfa< 51 ures 
of the country; and we will venture to aiIeVt» that, 3 )ove all others, 
it has principally contributed to that decreale of tra*de, and the diftrels 
under wliich Bengal has laboured ever ilnce*the eftabltfliment of this 
monopoly. ’ . * , ’ 

We had almoft forgot, before we difmifled this head of 9ur fubjeft, 
to put the reader in pofleffion of a key for the undorftanding of fuch 
parts of the proceedings of the committees Herein taken notice of, as 
were calculated to evade the carrying into execution of the orders of the 
Eaft India Dii’edlors relpeAhig this trade. 

Soon after the cftabliJhraent of the monopoly, the Right Honourable 
Lord Cltve and the gentlemen of the Committees and Council (appre- 
henfive that they (liould not receive the approbation of the Diredors of 
the Company for this eftablilhment) entered into an indenture, or bopd 
of indemnity to each other, by which they engaged, under a conliderr 
able penalty. That “ provided any order or diredion fliould ifTue or 
“ be made by the fald Court of Diredors in England, thereby ordering 
** and direding the faid cxclufive joint trade and merchandize to ^e 
** diflblved or put to an end, or that might hinder and flop the carrying 
“ on the fame, or contain any thing contrary to their regulations, they, 
“ the faid Right Honourable Lord Clive, &c. members of the Comr 
” mittces and Council, fliould and would, notwithftanding any luch 
brder or diredion, keep up, continue and enforce, or caufe to be 
“ kept up, continued and enforced, the faid cxclufive joint trade and 
** merchandize,” as die reader will fee at krge, by a copy of the faid 
original indenture or deed of indemnity given in. our. Afp^ndix, N? 
XLIV. page r6p. 
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• I 

CHAP. XIV. 

* • . 

ON the General MODERN TRADE of the English In BENGAL; 
on the OPPRESSIONS and MONOPOLIES which have been the 
CAup?s of the DECLINE of TRADE, the DECREASE of the RE¬ 
VENUES, and rile prefeiit Ruinous condition of AKFAIRS in 
BENGAL. 

W ITHOUT tlic reader has cotifldered and bears in his mind the 
Rate of llindoRaiii, fince the fubvcrflon of the empire, the de¬ 
pendency on the Englifh Company of the prince whom diey call T 7 >e 
Gra id Moguls the condition of thdr collc^ors, whom they call 'The Na- 
of Bengal, the licuation of individuals, and the Rate of juftice in 
thi)ie dominions, as let forth, particularly in our third, fourth, fifth, 
llxth, ninth and twith chapters, he will be Icarce able to conceive a 
poifibility of the ex.ifteiice of fuch cruel oppreRions and iniinous mea- 
fures a;f Iiavc taken place in the Bengal provinces of late years, but 
particularly, fince “ the Englijh Eajl India Company are beeome the 
“ vereigns of a rich and potent kingdom, and their government in Bengal" 
** a military as ’mcll as civil government 

Having allb, tov/ards the end of our eighth chapter, laid Ibmething 
oh the nature of the prefent trade of the JEnglilh Company, and of the 
difference between that and the trade of individuals and other nations 
in Bengal, we muR beg leave to refer the reader thereto, that we may 
avoid troubling him with rcipetitions in this place. 

Wiien the Grand MoguL Furrukhfeer, granted his Rrmaun for ex¬ 
empting the Englifli from * tlie payment of all duties, their trade was 
V cry infignificant, as well as their legal poflellions of lands, which, as 
\\ c have Icen, were by the flrmaun circumlcribed within forty begas, or 
about fifteen acres round evciy faflory. At that time, an^ allb for 
many years afterwards, evn down to the year 1753, it was the cuflom 
for iht Company in Bengal generally to provide their goods upon con¬ 
tracts with the merchants bf the country, who received a part of the 
money in advance, which were called dadney-advances* Tliefe mer- 
chants, who were known by the appellation of dadueyrmerchants, con¬ 
tracted under penalties, to deliver the goods, at Rated times and prices, 

* See aXETTER from Lord Clive and the Select Committee to the Covet of Direc* 
TORS, and the Postscript to the Letter of MclE Leicester and Geat. Authentic 
Tafers, pages 92, and 195, &c. 
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at the Company's principal (ettlement, and were of coiirfe amenable to 
the laws of the country when they or their agents were guilty of any 
irregular practices. In that fituation,* the detriment, accruing to the 
government, from the great partiality (hewn to the Engliih in pre¬ 
ference to the MoguPs fubjedls, was, as hath ^een fliovn in another 
place, comparatively inconfiderable; bv^t the Mogul certainly had no 
conception of the height tp which that trade would be carried^ on 
which he had granted fo unlimited an exemption from •dutic's. 

The preference granted to the Englifii, gave them great advantages 
when they came to deal with the weavers in the inland counn y, v/hcre 
the faiflors and gomillahs employed by the Company, on thi-s cljanp.c 
in the mode of providing their inveftment, were Uj general treated wttii. 
great rcfpe<n:. This influence increafed with thi<|)ower of the Englifii 
Company; fo that after the defeat ofSerajah.al Dowlah, 1111756, that 
Nabob was made to engage, ** that he or his officers fhouhi, on no 
“ account interfere with tfJte goip^dahs of the Englifii; but that care 
** ffiould be taken that their bufinefs might not be obfirucled in any 
** way,” And thefe goni 4 ilahs fb well availed themfelves of this new 
acquired power, that after the Company, by their fubflitutes, had made 
tlieir firft Nabob, Jaffier Ally Kliawn, In the year 1757, black 

gomdftahs in every diftri^l afTumed a jurifdi£tion which even the au¬ 
thority of the Rdjahs and Zeminddrs in the country durft not with- 
ftand. Tnftances of this influence, fo detrimental to the country, arc 
to be met with in every page of Mr. Vanlittart's Narrative, 

In this iltuation of ditngs, as the trade of die Company increatled, 
and with it tlie inland trade of individuals alfo in a much greater pro¬ 
portion, thofc evils, which at firft were fcarcely felt, became at laft 
univerfal throughout the Bengal provinces: and it may with truth be 
now faid, tJiat* die whole inland trade of the country, as at prefent 
coiidnclcd, and that of the Company's inveftment for Europe in a more 
peculiar degree, has been one continued feene of opprcffioii: the bane¬ 
ful effe<^ts of which are feverely felt by every weaver and manufeifturer 
in the country, every article produced being ^ade* a monopoly; in 
■which tlic Englifii, with their Banydns and black gomdfbahs, arbitrarily 
decide what quantities of goods each inanufadlurer fliall deliver^ and 
die prices he fhall receive for them. , 

To inereafe the amount of the Company's inveftment of goods for 
^Europe, beyond wliat was lent by his prcdcceflbr, has be^^ the con- 
llant endeavour of every lucccediiig Governor of Bengal, in order to 
acquire reputation with the Company- To obtain this inereafe great 
ilriftncft has been ufed -with, and great hardfliips have been exercifed 

on 
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on the manufaiVurers, who are in .^^neral now monopolized by the 
Englifli Company and their fervants, as Ib many flavcs ; which has oc- 
ca/joned frequent complaints from the agents of the French and Dutch 
Companies, and tliole proj[?ofaIs for a participation of the weavers, of which 
wc have takcn^notice at^the conclufionof oiu* eighth chapter. The lb- 
verities pradlifed^tpwards thefe poor people, who are generally both 
manufa<flurers and hiilbandmcn, are fcarcely to be dtderibedfor it 
frequently, happens, as wc have obferved in another place, tliat whilo 
the officers of the colledi'ons are diftrelling them one >yay for their efta- 
blilhed rents, the peons from the Company’s gpmiftabs, on the other 
hand, arc prclfiiig tJacm for their gootls in. fuch niaiiiv?i% as to put it 
out of their power to pay their rents. However e;!£curable the opprefling 
of manufadrurers inlg||f have appeared in the Company, as merchants, 
while the country belonged to another power, and the profit ariling 
from trade was their only obje^ in view, how, when they are become 
the Sovereigns of Bengal, the continuation'of llich a pradtice can no 
otlierlvile be conlldercd than like the ideot-praclice of killing the prolific 
hen to get her golden eggs all at once. 

But for the better underftanding of the nature of tlicfe oppreflions, 
it may not be improper to explain the methods of providing an invejl- 
tnent of piece goods, as conduced either by the export warehoutb-keeper 
and the Company’s lervants at thefubordinatefa^fories, on theCompany’s 
account, or by the Englifli gentlemen in the fervice of the Company, 
as their own private ventures. In either cafe, factors, or agents called 
gomallahs are engaged at monthly w^ges by the gentleman?s Banydn; 
there being generally, on each expedition, one head gomallali, one md- 
hurce or clerk, and one cafli-keeper, with Ibme peons and hircai'ahsj the 
latter, being for the purpole of intelligence, or carrying letters to and 
fro, which, for want of regular polls, every merchant does at l»is own 
cxpence. . Thele are difpatclied, with a Perwdnali from the Governor 
of Calcutta, or the chief of a fubordinate to the Zeminddr of the di- 
llridls where the purchaies are intended to be made ; dire<fling him not 
to impede their bu^nels, but to give them every allillance in his power. 
The next Hep is to purchale aiconvenient lum in luch fpecies of ru¬ 
pees in the Bazir, at the batta current among the Shrofis, or money¬ 
changers, as will bell anfwcr in the intended dillri^ls of purchafe, which * 
is dilpatched for the firft advances to the weavers; and afterwards, 
generally a proportion of luch goods as it is imagined can be fold ad- 
vantagco.ully in the faid diftriifl^, and realized in time for the latter ad¬ 
vances, in full, to the weavers, are alfo difpatched, with • the Com¬ 
pany’s claftuch> and conligned to thelb gomaftahs* Upon the gomdllah’s 

arrival 
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stnnval at the aurung» or itiahufa^ltiripg town, he fixes upon a. habitation 
which he calls his Cutcberr^f to which, by his peons and hirc^tahs^ he 
furaiiions the brokers, called DaUals, and Pykirs, together with the, 
weavers; whom, after receipt of the mdney difpatcliect by his itiader, 
* he makes to fign a bond for the delivery of a certain quantity of goods, 
at a certain time and price, and pays them a par^ of the njoney in ad¬ 
vance. Thcaflcnt ef the poor weaver is. In general,not deemed nc- 
ceflary; for the gomdftahs, when employed on the Company’s' inveft- 
ment, frequently make them fign what they nleafe; and upon the 
weavers refufing to take the money offered, it has been known they 
have had it tied in their girdles, and they have been. lent away with 
a flogging. The l)all 5 ls are brokers, who are ufiially and neceflarily 
employed by the gomdflahs, as knowing, and having accounts with all 
the weavers of the refpeftive dUltl^is. They arc often as much opprefled 
as the weavers ; but when feparately employed they always make the 
latter pay for it. Under the Dallals, the %kirs are an inferior fet 
of brokers,* who manage the minutise of bufincls between the weavers 
and the Dallals, as thele laft do with the gom-^ahs. A number* of 
thefe weavers are generally alfo regiftered in the books of the Company’s 
gomaftahs, and not permitted to work for any others; being tranf* 
terred from one to another as fo many (laves, fubjedl to tlic tyranny 
and roguery of every fucceeding gOmiftali. TIiC cloth, when made, 
is collected in a wai'ehoiife for the purpole,' called a Kljattah ; where it 
is kept marked with the weaver’s name, till it is convenient for the 
gom^ah to hold a Khattah, as the term is, for aflbrting, and fixing 
the price of ea^h piece; on which bufinefs is employed an officer called 
the Company’s jachendar^ or aflbrtcr. The roguery pradifed in this 
department is beyond imagination, but all teifminates in the defraud¬ 
ing of the poor weaver ; for the prices which the Company’s gomaflahs, 
and, in confederacy with them, the Jachenddrs fix upon the goods, are 
in all places at leaft fifteen per cent, and in fbmc even forty per cent. 
Icfs than the goods fb manufadured would fell for in the public Bazir, 
or market, upon a free fale. The weaver, therefore, defirous of ob¬ 
taining the juft price of his labour, frequently attempt? to fell his cloth 
privately to others, particularly to the Dut^ and French gomdftahs, 
w[io are always ready to receive it. This occafiohs the Englilh Com¬ 
pany’s gomdftah to fet his peons over the weaver to watch him, and, 
not unfrequently to cut the piece out of the loom when nearly finifhed. 
With this power and influence, the gomaftahs, in the mean time, arc 
never deficient in providing as many goods as they can on their owa. 

[ B b ] accounts, 
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accounts, and for the Banyins of ^eir Englifti employers; which they 
cither (ell to the agents of foreign Companies on the fpot, or difpatch 
to Calcutta with the goods of their conftituents, under cover of the 
fame Companyis duftucks; in either cafe, if there is any market at 
all, being fure of a profit on goods, fo frovided, of at leaft twenty per 
cent. , , 

In the time of the Mogul < government, and eve\i in that of the Na¬ 
bob Allavcrdy Khawn, the weavers manufadured their’goods freely, 
and without dpprelfioij ; and though there is no fuch thing at prefent, 
it was then a common pradlice for reputable families of the Taiity, or 
weaver call, to employ their own capitals in manufacturing goods, 
which they fold freely on their own accounts. Thetc is a gentleman, 
now in England, who in the time of that Nabob, has purchafed in the 
Dacca province in one morning eight hundred pieces of muflin at his 
own door, as brought to him by the weavers of their own accord. 
It was not till the time of Serajah al Dowlah that oppreffions, of the 
natures now delcribed, from the employing of gomdftahs, commenced 
with the incrcafing power of the Engliih Company, upon their chang¬ 
ing the mode of providing their inveftment: and the fame gentleman 
was alfo, in Serajah al Dowlah’s time, witnefs to the fad: of above fcveii 
hundred families of weavers, in the diftrids round Jungulbarry, at 
once abandoning their country and their profeflions on account of op- 
preflions of this nature, which were then only commencing. Since 
thofe days the natives have had no Nabob to apply to in calcs of op- 
preflion, but liich as were the dependent creatures of the Englifli Com¬ 
pany, again!!: whom they could hope for no redrefs. e 

\Vith every Ipecies of monopoly, therefore, every kind of oppreffion 
to manufadurers, of all denominations throughout the whole country,, 
has daily increafed; infomuch that weavers, for daring to fell their 
goods, and Dallals and Pykdrs, for having contributed to or connived 
at 111 eh fales, liave, by the Company *s agents, been frequently feized 
and imprifoned, conhned in irons, fined confiderable Ikms of money, 
flogged, and deprived, in the moll ignominious manner, of what they 
cfteeni moll valuable,w their calls. Weavers alfo, upon their inability 
to perform fuch agreements as have been forced from them by the Com¬ 
pany’s agents, univerfally known in Bengal by the name of Mutebukah/, 
diave had* their goods teized, and fold on the fpot, to make good the 
deficiency; and the winders of raw filk, called Nagaads, have been 
treated allb with fuch injullice, that inflances have been known of their 
cutting off their thumbs, to prevent their being forced to wind filk. 

This 
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This laft kind of workmen were puiiiied with fuch rigour during Lord 
Clive’s late government in Bengal, from a zeal for increafing the Gom*- 
pany’s inveflmcnt of raw filk, that the moft facred laws of fociety. were 
• atrocioufly violated ; for it was a common thing for the*Gompany’s fta- 
poys to be lent by force of arms to break open the houies of the Arme¬ 
nian merchants eftabliftied at Sydabad (who haVe, from time imme¬ 
morial, been largely concerned in the filk trade) a^d forcibly take 
the Nagaads from their work', and carry them away tp the Englifh 
faftory. • 

In this fitiiation of the trade in Bengal, cxclulive of foch articles as 
are neccflarily provided for the Englifh Company's iiiveflment, which, 
as before obferved, is the worft of all monopolies; exclulive of what 
the Foreign Companies are permitted to provide, in order to prevent 
clamours in Europe (for which goods however fuch Foreigners are 
obliged to pay prices much fliperior to thofe given by the Englifh Go- 
maftalis) and cxclufive alfo of the little which the honeft private mer- 
ciiant may be able to provide fecretlyt the whole inland trade, in alnjpfl 
every thing elfe that the country produces, and even the trade in fome 
principal articles of foreign import, has been carried on as monopolies, 
by a few of the fuperior fervants of the Englifh Company, with their 
Banyans and favourites: and not only every public meafiire of late 
years adopted by the government at Calcutta, has been calculated to 
favour the eflablifliment of fuch monopolies, but even the contradiftory 
and injudicious orders of the Court of Directors, on fome occafions, from 
a want oflocal knowledge, and on others from connivance at the pro¬ 
ceedings of their fervants abroad, or from the ftate of parties in Leaden- 
liall-ftreet, have promoted fuch fliameful meafures. 

Among the monopolies thus eflabliflicd, two were of fuch a nature, 
that they could ilot have been invented more deflrucElive to the country 
than they really pfoved. One was that of fait, beetle-nut and tobacco, 
of whicli we have particularly treated in our preceding chapter: the 
other was of the cotton imported by fea from Surat, which tended 
direfUy to the ruination of the callico manufaeftories, and in the man¬ 
ner in which it was partly carried on, to the deftrtidion likewife of the 
revenues. This was a combination among mofl ^f the Gentlemen of 

* A remarkable inflance of this want of local knowledge was given before the Honoarable Houfe • 
of Commons, on the 9th and loth of April 1767, by two Direffor’s of the Company, then examined 
at the bar; one of whom declared he had been ten years and the other twenty in the Direftion. 
They had both refpeftively held the Chair of the Company, and yet declared they did not know the 
Danes had any fctilcment in Bengal; notwlthllanding their town and faftory of Serampore is only 
about tea miles diftant from Calcutta, upon the river Hoogly. 

[ Bb 2 ] 
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the Council at Calcutta, to etigrofe asf much as they could of the Bpm^ 
bay and Surat cotton. The original concern of what was bought u^ 
on this monopoly amounted to twenty^five lacks of rupees, or upwards 
of three hundred thoufand pounds ilerling, which they divided in (hares < 
among themfelves. The prices of cotton which in Bengal, upon the 
commencefiienc of thfe monopoly were at (ixteen and eighteen rupees per 
maundi of abom eighty pounds weight, were £bon run up to twenty- 
eight and thirty rupees: but, unfortunately for the concerned, the 
crop of country cottoii, fo called by the Englifh, but Capaas by the na¬ 
tives of Bengal, proved at that time very plentiful; and a great quantity 
of cotton was at the (amc time alfb unexpcftcdly imported in a new track 
of trade, from a diftant country down the rivers Jumna and ‘ Ganges, 
which greatly preju^ced the fales of the monopolizers. Two expe¬ 
dients were therefore thought of to facilitate the (ales of the cotton of 
this monopoly; one, to employ the nominal deputy Nabob, but in fadt 
the only man in power under the Company's (ervants, Mahomed Reza 
Kliawn, at Murlliedab^d, to take and diflribute it among the Zemin- 
ddrs; and the other was, by means of the fame mock authority, to 
prevent the importation of the cotton from the upper countries. Ac¬ 
cordingly a condderable quantity was aftually fent from Calcutta up to 
Mahomed Reza Kliawn, and diftributed among the Zemindirs ; and on 
the borders of the Bah 4 r province a new and extraordinary duty of 
above thirty per cent, was levied upon the cotton brought clown from 
the high country; which was a moft elFe^ual method of preventing its 
introdu^ion into the Bengal provinces. 

The public monopoly next in confequence, as of late* praftiled, has 
been that of piece-goods fit for the markets of Bufibrah, Judda, Mocha, 
Bombay, Surat and Madrafs. Of thofe goods there are many forts 
^hich the Englifh Company do not deal in ; fuch as, at Dacca, the 
coarler kinds of Mulmuls, called Anundy, Hyaty, Sonargoiing and Sher- 
betty; and at Coflimbazar and Radnagore fevcral forts of Sarries, called 
Chappa, Mugga, Tempy, Tarachaundy, and Mu^la; aVo Soocies and 
Soocy-farries, Cpttanees and Taffeties, &c. in the provifion of which 
nevertlielefs, under tlie fame influence, like oppreffions aie pradifed as 
for the Company*s inyeftment. 

For the difpofal of the goods of this joint concern, another monopoly 
*is cftabrilhed of the excluflve right of exportation, particularly to Buf^ 
fbrah, Judda and Mocha, which ufed to be the moft profitable voyages. 
For this purpofe, the Governor and Council of Calcutta fit out fliips, 
gcnwally known by the denomination of the freight JhipSt on which the 
goods of this Joini-coitcern are firft fliipped^ and the remainder of the 

tomiage 
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tonnage is filled up on freight. The management of this Ooncefn is- 
under the direftion of a Member of the Council, who is ading^wner^. 
and keeps a war^ouie for this purpoie, ^generally known in Calcutta 
• by the name of freight-warehoufe. When one of thbie freight*>fiiipsi 

is fet up, no other perfims among the few that can provide goods dare 
attempt to let up another on the fame voyage, without the permiflion 
of the Governor and Council; nor is an)r*pcrfon fuifered to load thek 
goods on any'ocher (hip for dtofe markets, if fuch (liould be permitted 
to be fet up, until the loading of die freiglit*(hip of the Governor and 
Council be compleated. Frequent infiances have bepn known of the 
goods of private merchants, even Europeans, but particularly of thole 
belonging to Armenians, Moguls and Gentoos, being, in conlequence 
of this monopoly, fiopped on the public road, and by force carried to- 
the freight-warehoufc; and the proprietors of fuch goods have been 
obliged, contrary to thdr wills, to fee their goods (hipped on velTels 
they had not a good opinion of, and going on voyages whofe defti- 
nation and management were often contrary to their own pri^tc 
fchemes of trade : in conlequence of which unwarrantable proceedings,, 
thofe merchants have frequently loft their fales, have had their goods 
damaged, left at ports they never defigned they (liould touch at, and 
have i'ometimes loll even the goods themlelves. By all which cruel cir- 
cundlanccs there have been in BfengaT many infiances of families of Ar* 
menians, principal traders in this branch to Perlia and Arabia, the for* 
mcr of which may properly be called their own country, who. have bcea 


totally ruined. 

Among the many methods that haVe been put in prad:ice by the Go¬ 
vernor and Council of Calciuta, for fecuring the monopolies of the in¬ 
land trade, though under various fpecious pretences of their being for 
the benefit of the Company and natives, as well as for public good, the 
following are (bnfe of the moft remarkable. 

Merchants have been ftri^lly prohibited from fending Gomdftahs into 
the interior cobntry, to purchale or provide any goods, without a Per-'*' 
W'^nah from the Governor of C.alcutta. Without this Perwinah, it would' 
be in vain to attempt to purchafe, notwithftandiitg a merchant fhould 
agree to pay double what is called the government duties \ tliough in fa£t 
fuch Perwanah, when obtained, would in general be of^no iervice. to? 
the country merchant, without fome fpecial private pfotciUon,. as the- 
bonds called Mutchulcabs, already explained, are in general taken by 
the Company's Gomafiahs, from the Weavers and Dallas, throiighoiic 
die whole country.- * 
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An order of Council was alfo iffUed, prohibiting all Englilhmen from 
.quitting Calcutta, or refiding at .any fubordinate factory, or in any 
part of the inland country, ynder a pretence, that they were guilty of 
oppredions towards the natives. It was faid this reftridion was by, 
order of the Court of Eaft India DiretT:ors, and intended to prevent 
fuch irreguiarities. AVhatever might have been the real motives for this 
regulation, it was admirably well calculated to favour the eilabliCUmcnt 
and continuation of mon^pbUes^ and to* prevent difcovciies of^tifisB^c-- 
tions of a more private nature in the inland ept^ptry, where many fecrets 
lay buried. However, wlien the * Gentlemen of th^. Secret Comjjiittee* 
wiio publiflied that order,; found it convenient fof'tfieir buifinefs in fait, 
bcetle-mit and tobacco, tbey.flidLi!?<^».®5'W® haV.e fliewnan bur laft chapter, 
Jic/itate to appoint and f^adon^,. aU <at onicc, no Icfs .than, ten Englilh 
gentlemen, as agents, in different parts of the country for the Ikies 
of fait. 

After the fafts herein token notice o^, relpeding the proceddings of 
Bl^ck Gomaftahs, it would be paying a bad’compliment to the natives 
of this country to fuppoltv that j|n Englilb agent cpuld poflibly exceed 
the Blacks in the commiflidn of every Ipecies. of enormity; and to fup- 
pole that Englifli individuals iwefe‘properliy prohibited from I'efiding in 
the inland country of which the' Ehglilh Company were the ading 
Sovereigns, on account of any irregularities they committed, would be 
admitting abfurdities. It would be admitting that the Governors of a 
country could fancy it for the benefit of that countiy, that it fhould not 
be inhabited by their fellow-fubjefts. It would be fuppofing that a dclpo- 
tic Sovereign, whole power is as Unlimited as he choofes. to make it, 
could not prevent the commilfion of offences, or duly chaftile the de¬ 
linquents for fuch, when committed even within his own dominions. 
Or clle, by maintaining the propriety of fuch an order from the Com¬ 
pany, or their Governor and 'Council of Calcutta, we«muft admit what 
would not be much to their honour, that they w'erc. totally unqualified ^ 
for holding thole reins of gQvernment.wliich they had Itjfken into their 
hands. , - 

But this reftri^lion was no lefs abfurd in another point of view; for 
it put the Englilhman upon a worfe footing than foreigners in a country 
conquered by-his own nation; lince the Governor and Council there-' 
by deprived him of that right of loco-motion which, by the law of 

• Even the gentlemen who concurred in opinion of the propriety of that order upon this occafion, 
had before given their fciiiimenis in direft oppofition to fuch a meafure. See Authentic Papers, 
page 200. 

nations, 
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nations, they could not reftrain in tljc Fretnch, Dutch, jfcrtugueze, or 
Danes, who have fettlements in Bengal. 

How different the conduct of the Dutch Company f and what amaz- 
ing good conlequences have evidently be^n produced bj^ontrary mea- 
*fures even at the Cape of Good Hope ! Indead of preventing their fcl- 
low-fubje<ds from exiding or living in the interior*country, their policy 
encourages it to the utmod. They have countrymen e;dabiidied in the 
Jhkndyi^rts ap the didaJ?ce,pf .abov^^ fix hundred miles from thcar chief 
; \i 4 ier^, by*a nf^l-regdlfeted |felicfc» a^due adminidration of 
judice, Jlhd the'encourilig^eht of ^rfculturcj *aflided with the im- 
ptdyeii^ts iof Buropean< aitids, the/^^vp I'ondered their colony on 
that^ rocky mountaiu ‘fb abundant in-^ifie,-fcattle, grain, and all the 
fruits of the earth, and upon the whole'tb ^fe^iltiful and floiirifhing, as 
gives occafion for great contparativcT rep^roac^i^n the Ead India Com¬ 
pany of this kingdom. . ‘ 

But not content with the prOhibitkms and redri£Vions of trade luithtn 
the provinces‘of Bengal,* Bahar and OrilTa^ the Governor arrd Council 
of Calcutta, on the 18th May 1768, and we will llippofe aJfo by fhc 
authority of the Court of Direftors, proceeded to piiblifli an * edicd, 
prohibiting not only the Gofflpany’sffcrvants and free mer^iants, but 
every .other European under the Companj^ V protection, as well as ail 
yirmcni’ans and Portugueze, or the defcendanis of Armenians and Por- 
tUguezet from carrying on any trade, directly or indiredly, beyond or 
^without the limits of the faid provinces of Bengal, Bahar and Orifl^ 
and it was therein ordained, “ that if any of the perlbns defcriWi 
“ fhould attenipt to tranfport any merchandize beyond thole provinces,, 
“ all fuch* merchandize-fliould hefeized ^xidi eonfifcatedt and the gomdf- 
“ tabs having charge of fuch contraband trade fliould be punijhed with 
** the utmojl feverity'f* it being intended by the Governor and Coiiir- 
cil, as was alledg^d, that none but the natives of the country CMujful~ 
meit dhd Hindoos) Jhould enjoy tJ^e privilege of that trade A 
'To p'articularize, in a mercantile community, all the grols abfurditics- 
and the injuftice of iiich an order, would be to offer an infult to every 
man of underftanding; we will therefore only repiark, that this order 
principally contributed to the producing of two ruinous effcdls j one, 
the prevention of extending the Company*s fafes of Britifli ^woollens and 
ptFier ftaple commodities of this kingdom^ and the other, bidding to 
the difcoiiragcinent of the inland importation of bullion, by leflening' 
all mercantile connedlions with tlie merchants of the interior, parts of. 

See tills Edi^ at large in our Ap?endix, N** XXIX. page 80. 

HilidofDn,. 
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liindoftln. From whence the Company, or their Governor and Coim- 
cil, could derive thefb powers of* confiication and punifhment,, or by 
whit authority they could deprive of their natural rights, the Arme¬ 
nians and Portugueze eftablKhed in Bengal, who, as well as their fore¬ 
fathers, were*' natives of that country equally with The Mujfulmen and^ 
Hindoos; or with wifat view they wanted to prevent all trade in the 
dominions*bordering upon Bengal, notwithdandiog the Princes of Inch 
adjacent countries permitted, encouraged, and according to the ufages 
«/■ the empiref could not prevent fuch trade, it muft be hard to account 
for, unlefs from privlite ielfifh motives; which latter we are the more 
inclined to believe muft have been the cafe, as the very gentlemen who 
made this reftri<ftive order allb continued their own agents and go- 
indftahs in the interdicted diftriCts. 

In another place wc have already oblerved, that in former times it was 
cuftomary for merchants from all the inland parts of Alla, and even from 
Tartary, to refort to Bengal with little eUe than money or bills to pnr- 
chaib the commodities of thole provinces. A variety of merchants of 
different nations and religions, ftich as Cajhmeerians *, Multdnys, Pa-- 
.tans. Sheiks, Suniajfys, Poggyahs, Betteeas and many others ufed to 
relbrt to Bengal annually, in Caffeelahs, or large parties, of many thou- 
fands together (with troops of oxen for the tranfport of goods) from 
different parts of Hindoft^n ; by which the inland importation of bullion 
into Bengal always far exceeded the whole importation by fea from 
Europe and the gulfs of Perfia and Arabia. Thus, by the bad praClices 
of the Company’s agents and gomaftahs in the interior parts, and by 
thole proceedings of the Company, or their Governor and Council of 
Calcutta which we have now inftanced, all thofc foreign merchants have 
been deterred from approaching the Bengal provinces ; and things have 
come to fuch a pafs, that the whole of that advantageous trade is 
now turned into other channels, and probably • loft ^ to thole countries 
for ever. 

Indeed, as we have before oblerved, the proceedings and orders of 
the Courts of Eaft Iiidia DireClors refpeCling the inland trade of Bengal, 
have, either frojn the ftatc of parties or from ignorance, in general been 
equally deftruClive of the welfare of thofe countries and the real in- 
terells of the Company, with thole of their late Governors and Councils 
at Calcutta. * And in nothing has this been more apparent than in tlieir 

* It was cuftomary for the mei chants of Cafhmeer to go and make even fait in the woods called 
Sunderhund, being at the very bottom of the Bay of Bengal: as may be feen by a letter from the Na- 
CoffimAlly Khawn to Governor Vanfiltart, See Mr. Vansittart's Narrative, Vol. II. 
rgac 167. 
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orders |•e^^)e^ng the trade in felt: Avhich trade, at any rate, has in 
g^eral been looked upon, by mifinformed Baft India 0 ;oc|c-holdc^s,. 
as deftru^I'ive and criminal, though th^ feft is, that tl^e abufe. of 
it only has been (ycb; for the fair and open praAice oHt by all men, 
*cver did, and ever muft contribute to the welfare of the country. 7 h’'^ 
in their letters to Bengal, dated the 8th February*1764, and the ryth 
February 1766, the Cburt of Directors abfolutely prohibited the trade 
in felt to alLEuropeans whorofoevcr, redding under their prot^^on, 
though they ihould trade therein with paying tb^-very utmoft dudes, 
and entirely upon a footing with the natives. They likewife, at the 
fame time proliibited ** trade in all other articles that arc not for export 
and import,** * 

The diftricls belonging to Bengal which produce felt, are only lucb 
places as are wafhed by the influx of the tide from the fea, for about 
dxty miles up the rivers from the bottom of the bay ; where it is made 
by boiling an artiddal bflnc filtrated through prepared earth, by a pro- 
cefs very different from what is prat^ifed in Europe, or in the other 
parts of India. The reader may fee in, the map, ^at the lands iq 
wafhed, are thofe to the fbuth of Calcutta, and acr(^ the bay, fi'om 
Chitttgong to Ballafore, all which, including the provinces of Midni- 
pore and Burdwan, excepting Jeflbre, Roymungul and a few other 
Pergiinnahs dependent on Hoogly, are the lands of the Company's for¬ 
mer grants from the Nabobs of Bengal, pofiefied before the fetting up 
of the farce of the Dewannee. Many of thofe lands produce nothing 
but felt, from which the whole of their revenue arifes: hut from the 
fituatioh of the private trade of the country, as already fhewn, as well 
as, in particular, from the flti£luating tenor of orders iffned at Cal* 
cutta* relative to this trade, none of the natives would, at that time, 
or even fince, -vepture to make felt, unlefs privately concerned with, 
or protected by foipe gentleman of power and influence in the fervice 
of the Company. 

In this fituation of the country, or inifleed in any other; the wifeft 
meafure the Company could purfue, would have been to encourage, 

• • without 

* In confequepcGof repeated orders reedyed from die Court tlw.^yej^r 

apd Council of Calcutta, iu Februarj 1767, iflued a prpctamaiioa, tmwuramug the 
(alt; and upon the faith of this order many of them eng^q in the bumuns, particuli^yin'tHe • 
woods; where it is made ou low grounds which are overooMvd uppu iri^Uigorthe Ganges, after 
the periodical rains- In the mean time tbe i>ew^n or head Baoyin the i^imraor, and the Banyans 
of fome of the other principal gentlemen, who had formed a fodety, and beemne large pnrcl^ers of 
the Committee’s fait (although the fame was exprefsly contrary to the jfoiirth reflation of the Com* 
mittee, of the 3d September 1766) reprefented to the Conunittee, that if the new fair was permitted 
to be brought to market before their own was fold olT, they (hould be ruined by their baigmn with 

I C c ] flt* 
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tfrithdut reftrl^ion, Europeans and others, of all denominations, upon 
engaging tq pay the eftabliflied duties, to embark in the buHnefs of 
falt-making; as vrell,becauie^. Europeans would be more likely than the 
natives to coytrntera<£I, if poffible, the monopolizing fpirit of the fuperior 
lervants of the Company, as for the lake of the confequences which miift 
naturally follow, viz., the great improvement of the revenues of the lalt- 
pergunnahs, and the lowering of the price of fo principal a neceflary of 
life. Indeed it is amazing, that a commercial body of men, like the Eng- 
lilh Eall India Directors, Ihould in any liruation think of prohibiting the 
•free exercilc of trade, according to ellablillied cuftom, in a commer¬ 
cial country, like Bengal; and particularly when even the profperity 
of their conditutents affairs mufl depend on fuch freedom. Every 
prohibition of one fet of men, in favour of another, or the allowing of 
a free' trade in fome articles, and laying partial reftri^lions on others, 
mufl tend to the eflablUhment of mifchiexous monopolies; but when 
^he interdi£led perfons arc the rulers, in a diftant country, of fubjedls 
■totally dependent and made abjecflly lublervicnt, the ifluing of Inch 
prohibitory reflections is encouraging collufions for partial views : ib 
that the very expectation of obedience in fiich cafes becomes not left ab¬ 
surd than the ifTuuig of fuch orders is impolitic. It is moreover, in the 
cafes before us, peculiarly difgraceful; for before the Company made 
■thcnifclvcs Sovereigns there, the worft or weakefl of the ancient black 
Nabobs would not have prohibited even any European in Bengal from 
trading in any particular article, fb long as he paid the full duties, and 
conformed to the cufloms of the laud. It is likewife contrary to the 
fentiments and orders of former«Courts of DireClors ; who, as we have 
Ihewn in our eighth chapter, allowed of all trade in India, on payment 
of the eflablifhed duties, and only aimed at the prevention of the abufes 
of their firmaun-dufluck; which, in faCl, was. all that they could have 
a right to interfere with. 

the Committee. In coofequcnce of this reprefentation, on the I2th AnguA 1767, there was another 
proclamation i/Ined, forbidding'the removal of any new*made fait from the i^ouod where it was pro¬ 
duced. This was a moft ededuat method of preventing the fales of the new-made fait. The i'alt- 
^kers, called Moltmguecs, came up to Calcutta in a body to petition for liberty to remove their fait 
before the fwelling of the river: and the writer has feen above two hundred of them fnrrouud the 
Governor's palanqueen for that purpofe, on the high road, and falling proArate on their, faces before 
him. They w-re referred to the Deviin, though the very man againA whom they complained ; and 
before .they could obtain an order, their fait was waAied Sway. To Aiew the power of a Gover¬ 
nor’s Dewan upon fuch occadons, the rrader muA be informed, that at this very time the Vakeel of 
the Rajah of JelTore, who had come up with the Molunguees, was taken up in Calcutta by the Go- 
nor’s Dew&u, and fent a prifoner into his. own province, under a guard of foldiers, where they kept 
him, under a guard, ’till the Dewtn's bufioefi was accomyikhed. 

As 
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' As to the other late prohibition of* their forvants to -tradp in any ar-^ 
tides but what arc for export and import^ it is a nice di{lind:ion> which 
modern Diredors alone can explain; for aflert .there is not an ardde 

,of trade in Bengal but what is either an import or an expats and even 
the article of fait, now under conlideratlon, is in; large quantities con¬ 
tinually imported from the Marahtah Pergunnahs about Bgllalbre and 
Cuttack, from the cohft of Coromandel, and from Perfia. 

The orders *of the Court of Diredors refpeding duftucks have alfo 
been equally incoiififtent and coiitradidory. At one time they have 
ordered them to be granted to all their covenanted fervants indiferimi- 
nately; at another they have been allowed only to thofe above the 
rank of writers; at this time they have ordered the free merchants to 
be indulged witli them, and at that, they have direded this indulgence 
to be with-held, according to tlie narrow or more enlarged notions of 
the leading Diredors for the time being. 

The trade of individuals in India muft ever be to the Company’s fpecial 
advantage, and cannot affed their exclufive trade to and from Eurc^e, 
but advantagcoiifly; notwithftanding ibme people, in order to Icreen 
their own monopolies, have always endeavoured to make it appear pep* 
nicious to the Company: and fuch prohibitions andreflridions as we have 
juft taken notice of, laid on trade in a commercial country, are; in fad, 
no better than fo many public edids for the ruin of a people : all Inch 
orders therefore muft ever be* evaded, or their effeds will indilputably 
prove fatal. 

Among the variety of iniquitous abufes pradifed in Bengal and the 
adjacent provinces, to the injury ofnndividuals and great hurt of trade 
in general, we may properly rank thofe of the lpurious coinages which 
have been made of late years both in the gold and lilvcr fpccies, cx- 
prclsly contrary, to law, and apparently for fraudulent purpoles. 

The Englifti Eiift India Company are authorifed by cliartcr and law to 
coin the money of the countries of India in which they have their prin¬ 
cipal fcttlemeijts, with the permidion however of the governing Princes 
of thofe countries, and provided that fuch coinages be made equal in 
weight and fineneft to the llandards of the refpedive ftates. 

There are, in the different parts of India, a variety of kinds of gold 
and filver money, which only pafs in general curtency bje^their refpeo- 
tive intrindc values. The ftiindard coinages of India arc called* 
and whether filver rupees, or gold ones, called MoJjIurs, all are efti- 
niated according to their intrinfic goodnefs, in proportion to their 
comparative value of gold with filver. The Battasy on the exchange 
of fuch coins, are made inftrunients of great abufe in the hands of 

[ C c 2 ] the 
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the Shroffs, or money-^ealbrs of all kinds, as hath been iliewn in an- 

otli^^r place. 

The gold mohui^s which w^e ifliied at Calcutta in the year 17^5, un¬ 
der the aiifpigiw of Lord Clive and his Sele£i; Committee, were, by their, 
order, made to |>afs |n value at fourteen flccas, or about fixteen current 
rupees and,one quarter: but their circulation at that rate could never 
be made general; fo that rfiey Occafioned great ‘embarraflhicnts and, 
of courfo, frequent heavy lofles. The comparative value of gold by 
hlver, above'tlie eliabliflied medium, in thefe gold moiiiirs of the Cal¬ 
cutta mint, was laid to liave been originally railed only fix per cent, and 
two per cent, more was added for coinage-charges. 

The ilTliing of them, however, proved the fource of great evils, and 
was very injurious to the Company and the public, though made pro- 
portionably advantageous to jobbers. This over-rating of the value of 
gold foon contributed fo efferiiually to the draining of tliole provinces 
of filVer, that the Directors in England were, under date of the 3d 
February 1768, informed from the Governor and Council at Calcutta, 
th^t it was then difficult to procure filver at that prefidency, in exchange 
even for an hundred gold moliurs.. And under date of the 2 2d of the fame 
month, it was earnellly recommended to them, from the faid quarter, 
** to conlider of fome other means of fupplying China with filver, than 
** from Bengal.” 

Gold mohiirs, at the fame time, for want of filver rupees, were ne- 
celfitated to be lent Irom Bengal to Madrafs, to aiilvvcr the moft prelfing 
exigencies of that lettlement, though it was feen that a very heavy lots 
would attend fuch remittances: and by the fame advices the Diredors 
were farther informed, that the lofs at Madrafs on fuch remittances of 
the gold mohurs from Bengal, had been thirteen per cent, as filver rupees 
would to that degree have better anlwcred. 

The Govemor and Council of Calcutta like wife acknowledge, in their 
laid advices to the Dirertors, that they had been grcatl'j difappointed 
in their views of cftablilhing a gold currency, as with* all their infinr 
ence, it would not pals in any of the provinces, “ fo wedded were the 
“ natives tg the* particular fpccie they bad been accuftonicd to.” But 
they might have faid, with more truth, that the people were nvife 
enough not tp^Juffer themfelves to be cheated in fo grofs a manner, . • 

^ Private advices of a later date have mentioned, that a great trade 
had been carried on in Calcutta in difeounring gold mohurs, at eleven 
per cent, at leall *, which was principally carried on by the Banyans of 
Ibiiie of the EngUfli gentlemen high in office, by means of the common 
Shroffis. Thus the public offices were continulilly ifiuing gold aa^urs, 

and . 
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«nd fome at laaft belonging to them Verc as continnally r<seei?ing quan¬ 
tities of them back again, with a dilcouiU of profit of eleven per fecnc. 
arid thus they went on Ifibing and rccei\<ng, in'fuch a degree of ad- 
• vantage to themfelves, money which had no currency'except within 
■the boundaries of Calcutta; lb that thole who h«d payments to make 
beyond thofe boundaries were necelTitated to *get it cj^changed at 
<b great a lofs by difeount. To fiich afi extraordinary degree wcw 
this fpurious gold coinage dlrgraced at lafl even in Calcutta, chat 
there was once a quantity of them fold at public ai)d;ion, by the autho¬ 
rity of the Mayor’s Court, which produced only ten current rupees and 
one quarter a mqjiur; which, admitting the proprietor had originally 
received them at fixteen and one quarter current rupees each, made no 
Ids a difference than thirty-eight per cent, lofs. 

With regard to the lilvcr coinages of rupees, they are in the fevcral 
parts of India of different values. Arcots, which are die moft inferior 
of genuine rupees, and wliich are now coined as currently in Calcutta 
as in the province of Arcot, are ellimated at eight per cent, better than 
current, or, what is the fame thing, at eight per cent. Icfs than the 
rupees of flandard weight and finenefs, called Siccas^ : and in thil** 
fpecies of Arcots, the Eiiglifli European and Black troops are made 
to receive their pay. 

Among the variety of bale coinages which have been introduced in 
different diftrids fince the fubverfioii of the empire, there is one called 
a Viziery rupee, which is about ten per cent, worfc than Arcots. This 
fpecies was introduced not many years ago in one of the difbiembered 
Nabobfbips, w’iiofe Nabob calling hinllelf Vizier of the empire, in timet 
of diftrds found himfelf neceflitated, for the payment of his troops, to 
iflue this f|iurious coin, which from him has retained the nanae of - 
zicry rupees; aild from the confufion introduced, with the univerfal 
difregard of the Irfws of the late empire, the practice has been too much 
followed lincc, by filch as have had opportunities and want of confciencc 
enough to acqiiirc wealth by fo doing. 

Among thole who have praftifed this fpecies of robbery, the fubffi- 
tutes and dependents of the Englifli Eali India Company have not bee4 
leaft diftingiiiflied ; and we have had even the Ban fans of our military 
gontlemen become mafters of the mints at Ban&ras and fHahjib&d, in 
Avlitch Fizieries have been coined under the very nofc of our^ 

Mogul, not only for the robbing of the poor foldiers, by paying them in 

, * 

• The Murfheilab^J and Calcutta Sicca fliould weigli 7dwt. ligr. and in finenefs jfhould hf 
better than Englilh ttandard at the rate of I4dwt, 7gr. in every pound of filver. 

■ 2 Vizier ies 
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Viziertes mRead of good y^rcotx, tat, as it is faid, even for the pay¬ 
ment of the penfion to the Gf^eat Mog»/himfelt’; who, notwithftandmg 
his titU^ of Kin^ of the Worldl has found himfclf neceffitated to exercile 
Imperial patience, and fuffer the injury unrefented. * 

Whatever propriefy there might be, lince thofe provinces became 
the property of the B'ritifli ftatc, in the Company*s or their fubftitutes 
and dependents coining money in Bengal, independently of the fiv- 
premc executive power of this kingdom, yet certainly, to make coin¬ 
ages that were againff law, becaule not according to the ftandards of 
thofe countries, and to obtrude even government-payments with them 
at fraudulent valuations, muft have been high crime.s and mifdcmcan- 
ours, if not adlually high trealbn; which latter is the only crime that 
by law cannot be tried in India, But furely thefe fliould be confldered 
as praftices that ought effeffually to be prevented in future. 

Upon the whole, it may with truth be aflerted, that the monopolies 
^vhicli have been of late effabliflicd, and thjp^ ruinous prafficcs and re- 
giiKations that have been introduced and enforced in 'Bengal by the 
Englifli Eaft India Company and their fubftitutes with refpei^t to trade, 
are haftening on that deftrnffion of the manufaiftories there which had 
its firft beginning in the irregularities of ufurpingNabobs, and the depre* 
dations of the Marahtahs. They have for leveral years paft been de-- 
creafingtin quality and advancing in price, while many manufac¬ 
turers of all denominations have, by unparalleled oppreffions, been 
driven from their callings and country. 

We have feen all merchants from the interior parts of Afia cfFeflually 
prevented from having any merca’ntile intercourfe with ^Bengal, while, 
at the fame time, the natives in general are in fa<ft deprived of all trade 
within thofe provinces, it being wholly monopolized by a few Company’s 
fervants and their dependents. In fiich a fituation, \Vhat commercial 
countiy can ftourifli ? or who can be at a lofs to acebunt for that de- 


- f By the Gentoo-accounts, the former manufactures in Bengal were incomparably finer than any 
thing now produced. ‘ Thet^was a fott of muflin called Abreeim which was manulaClurcd folcly for 
theufeof the Emperor’s feraglio, a piece of which, coiling 400 rupees, or5ol. ftcriing, isfaidto 
have weighed only five Sicca rupees, and if fpread upon Wet grafs to have been fcarccly vilible. They 
amufc us with tjy® ftorics as Inftances of the finenefs of this cloth. One, that the Emp. Aurengzebe 
was angry With his daughter for ihewing her fltin through her cloaths} whereupon the young prtn- 
^cefs rcmonflrated in her juflification, that (he had feven jamahs or fuits on : and anpther, that in tl^ 
Nabob Allaverdy Khawn’s time, a weaver was chaftiied and turned out of the city of Dacca for his 
negleCI, in not preventing his cow from eating up a piece of AkoeSuf which he had fpread and care- 
Icfsly left on the grafs. 


creafe 
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creafe of the Company?s credit !, and'the great fcarcity^of current 
fpecie in Bengal ? which laft, though greatly promoted of late years by 
different drains, fuch as that of the treafiiites carried out of the provhices 
upon the flight of .the Nab6b Coffiin Ally Khawn, the exportations to 
China and the other parts of India, the fufpenfion of iihportadons from 
Europe, and tha^introdudiion at Calcutta of the above-mentioned over^ 
rated bale gold coin^ yet, as they had their begiftning in, to their con¬ 
tinuance is owing chiefly to the obftrudViohs of the original fprings of 
commerce, .and the great opprelHon of the indufliious part of the 
natives, ‘ • 

While the Company and their fubflitutes, by a fubverfion of the 
rights of mankind, in the unreflraiiicd exercile of every fpecies of vio¬ 
lence and injuftice, are thus fuflered to monopolize, not only the ma- 
nuflidfures but the manufadfurers of Bengal, and thereby totally repel 
that far greateft influx of wealth whicli ufed to ftreani in from the com; 
merce of Alia ; and likewife, by every method they can fafely pradiife, 
obltrudl: the trade of the <^her European § nations with thofe provinces, 
which is the only other inlet of wealth they pollibly can have, and at 
the fame time, while they are continually draining off from thenc^ 
iminenfe Turns annually for China, IMadrafs, Bombay and other places^^ 
tlie confequcnees cannot prove other than beggary and nuin to' thofe 
incttiinable territories. 

Thefc are circumftances that fliould ferve to awaken the ftrohg atr 
tendon even of the proprietors of Eaft India flock, as well as of the go¬ 
vernment ; who fliould pay no regard to the .confident aflertion, tha.t 
fo long as the Ganges runs through Bengal, the inhabitants will not 
quit that country. The Ganges is eqlially, nay more venerated in other 
countries to the northward of Bengal and Baliar, where the Hindoos, 
who are only one part of the people, may equally follow the ri.es of 
Brimha their law-giver: befldes, experience evinces the fallity of liich 
an aflertion. * 

The Company ought not to credl, or fuffer others to eflablifli any 
monopolies in* Bengal j but fliould fe regulate matters as to leek their 
own advantage in the profperity of the country. Such can be the only 
jufl:, the only fale policy to adopt; without which tflat country, with 

, t The Company’s Bengal bonds have been difeounted in Calciftta at upw^r^ of fourteen per 
cent. » 

§ The neceffity of encouraging fuch trade with other European nations on this vew pmciple, and 
JUkcwifc for. other prudential reaibns, was feen and acknowledged even by Lord Clive in the year 
1’.65; as may be feen by bis letter to the then Dire&ors. Authentic Papers concerning 
India Affairs, Pages 28 and 29* 

all 
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all its natural refburces, will fcx^n become burthenfbme, inftead of 

bcinj5 advantageous to the Company or the nation to poflefi. 

Such arc the bad efFefts of ivil caules, which are now operating very 
fall towards the ruin’ of the ’Bengal provinces ; fb evidently, as when 
brought to a fevere teft, which muft Coon be the caft, even Directors 
cannot, nor will dafe to deny. If fucceflive lets bf Direftors have 
been ignorant of thefe fure effefts of cauies, they have thereby fliew’n 
themfelves to be unqualified for their triift ; but if they, were able to 
trace them out, or w'ere timely apprized of the evils, and neglcftcd to 
aft honourably from fiich knowlege, they will have then proved them- 
Iclves unworthy of their truft, and muft delervc to be conlldered as the 
betrayers of it. 

It remains to be leen from the effefts of time, what falutary meafiires 
towards the cure of prelent exifting, and the prevention of dreaded 
evils in future, have been or may hereafter be adopted from the wif' 
dom of Direftors ; but however the temporary proprietors of Eaft India 
ftock, or fuch as have an intereft in the Company’s affairs feparate 
frofii that of the public, may think and aft on thefr matters, it lliould 
be greatly hoped, by every real well-wiflier to this kingdom, that go¬ 
vernment will take the prefervation and improvement of thole Afiatic 
dominions, which it is conceived would be no very hard talk, into their 
inoft ferious conlideration, while there is yet time for making pre¬ 
ventive remedies cfficacioufly to operate. The critical period cannot 
now be far diftant; £b that longer delays may render the application o f 
reftorativc means incffeftual, becaule unfortunately made too late^ 
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C H A P. j\v. 

On the N^TURji niid Defects of the CONSTITUTION of 
the ENGLISH EAST INDIA COMPANY. 

* • • 

O F all pofjtical tyrannies,* the Ariftpcratic is worft^ having ever 
been found, from experience, the moft partial and oppreffive. 
And of all Ariftocracies, perhaps a trading one is leaft endurable, 
from being moft likely to abiife power; as was frequently verified in 
ancient times, and in later ages has been practically exepiplifted in 
Venice and Genoa. 

The Dutch Eaft India Company is Ariftocratic in its executive; but 
then it is the fubjc^l: of a Democratic Trading-ftate, which has eftab- 
lirtied fuch effedual checks on all entriifted operative powers in India, 
as ferve fully to prevent both executive opprellion, and the raping of 
iiidividuais. 

The Engliili Eaft India Company was originally intended to be a’ 
merely trading community, being firft inftituted by Queen Ellzai:>eth's 
charter of the 30th December 1600, exprefly “ for the honour, of the 
“ nation, the increafe of navigation, and the advancement of trade and 
“ merchandize witliin the Britifli dominions; /or the increafe of the 
** Riches of the People and the Benefit of the Commonwealth^* And in¬ 
deed this Company, by its conftitution, is as unfit to exercife Sovereign, 
authority, as by the conftitution of die kingdom it muft be unqualified 
either to acquire or poflefs it. 

The Company arc inftitutionally a Democratic body, the fiipreme 
power, even over the management of their commercial concerns, being- 
placed, at large,‘in the Jiands of all proprietors who have Hve hundred 
pounds ftock : and fo entirely popular is tlie government of this com¬ 
mercial comnftuiity, that any nine proprietors who are qualified for 
voting at their meetings, or general courts, can at any time require 
and procure the alTembling of the whole body, for f^iecified bufinefs; 
wliere a majority of tlic members are entitled to demand whateyer in- 
fcH'mations or iiifpet^ions they pleafe; to regulate dlvidetidft,^o eftab- 
lilli bye-laws and refolutions, and to order their being carrfbd into 
execution by their fubftitutes, the Twenty-four Directors, who are annu¬ 
ally chofen; provided fuch regulations be conformable to the Company*! 
charter^ and not repugnant to the laws of the kingdom, 

[ D d ] 
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Such is the eonftitution of this incorporated cotnmuntcy} which is 
(uitable to the nature and ^nds of its inftitution, being the employ** 
ment of the joint ftdck in commetcc, to their own advantage, and at 
. the fame time to the benefit of the ftate. The excluffive right of trade 
granted to them for the fake of encouraging a hew and important 
branch of commerce that might prove beneficial to the kingdom, «rid 
wliich was not likely perhaps, at that tipic, to be properly undertaken 
or profecutetl on any other conditions : and this in is the only 
coniUtiTtional reafon that could ever be advanced to authorize the grant¬ 
ing of fuch exclufive I'ights by charters. While tins incorporated body 
of merchants, therefore, were profeciuing trade in p^irfhit of their owm 
intereft, they were likewife to be confidered as a£ling in truft for the 
public, under the protection, infpection and controul of Government; 
becaufe, like that which is carried on between Great Britain and every 
other country, tlie commerce with India is the commerce of the ftate. 

So long as the concerns of the Company continued purely commer- 
citil, and while in India they were fubjcCl to the controul of the Indian 
Governments, the powers they were entrufted with, under the autho¬ 
rity 4md protection of the Crown of Great Britain, for the government 
of thole lettlements wliich they were authorized to eftablifti in fndli 
remote countries, for the better carrying on of their trade, might be 
confidered as fafe and requifite. The ftake then principally hazarded 
was the property of a trading community, who had no other views or 
expectations than of the profits arifing from their commerce, in their 
management of which there could be little pretence for fjovernnient’s 
interfering; though it muft be confeffed the power wliich tlie Company 
were authorized to cxercife in India was, even loon after their firfl 
ellablifiiment, too frequently abufed by grofs aCts of injufticc and opprcl- 
fion; fuch as appear to have been Ibcccftively continued down, with 
great increafe, to the prelent times.. 

But the circumftances of this Company have within a few years paft 
hecome gi:eat]y diftcrent from what they were, or coi.ld be forel'cen 
either at the firft grapt, or on any renewal of their charter. By the forces 
of the Company, in conjunction with thole of the Kingdom, inimenlc 
territories have been actpiired in India. And though ot right they can 
only bcidhg to the State, yet hitherto they have been with-held by,’ or 
•rather have been farmed to the Company, together, in faCt, with the 
p'erlbns and rights of their numerous inhabitants, lor a rdpulatcd an¬ 
nual confideration : fo that the Company now poftcls and cxercife in 
thofe territories, not only all their prior commercial privileges, btit 
Tikewile all the powers of defpotic Sovereignty, equally over their fellow 

European 
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IJnropcaii fubjedls and thfe hclplefs fubdlied Afiatics; there being no 
coims of juftice, in thdfe countries, that are eife^ual for tlie due pro-, 
teftion of either. \ : 

The following are tliercfore now bcconie interefting obje^s of con- 
'fideration. Wh^lier the protection and gaverniwcnt offnch extenfive, 

. .populous and \Vealtby provinces as may be faid* to conftitute a great 
enfpirc, and the mniwgeinent and appropriation of a yearly* revenue of 
feveral miUione lierling, can jviiely or lafely be intruded, as pre- 
Icnt, without adequate checks on the part of the Crown and People, to 
the care of a llnciuating, democratic community'of traders ; compofed 
not only of the native fnbjeCis of Great Britain, but Jikewile of aliens 
of all countries »nd religions ? And fuch confidcrations, as thele are 
the more neccBary at prefent, as the very ftock pf tiiis Company, with 
all the powers and rights annexed to it, may, in cfFeCf, be cngroflecl 
combining proprietors. From what we have feen, it may even be appre¬ 
hended, that one man might obtain the command of the Company, by. 
dint of wealth perhaps acquired in its iervice ; and by a dextrous 
management of fplit ftock, among temporary proprietors, get voted m 
his own favour, whatfoever he plcafed. Even foreigners may combine,, 
and by engrolling much ftock, perhaps influence fuch meafures as, 
would endanger the Afiatic territorial pofleftions, and therewith the 
India trade of this nation. At a critical leafon they might poflibly be 
made inftruments for even diftnrbing the peace of Europe, and thereby 
cxj>ofc to hazard the future power and welfare of this kingdom. 

Whatever view we take of the coiiftitution of the India Company, to, 
whom thofe ^ndian territories, and^with them no inconsiderable por-. 
tion of the national influence and power in Europe are intrufted, it; 
muft appear, that fuch poflefiions are of too mucli confeqiience to be 
abandoned to twenty-four Direftors, wlio, it may be feared, are on 
in.any accounts bjLit ill qualified for the entire management of. concerns 
of fuch infinite importance, being generally eleftcd by the combina¬ 
tions and iittrlgue.s of a few monied men, who may be ariuated by no 
better motives than the acquifition of power and influence to thera- 
fclves, and of rapid fortunes to their families, depejidcnts and crea¬ 
tures. And indeed the general prevalency of the Uoufe-Lijis of candi- 
d/itcs at Eleftions for Direeftofs, and of Houfe-^^ions^ carried , by the 
HoufcholdTroopSt at moll of the general courts, might lerve t«»j^onvince 
us, that thofe Minifters of the Company, after-they are fo cholen, be* 
come in. reality its Mafters; though perhaps on fame occafions they may 
a<ft as the mere, tools of fuch individuals as Iielped to exalt tlicm^ and 
who in fo doing had their own diftinft intcrefts in view. 

[ D d 2 ] But 
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But whether the Directors a€t ut\der the influence of others or not, 
when we confider what they have at their difpofal both in England and 
India; where there is fo mui^i to beflow, and conlequently fo mucH 
to acquire in the civil; rtiilitary and maritime departments ; fo many 
jjreferences to' be given in a variety of employments,', and likewife in 
almofl all kinds of dealings; where the whole quantity of flock is lb. 
limited, and of courfe the number of proprietors qualified for votifig 
fo fmall; while the requifitc property for candidatefliip for the Di¬ 
rection is fo ificonflderable, in comparifon with the many advantages 
that may be reaped, and the gratifications tliat can be conferred ; and 
when it is farther confidered, how much India flock ufually belongs 
to foreigners abroad, to women, minors and fuch propi-ietors as are not 
qualified for voting in the aflemblies of the Company; when we con¬ 
fider all thefe circumftanccs together, the proofs daily given of the un¬ 
due influence poflefled by the DircCIors over the general body of voters, 
can excite in us no wonder. 

Thus, though in conflitution the Company is a Democracy, it is, 
frorfi corruption, become in pradlicc a mere Oligarchy. A majority of 
the twenty-four Dire<flors can exercife fuch defpdtic powers as operate 
without limit both in Europe and Afia ; not only over the property of 
that refpeCIable body the real Proprietors (which ought ever to 
be diflinguiflied fif’om the cabals of the avaricious and ambitions) but 
likewife over the fortunes of all men who engage in the Company’s 
fcrvice. And this power they no lefs cxercile over the people, the re¬ 
venues, the internal trade and external commerce of a very confider- 
able part of India, than over whty: they for lb long a tipie have pof- 
fefled, the whole traffic of this kingdom with the eaftern quarter of the 
globe. 

Yet great as we know the power of DIretflors to be jn Europe, we 
likewife know, that there have been, and may believ^e there flill arc 
fuch delpots in the fcrvice of the Company abroad, as dare not only to 
interpret the orders of their employers as may beft ferve their own pur- 
pofes, whether in the ehablifliinent of fuch monopolies as are grievous 
th the native people, ^jurious to trade and freedom, and greatly hurt- 
ftfl to the Company; but even peremptorily to diljuite their moll ablb- 
lute injunftions, and 4 ikewife to abufe the powers which are only in,- 
trufted tic them for good purpofes, by grofs perverfions of juflicc, vio¬ 
lations of law and eftablifhed cuftom, arbitrary and unconflitiuionnl 
ajijjHcations of military force, and even the exercife of wanton tyranny 
for the worft of purpofes. At the fame time we behold the impotcncy of 
power, if the expreflion may be allowed us, or the force of what is 

4 worfe. 
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worfe, to be luch on this fide of the oceaA, that not one delinquent in 
India is brought to juftice in Europe*: nor do we hear of any'kind of 
redrcls having been ever otherwife than rWudlantly granted, by Difcc- 
tors, to llich unhappy people as had been barbdrouily trampled on, 
•wantonly perfccuyd, cruelly ftripped, exiled, or evcil ruined ; not 
_ oi )lv without proved guilt that deferved punifiiment, or without trial oF 
m 5 ^fclnd, but even \\(ithout fo much as the open hccufation of a mif- 
ctemeanor! While, on the contrary, we hdve feen the*very opprcflbrs 
of innocent men, not only carefled, but even alibciated hi the Direc¬ 
tion foon after their arrival; while uncommon inxJullry has been ufed 
to ftifle accufations, or even to bear down, by power, the fuffering 
complainants of injury and opprefiion. Jnfiances of conduct, which 
have lerved to remind the generous and humane, of the pro-confiilar 
ravages that were praiitifed in the Roman provinces, and of the appli¬ 
cations that were afterwards ineffectually made eitlier for juftice or re- 
drefs, to the temporary Directors of public affairs in Rome, the feat of 
iiniverfal empire; during the laft, luxurious, corrupt and rapacious ftages 
of that once glorious, but then degenerated and finking Common weajy:h. 

Since their aflliming the Dewannec, the views confequent of conqueft: 
feem to have fo engrofled the attention of this Company, or rather of 
thole who aft for them, that they appear to have been as regardlcfs of 
the true commercial interefts of the kingdom as they have (hewn them- 
Iblvcs inattentive to afts of juftice, on complaints of the \5r0rft abuiear 
of power; for, notvvithftanding the great increafe of their dominion,, 
power and influence, there has been little, if any increafe in the fales 
of Britifli woollens in Bengal. The Turkey trade in this branch is 
known to havc'grcatly declined of late years, infomiich that the clothiers 
who inanulafture white cloths have principally depended on the exporta¬ 
tion to India, and arc quite at a ftand when the India Company fail in 
the quantity ufuMly exported by them. The trade in broad-cloths from 
hence to India is all, except in the mcreft trifles, ftri^tly prohibited to 
all dependents^on the Eaft India Company, from tlic general praftice, 
which indeed is common to all monopolifts, not to clog markets with 
comnioditics, in order the better to fupport their prices. Ncverthelefs,. 
witliout the abilities of confummate politicians, oV even the knowledge 
of the moft experienced merchants, fuch regulations might be made, 
and liich undertakings encouraged as would loon double 'Sh/^ialcs of 
broad-cloth, and the other woollen manufafturcs of this kingciOTS?-H» 
Bengal: and certainly nothing could be more laudable than the pur- 
fait of every juft nieafiire that coultl be invented to encourage and hi- 
crcalc tlie confumptionuof fucli atiides. 

A Icnfible 
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A fcnfil>lo writer not lortg took on himielf the talk of repre- 
fenting the ncccllity there had become of feparating the territorial and 
coniniercial powers in Bengal as much for the fccurity of the Company 
as the advantage of ‘the dare. His fentiments concerning the Com¬ 


pany were the following. “ Tliat it is itfelf a fubje^h pollcUing neither* 
** fiipreme legiflativc or judicial anthority over its ch;'n inflitution of 
“ fellow fabjt'ds, fol’the government of thofe dpminions ; which 
** prefentativc It cun nciihcr properly direct, reftrain, controul, or 
“ infpecl ; n©d iliat fuch a Ihbftitiition is, therefore, ablolutc, defpotic 
*‘ and arbitrary in execution of its fovcrcign trulh That theCom- 
** pany is a S..»vereigii in the capacity of a merchant, and accordingly 
“ there in that tiouble capacity; and that thoie who acV under 
** them are dcipot:. and merchants, as well for thcmfeivcs as the Com- 
** pany: which are circumftanccs that nnift prove dellrutflive to a coni- 
** mercial country. That, being a fubjeef, depending on the goverii- 
“ ment of the country in which it refides for its own protection and 
“ exidence, it is totally devoid of that quality which condkutes the very 
“ fiid and being of government, which isprotetJUon.” 

He then proceeds to defcrU>c the Company’s artificial government of 
Bengal, which is by pretending to hold an office under the Mogul, 
who was in fact their prifoner, unacknowledged as fuch but by them- 
felves, thole under their inducnce, or fuch as have like motives ; and a 
Nab6b without power, who is dependent on them for I’npport. Of 
thefc, but more particularly the latter, and of the bafe ufes they make of 
him, there needs no more to be faid here, but that he is forced to cover, 
and too frequently, in effecT, to perpetrate’even the mod unwarrant¬ 
able addons, 


He reprefents the real government of that country to be in the hands 
of young European fervants to the Company ; on wliofc proceedings 
the government of this kingdom appears to bedow very little attention, 
while they are fubmitted to by the natives wirli the mod timid refig- 
natioii, and are but little under the controul even of their maders, tlic 
India Diredtors; becaufe many of them may be dippoled to depend 
chiefly, for fuppprt, on their intered at home. But Ihotild the very 
word punidimentin the power of Diredlors be inffidled on a Governor, 
or other great and fupcelsful man, which is difmiilion from the fervice, 
it is biitpi'kat he was prepared for: being ready,” fays our writer, 
eftibark with a princely fortune for his mother-country, where he 
fcts the Company at defiance; iecing, that in an ordinary court 


• The Author of The Trv* 4 iaRM. PoWjflwd ttj Almn io 1770. 
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** of juftice they can convift hini of toothing more than an error of 
** judgmentJ** \ , 

Having already treated of the prcient llate of Juftice in Bengal, we 
• iliall only here obferve, that with relpeifl to criminal Juftice, the Go¬ 
vernor and Couwcil are, in fa£l, the parties to prolecute, the magi- 
"Jl-r^tes to impnfon, the judges to ientence, the* Sovereigns to order 
execution, and fueft defpots in authority,, that no grgnd or petit jury 
dares venture*to difoblige them ; while for declftons relpefling property 
they have, we have before fliewn, the appointing of the judges, 
who decree without juries, and likewife tlie power of difplacing them 
on any exhibited complaint made to themlelves, which it will readily 
be fuppoled they can with facility at any time procure- So likewile 
they can caule what kinds of juftice they pleafe to be executed on the 
unprotected natives ; and Qiould any of them, againft the will of their 
arbitrary rulers, but dare to avail themlelves of their right to appeal to 
the laws of England for juftice, they can, and do forcibly deliver them 
up into the hands of their creature of a Mock-Nabob, who (as the 
writer laft quoted oblcrves) pundlnaUy and literally executed his 
orders. And tiuis (continues our author) we find this (liadow of a 
** Nabob ferves to cftectually exclude the natives of that country from 
" the privilege of the Englifli laws.” 

With refpeCT: to commerce and internal trade, wdiich are the chief 
foiirces of wealth and power to a nation, as they likewife are of pro- 
fjjcrity to individuals, the v.'holc of both, in Bengal, are in cftcdl mono¬ 
polies, either in the hands of the Company or thole of its Icrvants : the 
former, from 4 )cing the only mcrcbiwit or commercial importer and ex¬ 
porter, is of conrfe the excliilive buyer and feller'from or to Europe, 
on felf-prelcribed coiulitions, at Icaft as far as regards Britilli com¬ 
merce ; and likewife is greatly prclcriptive, in effedl, with refpect to 
the reft. The advantages of one buyer over many lellcrs, and of one 
Ibllcr over many buyers, is no other than die acquifition of a doubly- 
monopolizing* power over the property of a whole people, and there¬ 
fore dangerous alike to the welfare of individtials and the profperity of 
a country ; but of courfe muft prove greatly mcji’e lb*when united, as 
at prefcht in Bengal, with unlimited ibvereignty. 

• rcfpedl: to tlie latter, we mean the fervants of the -Company, 

they dire6dy or i'ndiredly monopolize whatever branches diey'pjeale of 
the internal trade of thofe counlries, whether of provifions and the ne- 
ccjflTaries of life, or the raw materials for maiuifa^uring: in which kinds 


* The Ti^ve AL.iRM. Page 33. 
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of commodities, without full irecctom of dealings, wo country can ever 
he fiiadc, or kept profperous # nor will a trading one in fuch a iituation 
long fiibfid; .j as, if ^jeedy rlmedies be not opidied, the Company and 
this nation mwft, and will N'cry.fbon CKperience, in.the fatal effects of, 
the evils refniting from flich a conduct, on tlie maiiiH^fturcs, revenues 
and trade of the Uibjtclcd Bengal provinces. 

Many of the*evils under* which Bengal has laboured for fbmc years 
part, as we obfcrvtd in anotlK*r -^lace, may truly be faid, in a 

great iiicafure, to have originated in Lcaden-hall-ftreet, from the igno¬ 
rance, or worfe, of Diredors ; from the continual changes and fludtuat- 
iiig ftatc of that Court, as well as of the General Couyt of Proprietors ; 
and for want of a permanent lyftein of government adequate to tlie 
altered ftatc of the Company’s affairs in thofc diflant regions. No 
ftronger proof can be given of the defe<riive conftitution of this Com¬ 
pany, or of the incompetency of the Courts of Directors, than the very 
necfcflity which the prefent Court have thought tliemfclves under of 
haying rccourfe to the expedient of fending Supervifors to India ; which, 
after all, unlefs a iyftem be adopted very different from any we have 
hitherto feen, will mofl probably prove as ineffcdiual as every other 
merely temporary expedient has done in India affairs, or any others. 

The temptations to and the opportunities which the fituatioii of the 
Company have afforded of late years for the fudden acquifition of wcaltii 
and power, both at home and abroad, have been great and numerous, 
and filch as few men have the virtue to witliftand; while they have 
Icryed to eftablifli a variety of interefls, combating eacli other, among 
all ranks of perfons intereffed in die fociety, diftind: from all prolpeds 
of advantage from the joint trade, and even often repugnant to tlie 
interefts of the nation. While fuch continue to be the fituatioii and 
g;ovcrnment of the Company, it will be contrary to reafon, the nature 
of the human paffions, and indeed of all experience, to expect other 
management, or other confequences, let whatever fet of men be in the 
diredion of their affairs, either in England or India. Uj^on the whole, 
the Company, in its prefent fituation, may be compared to a ftupendous 
edifice, ftiddenly^ buik on a foundation not previoufly well examined or 
fccured, inhabited by momentary proprietors and governors, divided by 
different interefts oppofed to each other; and who, while one fet of them 
i&.£> 7 Uil 6 ading the fuperftrudure, another is undermining its foundations. 
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CHAP. XVI. 

O* O N C L U S I O N. 

A fter fo ample a difculTion of the various fubjedls «f thefe (lieets 
under diftinft heads, we fliall now proceed to draw certain im¬ 
portant conclufions from the whole, and then fubmit a few curlbry ob- 
fervations to the ^oniideration of the public. 

It may be deemed ridiculous in any man to fuppofe, that a far-diflant 
country will be long kept in peaceable fubje<Jlion by any other ties than 
jufticc, humanity and convenience. Even ancient Rome, when (lie 
was miftrefs of the world, could not, with all her armies, fecure the 
peaceable fubinillioii of any diftant provinces, and particularly thole of 
Alia, under a rapacious and opprelfive government. By no means, 
but fuch as are attracTive of good-will, can hundreds keep themlclves 
in fecurity againft millions, nor will any fuppofed difference in the na¬ 
tural, or acquired vigour of mind or body, warrant opinions of fafety 
againfl fuch odds in numbers. 

After perufing the feveral cafes and accounts of tranfadions which 
are contained or referred to in the preceding chapters, the reader will 
hardly entertain a doubt, whether the mere will of power has not been 
the foie rule of jullice in Bengal, either with relpeft to dominion, pro¬ 
perty, perfbnat fafety, or the infli^lion of punifliments next to death ? 
or whether the Prefident and Council, or whatever kind of junto has 
of late years been appointed to rule at Calcutta, by the Court of Di- 
reflors in Londoh, have not there exercifed fuch unbounded defpotifin 
as was wholly incompatible with the laws of this kingdom, thofe of 
humanity, or fuch as would be thought intolerable even in Turkey or 
Barbary ? 

It can no longer be doubted, that the pretence of gpverning Bengal 
by a Nabdb, under a Great Moguls is a moll fcandalous impoiition* 
thole puppets of fovercignty being no other than penfioned inllruments 
ofimpollure and tyranny; wliile the annual charge upon tlic revenue 
for the fupport of thole pageants in fway, has at one time been abbVlS 
a million fterling; though perhaps thofe deductions from the Com¬ 
pany’s income have been made, in no inconliderable degree, a fund in 
rcverlion for the private purles of the governing Europeans in thole 
countries; and while the wretched, innocent natives, bereft of every 

[ E c 3 protection 
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prote^lion from the juftice of jheir, own country, have thereby ahb been 
effeftually deprived of their ittdifputable right of appeal to the laws of 
this kingdom, againft the rifling iervants of the Company or thofe de¬ 
pendent on them. 

It has been clearly made evident, that for the laft |fix years part: very 
oppreffive monopolie| have been eftabliOied by the chief Iervants of tly; 
Company in Bengal and its ^dependencies ; fo that* not only the whole of 
the inland trade, W'hich was ever free by. the conftitution of tlioie coun¬ 
tries to all whb would^pay the eftabliflied duties, but even the very coaft- 
ing trade, in many particulars, have alike been made jobs, and partially 
tngrofled, to tlie obftrudlion and injury of the many, for the enormous 
advantage of the few ; that the monopoly of the inlafid trade, as now 
exercifccl on account of the Company itfelf, is become the moft grievous 
and oppreflive of all others, as it is under the fandion of their pur- 
chafes, that all oppreffions in this department are effected ; that fuch 
monopolies exclude even the very natives from all free trade, whole 
fituations are rendered the more infupportable, as tlie very public re¬ 
gulations made for the eftablifliment of thole ruinous monopolies, arc 
pretended to be made for their benefit. It is true, that fome appearance 
of freedom in exports has always been preferved in the llibje<ftcd Bengal 
provinces: but yet there have been fuch obftru^tions and embarrafl- 
ments in dealings, and fuch mohopolizing'of workmen, as long ago oc- 
caitoned great complaints to be made by the French, Dutch and Danes. 
The caules of them ftill cxift, to the great grievance of the people, and 
the no lels injury of the country; while Ibme of the known confe- 
quences of thofe evils have been, 4 ;he lofs of foreign trade on tlic back- 
parts of the provinces, from which great wealth* was formerly derived 
to them ; the lelTening of a fimilar refource from the trade of the other 
dilgiilted companies, and fo great a fcarcity of money in circulaiicn, 
as, if the draughts from thence for China and the other parts of India, 
be continued, will loon leave thole provinces in want of a fufficicncy of 
fpecie to ferve even as a mediuin for dealings. 

Nor lels apparent has it been made, tliat power, law and jiiftice, as 
well as trade, all operate as monopolies in Bengal; by which means 
the manufatlories are going to deftruftion, and population is dccreal- 
ing, to the great lehbning of the revenues of thofe countries ; while tjie 
veryjicvenucs have been fo milmanaged, walled, or mifapplied, as. to 
make even the poflelfion of empire menace the Company with dillrels, 
if not ruin. 

Ecptally certain has it been made appear, that every principle of true 
policy has been inverted in pra<flice, not only to the unlpeakable iniury 

" of. 
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of the natives, but the efFe£lual difebUraKement, nay ruin of European 
fettlers ; though on the moft ample prote^ion of tlw former all prbfiJC- 
rity muft depend, as freurity will, in a great meafure, on the enoou- 
.ragement and increafe of the latter. Our firft aflertioji* is. felf^vident; 

• and in foMe degree the other has been heretofore experienced, when 

• the .trading fettlers,. as well as the civil fervants, *011 feveral occafions 
voluntarily took up arms in the caufe of the Company.‘Lord Clive long 
ago * in formed^lbeCourt bf Direftors, that no dependence could ever be 
placed on the powers of the country for any thing but treachery, and,' 
lliould a favourable occafion Offer for it, the worft of all treatment. 
And indeed, in fpture times of war and danger, it may be found im- 
poffible for the Company to keep up European forces liifficient for all 
kinds of fervice, in the conquered provinces, without promoting the 
free emigration of Britilh ftibjefls to India. 

On the principle of defence, therefore, it would be the higheft \yi(i 
dom in the Company to give every poffible encouragement to their 
fellow fubje^Is at all times to go and fettle under their protccifioi:^ in 
Bengal: as an exteafive population that is interefted in the defence of 
a country, muft naturally be its moft fafe and cfFetftnal fupport; as 
well againft foreign invaders, as ftich natives as may be inclined to re¬ 
volt. But we have feen the oppolitc policy, with rclpedl to thole coun¬ 
tries, uniformly purfued abroad ; while the prefent Diredors, contrary 
to former pradice, have adopted a lyftem of even difeouraging the 
emigrzffilon of free merchants and free niarlriers to India ; which ftioulcf 
we attribute to ignorance, it would be luppofing them unqualified for 
the dire<ftion; dud if to defign, it might be coiilidered as aii indireft 
accufation of their wilfully favouring fucli monopolies and abufes', at 
are ever the fruits of the worft kinds of government; nay it might even 
lead to the fuppdlition, that fuch abufes could be made the means of 
ferving the purpofes of Diredlors as much at home, as they have been 
known to do thofe of their favourite fubftitutes abroad. 

The double governments for Indran affairs, fince the acquifidon of 
the important territories which were fubdued by the fubl^eds and forces: 
of the ftate, have been equal abfurdities on both liaes of the globe. It 
is even difgraceful to the nation to hold them un^ler fuch flimfy dife 
guiles as pretended grants of official contra<fts from merely nominal 
Princes, unknown to, and unackilowledged by ev«y power in the 
world, except flich as make or wifli to make the feme temporary ufcs 
of them, as the Englifh Eaft India Company have done. There is fome- 

'* See AvTiiBiiTtc Pipsas concerning India Apfaibs, pages 29 to 31, &c« 
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thing exceflively ridiculous in|the*very idea of veiling a body of mere 
.traders with unlimited fovereigii-authority, and fetting them between 
the real Sovereign and people of this kingdom, and two mock Sove¬ 
reigns and tlie whole people of the Bengal provinces, to play fecurely^ 
their own game of adyantage, to the prejudice of all tlie other parties, 
unlefs their .date pageants in India, who at lead get priricely incomes by 
aiding farcical charaiders. . • *• 

No real Iccprity; cither to the Company or kingdom, can ever be 
derived from nominal. Nabobs, or Moguls : for if their grants have not 
full force, but are difputable, they have had immenfe annual dipends 
paid them to no kind of purpofe: and if the authority they have been 
made to adiime be of real efficacy in India, or Europe, then mud fuch 
grants be not only redimable at pleafure, but even transferrable at will, 
and of courfe at any time obtainable by the national rivals or enemies of 
fJrcat Britain, for pretences to attack her in, or deprive her of fuch pol- 
feffions; whether as territories, farms, official contracts, or employ¬ 
ments. Such dilguifes, therefore, are not more inefferiual than they 
are dangerous; and could only have been contrived for temporary 
coverings to deceit and inipodure, though their tranfparcncy dilcovers 
apprehenlions that dilgrace the nation, and may furnifli pretences to. 
pthers for quedioning that right which would otherwife be thought 
clear. 

When the Portugueze acquired their fird territorial podedions on tlie 
coads of India, their Kings diled themfelves, as they continue*»yet to. 
do. Lords of the commerce and navigation of Ethiopia, Arabia, Perda,. 
and India : and we know of no nation’s ever difputing 'thofe titles, or 
their right to any territories they had obtained. Innimierable are the 
indances of podeffions gained by conqued, and likewife even by 
treachery, that were either never conteded by other* nations, or clle 
vrere rclblutely maintained by power againd all oppftfition. We well 
know how the Dutch and Spaniards got their pofl'dfions in Alia and 
America, and likewife how fpeedily they enjoyed them'in peace, with 
an undilputed title of right. By whatever means the Ead Indiaiv 
provinces were' obtained by the Company, they now arc inclifputably 
the Property of the State : and as there is no perfoii in India who can 
claim them as his right, lb is tliere no power in Europe which lias any 
right-to difpute His Majedy’s title ta them both by conqued and peace¬ 
able pofleffion. The political edabliffiment in Bengal, in the year 1765, 
was therefore as unneccllary, as it has lince been experienced to prove 
pernicious; and certainly, if continued, it will be found inede^lual for 
the purpofes pretciKled ; and the afFe<^led fears with regard to foreign 

powers,. 
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powers, on the avowal of EngliOi Soveileignty over the dpnqiiered pro^ 
vinccs, which were then fo induftriouflj infuled into the minds of Pi- 
redtors, were. evidently as groundlefs and idle as they mod probably 
were inlincere. 

With regard to any appvchenfions that might be entertained concentr¬ 
ing the eftcid likely to be produced by the Sovereign’s avowal of his 
ri^it to thofe dominions, and taking th^ adminillrntion of their Go¬ 
vernment undj^ his immediate care, on conftitutional conflderatlons of 
endangering public liberty by fuch an addition to crownMnfiuonce ; the 
lame reafoning will hold good againft all future cftablidiments from new 
difeoveries; and if it had been formerly admitted, this nation would not 
now have been fn poflelfion of its North American and Weft Indian Co¬ 
lonies, with the immenle advantages rcllilting from them.- 

The Sovereign of Great Britain is now an Aiiatic Potentate, more 
capable perhaps of annoying or prote^Vmg than any other Power of the 
Eafl; fo that His prefent objedts fliould be far fuperior to thole of merely 
fupporting the monopoly of any particular community of traders, who 
perhaps are no longer necelTary for lerving even the ends for winch 
they were incorporated.. The queftion now is not limply, if an incor¬ 
porated exclufive Company can carry on the trade to and from the Eaft 
Indies to greater national advantage than the whole fubjedls of Great 
Britain at large ? but it comprehends^wothcr, which is,, if one, two, or 
at moft three nien (for it is well known there always is fuch a junto of 
leaders in the Committee of Correfpondence) from among twenty-four' 
Diredtors annually chofen, who are moreover embarralled with- their 
own as well as the Company’s commercial affairs can, at the fame time, 
govern or condudl thje Sovereignty of large wealthy and populous king¬ 
doms, at fuch a diftance,, to greater national fecurity and- advantage 
than the King,. Eords and-Commons of Great Britain ? 

Without enteuing into a dilcuflion of the firft queftion, upon which, 
after the mimberlels tradls that have been publillied for an hundred and 
fifty years paft, nothing new can now be laid, we will however venture 
to alTert, that with refpedf to Bengal every argument in favour of that 
monopoly, which was formerly ufed with fome t appearance of realon,. 

while 

• 

* * The reafoning of Sir Jofiah Child upon this fubjeft, to wherfe Opinions on Trade fome hare 
juftly given great weight, was as follows; 

It has for many years been a moot cafe, whether any. incorporating of merihants be for 
*' public good or not. 

“ For my own part I am of opinion, 

« ift. That for countries with which bis MajcAy has no alUapce, nor can have any by reafon of 
“ their diftance, or barbarity, or non communication with the Princes of Chriftendoai, &c.. 

“ where 
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.whil^Hihe trade tliither depend^ upon th^ country* powers of HindoHIr^ 
aiot ^nly falls to the ground no|^ that the EngUfli are Isecome Sovereigns, 
4 )Ut militates with double force againfttheii^ontifiuance of (uch exclufive 
trade to thofe fubjeOe’d countries, where perhaps it would not only bfe , 
right to lUy the trade opeh to all Britifli fubjc^ls, but likewife politic, 
under certain limitations, to encourage 'as. much as p6flible even the 
ihips of all other European ngdons to frequent tholfc Indian poits. But 
whatever may be the fentiments of individuals on tbis^int, with re- 
ipe£lf to-the ic6ond queftion, it will be generally granted, that a com¬ 
mercial country with a delpotic Sovereign who is the only merchant, as 
is, in fad:, the prclent condition of Bengal, muft be in a fituation the 
reyerfe of profperity, that of fwife approach to min: and if it be ad¬ 
mitted, that all refources which this nation can hope to reap from thofe 
fiibjeded dominions, muft depend entirely on their profperity, it will 
then follow that there is become an abfolute neceflity for the Britiftl 
legislature to feparate the Merchant irom the Sovereign, for theprcfcrva- 

.tion of both. 

< 

'* where there Is a neceility of maintaining fenres and forts, (fuch as £aft India and Guinea) 
Companies of Merchants are abfolutely necclTary. 

2d. It feetns evident to me, that the greateft part of thofe two trades ought, for public good, 

“ to be managed by joinc*'ftock. 

** 3d. It is quefiionable to me, whether any other Company of Merchants are for the public 
** good, tir hurt. 

'<^4th. 1 conclude, bovrever, that aii reftriflions of trade are nought; and, confequently, that no 
Company whatfoever, whether they trade in a joint.Aock, or under teguladob, can be for 
public good, except it may be cafy for all or any of bis Majelly’s fubjeds to be admitted 
■ into ail or any of the faid Companies,' at any time,. for a very inconliderabie fine; and that 
*' if the fine exceed 201. including all charts of adtoillion,, it is too muclf.'* 

Discourse of Trade, Chap. III. 

Such was the reafonlng of even Sir Joliah Child, who having for fevcral years been Governor of 
«the Eaft India Company, muA be fuppofed to have been as favourable to the caufe of the monopoly 
as any prefent Leader the Company naturally would be* But from Sir JoCah’s conduA in the- 
tnanagemcot of the Company’s affaiis, there is farther reafon to conclude he w^ not the moli impartial 
of judges upon this piAnt. In the year 1691, upon the death of Sir John Child (a relation of Sir 
Jofiah’s) a Mr. John Vaux fqccecdcd to the Government, of Bombay. . Mr. Vaux had been book¬ 
keeper in England to Sir JoHah Child, and by the influence of his patron had heyn appointed judge, 
in civil aflalrs*: when Sir Jofiah, ifter reminding lum* of favours, admonifhed him to prafiifc feverity. 
towards'^ rtiaTe who fliould dare to queftion tte Company’s power over Ebgiifli fubjefls in India; 
adding, that be expcAed,j&» or^rr /hould be ( 4 >feryed. and. obeyed.ai.Jaws. To which Mr. Vaux- 
replying, thkf he, grateful for all paft favours, would ftfive to acquit himfelf with integrity and 
juftke, vefolving the laws of his country ftiould be the regulators of his co^ud. Sir Jofiah angrily 
anfwered him, “ 'rhsrt he expefted his orders were to be rules to him; .aqd not the laws of EngJantf, 

which were a heap of Bonieofe, compiled by a few country gentlemen, Vrho hardly knew how 
*' to make laws for the good government of their own private families, much lefs for the regulating • 

• of companies and foreign commerce.”——” I am the more particular” (continues our'Author)in 
‘ this account, becaufe I faw and copied both t'hofo letters in anno idgd/whcaMr. Vau.X and I were 

• prifooers at Surat, on account of Captain Evory’s robbing the Maul’s great ftiip called the 

• Cunjway.'’ See Alexander Hamiltom’/ Account t>f ^e EAst Injjies, vol. I. page 232, &c. 

printed in 1727. .. 

2. ‘When- 
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Whenever }uftlc^ aad peHbnd'lec\ii|tyi are mide. by an 

. equitable of'Ck>veniifient throughout the Beiigal provinces, 

. the. immenfc capitals of many of the Xt^dians,. which arc now locked up,. 
will be all inMnediately and openly employed in conimarcqi to the great 
'.benefit of thofe countries, and, eventually, of ^his kingdom^ There- 
would be (bon no want of money to anfwer all the hohed* purpoies of 
.die' hufbandinan, thte tnanufaOurer, the dealer, or the merchant: fo 
that inflead oi^ay^ng the wonderful powers of thofe coigatries <^amped 
and rendered ulclefs, and in danger of being ruined or loft, as muft 
ether wife foon be the calc, an ample field would be opened for the moft 
ftrenuous exertions of all human abilities,, which would fbon put thofe 
provinces on the* moft fiourilliing footing, to the great advantage of the 
Britifli State. 

Such laws as are requifite for thofe felutary purpofes, a mere mono¬ 
polizing Company can never have power to make, nor perhaps ever 
will have the vigour or inclination cffecftually to execute. 

Whatever lures, the Diredlors may now hold out to the nation^ in 
.applications for a new charter of juftice, and otlier pretended fahitary 
regulations, by whicli they would appear to atone for paft mifcondiid^, 
it may be proper to recollecl:, what the effcdls proved of their obtain¬ 
ing the laft charter ■ I' juftice as wc may from thence conclude, with- 
jrclpedl: to another, that under t)ic pretence of remedying one defe«ft,. 
a iliouland nev./ evils will be introduced. Even the chief fervants of 
the Company ;ibroad, while things are fuffered to remain on their pre— 
jent footing, v .11 be continually infnfing into the minds of temporary 
Dire«ftors at l»uie opinions that are •erroneous, on the view of favour¬ 
ing fiich fchcnies as thf y will be continually contriving for the lerving 
of themfelves. We do not mean here to condemn prdniifcuoufly all 
the fervants of# the-Company abroad, among whom there are feme 
Gentlemen of the greateft henour. and integrity ; but that does not in¬ 
validate our general conjetfturc, which is jiiftified by the experience of 
what has paft of late years. Nothing therefore but the eftabliflimcnt, 
by Pai'lianient, of the ftrongeft conftitutional checks on the executive 
power in Bengal, can ever fecure to the natives, •or to diofe who fettle- 
there under Britifh proteftion, an equitable and^honourablc Adminis¬ 
tration of Govermiui^t. 

It is a faft well known abroad, that the late minifter of France, the 
Duke de CJioifeul, gave up as totally Qverfet, alibis fehemes regarding 
the Eaft Indies, upon his fift hearing a report,, current in the year 
1768, that the Crown of Great Britain was going to take into its Hands 
the government of the territorial poflefliona held by the Englifli Eaft 

India: 



1^4 CONSIDERATIONS 

India Company. It was the Jnly%hing the French then dreaded ; It is 
the thing which they now moil wifti to fee delayed, till they have an op¬ 
portunity of ftriking. a couf d*€clat in thoie regions: and it is the only 
meafure which, can fecure the happinefs of the many millions of his 
Majefty*s Adatic iubjp^ls ; the ample refources which might, by proper 
management, be drawn from thence, in an uninterrupted channel, for 
ages to this nation, or even the poflciTion of the‘Very territories them- 
iclves, or of ^y advantage whatfoever from thofe ppfi^ons. 

Whatever may be determined by the wifdom of the Britifli legiflature, 
-the following powers, as exerciled by the Company in Bengal, it is 
humbly conceived, muft be taken from them, to prevent their deftroying 
themfelves. 

Firjl, The power of obftru£>ing, perverting, influencing, or inter¬ 
fering with the due courfe of juftice. 

Second, The afllimed power, in all cafes, of feizing their fellow-fub- 
jcfts, and of imprifoning, and tranfjporting them to Europe 

, without trial, or any form of legal procefs. 

Ithird, All powers of oppreflion through the pretended conntry-Na- 
bobs; and under their cloke of obftru< 51 :ing, fettering and 
monopolizing the inland trade in Bengal ; which is no way 
rcquifite for the carrying on of their exclufive trade to and 
from India, in an equitable and beneficial manner, but on the 
contrary, is totally repugnant thereto. 

Fvurth. The power of preventing any Britifli fubje<T whomfoever 
from going to rcfide or cftablifli himfclf in India, who is de- 
lirous thereof, and willhig to fubmit to the lafVs of the com¬ 
munity. 

To efFcft in part, the firft and third of thefe falutary rcftri^lions, 
without which the inhabitants can never be fccure either in perfon or 
•property, the following are fubmitted to the confidcralion of the public, 
^s hints of wliat will be neceflary. 

iff. To render the Mayor’s Court of Calcutta totally ?ndependent of 
the Governor and Council. 

2d. A Court of Apjieals to be eftatdifhed, independent cither of the 
Governor an^ Council, or any other power in India. 

3d. A certain number of the members of the Court of Appeals, of the 
Mayor’s Court, and of the Company’s Council, to be conftituted 
Juflices of the Peace .and Joint Commiflioners of Oyer and Ter¬ 
miner and General Gaol Delivery. 

4th. Not to confine the jurifdi^lion of his Majefty’s Courts, as at pre¬ 
lent, within die Marahtah Ditch which lurrounds Calcutta, but 

to • 
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SWw^i Midniporc, Cbittigong, JC^acoa, ^atna>. Gaflwbaz 4 r|, 
&c. where ^thc n^tvea (hpMld have the ikme facsil^y of o,i^. 
taining jufUce agatnft SviiCopea^ <^ppre({br»tor thqir ^geots^ aa 
- In, the capital' iettlement of Calcutta* ^ 

Kotwitbdandiug what lntere(l;jed pe^fona. may alledge, in ordfer tp 
baffle this laft m^fTfeceflary regulation, that it woiild introduce cou^ 
fion, and be impradtcable, from the religious tenets and cuftome of,the 
natives, we a0ert titat there would be no confuiion or 'inconvenience 
whatever from it, •provided fbpic very fimple regulations were made, 
flicb as neither £aft India Dire<^ors, nor the Legiflators of this Kingdom 
can want information of, whenever they arc ferioufly inclined to eftab- 
lifh a right fyftem of judlce for the government of Rengah 

The inhabitants, w!\o, .as we have obferved, are groaning under the 
moil unbounded defpotifhi, would receive any fuch regulations wkh the 
utinofl; joy: and it may rationalfy be hoped* that (hole we have ah'cady 
hinted at would at lead put a flop tep the mofl hurtful enormities, tiU 
the Britirh governtnem could be enabled to Judge of th^ir efficacy,, or 
btive time to form a fyftem, fuitable to their own wifdom,^ that might: 
prove as lading and efte^lual as could rationsdly be expeded from an^ 
human inftitution. 

The fccQud power we have mentioned, as aflUmed hf the Compapyr 
would naturally be abolifhed by the regulations already recomn^ended.^ 
But in order to nrevent this fpecles of kidnapping in India, which has 
been* hitherto prafHfed by the Company, Under the pretended fandliois 
of the legiflature, ibmethliig more is iieoe(lary.> 

By an*a<d of the jifl of Charles the Second, eutltlied, *** /in aCt for 
** the better fee wring the liberty of the fnh^o&t and for prevention of' 
imprifonments beyond the feas** it was enabled, that if any inha- 
bitant of England ihould be feized, imprilbned, tmni^rted, or lent a 
prUbner into any places beyond the foas, contrary to that a^l,. every 
fuch impriibniment fhould be adjudged illegal, and die party aggrievefi 
might) thereupon maintain an adion, dr adions df mlfe irnprifoiimene,. 
againft the peribn or perfbns who imprifbned him, or agfaloft any 
perfon or perfiins that fflould frame, contrive, write, Ccal,, or cciunter- 
lign any warrant or writing for filch commitment, detainer, impfifon* 
mept, or tiianl'portacion; or fhould be advifing, aiding, or affifting in 
the fame,. or any of them; and the- plainti^ffi, In every fuch adion, 
diould have judgment to recover his treble tofis^ bdides damages; which 
damages, fc to be given, it is enaded, fbsH Mi be Icfs than five hunr 
dwe^pomds. In wluch adlon, no delay, flay,* or flop of proceeding, 

[ F f ] by 
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by rule, order, or command, nor no injun£lion, prdteftlon, tJT privi¬ 
lege whatlbevejr, nor any more than one imparlance ftiall be alIo%ved, 
excepting fuch rule of the court wherein the action (hall depend, made 
in open court, as fliidl be thought in jultice ncceflTary,. for Ipecial caufe 
to be exprefled^ in the faid.rule. And tht ferfon or ferfonj v.j-fjo jhall 
knowingly frames contrive^ writer fealy or counterfign any warrant for 
fneh commitment, detainer or tranfportation, or flialY'lb commit, detain, 
imprilbn, or tranfport any perlbn or perfons contrary to this aci, or be 
nny ways advijhig, aiding or affijiing therein^ being lawfully convktcd 
thereof, patl be dijabled from thenceforth to bear any office of trujl or fro~ 
fit within the faid realm of England^ or any of the dominions thereunto be¬ 
longing, And jhall incur and Jujiain the pains, penalties and forfeitures 
limited, ordained and provided in and by the jiatute of' provifion and pne- 
munire, made in the fixteenth year of King Richard the Second, and be in- 
€apable of any pardon from the King, his heirs or fucceffors, of' the J'aid for¬ 
feitures, Ioffes, or difabilities, or any of them,'* And it is well known, 
that the 43d article of Magna Chart-a runs thus. “ No freeman 
fliall be taken, nor imprifoned, nor difleized, nor outlawed, nor ex¬ 
iled, nor deftroyed in any manner; nor will we pals upon him, nor 
condemn him, but by lawful judgment of his peers, or by the law of 
the land.” 

i While fuch, therefore, continues to be the avowed prafticc 01 tlu rJiift 
India Coinj^any in oppoiition to the letter and fpirit of the fnml.ini.' i)tal 
laws of this countiy, it would appear that Britons v\ho go out i<‘ Itidia in 
theirfervice, and who fliould rather on mat account beeniiilefi t-., every 
indulgence, on the contrary are made toforlrit the privileges of tieu- birtii- 
right by luch emigration. The lolles and hardfliips iblfered by a lubjecl 
(cized and brought away by force, and the bad con fequeiices there¬ 

of to the community, from what we have already (liewn, mull be allowed 
to be an hundred-fold greater than thole fuftained by a perfon's being 
kidnapped in England, We have alfo in another placr* fliewn, that the 
ufe of this power is even contrary to the true interells of the Company, 
as the free excrcile of the Britilh laws in India mull be the belt check, 
and perhaps is the only controling power which they want, or can 
have over their own luperior (ervants. There is therefore, for the fake 
of public credit aud feenrity, not only a necelfity for formally declaring 
all fuch fcizurcs and tranfportations illegal, but for cltablKliing fuch legal 
penalties and foiTeitUrcs, upon the plan of the adl already quoted, as 
fliall elfeClually prevent fuch opprelfions in future t and it is prefumed 
the Britilh legillature, after being acquainted with the enormities prac- 
tifed in Bengal, as fet forth in thefe pages, willlie willing to withdraw 

their 
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their pretended fan<flion from fuch praJflice, and to declare, their dis¬ 
approbation of the Company’s feizing, impriibning, tran^rting *and 
, ruining their fcllo#‘*fubje^8, unaccufid 2Lnd unheard. 

The fourth power poflefled by the Company, which iff that.ofpreVenlr 
ingBriti^h fubjeifirs from going out and eitabliflimg themfcives in India, 
is alRJ^like unneceilary, and repugnant to the* real inttn*efts of the’ 
fubjccled coimt^ies and this kingdom. Inftead of preventing > or dis¬ 
couraging Europeans, on the contrary, every encouragement ilioiild 
be given to them to go out and en;al)li(h theinfelfes in India, as well for 
their being the moll natural fecurity of the conquered countries, as for 
the indrudion bf the natives in the European arts, in the cultivation 
and manufaduring of all the articles produced in thofe countries, in 
almod every one of which there is room for great improvements by 
fuch means. The Company ftiould, therefore, either be deprived of 
this power totally, or at Icaft be obliged, without die power of a nega¬ 
tive, to jicrmit every perfon’s going out who fliaU apply for leave, un¬ 
der certain equitable regulations. ; 

I'he foregoing are only confitlcraLions and'hints, which the writer of 
tlicfe (heels, as a fincere wcll-wilhcr to this Kingdom, hath prefumed re- 
fpcdfuily to fubmit to the public, to be improved on by thole who may 
know better than hinifelf what is fitting to be done. It is now the turn 
of Great Britain to avail herfelf of thofe advantages which a Icrics of 
Ibrtuuatc circumflances have dirowii in her way. She has as yet in her 
pollelfioii the prime part of Hindofldn, which, with proper manage¬ 
ment, migli^ be rendered the richcll jewel in the Britifh Crown, by 


beljig made an inexhaiillible four^e of cxteiifive commerce, maritime 
power and national wealth. She has in full view before her, the rocks on 
which her predecefibrs have fplit in India, the imminent dangers to 
which flic is at^prefent expofed ; and perhaps llie has no time to lole in 
preparing to cfcape them. 

It docs ngt require the gift of prophecy to foretell, if the affairs of 
the Company in India, but particularly in Bengal, continue to be ad- 
miniflered for a few years longer in the manner they have been forfome 
years paft, that thofe countries will be irretriei^bly fuined, and the ex- 
alperated native muft feek their own relief or revenge, by Infurrcdions 
and maflacres. If therefore the Legiflature fhould longer with-hold their 
effbdnal proteaion and paternal care from the opprefled Afiatics, they 
will hazard all the relburces whidi Bengal at prefent may be faid to 
offer to tills Kingdom; and if the Proprietqrs of Eaft India Stock fliould 
refufe their cffeaual and hearty concurrence in every falutary mca- 
fure for the relief of the native inhabitants, they will juftly delbrve to 
, fuffer 
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fuffer^the lofs orfuch of tb^ir p^opei^ty «I8 d(»{>ends on thetnido and po(^ 
leiiion of th^dSengadUVovl^Ots. » ‘ ' *• 

Were there even ^iifbilky of IntepeAs of the Incflii OotApitay 
aii 4 the Hap^nefs and Profpenty of the Natives of thofe countiies which 
are, under their dominion being repugnant 'to each other, the advan* 
cages derived from the conpe^ion would be of very fhort duration. 
Hnmaoity muft revolt at the thought: The Honou^^of "this Country 
never can confentr for^thc paltry eonfi^^^tloo of a (hort-lived pecuni¬ 
ary emolument, to efFe<fl the devaftation of flich rich and fertile coun¬ 
tries, and the extirpation or ruin of fo many millions of civilized, inof- 
/enliye and induftrious inhabitants ; or'to iherifice cholb folid and per¬ 
manent advantages which might be derived to this country fifom a pro¬ 
per Syftem of Government.——-—Thus mu^h Is due from the Writer to 
ihofe Diftrefled People, to whole unrellraioed induftry he chiefly owed; 
that Fortune, of which he has been deprived'by the C^preflion of the 
Eafl India Company. 
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C OPY of a Treaty between Colonel Robert Clivcj on the part of the 
Englidi Eaft India Company, and Serajah al Dowlah, Nabob of 
Bengal, in February 175,7. 

Signed MUNSUR AL MULUK SERAJAH AL DOWLAH 
SHAH KULY KHAWN BAHADER HYBUT JUNG, 
Servant of King ALLUM GUEER the Invincible. 4 

LIST OF DEMANDS. 

I. That the Company be not molefted upon account of fuch Privi¬ 
leges as have been granted them by the King’s firmaun and huibul- 
hookums, and tlie firmaun and hulbulhookums remain in full Force. 
That the villages * which were given to the Company by the firmaun, 
but detained from them by the Subahdars, be likewife allowed them ; 
nor let any impediment or reftri^Iion be; put upon the Zemindars. 

Agreed to according to the tenor of the firmaun, 

2. Tliat all goods belonging to the Englilh Company, and having 
their duftuck, do p^ft freely by land or water in Bengal, Bahar, and 
Orifla, without paying any duties or fees of any kind whatfoever; and 
that the Zrcmindafs, Chokeydars, Guzerbauns, &c. offer them no kind 
of moleftation upon tliis account. 

It is agreed to. • * 

^ 3. That reftitution.be made the Company of their fadories and fettlc- 
menfs at Calcutta, Cofiimbazar, Dacca, &c. which have been taken 

* This means thirty-feven villages contiguous to Calcutta, which the Company applied to the Em¬ 
peror Furrukhfeer, in 1716, ioxUberty topurchafe from the Zemindiara. They were not given to 
the Engliih by that Empetor, but it was only allowed them to purchafe the fame: however, the Ze¬ 
mindars in Jaffier Khawn’s time would oot part with them, and they wae at hft moIUy wrefted from 
them by fraud and violence. 

. A from 
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from them. That all money and ciFcfts taken from the Englifih Com¬ 
pany, their fadors and dependents, at their feveral fetdements and 
aurungs, be yeftored in the fame, condition. Tliat an. equivalent in 
money be given for fuch goods as are damaged,, plundered, or loft,, 
which (h^ll be left to the Nabob’s jufrice to determineu 

Whatever has been fe/zed by the Qvuernment Jhall be rejloredv^^'' 

* 

4. That the Company be allowed to fortify Calcutta in fuch a manner 
as they fhall efteem proper for their defence, without any hindrance or 
obfrru(ffion. 

It is agreed to. 


5. That ilccas be coined at Allen agore (Calcutta) in the fame man¬ 
ner as at Murfliedabad, and that the money ftruck in Calcutta be of 
equal weight and hnenefs with that of MurHiedab^d. There be no de- 
yiand made for a dedudlion of batta. 

It is agreed, that huilion imported by the Compare be coined into Jiccas. 


6. Tfi^at thefe prOpofals be ratified in the ftrongeft manner, in the 
prefence of God and his Prophet, and figned and fealed to by the Na¬ 
bob and fome of his principal people. 

In the prefence of God and his Prophet, thefe articles are figned andfealed, 

y. And Admiral Charles Watfbii and Colonel Clive promife in l>ehalf 
of the Englifh nation, and of the EngliCh Company, that from hence¬ 
forth all hoftilities fiiall ceafe in'Bengal, and theEngliih will always re¬ 
main in peace and friendfliip with the Nabob, as long as tlicfe articles 
are kept in force, and remain unviolated. 

On condition that an agreement under the Companf s feal, and fgned by 
the Companf s Council, and fworn to according io their religion, be fent 
me ’, I agree to the articles which I have counterfigntd. 

Signed ,AEZ AL MULUK MORAD AL DOWLAH NOWARISH 
ALLY KHAWN BAHADER ZAOOER JUNG, a Ser¬ 
vant of King ALLUM GUEER the Invincible. 

MEER IAFFIER KHAWN BAHADER, a Servant of King 
ALLUM GUEER the Invincible. 

RAJAH DOOLUBRAM BAHADER, a Servant of King 
ALLUM GUEER the Invincible. 

Witnefs, Mohlndar Narrain, Canongo, 

Witnefs, Lucid Narrain, Canongo, 


Agreement 
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Agreement of the Company, iigncd by the Governor and Com¬ 
mittee, the 9th February 1757. • ' 

• • • „ 

We the Eaft India Company, in the prefence of liis Excellency the 
NabokAJwpfnr al MuJjak Serajah al Dowlah Shah iCuly Khawli Bahader 
Hybut Jung, vjjlazim of Bengal, Bahar, and'Orifla, by the hands* and 
Seal of the council;' and by firm agreement and folemn atteftation, do 
declare. That the bulinefs of the Company’s faftofies within the jurilr 
didiion of the Nabob Oiall go on in its former courfe: that we will never 
opprefs or do violence to any perfbns without caufe; that we will never 
offer protedion to any perfbns having accounts with the government, 
any of the King’s Talookdars or Zemindars, nor murderers, nor rob¬ 
bers ; that we will never ad contrary to the tenor of the articles agreed 
to by the Nabob: that we will carry on our bufinefs as formerly; and 
will never, in any refped, deviate from this agreement. 

Agreement of Colonel Clive with the Nabob, the 7th February 1757. 

I Colonel Clive, Sabut Jung Bahader, Commander of theEnglifh land 
forces in Bengal, do folemnly declare, in the prefence of God and our 
Saviour, Tliat there is peace between the Nabob Serajah al Dowlah and 
the Englifli: they, the Englifh, will inviolably adhere to the articles 
of the treaty made with the Nabob: that, as long as he fliall obferve 
his agreement, the Englifh will always look upon his enemies as their 
enemies; and, Vhenever called upon,* will grant him all the afliflance 
in their power. 


Noll. 

• 

Copies of perwanahs from Serajah al Dowlah, Nabob of Bengal, 
granted to the Eaft India Company, for ere ding' a mint at Cal¬ 
cutta, and for the currency of their bufinefs ; with a copy of the 
, Nabob’s diiftuck, dated in March 1757* * 

Perwanah for duftucks from Serajah al DowIah> dated 9th of the 

Moon Rajeb. 

The Englifh Company’s goods have been carried backward and for^ 
ward by land and water, always through the provinces of Bengal, Ba- 
' A a har. 
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har, and Orlfla, by the duftiick and leal of the faid Company, by virtue 
of the King’s Urmaun, which is alfo now confirmed by me.' Take care, 
on no pretence to interrupt their carrying their goods backwards and 
forwards through all the chokeys wliatfoever, and not to demand any. 
ghatbarry^ mangon^', &c. according the King’s firmaun. Let them pais 
and repais without receiving a lingle cowrie from any of thc'fr*people; 
and interfere not 'luitb the EngliJJ) Companfs gomajlahs an an) acccounty 
but rather ta^e care, that through all your diltricls their bufinefs be not 
obftrudted in any way. 

Fifteen perwanahs of the lame tenor and date were granted under the 
feal of the Nabob Serajah al Dowlah to the Rajahs an*d Zemindars. 

Perwaiiah under the feal of Nabob Munfur al Miilnk Serajah al Dowlah 
Bahader Hybut Jung, dated 9th of Rajeb (31ft March 1757) in the 
3d year of the glorious reign Mohunlol, 

^ All goods belonging to the Englifli Company, which by virtue of the 
royal mandate ufed to pafs and repafs with the faid Company’s diiftucks, 
by land or water, through the province of Bengal, Bahar, and Oriilii, 

I have at this time granted a free currency to, in the fame manner, and 
with the lame privileges as formerly: it is necelfary that your Excellency 
write to the officers at Dacca, Chittigong, Jugdea, Akbarnagur, Silhett, 
Rangamatty, Cliilmary, and Malmiudabad Purnea, that they fuffer the 
fame goods to pals up and down the rivers without any moleftatioii 
or impofition of ghatbarry (a ta:^ laid upon boats) or gny other articles 
forbidden by the royal court; nor exadt the fmalleft fum from them, 
nor any ways opprefs the Company’s gomallahs or dependents. Let 
them be pundlual in this diiftuck. 

Under the leal of the Nabob Serajah al Dowlah, &c. dated (about 
the 9th March 1757) 17th Jemniade Sauni, the 3d year office 
King’s glorious reign. 

* 

To all Fowzdars, Zemindars, Chokeydars, and overfeers of the w.ny of 
the provinces of Bengal, Bahar, and Orilla. - 

All goods belonging to the Englilli Company, which by virtue of tlie 
royal mandate ufed to pafs and repafs through the foregoing provinces, 
by land and water, w\th the Company’s dullucks, I have at this time 
granted a free currency to, in the fame manner as formerly, and with 
the confirmation of their former privileges. Let all goods, having the 

Englilli 
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Englifli Company’s diifluck, pals as before, up and down thef river, • 
Aviibouc*any moleftation or impofition of ghatbarry, or any other articles 
forbidden by the royal court; nor exa£i the fniallcft fuin from them, 
nor oppi'cls thoi Company’s dependents* In tips be punclual, and a(Jt 
conformably to this writing. • • 

Perwanmi of tlie Nabob Serajah al Dowlah to the honourable Com¬ 
pany, for creeling a mint injCalcutta. 

From the date of the firft of the moon Shaban, the fourth fun ficcas are 
begun to be llainpt, and through all the miiit-lioulcs the new liccas of the 
fourth fun arc coined. Take care and cred: a mint in Calcutta (called Al- 
lenagorc) and Aamp gold and lilver rupees out of the bullion and gold 
imported by your nation, of the weight of rupees of gold ajid filver 
coined at Murfhedabkl,. under the name of Allenagore (Calcutta) flialL 
you coin your money, it fliall pals for land revenues, 6cc. and nO|body 
will alk or let any batta upon diemonly take care not to coin the 
gold and liivcr of other nations. 


N° III. 

Copy of a Treaty between Colonel Robert Clive, on the Part of the 
Englilli Eaft India Company, and Mcer Jaffier Ally Khawn, upon 
the Colonel’s placing that officer in the Nabobfliip of Bengal in 
June 1757. 

I fwcar by God and the Prophet of God, to abide by the terms of 
this treaty whiHl I have life *. 

Signed* MFER MAHOMED JAFFIER KHAWN BAIIADER, 
Servant to King ALLUM GUEER.^ 

1. Whatever articles were agreed upon in the time of peace with the 
Nabob Serajah al Dowlah Miinfur al Muluk Shall Kuly Kliawn Bahadcr 
Hybut Jung, I agree to comply with. 

2. The enemies of the Englifli are my enemies, whether they be In¬ 
dians or Europeans. 


• Thefe words were wrote m his own hand. 


3. All 
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3. All the efFe£ls and fa^bories belonging to the French in the pro¬ 
vince of Bengal (the Paradife of Nations) and Baliar, and Orida, fliall 
remain in the poflelfion of the Englifti, nor will I ever allow them any 

more to fettle in the Three Provinces. 

« 

4. In conCderation of the lofles which the Englifli Company have 
furtained by the capture and .plunder of Calcutta by the Nalwbj'Tlhd 
the Charges ocegdoned by the maintenance of the forces, T will give 
them one crore of rupeey. 

5. For the effe^bs plundered from the Englifli inhabitants at Calcutta, 
I agree to give fifty lacks of rupees. 

6. For the eifecis plundered from the Gentoos, Mufliilmen, and other 
fubjeebs of Calcutta, twenty lacks of rupees fliall be given. 

7. For the cffc6bs plundered from the Armenian inhabitants of Cal¬ 
cutta, I will give the funi of feven lacks of rupees. The diftribution 
of the fnms allotted the natives, Englifli inhabitants, Gentoos, and 
Muflylinen, fliall be left to the Admiral and Colonel Clive (Sabut Jung 
Bahadcr) and the refl of the Council, to be dilpofcd of by them to whom 
they iliijik proper. 

8. Within the ditch which furrounds the borders of Calcutta arc 
trails of land belonging to feveral Zemindars ; befides this, I will grant 
the Englifli Company fix hundred yards without the ditch. 

9. All tlie land lying fouth of Calcutta, as far as Culpee, fliall be un¬ 
der the Zeinindary of the Englifli Company, and all the officers of thole 
parts fliall be under their jurifdidion. The revenues to be paid by them 
(the Company) in the fame manner with other Zemindars. / 

I o. Whenever I demand the Englifli affiflance, I will be at the charge 
of the maintenance of them. 

% 

11. I will not erecl any new fortifications below Hoogly, near the river 

Ganges. • 

12. As fbon as I am cftabliflicd in the government of the Three Pro¬ 
vinces, the aforefaid film*? fliall be faithfully paid. Dated 15th Ramzan, 
in 41)1 year of the reign. 

Additional Article. 

‘ 

13. On condition that Mcer Jaffier Khawn Bahader fliall folemnly ra¬ 
tify, confirm by oath, and execute all the above articles, which the under¬ 
written on behalf of the Honourable Eafl India Company do, declaring on 
the holy Gofpels, and before God, that we will aflift Meer Jaffier Khawn 
Bahader with all onr force, to obtain the lubahfliip of the provinces of 
Bengal, Bahar, and Orifili; and further that wc will aflift him to the 

utmoft 
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ntmoft againft all his enemies whatever, as loon as ie calls upon us for 
that end ; provided that he, on his coining to be Nabob, fhall fiilfil the ‘ 
aforefaid articles. 


N* IV. • 

% 

Copy of tlie General Sunnud from the Nabob'Meer JaffiefAlIy Khawn, 
for the currency of the Company’s bufinefs, and relative to the 
mint, dated 15th July 1757. 

To all Mutfeddees, prefent or future, allNaibs, Fowzdars, Zemin¬ 
dars, Cliowdrys, Canongos, ike. Servants of the government in the pro¬ 
vinces of Bengal, Bahar, and Orifla. 

Know, tliat by the royal firmaun and hufbiilhookums the Englifli Com¬ 
pany arc pardoned (IMaaf exempt) from all Duties ; therefore I write, 

Tliat whatever goods the Company’s gomaflahs may bring or carry 
to or from their fadlorics, the aurnngs, or other places, by land or by 
water, with a duftuck from any of the chiefs of their factories, you 
fliall neither afk nor receive any fum, however trifling, for the fame. 
Know, they have full power to buy and fell; you are by no means to 
oppofe it; you are not to recpiire from the Company’s gomaftahs, the 
mangons, or any other of the Zemindar’s impofitions. 

The Con'ipany’s gomaftahs (hail buy and fell the Company’s goods 
ivithout the intervention of dallalSf unlefs the gomaftahs are fatisfied to 
employ them ; you are to aftift them on all occafions wherever they buy 
or fell. Whoever a<fi:s contrary to thefe orders, the Englif? have full 
pov>cr to puniflj them. If any of the Company’s goods are flolcn, you 
are to recover the very effects ftolen, or make good their amount. Any 
merchants or others, on whom the Company have any lawful demands, 
you are to lee that the lame be paid to their gomaftahs. Take care 
that no one wrong or opprefs the Company’s gomaftahs. You are not 
to require or ftop their boats on pretence of the ghatbarry or other 
duties on boats, whether they be the Company’s own boats, or boats 
liired by their gomaftalis ; you are to give credit to the copies of all the 
funnuds to the Company under the Kazy’s leal, without retjuirlng tlie 
original. Any of the Company’s debtors running from tlicm, you arc 
not to give them protection or plead for them, but are to clefner ilicin 
uj) to the Company’s gomaftahs. 1 he Fowzdary-cliargt s, impo- 

fiiions 
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Ikicns of the Fo^jzdars, which are forbid by the King, you fliall not 
* demand of the Eiiglifli, their gomaftahs, or inhabitants. Whenever 
the Englifli Company dcfire to fettle a new fa(ftory, befidcs thofe they 
are already poflcfled of in the provinces of Bengal, Bahar, and Orifla, 
you arc to give them fovt) begahs of the Kin^s land. It' any of the Eng- 
‘ lilli Blips arc \lriven by*bad weather or wrecked in ^ny of the jports or 
other places, you are to aflift dieni all in your power, and t/j^ that tlie 
goods arc reftored to the Company ; and you are not to require the 
Choutan )y &c. which the King has forbid. 

A mint is eftablifhed at Calcutta; coin ficcas and gold mohurs of 
equal weiglit and fincncts with the ficcas and gold mohnrs of Miirflie- 
dab,\d. They (hall pafs in the King’s treafury. 

All that 1 liave wrote muft be done; do as I have wrote, nor afk a 
new funnud every year. The 27th of the Moon Showall, and 4th of 
the King’s reign, being the 15th of the month of July 1757. 


No V. 

Copy of a Perwanah from the Nabob Meer Jafllcr Ally Khawn, for the 
currency of gold and filver coined in the Company’s mint at Cal¬ 
cutta. Dated the 28th July 1757. 

To the High and Mighty, the bold and valiant Commanders, the 
greatell: of Merchants, the Engliih Company, on whom may the 
King’s favour reft for ever. 

A mint has been eftablifhed at Calcutta; continue coining gold and 
filver into ficcas and mohurs of the lame weight and ftandard with thofe 
of Murfliedabad; the impreffion to be Calcutta ; they (hall pafs current 
in the provinces of Bengal, Bahar, and Orifla, and be rece'fved into the 

treafury ; there fliall be no obftrndVion or diflicultyfor Cujfore -Under 

the feal of Fidvee Allnin Gueer Badflia Gazee, Sujah al Muluk Hofl'am 
o Dow la, Meer Mahomed Jafiier Khawn Bahadcr Mahabut Jung, nth 
Zilcade, 4th of the King’s reign. 


N** VI. 
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t ‘ 

^ Copy of a perwanah from the Nabob Meer Jaffier Ally Khawn, dated 
the 20th Deceinbcr 1757, relative to the Zcraiildary of the lands 
fouth of Caelutta, granted to the Company by the treaty with the 
faid Nab^„ 

% 

Perwanah for the granted lands. • 


Seal of the Nabob Jaffier Ally Khawn. 


1170. ALLUM GUEER, Emperor, fighting for the Faith, his devoted 
MEER MAHOMED JAFFIER ALLY KHAWN 
BAHADER SHUJAH AL MULUCK HOSSAM O 
DOWLA MAHABUT JUNG. 

Anno 4, 


Ye Zemindars, Chowdrys, Talookdars, Muckaiidiims, Recayahs, Mor- 
fawrcaiis, Mootawettawahs, of the Chucklahs of Hoogly, and others fitii- 

ated in Bengal, the terreftrial Paradife.-Know, that the Zemindary, 

Cliowdrawy, and Talookdarry of the countries in the fubjoined lift, hath 
been given by treaty to the moft illnftrious and moft magnificent the 
Englilh Company, the glory and ornament of trade. The faid Com¬ 
pany will be careful to govern according to eftabliflied cuftom and 
ufiige without any gradual deviation, and watch for the profperity of 
the people. Youf duty is, to give no caule of complaint to the Re¬ 
cayahs of the Comj)dny, who on their part are to govern with fuch 
kindneis, that huibandry may receive a daily increafe, that all diforders 
may be fnpprelTcd, drunkemiels and other illicit practices prevented, 
and the iiupcrial tributes be lent in due time. Such part of the above- 
faid country as may be fituateci to the weft of Calcutta, on the other 
fide of the Ganges,* does not belong to the Company. Know then, ye 
Zemindars, dee. that ye are dependents of the Company, and that ye 
muft liibmit to fuch treatment as they give you, whether gCod or bad 1 
.and this is my exprels injunclion. 


Twenty-four Mahals. 




The Purgunnah of 
Ditto - - 
Ditto - - - 
Ditto - - 


Magurah, 
KKaflpoor. ’ 
MedonmuL 
Ekdarpooi't 


The 
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The Purgunnah of - - 
Ditto - - - • - 

• Ditto - - - - • 
Ditto - - - - - 

Part of the Purgunnah of 

• • 

^’art of the Purgunnah of 
The Purgunnah of 

Ditto - - - - 

Part of the Purgunnah of 
Part of the Purgunnah of 
Part of the Purgunnah of 
Part of the Purgunnah of 
Part of the Purgunnah of 
Saltpans, or - - - 

The Purgannah of - 


Burridgphatty. 

Azimabad. 

Muragafla* , 

Peechacooly* ‘ 

Shahpoor. 

Shah ^fagur. 

Ghur. 

Kary Juriy. 

Diiccan Sagor.- 
Calcutta. 

Paikan. 

Munpoor. 

Ameerabad. 

Mahomed Ameerpooiv 
Mellung Mahal. 
Hattiagur* 


IMtto - - - - - - - Meida; 


Akbarpoor. 

Bellia. 

Buflindany. 


It is 


Part of the Purgunnah of - - - 
Part of the Purgunnah of - - - 
Part of the Purgunnah of - - - 

Dated the * 5th of Rabbi al Sauni, anno quarto. 

(In the Nabob*s own hand, ferving by way of fign maiuiaL) 
written Finis. 

(In Maha Rajah Doolubram’s own hand, as Naib) Seen. 

(In Rajah Raage BuUub’s'own hand, as Huflbor'^Nevife) the 5th of 
Rabbi ul Sauni, anno quarto. Regiftered in the imperial regifter. 

(In Rajah Cunjoo Beharree’s own hand, as Dewan of Bengal) the 5th 
of Rabbi al Satuii, anno quarto. Regiftered in the Dewannee regifter.- 


N« VII. 

' r 

Copy of the Mutchulcah, or obligatory bond, given by the Company 
upoU'their‘being appointed Zemindars of .the lands fbuth of Cab 
cutta, dated 

We the Englifh Company do declare, That whereas the office of the 
jZlemindary of the Kilmut Purgunnali of Calcutta, &c. of the Sircar Saut- 
^ujUj &c. belonging to the Paradife of Nations, the Subah of Bcngala, 

* About the aoth Dec. 17S’]* 








appendix. * II 

ill con(ideration of Uie fum of twenty tboufind one hundred and onc\ 
rupees (20,10 f) pelhcufli, &cc» to the Imperial Sircar, from the month 
Pools (anno 1 164) in the year eleven hundred and 'fixty-four of the 
Bengal cera, has.becn,confcrrcd on us, to the end that we attend to 
the rules and cuftoins thereof as is fitting, nor in the Jelft circumftancc 
neglect or withhold the vigilance and care due thereto ; that we deliver 
into the trcalury in the proper times, the due rents of the'Sircar; that 
we behave in liich manner to tlie inhabitants and lovver fort of people, 
that by our good management thefaid purgimnahs mayflourifli and en- 
crcalc; that we fuffer no rqbbers nor houfobreakers to remain within , 
our diftrids, and take fuch care of the king’s highways, that the tra¬ 
vellers and pafiengers may pals and rcpals without fear or molcltacion; 
that (which God forbid) if the effeds of any perfon be plundered or 
ftolen, wc difeover and produce the robbers or thieves, together with 
the goods, and deliver the goods to the owners, and the criminals to 
condign puiiifliment, or elle that we ourfelves be relponfible for the 
faid goods.—That we take elpecial care, that no one be guilty of any* 
crime or druiikennels within the lilnits of our zemindary: that after 
tlie expiration of the year we take a difeharge according to cuftom, and 
that we dcliv^ the accounts of our zemindary agreeable to the Hated 
forms every year, into the Dufter Khana of the Sircar; and that wc 
refrain from demanding the articles forbidden by the Imperial Court, 
the alylum of the world. 

For this reafon we have given this^ writing as a mutchulcah and 
agreement, that upon any occafion recourfe riiay be had thereto. 


N- VIII. 

Copy of a treaty between Mecr Mahomed Colliin Ally Kliawn, and 
the Englilh Ball India Company, on their depgfingof Meer Jaf- 
fief, and making Meer Coilim Nabob of Bengal. Dated the ayth 
.September 176(3. • 

^ , , , MEER MAHOMED COSSIM KHAWN 

Company s Seal. BAHADER’. Seal. 

Two treaties have been written of the fiiftie tenor and reciprocally ex- 
c;hAnged, containing the articles under mentioned, between Meer Ma- 

. B’ a homed 



11 A P P, E N D I X, 

f ' ■ . 

bbmed Coffim Khawn Bahader; and the Nabob Shums 6 Dowla, Cover-' 

nor Vanfittart, and the reft of the council for the affairs of the Englifb 
Company, apd during the life of Meer Mahomed Coffim Khawn 
bader, and the duration of the fadories of the Englifh Company in thb 
country^ this agreement (hall remain in force. God’is witnefs between 
us, that the ^following articles (hall in no wife be infry»ged by either 
Party. ^ 

Firft Article. The Nabob Meer Mahomed Jaffier Khawn Bahader 
lhall continue in pofieffion of his dignities, and all affairs be tranfacled 
in his name, and a fuitable income (hall be allowed for his cxpcnces. 

Second Article. The Neabut of the Subahdaree of Bengal, Azimabad 
(the capital of Bahar, commonly called Patna) and Oriflii, &c. (liall 
be conferred by his Excellency the Nabob on Meer Mahomed Coffim 
Khawn Bahader; he (hall be veiled with the adminiftration of all affairs 
of the provinces, and after his Excellency he (liall fucceed to tlie go¬ 
vernment. 

Third Article. Betwixt ns and Meer Mahomed Coffim Khawn Ba¬ 
hader, a firm friendlhip and union is eftabliflied, his enemies are our 
enemies, and his friends are our friends. 

Fourth Article. The Europeans and Telengas of the^nglifli army 
(hall be ready to alfift the Nabob Meer Mahomed Coffim Khawn Bahader 
in the management of all affairs; and in all affairs dependent on him,, 
they (hall exert themlelves to the utmoft of their abilities.. 

Fifth Article. For all charges of the Company and of tlic faid army 
and provifions for the field, &c. the*Lands of Burdfvan, and Midhi- 
pore, and Chittigpng, (liall be aifigned, and funnuds for that piirpofc- 
fhall be written and granted. The Company is to (land to all lofles, 
and receive all the profits of thefe three countries, and'we will demand 
no more than the three affignments aforefaid. • 

Sixth Article. One half of the chunam (or lime) produced at Silhctc 
for three years, (liall be purchafed by the gomadahs'of the Company, 
from the people of the government, at the cuftomary rate of that place. 
The tenants ^d inhabitants of thofe diftri^s (liall receive no injury. 

Seventh Article., The balance of the former Tunkhaw fliall be paid 
according to the' kiftbundee^or account of dated payments) agreed 
upon with the Royroyanthe jewels which have been pledged diall 
be received back again. ^ 

Eighth Article. ^Yc will not allow the tenants of the Sircar to fettle 
in the lands of the Englldi Company, neither (liall the tenants of the 
Company be allowed to fettle in the lands of die Sircar, , 


. Ninth 
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Ninth Article. Wc will give no prote<Jlioii to the*cIependents,Gf tlie 
Sircar in*the lands or in the fScflories of the Company, neither fliall any 
peoteClioii be given to the dependents of the Cenwpany in the lands of 
the .Sircar ; and, whofoever fliall fly to either party foV refuge, fliall be 
delivered up.. . I 

■ Tenths Article. ‘The measures for war or peace with *the Shahzada, 
(meaning the Prince Ally Cohar) and railing fupplits of moneys and 
the concluding both thefe points, lhall be weighed in the fcale of reafon, 
and whatever is judged expedient fliall be put in execution, and it fliall 
be lb contrived by the joint councils, that he be removed fi'om this 
country, nor fulfercd to get any footing in it. Whether there be peace 
with the Siiuhzada, or not, our agreements with Mccr Mohained Colfini 
Khawn Bahader, we. will (by the name of God) inviolably oblerve, as 
long as the EngUfli Company’s faftories continue in this Country. 
Dated the * 17th of the Month SefFer in the 1174th Year of the 
Hegira.- 


N® IX. 

Copies of the Sunnuds given by the Nabob Meer Mahomed Colfiin' 
Ally Khawn, to the Company, granting them the provinces of 
Burdwan, Midnipore, and Chittigong, or Iflamabad: alfo the 
chunatn (or lime) produced at Silhett for three years. 

Sunnnd under the feal of tlie Nabob NalTer al Muluck Imteaz 6 
Dowlah• Ncflerat Jung, Meer Mahomed Cossim Khawn Ba¬ 
hader. * 

To die Zfcmindars, Canongoes, Talookdarsi Tenants, ffulbandmen, 
and Chiefs of the villages of the purgunnah of Burdwan, &c. theze- 
mindary of the Rajah Tilluckchimd, in the diftri^s of the Subah of 
Bengal. Be it known, that whereas divers wicked^ people Have trai- 
teroufly ftretched forth their hands to plunder the fubjclis and wafte 
the royal dominions; for this reafon, the Paid purgunnah, &c. is 
granted to the Englifli Company, i!\ part for difburiements of their ex¬ 
pellees, and the monthly maintenance of flye hundred European horle. 


• Or 27th SeptcixibCT 1760. 


two 



H A P P E ff D I X. 

I 

, two tlfoufaiid European foot, and eight thoufand Icapoys, which are 
to be entertained for the proteftion of the royal dominionj *• let the 
above officers qu}etly and contentedly attend and pay to the peribns 
appointed-by the Englifti Company, the ftated revenues, and implicitly 
Jiibmit in all filings to riieir authority. And the office of the coUedior 
of the Englifli Cotnpany is as follows : They JJjall continue the Ttcmindars 
and Tenants in places^ regularly colleft the revenues of the^ands. 
And deliver them in monthly for the payment of’the expences of the 
Company, aqd the pay of the above-mentioned forces, that they may 
be always ready, cheerfully and vigoroufly to promote the afiairs of the 
King. Let this be pundlnally obferved. 

Dated the 4th of the moon Rabbi al Awvul, ift fun, anfwcring 
to the I ft of the month Cartic, 1176, Bengal ftile. 

N.‘B. The Sunnuds for the Chucklah of Midnipore, in the diftrlt% 
of the Subah of Orifla, and for the Tanna of Iflamabad or Chittigong 
appertaining to the Subah of Bengal, are worded as the above. 

Sunnud under the feal of the Nabob Naflcr al Muluck, &c. 

To the Daroga of chunam (or lime) and to the Naib of Silheit. Be 
it known. That whereas the Englifli Company are conftructing a fort 
in Calcutta, and meet with great Qbftacles in finifliing that work, in 
the want of ftone chunam ; for this reafon it is ordered, that of what¬ 
ever quantity of chunam is produced at that place, one half (the price 
thereof being received agreeably to the rate of that place^ be delivered 
to the gomaftahs of the Englifli Company for the tcim of three years, 
that no delays may be occafloned in finifliing tho fort aforefaid; anti 
the other half is to be lent for the Sircar. Let this be piin^lually ob- 
ferved. 

Dated the 4th of the moon Rabbi al Awvul, ift fun, anlwering 
to the I ft of the month Cartic, 1176, Bengal ftile. 


N*X. 
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Copy of a treaty between the Engliili Eaflr-India Company and Mecr 
Jaffier Ally Khawn, on their reinftating him in the nabobOiip o£ 
Bengalr Dafed the loth July 1763. , 

% 

The Company's Tiie leal of the Naholf, Meer Mahomed Ja/Kcr 
large feal. Khawn Bahader Mahabut Jung, &c. 

Articles of a treaty and agrcenlent between the Governor and Coun¬ 
cil of Fort William on th.e part of the Englilli Eall India Company,^ 
and the Nabob Shujah al Muluck Hod'aiii 6 Dowlah, Mcer Ma¬ 
homed Jaffier KJiawii Bahader Maliabul Jung» 

On the part of the Company^ 

We engage to reinftate the Nabob, Meer Mahomed Jaffier Khawn 
Bahader, in the fubalularec of the provinces of Bengal, Bahar, and 
Oriifa, by the depofal of Mahomed ColRm Khawn, and the elfe^ls, trea- 
fiirc, jewels, &c. belonging to Meer Mahomed Coflim Khawn, which 
fhall fall into our hands, lliall be delivered up to the Nabob afore¬ 
named. 

On the part of the Nabob.. 

Firft. The treaty which I formerly concluded with the Company 
upon my ac^clllon to the nizamut, engaging to regard the honour and 
reputation of the Company, their Governor and Council, as my own, 
granting perwanahs for the currency of the Company’s bnhnels ; the 
fame treaty I now confirm and ratify. 

Secondly. I do grant and confirm to the Comjpany, for defraying 
the expences of their troops, the Chuclahs of.Burdwan, Midniporc, and' 
Chittigong, wlpch were before ceded for the Ijme purpole. 

Thirdly. I do ratify and confirm to the Englifli the privilege granted 
them by their firmaun and fcvcral lutfbulhookuma, of carrying on their 
trade by means of their own duftuck, free from all duties, taxes, or 
jmpofitious in all parts of the country, cx^pting the article of fait, on 
which a duty of 2^ per cent, is to be levied on the Rowana or Hoogly 
market prices 

Fourthly. 
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FoUrthfy. I give to the Company half the fait pfctre which is pro¬ 
duced in the country of Purnea, \vhich their gomaftahs flialT fend to- 
Calcutta. I'he o^;her half fliall be collefied by my Fowzdar, for the 
ufe of my offices; and^I will fuffer no other perfon to<make purchafes 
. of this articlc,in that country. 

Fifthly. In the phucklah of Silhett for the fpace bf five years, com¬ 
mencing with th» Bengal year 1170, my Fowzdar and the Company’s 
gomafiah fliall jointly prepare chunam, of which each fliall defray half 
the expellees ; and half the chunam fo made fliall be given to the Com¬ 
pany, and the other half fliall be for my ufe. 

Sixthly. I will maintain twelve thoufand horfe and twelve thoufand ■ 
foot in the three provinces. If there ftiould be occafion for more, the 
number fliall be increafed by confeiit of the Governor and Council pro- 
portionably to the emergency. Belidesthefe, the forces of the Eiiglifli 
Company.fliall always attend me when they are wanted. 

Seventhly. Wherever I fliall fix my court, either at Murfliedabad or 
clfewherc, J will advife the Governor and Council; and what number 
of Englifli forces I may have occafion for in the management of my 
affairs, I will demand them, and they fliall be allowed me; and an 
Englifli gentleman fliall refide with me to tranfad: all affairs between 
me and the Company; and a perfon fliall alfo refide on my part at 
Calcutta, to negociate with the Governor and Council. 

Eighthly. The late perwanahs iflued by Cofiirn Ally Khawn, grant¬ 
ing to all merchants the exemption of all duties for the fpace of two 
years, fliall be *revcrfed and callesl in, and the duties ct>llc<fled as 
before. 

Ninthly. ' I ivill caufe the rupees coined in Calcutta to pafs in every 
refpe< 5 t equal to the ficcas of Murfliedabad, without any deduction of 
batta ; and ivhofoevcr fliall demand batta, fliall be piiniflied. 

Tenthly. I will give thirty lacks of rupees to defray all the ex- 
pcnccs and lols accruing to the Company from the war and fiopp.agc of 
their inveftment j and I will rciniburfe to all private perfons the amount 

1 • 

* By the fiiir.ann granted by the Mogul Fnrrukhfccr to the Englifh, to fecure them from the op- 
prerioasof fuboif'.injtc governments, they traded by their dnftuck, duty free. ,Up-)ji the dj/ToIuiion 
of the Mngul ci' r'rc, the provincial government of Beng.il alfo became independent: vrhere the • 
Englilh trai’c gtc.- hig fxtrcmcly extcnliye, the privileges granted them by the duHuck became a no¬ 
torious abufe, which in elFtfl fnadc them the monopolizers of all trade, even from the natives of the 
country. The N.iboh Mecr Coflim, very fenfibkithat fuch was the rafe, and “finding it difficult to 
fettle any plan with the Kngliffi which l^ad not a tendency to opprefs his own fubje<!ts, abolilhed all 
duties for two years. He was foon aftet* depofed ;'and as this abolition of duties ferved to put tho 
natives on the fame footing of trade with the Engliih Company and their fcmnts, therefore this ar¬ 
ticle of (he prefent ,treaty was made, that Meer Coffim’s perwauahs fhould Be recced, an 4 that the . 
duties (hould again be paid by the natives, while the Eogiifh were exempted. 

7 ' _ 
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of fuch lofles proved before the Governor and Council, ds they may 
fuftain in their trade in the country; if I lliould not be able to difcharge 
this in ready money, I will give allignments of land for the amount. 

• Eleventhly. I will confirm and renew the treaty wfiich 1 formerly 
made with the Dutch. \ 

Twelfthly. If the •French come into the; country, I will not allow 
them to ere£t any fortifications, maintain forces, hold* 4ands, zemin- 
daries, &c. but they ftiall pay tribute and carry 911 their trade as in 
former times. 

Thirteenthly. Some regulations fliall be hereafter fettled between 
us, for deciding all dilputes which may arife between the Englifli Agents 
and Goinaflahs in the different parts of the country, and my officers. 

In teflimony whereof,, we the laid Governor and Council have fet our 
hands ami affixed the feal of the Company to one part hereof, and the 
Nabob aforenamed hath let his hand and feal to another part hereof, 
which were mutually done and interchanged, at Fort William, the 
joth day of July 1763. 

V Signed HENRY VANSITTART. 

JOHN CARNAC. 

WILLIAM BILLERS. 

WARREN HASTINGS. 

RANDOLPH MARRIOTT. 

HUGH WATTS. 

Fort William^ the 29th De¬ 
cember 1763. 

A true Copy. John Graham, lecretary. 


No XI. 

Copy of the demands made by the Nabob Mecr Jaffipr Ally Khawrt, 
and agreed to by the Governor and Council, upon the treaty of 
the loth of July 1763 (N" X.); and alfo copy of the Nabob’s 
agreement to pay tlie Company 500,000 rupees per month during 
the war with tlie Nabob Sujah al Dowlah. Dated the i6th Septem¬ 
ber 1764. • 

> 

Firft. 1 formerly acquainted the Company with the particulars^ of 
Bfiy own affairs, and received from them repeated letters of encourage-* 

• C mcn» 
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meht and kindiiefs, with prefents: I now make this rcquc/I, that yotl 
will write in a proper manner to the Company, and al)(b to the King of 
England, the particulars of our friendfliip and union, and procure fop 
me writings of encoyragement, that my mind may be afllired from that * 
quarter, that no br^ch may ever happen between me’ and the Englifli» 
and that eveiy Governor,* Counfellor, and Chiefs of the Englifli that 
are here, or ^iiay hereafter come, may be well difpofed and attached 
to me. • 

Second. Since all the Englifli gentlemen afllired of my friendly 
difpolition to the Company confirm me in the nizanjut, I requeft that 
to whatever 1 may at any time write, they will give their credit and 
aflont, nor regard the llorics of defigning men to my prejudice, tlian 
all my affairs may go on with fucccls, and no occafion may arilc for 
jealoufy or ill-will between us. 

Third. L( t no proteilion be given by any of the Englifli gentlemen 
ta any of my dependents, who may fly for flicker to Calcutta, or other 
of your diflricls; but let them be delivered up to me on demand. I 
fliall ftriclly enjoin all my Fowzdars and Auinils on all actl^nts to 
afford afliflance and countenance to fucli of the gomaftahs of the Com¬ 
pany as attend to the lawful trade of their factories ; and if any of the 
laid gomaftahs {hall a£f otherwife, let them be checked in fuch a man¬ 
ner as may be an example to others. 

Fourth. From the neighbourhood of Calcutta to Hoogly, and 
many of their pcrgunnalis bordering upon each other, it happens that 
on complaints being made, pecqile go againft the Talookdars, Ryots,, 
and Tenants of my country, to the prejudice of the bnfinefs of the 
Sircar; wherefore let {kri£t orders be given that no perfbns be fent 
from Calcutta on the complaints of any one upon my Talookdars or 
Tenants ; but on fticli occafions let application be*made to me or the 
Naib of the fowzdary of Hoogly, that the Company may be fubjeft to 
no lofs or devaftations. And if any of the traders w'lio belonged to 
the Buckfbunder and Azimgunge, and have (ettled in Calcutta, fliould 
be defirous f retuVning to Hoogly, and carrying on their bufinclk 
there as formerly, ^let no one moleft them. Chandernagore and the 
French factory were prefented to me by Colonel Clive, and given'by 
me in charge to Ameer Khawn, for this reafon let ftrii^t: orders be 
given that no Englifli gentleipen exercife any authority therein, but 
that it remain as fonnt^ly under the jurifdidion of my people. 

Fifth. Whenever I demand any forces from the Governor and 
Council for my afliftance, let them be immediately lent to me, and no 
demand made on me for their expences^ 

Tli^ 
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The demands of Nabob Sujah al Miiluck HolTam 6*Dowlah, Mber 
Mahomed Jaffier Khawn Bahader Mahabut Jung, we, the Pi:cfident 
and Council of'the Englifli Company, do agree, and let our hands to, 
•ill Fort William, the loth July 1763. 

Signed HENRY VANSITTAkT. 

wili!iam billers. 

JOHN CARTIER. 

• WARREN Hastings. 
RANDOLPH MARRIOTT. 
HUGH WATTS. 


Copy of the Nabob Jaffier Ally Khawn’s note for payment of five lacks 
per month, for cxpences of tlie Company’s troops during the war 
with Sujah al Dowlali. Dated i6th September 1764. 

. The Nabob Mcer Mahomed Jaffier Ally Khawn’s note for five lacks 
of rupees per month, for the cxpences of the army. 

Account of money fettled for the cxpences of the Europeans and fea- 
poys, the artillery, and the raifing of the cavalry, which fliall be paid 
a month fooner or later according to the particulars under mentioned, 
from the beginning of the month Sophar (31ft July 1764) of the 5th 
year of the reign, till the removal of the troubles with the Vizier; viz. 

In the province of Bengal, at Murfliedabad - *• 300,000 

In the province of Bahar, at Patna - - 200,000 

, Total, rupees 500,000 

Written the 19th of Rabbi al Awvul, tlie 5th year of the Jaloos 

N. B. I will include in the aforefaid fiim, whatever balance may 
be due from me on account of my former agreement with the 
Company. 

. A true Copy. * 

W. MAJENDIE, fecretary. 

'* 16th September 1764, 


C2 
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N® XII. 

r 

t 

Copy of the Petition, or Propofals made by the Prince Ally Gohar, 
otherwife called' The King, or The Emperor' Shah yUlunty to 
Major Heftor Munro,‘ then Commander of the Company’s troops 
at lianara*s ; as inclofed in a letter from the Major to the Governor 
and Council at Calcutta. Dated 22d November 1764. 

If this country is to be kept,, put me in poneilion of it, and leave a» 
fmall detatchment of the troops with nie, /o (how that I am protected 
by the Eiiglijhf and they (liall be at my cxpcnce, that if any enemy 
come any time againft me, I will make fuch connexions in the country 
that with my own troops, and the aforementioned fmall detachment, 
will defend the country, without any further afliftance from the Eng- 
lifli, and I will pay them of the revenues of the country what ftim they 
pall demand yearly. If the Englilh will contrary to their intereft make 
peace with the Vizier, I will go to Dehly, for I cannot think of return¬ 
ing again into the hands of a man who has nfed me fa ill. I have no 
friends I depend on more than the Englifli; their former behaviour to 
me will make me ever refpeX and regard them; now is their time to 
be in polTelfion of a country abounding with riches and treafure; I pall 
be fatisfied with whatever Pare they pleafe of it. The Rohillas were 
always enemies to the imperious Vizier, they are all my friends. 


N“ xni. 

Copy of the Articles fent on the 6th December 1764. by the Gover¬ 
nor and Council of Calcutta, to be executed by the Prince Ally 
Gohar, inthe charaXer of Emp-eror ; as enclofed for that purpole 
to Major HeXor Munro, Commander in chief of the army. 

I . s 

In conlideration of the afllllance and fidelity of the Englifli Company, 

which has freed us from the inconvcniencies we laboured under, and 

ftrengthened tlic foundations of the Empire which God has given us, 

we have been graciou!l:y pleafed to grant to the Englifli Company our 

royal favours according to the following articles, which fliall remain 

Arm botli at prefent and in future* 

* - . * 



A P P E' N D I X. 21 

As the Englifli Company have been put to a great expencc,# and their 
affairs ex*polcd to danger, by the war with the Nabob Sujah al Dowlah, 
unjuftly and contrary to our royal pkafure waged againft them; we 
have therefore afligned to them the country of Ghazipore, and the reft 
of the zeniindary of Bulwant Sing, belonging* to the n\,zamut of the , 
Nabob Sujah al DoMah; and the regulation and government thereof, 
•we have given to their dilpofal, in the fame manner %as it was in the 
Nabob Sujah al Dowlah’s. 7 'he aforefald Raj^h having fettled terms 
with the Chiefs of the Englifli Company, is, according thereto, to pay 
the revenues to the Company and the amount ftiall not belong to the 
books of the royal revenuCf but Ihall be expunged from them. The 
army of the Englifli Company having joined our Jiandardt (hall put us 
in pojl'effion of lllaliabad, and the reft of the countries belonging to the 
nizaniut of the Nabob Sujah al Dowlah, and the revenues, excepting 
thofe of Rajah Bulwant Sing’s zeniindary, ftiall be in our entire manage¬ 
ment and diipofal. ^ 

As the Englifli Company will be at a further expence in putting us in 
poflelfioii of lllaliabad, and the reft of the nizamut of the Nabob Sujah 
al Dowlali, we will therefore, as we get poflefllon, grant to them out 
of our treafury fuch a proportion of tlie revenues as the exigencies of 
our affairs will admit of; and when wc are put in full pofleffion, we 
will reimbiirfe the wliole expenccs of the Company in this bulinels ftroin 
the time of their joining our royal ftandard. 


N** XIV. 

Copy of tlje Imperial Grant, or Firmaun of The Emperor 
Shah Alhkm ; granting to the Company the zemindary of Ghazi¬ 
pore, Banaras, &c. held by the Rajah Bulwant Sing. Dated 
29th December 1764. 

As the Englifli Company have been put to a^^rcat; expence, and their 
affairs expofed to danger by tlie war which the Nabob Sujah al Dowlaih 
Unjuftly and cojitraiy to our royal plcafure imaged againft them ; we 
* have therefore afligned to them the country of Ghazipore, and the reft 
of the zemindaiy of Rajah Bulwant Sing, belonging to the ni¬ 
zamut of the Nabob Sujah al Dowlah, and the regulations and 
government thereof we have given to their pfpofal, jii the tame manner 
as it was in the Nabob Sujah al Dovvlah’s. The aforefaid Rajah having 
fettled terms with the Chiefs of the Englifli Company, is, according 
thereto, to pay the revenues to the Company. 
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Tlid army of the EngUQi Company Iiaving joined our ftandard, (hall 
put us ill poflcflion of lllahabad and the reft of the countries belonging 
to the nizainut of the Kabob Sujah al Dowlah, and the revenues, ex¬ 
cepting thofe of Kajah Bill want Sing’s zemindary, (hall be in our entire 
. management gind difpo^al. 

It becomes the Company to flievv their grateful fdnfe of our ro^al fA- 
voursy and to exert themfclvcs to the iitmoft in the proper management 
and regulation of the cofuntry, to encourage and befriend our fubjeifts, 
to punilh the contentious and expel the rebellious from their territories. 
They muft iile their heft endeavours to promote the welfare of our 
people, the ryots and other inhabitants, to prohibit the ule of things of 
an intoxicating nature, and fuch as arc forbidden by the law of God; 
in driving out enemies, in deciding caiifes, and fettling matters agree¬ 
ably to the rules of Mahomed and the law of the empire, fo that the in¬ 
habitants may apply themfelves, with peace of mind and fatisfaclion, 
to thq; cultivation of the country and cxcrcife of other their profellions, 

and that the weak may not labour under opprelHon and violence.- 

They will conlider thefe as our ftriift injundions. 

Written on tlie 4th day of Rejub Fort William, 6th February 

the 6th year of the reign. 1765. 

A true Copy of the tranflation, 

W. MAJENDIE, fecretary. 


N» XV. 

Copy of a Treaty between the Englifli Eaft India, Company and 
Najim al Dowlah, on their invefting him '.vith the Nabobfliip of 
Bengal, upon the death of iiis father Meer Jaffier Ally Khawn. 
Dated 25th February 1765. 

Articles of a treaty ancT agreement concluded between the Governor 
and Council of Fort.Williarn, on the part of the Englifli Eaft India 
Company, and the Nabob Najim al Doivlah. 

On the part of the Company, 

We the Governor andVpouncil do engage to fecure to the Nabob 
Kajim al Dowlah, the Subahdary of the provinces of Bengal, Bahar, 


* apth December 1764. 


and 
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amd Orifla, and to fupport him therein with the Company's forces 
againft all his enemies. We will allb, at all times, keep up fuch force 
as may be nfeceflary, efFed:ually to aflift and fupport lym in tl:e defence 
of the provinces ; and as our troops •will be mo^e to he depended on than 
an-^ the Nabob can have^ and lejs expenfive th him^ he ^eed thereforfs* 
entertain none but*fucli as are requilitc.for the fupport of the civil 
officers of his government^ and the bulinels of his Collections through 
the different diftri< 5 fs. - • 

We do further promife, that, in confideration the Nabob (hall con¬ 
tinue to alfift in defraying the extraordinary expcnces of the war now 
carrying on againft "Sujali al Dowlah, with five lacks of rupees per 
month, which was agreed to by his father, that whatever Turns may be 
hereafter received of the King on account 6f our aififtance afforded 
in the war lliall be repaid to the Nabob. ^ • 

* V’ ’ 

On the part of the Nabob* , 

In confideration of the alliilancc which the Governor and Council have 
agreed to afford, in fccuring to me the fiicccllioii in the Su-bahdary of 
Bengal, Bahar, and Orifla, heretofore held by my father, the late Na¬ 
bob Mcer Jaffier Ally Khawn, and fupporting me in it againfl: all my 
enemies, I do agree and bind my (elf to the faithful performance of the 
following articles. 

iff. The treaty which my fatlier formerly concluded with the Com¬ 
pany upon 'his firfl: acceffion to the nizamut, engaging to regard the 
honour and reputation of tlic Company, and of their Governor and 
Council, as his own, and granting pcrwaiiahs for the currency of the 
Company's trade, tlic fame treaty, as far as is conliftent with the ar¬ 
ticles hereafter agreed to, I do hereby ratify and confirm. 

2d. Confidering the weighty charge of government, and how efleii- 
tial it is for myfelf, for the wcllarc ol" the country, and for the Com¬ 
pany's bufinefs, that I fliouid have a pcrlbn who has had experience 
therein to advill* and aflifl; me, 1 do agree to Iiave thie fixed with me, 
with the advice of the Governor and Council, in the ftation of Naib 
Sub ah ^ who fliall accordingly liave, iiiiinediate’ly under mCy the chief 
management of all affairs; and as Mahomed Kcza Khawn, the Naib of 
Dacca, has in every refpect my approbation, and that of the Gover¬ 
nor and Council, I do furtlicr agree,'' that tl'Js truft fiiall be confciTed 
on him ; and I will not dilplace him ivithsiit the approbation of thoib 
gentlemen: and in calc any alteration in this appointment fliould here¬ 
after appear advileable, that Maliomcd Reza Khawn, provided he has 

acquitted 
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acquitted himlclf with fidelity in his adminifiration, (hall, in fuch cafe^ 
be reinftated in the Naibfliip of Dacca, with the lame aifthority as 
Jieretofore. 

3d. The biilinefs of the collections of the revenues' fliall, under the 
. Naib Subah,,be divided into two or more brandies, as may appear pro¬ 
per : and as I have the fullefi: dependence and ccfnfidence on the at¬ 
tachment of the’Englifli, and t/yeir regard to ni'j intcrejl and dignity^ 
and am delirous of giving them every teftimony thereof, I do further 
confent, that tlie appointment and difiniilion of the Mutfeddees of tliofe 
branches, and the allotment of their levcral dillridts, fliall be witli the 
approbation of the Governor and Council, y^nd, confiiering how much 
men of my rank and Jiatioii are obliged to trujl to tlie eyes and rceommcii- 
dations of the fervants about them, and how liable to be deceived, it is 
my further will, that the Governor and Council fliall be at liberty to ob¬ 
ject and point out to me when improper people are intrujied, or where 
my qjficers and fubjeets arc opprejfedy and I will pay a proper regard 
to fuch reprefentations, that my afiairs may be condu£led with honour, 
my people every where be Iiappy, and their grievances be redrefled. 

4th. I do confirm to the Company, as a fixed refource for defraying 
the ordinary expences of their troops, the Chucklahs of Burdwan, MIcl- 
nipore, and Chittigong, in as full a manner as heretofore ceded by my 
father. The fum of five lacks of flcca rupees per month for their main¬ 
tenance, was further agreed to be paid by my father; I agree to pay 
the fame out of my treafury, whilft the exigency for keeping up fii 
large an army continues. When tlie Company’s occafions will admit a 
diminution of the expences they are put to, on account of thofe troops, 
the Governor will then relieve me from lucli a proportion of this af- 
fignment, as the incrcafed expences incurred by keeping up the whole 
force neceflliry for tlie defence of the provinces will admit of; and as / 
ejlcem the Company's troops entirely equal thereto and as my own, I 
will only maintain fuch as are immediately necelfary for t?iie dignity of 
my perfon and government, and the buiinefs of wv collections through the 
provinces. 

5th. I do ratify and confirm to the E iglifli the privilege granted them 
by their frmaun and levcral hnfbulliookuins of carrying on their trad4 
by means of their own dufluck, free from all duties, taxes, or impo- 
pofitions in all parts of the countiy, excepting in the article of fait, on 
whicli a duty of per cti/it. is to be levied on the rowana, or Hoogly 
market jiricc. 

6th. I give to the Company tlie liberty of purchafing half the falt- 
petre produced* in the country of Purnea, which their gomaflahs fhall 

kud 
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fend to Calcutta: the other half fliall be colIe<flcd by my Fowzdar ^or 
the ulfe of !py offices: and I will fiifFer no other perfbns to make pur- 
chafes of this article in that country. 

» 7th. In the'Chucklah of Silliett, for the fpace of five years, com- 
*mencing with the Bengal year 1171, my Fowzdar,. and a gomaflah on 
the part of the Cbmpany, fliall Jointly provide chuham ; of which each 
fiiall defray half the expence, and half the *chunain fo ^lade (liall be 
given to the Company. 

8th. Although I (hould occafionally remove tcf other places in the 
provinces, I agree that the books of the Sircar fliall be always kept, and 
the bufincfs conducfled at Murfiiedab^d, and that (hall, as heretofore, 
be the feat of my government. And wherever I am, I conient that an 
Englifli gentleman fliall refide with me to tranfad: all affairs between 
me and the Company; and that a perfon of high rank fliall alfo refide 
on my part: at Calcutta, to negotiate with the Governor and Council. 

9til. I will caufe the rupees coined at Calcutta to pafs in every rc- 
fped equal to the ficcas of Murfliedab^d, without any dedudioii «f 
batta; and whofoever (hall demand batta, (hall be puniflied. The an¬ 
nual lofs on coinage by the fall of batta, on the iflliing of the new 
ficcas, is a very heavy grievance to the country; and after mature con- 
fideration, I will, in concert with the Governor and Council, purfue 
whatever may appear the beft method for remedying it. 

loth. I will allow no Europeans whatever to be entertained in my 
fcrvice; and if there already be any, they (liall be immediately difmiflTed. 

nth. The Kiftbundee for payment of the reftitution to the fufferers 
in the late trout)les, as executed by my father, I will (ee faithfully paid ; 
no delays (liall be made in this bufinefs. 

12th. I confirm and will abide by the treaty which my father formerly 
made with the Diltcli. 

13th. If the French come into the country, I will not allow them to 
erert any fortifications, maintain forces, or hold lands, zemindarics, &c. 
but they fliall pay tribute, and carry on their trade as in former times. 

14th. Some regulations fliall be hereafter fettled betv/een us, for de¬ 
ciding all difputes which may arife between the Eifglifli gomaftahs and 
my officers in the cli^erent parts of the country. , » 

In teftimony whereof, we the faid Governor and Council have fet 
our hands, and affixed the fcal of the Company to one part hereof, and 
the Nabob, before named, has fet his haivl and fe|l to another part. 

♦ A true Copy. • 

W. MAJENDIE, fccretary. 




N. XVI. 


D 



86 


r ’ ' 


A P P ‘E N D I X 
N® XVI. 

c 

Copy of the fanniid from the Nabob Najim al Dowl^h, for the rever- 

fion, in perpetuity, of Lord Clive’s jaguecr to the Company. Dated 

the 23d June«i765, 

« 

* 

Be it known to the Cdunlellors and Chiefs of the Englilh Company, 
’the prefent and future Mutfeddees, the Chowdries, Canongos, Muc- 
kaudums, Ryots, Muggaries, and all other inhabitants of the Purgun- 
nahs of Calcutta, &c. in the Sircar of Sautgaum, &c. in the province 
of Bengal. ‘ 

The Him of 222,958 riipees and odd, agreeably to the Dewannee 
funnud, and the funnud of the High and Mighty Meer Mahomed Jaflier 
Khawn, Nazim of the province, has been appointed from the aforefakl 
pei'gunnahs, belonging to the Chucklah of Hoogly, &c. in the Sircar of 
Sautgaum, &c» tlie Zemindary of the Englifli Company, as an uncon- 
•ditionaJ jagueer to the High and Mighty Lord Clive. Now likewife 
tlie faid pergunnahs are confirmed as an unconditional jagueer to the 
High and Miglity aforefaid from the 16th of May, of the 1764th year of 
ChriH {anfwering to the t4th of Zekada, of the 1177th year of the 
Hegira) to the 16th May, of the 1774th Year of Chrift (anfwering to the 
8th of Rubbyal Awvui, of the 1188th year of the Hegira) being ten 
years, of which one year is expired, and there are nine to come. 
They ftiall appertain as an unconditional jagueer to the High and Mighty 
aforefaid, and after the expiration of this term they {hall revert as an 
unconditional jagueer and pel-petual gift to the Company, and if 
(which God forbid) the High and Mighty aforefaid (hall die within this 
term, they fliall revert to the Company immediately upon his death. It 
is rcquilite that ye (hould regard the High and Mighty aforefaid, during 
the forenientioned term, and after him the Company aforefaid as un¬ 
conditional jagueerdars, and regularly pay them the revenues of the 
aforefaid pergunnahs. 

Written the 23d of June 1765, anfwering to the 3d of Moliurriim of 
the 1179th Year of the Hegira. ^ 

E, STEPHENSON, Provk Seci^^ 

^ ‘ N» XVIL 
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N* xvn. 

.Copy of tlie new agreement or treaty jointly entered jinto between 
• the Nabob Ngjtm al Dowlah, the Nabob Sujah ai Dowlah, The 
Emperor SHah Allum, and Lord Clive anti the Setyct Com¬ 
mittee of Calcutta; upon the latter’s revoking all former treaties, 
and new modelling the affairs of the Company, by'^ffuming the 
Devvannee. Dated the i6tli Augufl: 1765. • 

(Sealed and approved by The Emperor.) 

^Vhcrcas the Right Honourable Robert Lord Clive, Baron Clive .of 
Plaflcy, Kniglit, Companion of the moft Honourable Order of the Bath, 
Major General and Commander of the Forces, Prelident of the Council, 
and Governor of Fort-William, and of all the fettlemehts belonging to 
the united Company of Merchants of England trading to the EaR Indies, 
ill the provinces of Bengal, Bahar, and Orifla; and John Carnac* 
Efquire, Brigadier General, Colonel in the ftrvice of the faid Company, 
and commanding Officer of their forces upon the Bengal eftabliflimcnr, 
arc invejlcd with full and ample powerst on the behalf of his Excellency 
the Nabob Najini al Dowlah, Subahdar of Bengal, Bahar, and Orifla, 
and likewile on behalf of the united Company.of Merchants of England 
trading to the Eafl: Indies, to negotiate, fettle, and finally to conclude 
a firm and lafting peace with his Highnefs the Nabob Sujah al Dowlah, 
Vizier of the Empire: Be it known to ^11 thoie to whom it may or ftiaU 
in any manner belong, that the above-named plenipotentiaries have 
agreed upon the following articles with his Highnefs. 

I ft. A perpetual and univerfal peace, fincere friendlhip, and firm 
union fliall be eftabJilhcd between hi.s Highnefs Sujah al Dowlah and his 
heirs, on the one part, and his Excellency Najim al Dowlah, and the 
Englifli Eaft India Company, on the other, fb that the laid contratfting 
powers fliall give the greateft attention to maintain between tliemfelvcs,' 
their dominions, and their fiibjeds, this reciprocal/riciidfliip, without 
permittin'g, on either fide, any kind of hoftilities to be committed from 
henceforth for any caufc, or under any pretence whatfoever; and every 
thing fliall be carefully avoided, which might hereafter prejudice the 
union now happily eftabliflied. 

2d. In cafe the dominions of his Highnefs Su^h al Dowlah fliall at 
any time hereafter be attacked, hi.s Excellency Najim al Dowlah and 
the EngUfli .Company, fliall aflift him with a part or the whole of their 
, Da forces. 
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forces, according to the exigendy of his affairs, and (b far as may be 
cdnfifbent with their own fecurity; and if the dominions of his Excel¬ 
lency Najim al Dolawh, or the Englilh Company, fhall be attacked, 
his Hi^hnefs fliall ill like manner aflifl; them with a part* or the whole of 
his forces ; in *the cafe of the Eiiglifh Company’s fences being employed* 
in his Highnefs’s feil/ice, the extraordinary expence of the fame is to be 
defrayed by him. • 

3d. His Hjghnels folemnly engages never to entertain or receive 
Coflim Ally Khawn, ,the late Subahdar of Bengal, &c. Sumroo the af- 
failin of the Englifli, nor any of the European deferters within his do¬ 
minions, nor to give the leaft countenance, fupport, or protedlion to 
them; he likejvife folemnly engages to deliver up to’the Englifli what¬ 
ever Europeans may in future defert from them into his country. 

4th. The King, Shah Allum, fliall remain in fullpofleffion of Cora, and 
fuch part of the province of Ulahabad as he now poflefles, which are 
ceded to his Majefty as a royal demefiie for the fupport of his dignity 
and expences. 

* 5th. His Highnefs Sujah al Dowlah engages, in the raoft felenin man¬ 
ner, to continue Bulwant Sing in the Zemindaries of Banaras, Ghazi- 
pore, and all thofe diftrifts he poflefled at the time he came over to the 
late Nabob Jaffier Ally Khawn and the Englifli, on condition of hb 
paying the fame revenue as heretofore. 

6th, In confideration qf the great expence incurred by the Englifli 
Company in carrying on the late war, his Highnefs agrees to pay them 
(fifty) 50 lacks of rupees, in the following manner, viz. (twelve) 12 
lacks in money, and a depofit of jewels, to the amount of eight lacks, 
upon the figning of this treaty ; (five) 5 lacks one month after, and the 
remaining (twenty-five) 25 lacks by monthly payments, fo as that the 
whole may be difeharged in (thirteen) 13 months from .the date hereof. 

7th. It being firmly refolved to reflore to his Higlinefsthe countr/of 
Banaras, and the other diflriifls now rented by Bulwant Sing, notwith- 
flanding the grant of the fame /row The King to thcEnf^lifli Company; 
it is therefore agreed, that they fliall be ceded to his Highnefs in man¬ 
ner following, viz. 'J'^ey fliall remain in the hands of the Englifli Com¬ 
pany with their revenues, till the expiration of the agreement iietween 
the Rajah Bulwant Sing and the Company, being on the 27th Novepi- 
ber next; after which his Highnefs feall enter into pofleffion, the fort 
of Chunar excepted, which is not to be evacuated until the 6th article 
of this treaty be fully complied With. 

8th, His Highnefs fliall^allow the Englifli Company to cany on a trade, 
duty-free, throughout the whole of his dominions. • 


9th. Ali • 
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pth. All the reliations and fubje^s of his Hlghneis, ^who in any ^an-^ 
ncr aiiifted die Englifli during the courle of the late war, lhall be for¬ 
given, and no ways molefted for the fame. 

I oth. As foon as this treaty is executed, the Englifli forces (hall be 
withdrawn from the dominions of his Highnefs, excepting flich as may 
be neceflTary for the garrilbn of Chunar, or for tie defence qnd protefiion 
o/The King in this city of lilahabad, if Jiis Majefty (hould require a 
force for that purpofo. 

nth. His Highnefi the Nabob Sujah al Dowlah, his Excellency the 
Nabob Najim al Dowlah, and the Englifli Company, promifo to obferve 
fincerely and f^^idlly all the articles contained and fettled in the prefent 
treaty; and they will not fiilFer the feme to be infringed, dire<Elly or 
indirccflJy, by their refpeftive fobjedls ; and the find contracting powers 
generally and reciprocally guarantee to each other aU the flipulations of 
the prefent treaty. 

CLIVE [L. S.] 

JOHN [L. S.J CARNAC. 

SUJAH [L. S.l AL DOWLAH’s Seal and Ratifieddon. 

MIRZA COSSIM KHAWN, 

RAJAH SHETABROY. 

MEER MASHA ALLAH. 


% 


Signed, fealed, and folemnly fworn to, according to their re^eCtivc 
faiths, by the contracting parties at lilahabad, this 16th day of Au- 
guft, in the year of our Lord 1765, in the prefence of us,—— 


Fort-William, September 30th 1765. 
A true Copy. 


EDMUND MASKELYNE,. 
ARCHIB. SWINTON, 
GEORGE VANSITTART. 


ALEXANDER CAMPBELL. 
S. S. C. 


^ N* XVIII. 

• Copy-of the Gnencral Firmaun from The Emperor, Shab Aleitm, 
granting to the Company the Dewannee of Eengaly Bahar, and. 
OrifTa. Dated lath Auguft 176^. . ^ 

At this happy time our royal firmau^^mdifpenfebly requiring obe¬ 
dience, is ifliied, That whereas, in confideration of the attachments and 

fervico® 

V 

t. 
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lervlfces of the High and Mighty, the Wbleft of exalted Nobfes, the Chfet 
of .illbftrious Warriors, our faithful fervants and fincere wel|-wilhers, 
worthy of our royal favours, the Euglifli Company, •we have granted them 
the Dewannee of the provinces of Bengal, Bahar, and Orida, from the 
beginning ofthe'FulFul Rubbyof the Bengal year 1172, as a free gift 
"and ultumgau, withoutUhe affociation of any other perfoiT, and with an 
exemption , from the payment of the cuftoms of the Dewannee, which 
ufed to be paid t®‘ the court; it is requifite that the faid Company en^ 
gage to be fecurity for.thc fum of twenty-fix lacks of rupees a year, 
for our royal revenue, which fum has been appointed from the Nabobs 
Najim al Dowlah Bahader, and regularly remit the faiiiF to tlie royal 
Sircar; and in this cafe, as the faid Company are obliged to keep up a 
large army for the protedlion of the provinces of Bengal, &c. \ve have 
granted to them whatfoever may remain out of the revenues of the laid 
provinces, after remitting the fum of twenty-fix lacks of rupees to the 
royal Sircar, and providing for the expences of the nizainut: it is re¬ 
quifite that our royal defeendents the Viziers, the beftowers of dignity, 
the Cfcnrahs, high in rank, the great officers, the Mutfeddees of the De¬ 
wannee, the managers of the bufineft of the Sultanut, the Jagueerdars 
and Croories, as well the future as the prelent, tiling their conftant en¬ 
deavours for the eftabliftinient of this our royal command, leave the laid 
office in pofleffion of the faid Company, from generation to generation, 
for ever and ever; looking upon them to be infured from difmifllGn or 
removal, they muft on no account whatfoever give them any intcrrnp- , 
tion, and they mull regard them, as excufed and exempted from the 
payment of all the culloms of the Dewannee, and royal dernahds. Know* 
ing our orders on the fubjeft to be moft llrift and pofitivc, let them 
not deviate tlierefrom. 

• 

Written the 24th of Sophar, of the 6th year of the Jaloos 

Contents of the Zimmun. 

Agreeably to the jjaper which has received our fign-manual, our royal 
commands are ilfued, that in confideration of the attachment and ler- 
vices of the High and Mghty, the Nobleft of exalted lilobles, the Chief 
of illuftrious Warriors, our faithful forvants and fincere well-Wfillers, 
worthy of our royal favours, the Englifli Company, we have granted 
them the Dewannee of the^rovince^ of Bengal, Bahar, ajid Orillii, from 

the beginning of the FulTul Rubby of the Bengal year 1172, as a free 

• * 

• The lath Auguft 1765. 


gift 
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gift ami ultumgau, without the a!lbciation of any other perfon^ and 
with an exemption from the cuflioms of the Dewannee, which ufcd to 4 
he paid ft) tlie court, on condition of their being fccurity for the fuiii 
of twenty-fix lacks of rupees a year, for our royll revenue; which film 
has been appointed from the Nabob Najim al Dowfah Bahader; aijd 
after remitting the royal revenue, and providmg for the expences of , 
tjie nizamuc, whatfoever may remain we have granted to the faid Com¬ 
pany. *• 

Tlie Dew’annee of tKe province of Bengal. 

The Dewannee of the province of Bahar. 

• The Dewannee of tlie province of Orifia. 

A true Copy. 

Fort-William, ALEX. CAMPBELL 

joth of September 1765. S. S. C. 

N“ XIX. 

Copy of the Firmann from The Emperor, Shah Allum, confirm¬ 
ing to the Englifii Company the provinces of Burdwan, Midnipore, 
and Chittigong, and the 24 purgunnahs of Calcutta, &c. before 
ceded to them by the Nabobs, Jafficr Ally Khawii and Colfim Ally 
Khawiv Dated die i2tli Au^uft 1765. 

At this happy time our royal firmaun, indifpenfably requiring obe¬ 
dience, is ifilied, that die Chuclahs of BurdAvan, Midnipore, and Chit¬ 
tigong, ficc. and alfo the twenty-four purgunnahs of Calcutta, &c. 
(the zeniindary of the high and mighty, the nobleft of exalted nobles, 
the chief of ^iJlullrious warriors, our faithful lervants and fincere well- 
wifliers, worthy of our royal favours, the Englifli Company) which 
were granted to the faid Company in the time of Meer Mahomed CoC- 
fim atjfl Mper Mahomed Jaflier Khawn, dcccaled.' We, in confidera- 
of thfe attachment of the faid Company,, have been gracioufly 
’pleafedifo confirm to diem, from the beginning of the Fuflul Rubby of 
the Bengal year 1172, as a free gift andultumgau, without the aflb- 
ciation of any other perfon. It is r^qnifite that our royal deicendents 
the Viziers, the beftowers of digiiity,>^lie Onirahs, high in rank, the 
great officers, the Mutfodclecs of the DSS^Wnnec, the managers of the 

^ bufinefi. 
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buiVefs of the ^iiltanuc, the Jagueerdars and Croorlea, as well the fit- 
ture as the prefent, ufing their conftant endeavours for the eftablifli- 
ment of this our royal command, leave the faid diftrifts and purgun* 
nahs in pollefliop of the i&id Company, from generation to generation, 
for ever and ever; looking upon them to be infured from difminiion 
or removal,f they muft on no account whatfoever give them any inter¬ 
ruption, and th^ muft regard them as excufed and exempted from the 
payment of all ftianner of cuftoms and demands. Knowing our orders 
on this fubjeft to be* moft ftn<ft and pofitive, let them not deviate 
therefrom. 

Written the 24th of Sophar, of tlie 6th Year of the Jaloos *• 


Contents of the Zimmun. 

Agreeably to the paper which has received our fign-manual, our 
royal commands are iftued, that the Chuclahs of Burdwan, Midnipore, 
and Ciiittigong, &c. and alfo the twenty-four purgunnalis of Calcutta, 
&c. (the zemindary of the Englifti Company) which were granted to tlie 
faid Company in the time of Meer Mahomed Cofllm, and Mcer Ma¬ 
homed Jaffier Khawn, deceafed, be confirmed to the faid Company, as 
a free gift and ultumgau, without the aflbeiation of any other perfon. 

• 

Chuclah of Burdwan. 

Chiiclah of Midnipore. 

Chuclah of Chittigong, 

Tlie twenty-four purgunnalis of Calcutta, &c. the Zlemindaiy of 
the EnglUb Company. 

Fort-William, September 30th 1765. 


ALEXR, CAMPBELL. 
S. S. C. 


• The 12th Aoguft 1765. 


N-XX. 
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N»XX. 

Copy of thc;Firmaun from The Emperor Shah Allum, con/irm- 
, • ing the Reveriion, in perpetuity, of Lord Clive’s 'Jagueer to the 
Company. . Dated the 12th Augiift 1765. • 

• 

Whereas a funniid has been prefentcd to* us under the fcal of the 
Nabob, Najim al Dowlah Bahader, to the following purport, viz. ** The 
“ fum of 222,958 ficca rupees and odd, agreeably to the Dewannee 
“ funnud, and the funnud of the high and mighty Siijah al Muluck 
“ Hoflani oDowhih Meer Mohamed Jaffier Khawn Bahader, has 
** been appointed from the Purgunnahs of Calcutta, &c. in the Sircar of 
** Sautgaum, &c. in the province of Bengal (the Paradife of the earth) 
** the zemindary^of the Engliili Company, as an unconditional jagueer 
** to the High and Mighty Zubdut al Muluck Niifler al Dowlah Lord 
** Clive, Bahader, now likewile the laid Purgunnahs are confirmed as 
** an unconditional jagueer to the High and Mghty aforelaid, from the 
“ 16 th May of the 1764th year of the Chrillian ftile (anfwering to the 

14th of Zelcada of the 1177th year of the hegira) to the. expiration 
“of 10 years, they fliall appertain as an unconditional jagueer to the 
“ High and Mighty aforefaid, and after the expiration of this term, 
“ to revert to the Company as an unconditional jagueer and perpetual 
“ gift; and if the High and Mighty aforefaid Ihould die within the faid 
“ term, they fliall revert to the Company immediately upon his death.” 
And whereas the faid ftinnud has met with our approbation at this 
happy time, therefore our royal firmiun, indilpenfably requiring obe¬ 
dience, is iflued; that in conflderation of the fidelity of the Englilh 
Company and the High and Mighty aforefaid, the faid jagueer ftand 
confirmed agreea*bly to the aforefaid funnud: it is requilite that the pre¬ 
lent and future Mutleddees, the Chowdries, Canongoes, Muckaudums, 
Ryots, and all other inhabitants of the Purgunnahs of Calcutta, &c. in 
the Sircar of Sautgaum, See, regard the High and Mighty aforefaid dur¬ 
ing the forementioned term, and after him the Company aforefaid, as 
.j^incondkionaOjiguecrdars, and regularly pay theifl the revenues of the 
i5W*^^iy;)|unn^. , 

Written the 24th Sophar, the 6th year of Jaloos 
• The nth AiJg.\^65« 

E 


Contents 
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* 

Contents of the Ziminun. 

Agreeably to the* paper which has been received, our Hgn manual, 
our royal confmands are illiied, that whereas the fiini of 222,958 fiedh, 
rupees and odd, lifts been appointed from the Purguijnahs of Calcutta, 
6 cc, in th*c Sircar of Sautgaiim, &c. the zeniindmy of the Englifli Com¬ 
pany, as an yinconditional jagueer to the High and Mighty Subdut al 
Muluck Nufler al Dowlah Lord Clive Bahadcr, agreeably to the De- 
wannee fiinnud, and the ilinnud of the Nazim of the province; in con- 
fideration therefore of the attachinent of the High and Mighty afort- 
faid, we have been gracioully plealed to confirm to'him tlic laid Pur- 
gunnahs for the Ijiace of ten years, commencing from the i6tli May of 
the 1764th year of the Chrillian ftile, or 14th of Zeleadaof the iryyth 
year of the hegira; and in confidcration* of the attat^Jmient of the Eng- 
lilli Company, we have granted the laid Purgunnahs to them after tlie 
expiration of the afbrelaid term, as an unconditional jagueer and per- 
](SetuaI gift; and if the High and Mighty aforefaid llioiild die witliiii 
this term, the faid Purgunnahs are to revert immediately to the Englifli 
Company. 

Fort William, the 30th September 1765. 

A true Copy. 

ALEX*' CAMPBELL. 

S. C. 


N® XXL 

Copy of the Firniann fi’om The Emperor Shah Allum, granting 
to the Company the Five Northern Sircars of Sicacole, &c. Dated 
12th Angiifl: 1,765. 

In thefe happy times, our firmaun, full of fplendor an(>,w 61 'uiy obe¬ 
dience, is defeended, purporting, that whereas Salabat Jung Bahader, 
Subahdar of the Deccan, conferred the Sircar of Sicacole, &c. on the 
French Company j and that.^ in conje^uence of its not being confirmed 



A P P E N 


D I X. ^ 

us, either by firmaun or otherwife, the high, mighty, and glorious 
Chiefs of the Khawns, cholcn of the Omrahs, Seapoy Surdai's, truly 
faithful, worthy of receiving favours and obligations, our invariable 
,^nd - never-failing /riends and well-wifliers, the EngfilU Company, 
(having fcnt a large force for that purpofc) did expel the French tlicrc- 
from. We therefore,'ill confideration of ti^e fidelity and good wiflieS 
of the High, Mighty, &c. Sec. Englifli Company, have fiV)m ciir throne, 
the hafis of the ivorld, given them tlie afbrcmentiQned Sircars by way 
of iniani or free gift (without the leaft participation of any peribn 
whatever in the fame) from the beginning of t!ie PhiifTiil of Tnccaii- 
coonl, in the year of Phaly 1172, equal to the month of April 1762. 
It is incumbent therefore upon you, our Sons, Omralis, Viziers, Go¬ 
vernors, Miitfcddees for tlie affairs of our dewanfliip, Mootccophils fbr 
thofl* of our kingdom, Jagueerdars and Creories, both now and here¬ 
after, for ever and ever, to ufe your endeavours in the flrcngthcning 
and carrying into execution this our moft high command, and to cccle 
and give up to the above-mentioned Englifli Company, their heirs and 
defeendents, for ever and ever, the aforelaid Sircars, and cftecining 
them likewife free, exempt, and fafe from all dilplacing and removal : 
by no means whatever, cither molcft: or trouble them, on account of 
the demands of the Dewan’s office, or thofe of our Imperial Court. 
Looking upon this high firmann as an ablbhite and pofitive order, 
obey it implicitly. Dated the 24th of the moon Sopliar in the lixth 
year.of our reign. 


Forms made ufc of on the back of the Firmaun. 

From the fccrctary, fitting forth, tliat his Mujefly had been plcafcd 
to fjgn a petition^ (I’uppoied to be from the Company) of tiie fame date 
as the nrniaiin, dlrccling, that whereas Salabac Jung Bahader, Subalidar 
of the Deccan, conferi'cd the Sircar of Sicacole, &;c. on the French 
Comp iny, and that in conlcqucncc of it’s not being confirmed by his 
Majelty, cither l>y firmaun or otlicrwife, the Higi), Mighty, &c. Sec. 
^ntglifli (having lent a large force fbr that purpofc) did cx- 

eh tjicrcfroni. ITis Majcfly therefocc, in confideration 
ofihc of the aforefaid Englilli Company, has given them (with¬ 

out tlie participation of any perfon whatever in the liime) the above- 
ancniioiietl Sircars by way of iniani or fft^gift. t 

* Equal to the 12th AuguftVj^<# 
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Then follow two orders from the Mogul; the firft, (uppofed to be 
in his own hand, addrelled to his fon Mirza Mahomed Acour Shah Ba-^ 
hader, telling .him to comply with the contents of this firmaun ; the 
other, dire<Jling that the Englifh Company be under his fon’s command* 
or in hisjHcHiula. ' The whole attefted under Kazy inauyet Khawn's 
fcal to be a true copy from the olriginaL • 


N** XXII. 

Copy of the agreement whereby the Right Honourable Robert Lord 
Clive, on the part of the RngUni Eaft India Company, agrees to 
pay the King Shah Allum, from the revenues of Bengal, Bahar, 
and Orifla, the fiim of twenty-fix lacks, or 325,000!. per an- 
• num, ill gratitude for the favours which his Lordftiip and the 
Company had received from His Imperial Majesty. Dated 
19th Augufi: 1765. 


Articles oTagreement with liis Majefty* 

The Nabob Najim' al Dowlah agrees to pay to his Majefty out of the 
revenues of Bengal, Bahar, and Orifla, the llim of 26 lacks of rupees 
a year, without any dedui^on for batta,. on bills of exchange, by re¬ 
gular monthly payments,, amounting to Rs. 216,666 10 9 per month;, 
the firft payment to commence from the ill of September of the prefent 
year; and the Engfifh Company^ in confideration of his Majefiy’s 
having been graciotflty pleafod to grant them the dewannee of Bengal,. 
&c. do engage thenifelves to be focurity for the reghlar payment of the 
lame. It fliall be paid month by month from the factory of Patna, to 
Rajah Shetabroy, oi* whomfoever his Majefty may think proper to no¬ 
minate, that pL may be forwarded by him to the court: but in cafe the 
territories o^^tlffr jffiircfaid Nabob fhould be invaded^^^ foreigp 
enemy, a dfjduiHiqn is then to be made out of the ftip\jaie'dyjr^;^»'’siS„ 
proportionably to the damage that may be fuftained. ■*" • 

In confideration of NudjufFKliawn’s having j.oined the Englifh forces, 
and ailed in his Majefty^s fer<, ice in the late war; his Majefty will be- 
^racioufly pleafed to allowb^m the lum of two lacks of rupees a year, 
'to be paid by equal mdiv-hly payments ; the firft payment to commence 
from the ift of Scpten&cr of the prefent year; and in default thereof, 

the 
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the Englilli Company, who are guarantees for the faqae, will ma]^« it 
good out«of the revenue allotted to his Majefty from the territories of 
Bengal. If the ttaritorics of Bengal fliould at any time be invaded, 
and on that account a deduction be made out of the royal revenue ; in 
fuch cafe a proportionable deduction Oiall alfo be made out of Nudjuff 
Khawn’s allow'ance. • • 

Dated the I9tii of Auguft 1765. 

Fort-William, 30th September 1765.. 

A ti*ue Copy. 

ALEX*^ CAMPBELL, 

S. S. C. 


N“ XXIIL 

Copy of the Articles of Relignation agreed to in July iy 6 y, 
whereby the Nabob, Najim al Dowlah, agrees to accept ot 
the funi of 5,386,131 rupees 9 annas, or 673,266 pounds 
fterling, for the fupport of his government and dignify > becaufe 
His Imperial Majesty Shah Allum had been plealed to give 
the revenues of his nabobjhip to the Engllfli Eaft India Company. , 

Agreement with the Nabob made by Mr. Francis Sykes in July 1765., 
(See his letter to the Secret Committee at Calcutta, dated the aSthk 
July 1765.) 


The King having been gracioufly pleafed to grant the Englifh Com¬ 
pany the dewa^nnee of Bengal, Bahar, and Oriflii, with the revenues 
thereof, as a free gift for ever, on certain conditions, whereof one is, 
that there fl^all be a fuBicient allowance out of the laid revenues for 
fiijjporting the cxpence of the Nizamut; be it known to all wliom it 
may concern, that I do agree to accept of the annual fum of ficca ru- 
pecsT'Tl^/*.! 3 r 9 o as an adequate allowance for *the fupport of the 
"i^AaAiutj^vhich.is to be regularly paid as follows, viz. the fum of ficca 
rup^,*^778,854 i o for my boufehold expences, fervants, See, and 
the remaining fum of rupees 3,607,277 8 o for the maintenance of 
fuch horfe, fcapoys, peons, Bercin^Iazes, &9. as may be thought ne- 
celfary for my Sewawry, and the fd^ort of my dignity only, fliould 
fuch ^ expence hereafter be thought hece|Iary to be kept up, but on 

'■* no 
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ho •account ever Jt6 exCefed that amount; and having a perfc£i: reliance 
on Maeen al Dowlah, I defire he may have the diiburfing pf rupees, 
3,607,2177 8 o for the purpofes before-mentioned.* This agreement, by 
the bleffing of God, I hope will be inviolably obferved, as long as the i 
Englifii Company’s fa^ories continue in Bengal. 

I 

^ A true Copy. * 

f • ALEX. CAMPBELL. 

s. s. c. 


N* XXIV. 

Tlie Memorial of Mr. Thomas Hamilton, to the Honourable the 
Mayor’s Court of Calcutta. Dated 13th June, 1769. 

• To the Honourable the Mayor’s Court for the town of Calcutta, at 
Fort-William, Bengal. 

The Memorial of Thomas Hamilton of Calcutta, furgcoii, 

Sh eweth. 

That fometime, in or about the month of June laft pall, the memo- 
rialift was a fuitor in this honourable court, agaiiift Ramababoo, de¬ 
fendant, and employed Mr. Richard Whittall, one of the* attornies of 
this court, as his attorney, to profecute and maintain the fame. 

That, in the courfe of iakl iliit, the inemorialift was informed, and 
did, on very good authority, believe, that the faid defendant was going 
to leave Calcutta, and retire out of the jurifdidion of .this honourable 
court. 

That in confequence of ftich information, the memoriAlifi took the 
neceflary and ufual fieps to fecure himfclf and fuit, by fwearing, by 
affidavits drawm by his laid attorney, to the triitli of his demand, and 
his belief of the laid defendant’s being about to depart 
oblige the faid defendant to give bail, as is the conftant and^tiyyiw^lc ^ 
pratlice of this court, as the memorialill; is adviled. 

That after tome time, the incniorialilt finding, notwitliftandlng his 
affidavits fworn as abovd recited,yfhat no warrants were iffiied to com¬ 
pel the laid defendant to give b^as required, the memorialifi: imagined 
iiiinlclf negleded by his fai^t attorney ; and in confequence verj^ freely 

I' com- 
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communicated his fentiments to his'faid attorney, who excufed himfeir, 
by declaring it was not in his power to do what he coftceived be ought 
for the ntemovi^iit^fof’ajmucb as he ivas brow-bcatf and intimidated by 
Cornelius Goodwin, Ef^uire, then Mayor, and even threatened to be ex~ 
pellcd the court on the occajion • and that the faid Mr.* Goodwin, then 
Mayor, did, in or about the 7th day of June aforflaid, in open court in 
judgnient fitting, dcehire, that the wcmorialijVs oath ought tto} to be taken ; 
and that the defendant_ had been 'with him at his honfcy and had there fa- 
tisfied him, that he, the defendant, was a man of j'ubflance ; and the re- 
fiilt of the laid private interview between the faid Mayor and the laid 
defendant, was the laid Mayor’s then and there, in oju'ii court, declar¬ 
ing, that the fticmorialift’s faid affidavits lliould not be taken nor ad¬ 
mitted ; and though warrants had been before ordered, they 'luere that 
fnpcrf'cdedy and bail was dircBcd not to be given ; at the liimc time tlie 
mcmoriaUll’s laid attorney was obliged to be lilent in his behalf, being 
at the fame time and place, by tlic laid Mayor, threatened to be ex¬ 
pelled hhc conrty if ever lie undertook fiicli a caufe in future. 

Hiat the laid Mr. vVliittall, t'le nicmorialiirs attorney, hath ffiicc, 
and very lately, further advifed the mcmoralill, that on or about Tiicl- 
day the 30tli day of May laft pall, he the laid Cornelius Goodwin, then 
an Alderman, did in public court, then and there declare, that the faid 
Mr. Whittall had drawn in tlie mcmorialilt to iwcar to an affidavit to 
make a man give bail (meaning in the above caule) and had perfuaded 
the memorialift to fwear to the fame. 

'fhe memorialift therefore conceives himlelf greatly wronged and 
aggrieved, ^loth in his chara<fter, reputation, and interell, by the fcan- 
dalous and injurious fpccchcs, and moll partial proceedings of him the 
faid Cornelius Goodwin, in hearing any party in a caulc pending in 
this honourable court, at his own jionfc, and then coiniiig to the bcncii, 
and there refitiing the memorialift the bcnclk of the laws of !iis conn- 
try, bccaufe he was plealed to I)c fatisfiecl with the iidveilc p n jy, jiri- 
vatcly in his own houle. Which proceedings of him, the {hid Corne¬ 
lius Goodwin, tlie memorialift doth aver and maintain to be repugnant 
to equity and good confcience, and manifeftly tending to the infamy, 
wrom;r t-ntj injury of the nicmorialill:, and llicfi as require imme^diate 
rc^rqj^s and relief.; the whicii, in order to obtain, is the true intent and 
meaning of this memorial to this honourable court, if happily the fame 
may be thereby had; the memorialift humbly conceiving, that being 
an Alderman of this court is no fAKlion for*the laid Mr. Goodwin’s 
treating him as the meft infamous of iiS*n, by faying that his oath ought 

2 not 
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not to be taken, or that he is to be drawn in or perfuaded, either by 
his attorney or any other peribn, to fwcar to any thing wherein his con- 
fcience does not take part; or that he U thereby at liberty, on any 
private conference with the niemorialiiPs adverfary out of* court, to de¬ 
prive him, a true and liege BritKh ilibjeft, of the benefit of the laws of* 
his country: from which alone he experts redrefs in .this honourable 


court. 

Calcutta, f 
13th June, 1769. 


rnOK HAMILTON. 

A true Copy. 


Signed J.^^MAY, regifter. 


N® XXV. 

The Anfwer of Cornelius Goodwin, Efquire, Alderman, and late 
Mayor of Calcutta, to die Memorial of Mr. Thomas Hamilton ; 
addrclTed to the Honourable the Mayor’s Court of Calcutta. Dated 
27th June, 1769. 

To David Killican, Efquire, &c. Members of the Honourable 
the Mayor’s Court. 

Gentlemen, 

Mr. Thomas Hamilton having prefented to this honourable court a 
memorial, fetting forth fome pretended injuries or grievances received 
from me, or through my means, refpeding a fuit he commenced in 
this honourable court againil Ramababoo, on or about* the month of 
June laft paft, and it appearing to me, that T am gfeatly injured in 
the reprefentation of thole grievances, I think it incumbent on me, for 
my own juftification, to acquaint this honourable couA with the le- 
veral circumftances relating thereto, as far as I can recolleft after fo 
great a diflance 6f time, and fliall then leave it to the judgmqnt^.of this 
honourable court, how far I have merited the memorialift’s acculations^,*' ' 

I admit, that the ihemorialift did apply to me, a*s the then fhayoB, 
for a warrant to oblige Ramababoo to give bail in the liiit commenced 
agaiiift him by the faid ^memorialjft ; and in confequence of faid appli¬ 
cation I granted a warrant, put feveral creditable and reljponlible 

people 
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people earning Jhortly after to me, ana ajfuring me that the (kid Rama- 
baboo was a man of fubftance and property, and nol about to de¬ 
part the jurtidiftion oCthis honourable court; and as a confirmation of 
what they had nlTured me, the faid Ramababoo having produced at the 
•ifanie time (everal iptereft bonds to a confiderable amount, for monies 
lent by him to feveral gentlemen in the fettlemeAt, I was induced to 
put a flop to the execution of the faid warrant and the fucceeding court 
day I verbally related the foregoing circumftances, in ^juftification of 
my condud: upon the occaiion, to the members then with me upon the 
bench, who made no obje^ion thereto. 

Re(pe£fing the meniorialifl’s reprefentation of being informed by his 
attorney, Mr. WliittalJ, that it was not in his power to do what he con¬ 
ceived he ought for the memorialift, fbralinuch as he was brow-beat 
and intimidated by me, and even threatened to be expelled the court 
on the occafion, I do moft folemnly declare thefe adertions of Mi% 
Whittalfs to be falle ; and, to the beft of my remembrance, I faid no¬ 
thing more to liini upon the occafion, than blaming him for advifipg 
his client to apply for the warrant, and recommending to him to be 
cautious in future in his application for warrants of that kind. I muft 
beg leave al(b to remark, that it appears (by the firft part of the me- 
morialifPs reprefentation on this head) the memorialifi: had not been 
informed by his attorney, Mr. Whittall, for fome time, of what had 
palled in the court relative to the warrant being fuperfeded; or even . 
till the memorialift had applied to his (aid attorney upon the occafion, 
when he charged him with having been neglected by him. How Mr. 
Whittall accounted for this omiflion, I can*t pretend to fay ; but I am 
inclined to think, he would not have deferred informing his client with 
what he afterwards did, as is fet forth by the memorialift, if it had been 
real; nor was it, jiiftifiable in him to omit giving his client the earlieft 
notice of the warrant being ftiperleded, together with the rcafon which 
was afiigned for it. 

The memorialift's reprefentation, refpe<fling a declaration of mine in 
open court, that his oath ought not to be taken, and his afiidavit not 
admitted, doth, in my opinion, confute itfelf; it .evidently appearing, 
that I laid the blame entirely on Mr. Whittall for applying for the war¬ 
rant, and therefore could not, with the leaft propriety, point at the me¬ 
morialift ; nor had I any right, without the concurrence of the other 
members upon the bench, to exprels niyfolf in Ip didfatorial a manner 
as is let forth by the memorialift. 


F 


In 
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In anfwer to the memorialift’s reprefenting luS having been very 
lately adviled 'by his attorney, Mr. Whktall, that I, as an alderman, 
did, on or about the 30th day of May laft-, 'in public court cleclare, that 
tlij faid Mr. Whittan had drawn in the memorialift to ^ear to an affi¬ 
davit to make a man give bail, and had perfuaded the memorialift to’ 
fwcar to tl^e fame, f'beg leave to let forth to this hoirourablc court the 
circumftance that occafioned the memorialift’s name to be meiiiioned 
that day in codrt; and which was as follows. 

Mr. KlUican, tlie-prelent Mayor, being then upon the bench, was 
obferving to Mr. Miller and myfelf, that he fliould be cautious in future 
how he granted warrants, as he had reafon to apprehend they were too 
frequently applied for without proper foundation. In confequence of 
this, 1 laid (without the leaft intention of injuring the memorialift) that 
I recoIle£led Mr. Whittall had prevailed upon the memorialift to apply 
laft year for a warranty which afterwards appeared to me to be mine- 
cefFiiiy: and this, to the heft of my reinembrance and belief, was all 
that was laid upon the fubjetft. I muft now beg leave to inform this 
honourable court, that the next day, or two days after the above con- 
verfation, tlie memorialift came to my hoiife, feemingly in great wrath, 
and challenged me with having faid in court, at the time aforefaid, that 
he had taken a falle oath. My anfwer to him was, tliat I had not faid 
fo. Whereupon he told me, that Mr. Whittall was his author; and 
that he, the memorialift, was ready to Avear it. About half an hour 
after the memorialift left my houfe, I went to the court-houfe, where I 
accidentally met Mr. Whittall, and took that opportunity to tax him 
with what the memorialift had told me, as aforefaid : to v/liich he replied, 
that he did not tell the memorialift any fitch thing. I then afliired him, 
that the memorialift had faid fo ; and in confequence of it concluded, 
that he would have cleared up the point with the memorialift, and that 
•I fliould have heard no more of it. * 

Having adhered ftridlly to truth in the foregoing relation, by way of 
reply to the feveral acculations fet forth againft me by*i!ic memorialift, 
in his faid memorial, 1 flatter myfelf with not having merired any part 
of the faid accufatiolis; and that I fliall ftand exculpated tlicrofrom by 
this honourable court, as likewile from having any intentions of in¬ 
juring the memorialift. 

In regard to Mr. Whittall, I can’t help faying, that I look upon him 
to have been the promoter of/the injurious accufatlons, and humbly 
conceive his proceeding in the cafe to be very unwarrantable in the 
character of an attorney of this honourable court; and doubt not, upon 
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ddc cofifideration, that proper notice will be taken of It tlie 'mem¬ 
bers of this honourable court, to whole judgment I lubmit myielff and 
am, with all due relpeft, 

• Gentlemen, 

Your moft obecRent Icrvayit, 

Calcutta, 27th June 1769. (jORNEL®. (SOODWIN. 


A true Copy. 


J. MAY, regifter. 


N® XXVI. 

The Memorial of Alexander Jephlbn, Eftiuire, to the Honourable 
the Court of Directors of the United Company of Merchants of 
England trading to the Eaft Indies ; witli the opinion of Sir Wil¬ 
liam De Grey, Sir Fletcher Norton, and Charles Sayer, Elquire^ 
thereupon. 

To the Honourable Court of Direflors of the United Company of 
Merchants of England trading to the Eaft Indies. 

The Memorial of Alexander jephibn, late of Bengal, Merchant, but 
• now of Loudon, 


Sheweth, 

That your memorialift, in the year 1762, went to Bengal under free 
merchants covenants by your permiffion granted in that year; and 
during his refidence there, and in tlie year 1766, he married Mrs. 
Gallopine, widow and executrix of the late Peter Gallopine of Calcutta,- 
whofe cllate your memorialift found in great confuflon, and large de¬ 
mands ‘rtgaiiift it; and your memorialift examined and perufed his 
books of accounts with as much care and attention as they would admit 
of,'they having been very irregularly kept, and no balance of his cafli 
book having been ft ruck for Ibme years. 

Tliat it appeared to your memorialift on fuch examination, that it 
was impoHible any judgment could be formed of his affairs by the ftate 
of tlie books at the time of his death, although it was cruelly reported 
,that Mr. Gallopine had died worth njoney, which report has been of 

F 2 great 
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great detrimentrto the creditors of the eftate as well as to your memo- 
lialifl; for, upon making up the accounts of the faid eftate, your me- 
morialift found the fame greatly iniblvent to the''amount of near a lack 
of rupees; and in conlcquence of there not being iufficient allets to far- 
tisfy all the creditoas on the eftate, your memoriaiift, and his wife as 
executrix, fhad feveral fuits commenced againft, them in the Mayor^s 
Court at Calcutta. • 

That in the year 1767, your memoriaiift and his wife intended to 
come to England, and had engaged their paftage, but were prevented 
by the Mayor's Court, wlio called upon your memoriaiift to give fecu- 
rity, on leaving the countiy, for the amount of all the debts and de¬ 
mands on Mr. Gallopine's eftate; alledging, that as the executrix had 
paid feveral debts in full, ftie ought to pay the remainder, or make an 
equal dividend of the eftate, and that lb much as was overpaid of what 
the dividend would have amounted to, muft be paid out of her own 
feparate eftate : to this your memoriaiift anfwcred, in behalf of the exe- 
cittrix, that fuch debts as were paid were juft demands, and not dil- 
puted, and were paid by her as they were demanded, before any fuits 
•were commencedy and before it ivas known that the ejiate was infolvent, 
and on a fuppofition that there would be fujfcient ajfets to anfwer the 
whole demands on faid ejiate: your memoriaiift allb acquainted the 
court, that there was a large fum of money due to the executrix on account 
of her marriage fettlement with Mr. GallopinCy which was her own proper 
money, atid fettled upon her before her intermarriage with Mr, Gallopine, 
and isefed in the hands of trufiees, which Mr. Gallopine afterwards pojfejfed 
himfelf of by being attorney for one of the trujlees, without the know¬ 
ledge or confent of the executrix, and thereby your memorialijl became the 
greatejl creditor : that as all the effeBs had been accounted for which came 
to tJte hands of the executrix and your memorialijl, their demanding fuch 
fecurities from your memorialijl on an injolvcnt ejiate, was unjujl and 
contrary to law, and therefore your memoriaiift refufed^to comply with 
giving liich fecuritici>: the court then obliged your memoriaiift to make 
an affidavit in court, that your memoriaiift would ftay another 5 ear for 
the fatisfa<ftion of the* creditors, which your memoriaiift was compelled 
to comply with, or hp would have been lent to prifon; which compullion 
has been a great expence and lols to your memoriaiift. 

The court then promlled they would hear the caules in the courle of 
the twelve months, arfd that your memoriaiift lliould not be detained 
any longer on account of thefe affairs. 

That your memoriaiift gave public notice for all perfons having de¬ 
mands on the faid cllate, to make them on or before the i ft of Septem- ^ 

ber. 
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ber, that your memorialift might not be prevented coining to England 
the next )^bar j and, as it appeared the Banyan, who had the manage* 
ment of Mr. GaIlopihe*s aftalrs in his life-time, hs^d not given in proper 
^ • and clear accounts, and had allured the executrix that there v/ould be 
fuficient ajjets to ]>ay all the debts on the ejlate, besides her own money due 
by virtue of tlk fettjementt your memorialiH;, fiilpeiVmg him guilty of 
fbine fraud, caufed a bill to be filed againll: him for the difeovery of 
the elfe<fl:s, and alfo to latisfy the creditors, who ftill could not be per- 
luaded that the eftate was inlblvent, though yoifr memorialift filed his 
account of the eftatc in the Mayor^s Court in Oflober; and your me¬ 
morialift aftenv^rds delivered in al! the books, papers, and accounts be¬ 
longing to the laid Peter Gallopine’s eftate to the Regifter of the Mayor’s 
Court, by order of the court, for the infpedUon of the creditors. 

That the next year, in February 1768, your memorialift was pre¬ 
paring to come to England ; when feveral of the creditors, who then had 
fiiits depending in the Mayor’s Court, filed a new bill againft the exe¬ 
cutrix and your memorialift; and though they made the debts amount 
to about 25,000 rupees, they drew out an account of what a dividend 
would produce, and again demanded a fecurity from your memorialift 
of about 78,000 rupees. 

That your memorialift had often attended the court in the courle 
of the twelve niontlis, and acquainted them that it was his firm intention 
to leave Bengal that feafon, and prelented leveral petitions requefting 
they would finilh the affairs, agreeable to their alTurances of laft year; 
alfo of his having taken a pallage on board the Northington, Cap¬ 
tain Seaiy, who was to fail the lattfir end of FebruaiT* or beginning of 
JMarcIi, in order to bring them on to a conclufion, as your memorialift 
found he could be of no further fervice to the eftate, and his own af¬ 
fairs requiring* his prelence In Europe, befides that his health had been 
much impaired : and upon this bill being filed on tlie i ^tli of February 
1768, a few^days only before your memorialift was to embark, the 
court ifllied out a Avarrant, called a Ne exeat regno^ which was in the 
words following: 


“ By the Honourable the Mayor’s Court Calcutta at Fort Wil- 
** liam in Bengal: 

“ To the Sheriff* ofCalcutta afbrefiiid, and thctfiftrifl thereof, greeting: 

** Becaufe we have received certain intelligence that Alexander 
♦* Tephfon and Phiiladelphia his wile, who is widow and executrix of 

*. Peter 
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“ Peter G.illopine, late of Calcutta aforefaid* merchant, deceafedi pro- 
“ pofe iinmccliately to depart out of the jurilclidion, or out 9^the reach 
“ of t!ie procefs of this Court, towards parts beyond feas, to the very 
“ threat ilamagc of tlifs Court, and of the fiiitors of this'Court; and 
“ tins Court being willing and dcflroiis to prevent tlic fame, you are 
conimandcxl by this feourt, that without any delay you make the faid 
Alexander Jcphfon and Philadelphia his wife perlbnally to come b6- 
“ fore you and find fuHicient bail, under a certain penalty by you ta 
be reafonably impolsd, for which they will anfwcr to this Court, that 
** they or either of them fliall not prefumc or attempt to depart towards 
** pans beyond feas, or out of the jurifclidlion, or out.of the reach of 
** the proeCiS of this Court, without the Ipecial licence of this Court, 
“ in contempt or to the prejudice or damage of this Court, or of the 
“ fuitors thereof; and if this they fliall refufc to do before yon, then 
do you inimediatcK’’ commit the faid Alexander Jephfon and Phila- 
“ delphia his wife to the prilbn at Calcutta aforefaid, in the lame to be 
“ ke^3t in dole ciiflody until they do this voluntarily; and when you 
“ have lb taken Ihch bail or lecurity, do you certify this court 
“ thereof clearly and diftindly under your leal, at the ihmc time rc- 

“ turning this writ to this Court.-Given under the hands and feals 

** of Cornelius Goodwin, Efq; Mayor, and of Mr. David Killican, one 
** of the aldermen of Calcutta aforefaid, and under the fcal of the laid 
Court, this nineteenth day of February, in the year of our Lord 
1768. 


(Signed) « CORNEUUS GOODWIN, Maydr. (L. S.) 

« DAVID KILLICAN, Alderman. (L. S.) 

(L. S.) John Holme, regifter. 

Take good bail for current rupees Icventy-cighc thonfand fix hundred 

** forty-four, and four annas, and one pice.” 

This proceeding* yout mcmorialift looked upon as illegal, and would 
not comply with ; in conlcquence of which your mcmorialill was ar- 
refted by the Slieriir by •virtue of the above warrant, and committed to. 
prilbn, without being allowed twenty-four hours to procure bail. 

Your memoriallft immediately applied to the Governor and Council 
of Calcutta for redrefs, as per the following letter : 


“ To 
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^ To th^ HonourftHe Hany Verelft, Efq; Prcfident arid Governor. 

“ •and the Council of Fort William# 


“ HononraWc Sir and Sirs, 




, “ I leave to inform you, that by virtue of an illegal warrant ijp- 
ftied from the fionourable the hiayor*s Court, under the hands and 
leals of Cornelius Goodwin, Eli]; Mayor, ayd Mr. David KilUcan, 
one of the’ aldermen, I am this day committed a doll* prifoner to the 
jail of this town, wliich ])uts me under the diliigreeable neccllity of 
requiring your immediate protection as an inhabitant of this fettle- 
men t, under the protection of tlic Honourable Company as a free 
merchant, and likcwife as a fubjecl of the King of Great Britain, 
that I may he ]>ropcrly rcdrelll’d, and proceed to England in The 
Northington, Ca])Lain Sealy, agreeable to the pennliiion you have 
been pleafed to give me. 


(f 


I am, with the grcate/l relpcd:, 
** Honourable Sir and Sirs, 


** Your moft obedient fervant, 

(Signed) « ALEXANDER JEPHSON.’* . 

In the Jail of Calcutta, 

23d February 1768. 


But they informed your memorialifl: that nothing but decrees regu¬ 
larly appealed from were cogni/ahle by them, as per the following 
letter: 


* ** To Mr. Alexander Jephfon. 

« S I R, . • 

• 

** I am dlrcclcd by the Honourable tlie Prclitiqnt and Council to ac- 
knowledge recci])t of your letter of this date ; and to acquaint you in 
** reply, tliat your application to them can only be as Governor and 
“ Council, or as a Court of y^}>pcaI3 ; in the Jattcr cale, nothing hut 
** decrees in the Mayor’s Court, regularly appealed throiigli nil the 
forms, are cognizable by them : in the former cafe, as the Mayor’s 
** Court, a King’s court ol’record, is no ways dependant on tlicm in 

* their 
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their judicial capacity, nor no ways anfwerable ibr their proceed- 
** ings, they, as a governor and council, have no right interfere, 
even in an illegal a£t. 

^ ** I am, S I R, 

t 

^ “ Your moft humble fervant, 

, (Signed) SIMEON DROZ, fecrctaty." 


Fort WilFiam, 23d Fe^ 
bruary 1768. 


That the attorney for your memonalift during fuch confinement 
waited feveral times on Mr. Droz the Sheriff, and afked what bail was 
required for the enlargement of your memorialift and his wife, who 
•fometimes referred him to the court, fometimes to the plaintiff's, and 
fbmptimes to the Mayor. 

Tliat your meraorialift’s attorney then informed Cornelius Goodwin, 
Efq; Mayor, and Mr. Droz the Sheriff, he was come to depofit the 
78,000 rupees, the fum marked in the writ, in the Company’s treafury, 
or any other fum which fliould be required ; but they abfolutely refufed 
to accept of fuch or any other fecurity whatfbever. 

. That the faid Cornelius Goodwin, in the courie of the proceedings 
againfi; your memorialift in the faid Mayor’s Court, did frequently de¬ 
clare that your memorialift fliould be detained in the country; and 
when your iiiemorialift’s faid attorney ftated to the court the illegality 
of fuch proceedings, and that they were not agreeable to the laws of 
England, he the faid Cornelius Goodwin declared. That thc^ had no¬ 
thing to do ivith the laws of England there ; that the Ittws of England 
were never made for them ; and declared he would not ff much as hear the 
laws of England named while he fat upon that bench : That the faid Cor¬ 
nelius Goodwin, Mayor, and David KilJican and John Fevett, two of 
the aldermen, had a converfation with the Sheriff; and your memo- 
rialift’s attorney waited upon the Sheriff, who informed him that your 
memorialift would be releafcd on giving fecurity for the money: 
whereupon your memorialift’s attorney, by order of your memorialift^ 
offered Mr. Williamfon to be fecurity, who was then accepted of; but 
the next morning the Mayor informed your memorialift’s attorney, 
that the Sheriff would not accept of any fecurity, without an order of 
court, for the enlargement of your memorialift and his wife. 


That 
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That a court was then (Ummoned (ift Mai*ch) al.which was, pre&nt 
the Mayor, land Meflrs* Lear, Killican, Cator, and Letett, al^nhen, 
when bail w^aS again qffered by your memorialift’s attorney; Apd Mr. 
Woodward, one of the aldermen, declared in open court he would be 
•Security for the 7^000 rupees, which was refilled; whereupon yout 
inetnorialift’s attorney and Mr. Woodward then alkbd what bail was re¬ 
quired ; but the court would fix on no fum ;^and faid. Bail •djouldnot he 
taken, as other fuits and demands might afterwards be made on the ejlate, 
and that nothing but your memorialiJPs prefence ii\ perfon to anfwer the 
caufes depending in court would be fatisfailory ; and your memorialift 
received a letter from the Sheriff to that purpole (a copy of which Is as 
follows); 


** To Alexander Jephfon, Efq; 

“ S I U, 

I have received your note, and am to acquaint you in reply, that 
the court has acquainted me, nothing but your prefence and that ^f 
“ Mrs. Jephfon’s to anfwer in perfon to the foveral caules depending 
“ in court can be fatisfadlory to them: in fliort, I am not, nor cannot 
“ take notice of any thing for your enlargement but a fpecial authority 
“ from the court direding me to releafe Mrs. Jephfon and you. It 
“ gives me much pain to be obliged to conform to orders of fo fevere a 
“ nature. 


** I am, SIR, 

“ Your moft humble fervant, 

(Signed) “ SIMEON DROZ, Sheriff.’* 

** I ft March 1768.** 

On receipt of which letter your memorialift immediately wrote to 
the Mayor as follows, but received no anfwer there|:o. 

“ To Cornelius Goodwin, Efq; Mayor, 

• « * 

“SIR, 

I have juft now received a note from Mr. jOroz, that he cannot 
releafe me on any account without an order from you or the Court: 
“ Mr. Thomas Woodward and Mr. William Harwood will be my fe- 

G “ ourity 
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** cuifty to anfwer to the decrees againfl: Mr. Gallopine’s eftate, and 

this is what'I iinderftand is all Gaurt want; therefore, 1^, I de- 
** fire yon will fend orders to Mr. Droz to rel^aie me on'thefe gentle- 
** men's becoming my fccurity, or let me know what I am to do, or 
** what is further wanted of me t thole gentlemen define to know when 
“ you will be at home, and they will wait on you tq juftify as my fe- 
** curity. ' I requeft your immediate anlwer ; and am, * 

“SIR, 

f 

“ Your moll: humble fervant, 

(Signed) « ALEXANDER JEPHSON.’* 

** Calcutta, March iflr, 1768.” 

Your memorialill: was therefore to conlider himfelf as a prlfoner for 
life, as the Court might always make the fame plea as the prefent, That 
4 i'h€r fuits and demands might afterwards be made on the ejlatc: and as 
your memorialilf was confeious he had done his duty in the manage¬ 
ment of the ellate ; and that thefe proceedings were contrary to the re¬ 
gular courle of law and juftice j and that your memorialill had no hopes^ 
of ever being redrelTed in India; and that by a continuance there 
under thele cruel circumllances it might put a period to the life of your 
memorialill, who only wanted jullicc and equity to take place: there¬ 
fore your memorialill having given his bond to the Sheriff for the liberty 
of his houfe, on the 2d of March left his houfe, and got into his boat 
with intent to go on board The Worthington, having the Governor and 
Council’s permiflion, and his baggage lent on board; but on his way 
to the fhlp in the river, and near to' Ingellcc, the next day, the 3d of 
March, in the evening, yonr raemorialill's boat was boarded by a mi¬ 
litary lerjeant and Ibfdicrs, with fixed bayonets, pillols, and other 
arms ; alfo the SherilF’s officer with the filver oar, wlio produced the 
orders of the Governor and Council to Captain Sealy and all com¬ 
manders under the Englilh protei^lion (a copy of which order is as 
follows) : 

* 

“ Mr. Alexander Jcphfon and Philadelphia his wife having fled. 
“ from jullice, in defiance of the Jaws of the land, I am directed by 
“ the Honourable, did Prefident and Council to acquaint you, that you 
“ ace oano account to receive them on board your fliip ; and if they 

“ arc 
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are on board, yon are> immediately on recei])t of tIns«tadeEver:tliem 
’** up to the SheriffV officer. 

• * 

,• By order of the Honourable the Prclidcnt aiKi Council. 

(Signed) ** EDWARD BABEk., afliftanUlecrctary.” 

“ Fort William, the ad March 1768.” * 

And in this manner your niemorialifl and his wife were farced back 
to Calcutta, and immediately committed clofe pi*ilbners by the Sheriff; 
and your memorialift was thereby deprived of going in The Northing- 
ton, which was a very great lofs-to your memorialUl and his affairs. 

Your memorialin: was furprized to find the Governor and Council 
OiQuld iflue out fuch orders, after their anfwers to your memorialiil: on 
thefe affairs ; and your memorialifl addrefled them again during con¬ 
finement, by letters dated the 7th and 14th of March, and laidihe 
cafe before them ; alfb requefled fuch letters might be forwarded to this 
Honourable Court; to which your memorialift received the fame an- 
fwer as before. 

Your memorialift and his wife remaining in prifbn, many applica¬ 
tions were made to the Court, the Mayor, and Sheriff, for their en¬ 
largement, as there was only one fhip more. The Admiral Pocock,* 
Captain Riddle, to be difpatched • that feafbn; when the Court at laft 
thought proper to enlarge your memorialift on the 18th of March, on 
giving the fame bail which he had offered before, but which was refufed, 
and fecurity-bonds to anfwer the monies due to the eftates of feveral de- 
ceafed perfbns, to fome of whom Mr. Gallopinc was executor, and to 
others adminiftlrator. 

In confequence of thefe proceedings your memorialift, who together 
with his wife arc now in England, was obliged to leave his cfferi:s in 
Bengal in the liands of his bail for their indemnification ; and' having 
(previous to the ifluing the exeat regno) takeii'his paffage on board 
The Northington, your memorialift forfeited his*paflagc-money, which 
he had actually paid, and which amounted to near.jool. although your 
rftemorialift and his wife came home in another fliip (The Pocock). 

Your memorialift, fince his arrival in England, hgs employed an 
eminent attorney to draw up the cafe, and had the then Attorney Ge¬ 
neral Mr. Dc Grey and Sir Fletcher Norton’s opinion thereon ; who 
declare the ne exeat, and the proceedings of the laid Mayor’s Court, to 
to be illegal, arbitrary, and moft opprcllive ; w'holc opinions your me- 
morialift is ready to lay before this Honourable Court wlien called for ; 

G ft • alfo 
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allb all the other original letters and pa^rs relative to thj^ proceed¬ 
ings ; and alfu is ready to verify the above.chargees by.sdUdavits,. or in 
fuch other manner as your Honours (liall diredl. 

Tour memorialj/i tnoji humbly prays your Honours to take his cafe inta' 
dotf deration ^ and that an enquiry may be had into the condu^ and 
proceedings of Cornelius Goodwin the late Mayor, and the feveral 
other Aldermen of the Mayoir^s Court at Calcutta, whofe conduct as 
judges thereof have been mqft arbitrary and opprejfive in the courfe of 
the proceedings againfi your memoriali/i ; and to order home the faid 
Cornelius Goodwin late Mayor, together with Deruid Killican, Aider- 
man, and Simeon Droz the Sheriff", who have been mofi ablive in op* 
preffing and ir^uring your memorial^, in order to anfwer here for the 
fame ; forafmuch as your memorialiji cannot hope for any redrefs in the 
premfes in the Mayor's Court at Calcutta, and cannot commence any 
fuit agairff them here whiff ih^ are abroad ; and that the bail which 
your memorialiji was compelled to give to the faid Court for all de* 
mands made upon the ejiate of the faid Peter Gallopine, deceafed, 
who being infohent, and your memorialff the greatejl creditor, may 
be ordered to be dfcharged, in order that he may be enabled to recover 
his ^eSls from Bengal ; and to grant fuch further relief to your me¬ 
morialff as to your Honours Jball feem meet,. 

And your memorialift will ever pray, &c. 

• ALEXANDER JEPHSON,. 

.London, 2d March 1771- 


Mr. Sayer^s opinion. 

Mr. Sayer is defired to perule the memorial of Mr. Alexander Jeph- 
Ibn, left Iierewttb,. and his opinion is defired. 

Query I. Whether the ne exeat regno granted by the Mayor’s Court* 
againfi: Mr. Jephfon and his wife was legal, and elpecially as it appears* 
they were executors of an infolvent eftate, and that the lame ifliied 
without any proof before the court to warrant fuch a* proceeding ? 

Anfwer. I have read the memorial of Mr. Alexander Jephfbnj and- 
if there is noreafon to doubt the fa£ls therein contained, the ne exeat regno 
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fe- not only^iJlegal,- but the proceedings relative to Mr. Jfepbibh and Phi¬ 
ladelphia hte wife, under it, are not founded in juftice, but in wickcd- 
nefs and outra^. I am fatisficd in my own mind, that neither Mr. 
.tTornelius <joodwm the Mayor, nor Mr. David Killicatf the Alderman, 
who Hgned the order of the icyth February 1768 for the oomiuitting of 
Mr, Jephfon and wife, without the name of a fingle complainant, could 
conlider it as a regular proceeding in a court of juftice, ,but as an afl of 
power,, fof the gratification of their private malice and celentment.. 

Qiiery IT. If the ifliiing this writ was illegal, under the cifeum*- 
fiances of this cafe, ought not the Prefident and Council to have ad- 
nutted and received the complaint made by Mr. Jephfon, by way of 
appeal froin.the order of court, by which the writ ifTiied, which it appears 
they declined’doing ; and whether they ouglic dbt now fo to do, and 
give the party relief; and upon the whole, what can the Court of Di- 
redors do in this matter, on Mr. Jephfon’s behalf, and what is advifable 
for them to do, to prevent fuch illegal practices for the future?. • 

Anfwer. The Prelident and Council ought to have admitted and 
received the complaint made by Mr. Jeplifon by way of appeal, and 
reverted every proceeding relating to this illegal ne exeat regno ; but 
fo far were tliey from lb doing, that except the proceedings of the 
Mayor’s Court, nothing could be worlc than their anfwer to Mr..Jeph-« 
fon of the 23d February 1768, figned Simeon Droz, fecretary, and 
their order to the Captain of the Northington, of the 2d March 1768, 
figned Edward Baber, not to receive Mr. Jephfon and his wife on. 
board, but immediately deliver them to the Sherilf. Such courts of 
juftice are not only difgraceful to the Eaft India Company, but-the na¬ 
tion ; and if thS Company does not refene the inhabitants in their lettle- 
nients from Inch outrage on their properties, under the malk of juftice,, 
Bengal will be deferted. 

Itruft: thcrc’arc men better qualified forjudges to be found at Ben-- 
gal, than either Mr. Goodwin or Mr. Killican, aftd a very legal and’ 
fair opportunity offers itlblf for removing one or both ol them from the 
feat of juftice, wliifli they have fo fhainefiilly diigisjccd.. 

* Mr. Jephfon’s memorial ftates as a fact, that flie proceedings were 
complained of to the court as illegal, and not agreeable to the laws of 
England ; and that Mr. Cornelius Goodwin declared, they had nothing to 
do with the lawj of England there ; that they were never made for them ; 
and declared, that he would not fo much as bear the laws of England named ‘ 
while he fat upon the bench. 


Ifi 
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If it can be plainly pravcd, that Mr. Goodwin, Mr. Klllicany or any 
other of their afibciates,' the Judges of the Mayor’s Court, pkd, fitting 
in judgment, thefe words, or words to the like effedl, they ought to 
be removed from being Judges of the court, and upoft a complaint in 
writing, in fome perf^n’s name, exhibited againft Mr. Goodwin, or 
any other of the Judges, charging the fa£i above fpecified in writing, 
and a reafonaHe^time given Yo him or them to make their defence, and 
being fummoned for that parpole, if the fadl is proved upon- them, by 
at leaft two witnefies, they may legally, and ought, for the fake not 
only of common jufiice, but common decency, to be dilcharged from 
being Judges of the Mayor’s Court, and, if pofiible, by afppointing other 
Judges, prevent the juftice of that country from being fo fcandaioufly 
adminiftered. 

<# 

Copy of Sir Wiliam De Grey’s Opinion. 

There is lb much irregularity, illegality, and oppreflion in this ftory^ 
that I fcarce know how to believe the parties concerned in tranfading 
it would admit it to be true. I think feveral of the decrees as ilated 
are erroneous, and might be appealed from, the principle of law mil- 
taken, Ibme oPthe orders of the court unjull, and the ne exeat illegal. 
If any of the parties are in England, adions might be brought againll; 
them fw their parts of the tranfadion, as far as they were illegal; but 
before a precile remedy can be pointed out, it would be ncceflary to fee 
the particular proceedings, and to know the fads with accuracy, and 
how far they can be brought home to any perfon now in England. 

An appeal from this or that order or decree, or a petition for leave to 
appeal, would not give a full and adequate relief, and would be at¬ 
tended with great expence. 

The India Company are fo defirous of ellaLlifliing a free courfe of 
juftice in their fettlemcnts, that if the matter is as dated, I cannot hut think 
a memorial to them for a reilitution and fatisfadion, might produce a 
compleater remedy than a procefs at law. 

c , 

Copy«of Sir Fletcher Norton’s Opinion* 

m 

I think there may be cafes w'here it may be legal to detain a perfon in 
India, and to ilTue writ^ of the nature with the prefent; but upon this 
date of fads, all the proceedings againd Mr. and Mrs. Jephfon feem to 
be illegal, .arbitrary, and mod oppredive ; and if there is any doubt oi 
obtaining redrels by the ordinary courfc of proceedings in this country, 
a ' it 
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it may beradviiable to bnng the wliole htthee by appeal, or by -way of 
criminal complaint againft the Mayor and others, who ha\ra:^bcen.aAora 
in thefe opp^jeflions.. ^ 


N“ XXVII. • 

The Cafe of Mr. Richard Whittall; with the*opinioii of John. Dun¬ 
ning, £ix|uire, thereon*. 

Mr. Richard Whittall, an attorney of the Court of King's Bench,, 
with the leave of the Eaft India Company, fome time in April 1764^ 
failed for India, as a free merchant, in order to refide at Calcutta, in 
Bengal. And, on the 6th day of March 1767, he was admitted, and 
fworn one of the attornics of the Mayor's Court there, agreeably to, the 
pradlice of the court; where, by his diligence and good behayiou]^, he* 
acquired great reputation, and by his practice procured a very genteel 
income. 

The Mayor's court at Calcutta, in Bengal, is by his Majefty's charter 
appointed a court of record, for hearing and determining all civil (uits,. 
adions, and pleas, with power to appoint officers and minifters ; arid 
the court is enjoined to adhere ftridlly to the laws of England^ in dll 
Ilich matters as fliould come belbrc them, for their determination.. The 
court confif|;s of a IMayor and nine Aldermen, eledted,. by virtue of the 
charter, by the Governor and Counal; and being either free merchants, 
or fervants of the Company, and many of them holding offices imme¬ 
diately under the Governor, and others being indulged by him with 
the liberty of private trade, or other favours, they arc therefore llibjcdl. 
to the influence and controul of the Governor and Council. And lb 
great is luch.influencc, that a Governor has been known, by his pri¬ 
vate mandate, to put a flop to a trial at law which was.hearing in. the- 
court, all the proceedings being gone throng^h, and the faid- court, 
about* to pafs judgment thereon. And it is likcwilc notorious,, 
tliat if the Governor or Council fliould havc.finy pique or animo- 
Tity againfl any of the attoinies of the Mayor’s Court, private appli¬ 
cation has been made by them to the Mayor and Aldermen for the dil- 
miilion of fuch perlbns ; infbmuch that the attojrnies of the faid court 
have found it hazardous to undertake a fiiit, efpccially in matters of ar-- 
bitrary proceedings, or oppreflion,. wherein the Governor, the Council,. 
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or^any of their favourites have been in the Icaft interefted, oh behalf of 
^d^endants. ' 

About tlic time of Mr. Wliittairs admiflion as attorney pf fhe Mayor's 
Court at Calcutta, Mr. Cornelius Goodwin, then an Alilerman (lince 
Mayor of the faid Court) did declare, that He, the faid Cornelius Good-^*^ 
win, ** would take 'care, when he came to the Mayoralty, that Mr. 

** Whittall ikould not long remain in the office of an attorney of the 
“ faid court; for that he would get him dlfinifled, in order to have 
“ one Mr. Driver, agi intimate of his own, admitted in his‘Head,” or 
words to that effeft. At this time the laid court would only admit four 
attornics to prari:ife in Calcutta; and it is well known that tlie faid 
Cornelius Goodwin has often allumed to himlelf the ofrice of determin¬ 
ing in a private manner, at his own houle, fnits which ought to have 
been brought on in the public court; and has declared, that if the par¬ 
ties would apply to him alone, he would fettle matters without the 
tedious budnels of the law : for which he liad his own private view's, as 
plainly appeared, and has actually, wliilc Mayor, prejudiced, in liicli 
unwarrantable manner, the caufes of feveral perlbns applying ; fetting 
at naught the laws of England, and holding them in contempt, by 
which, as a judge, he ought to have been diredled: laying, ** That 
“ England was a great way off; that they had nothing to do with its 
** laws there(meaning the faid court, where he, the faid Cornelius 
Goodwin, then fat as Mayor) “ That the laws of England were never 

made for India; and that while he prefided on the bench, he w'ould 
** not fo much as hear the laws of England mentioned in that court,” 
or words to that purport or effe<T. Farther, that when the laid Cor¬ 
nelius Goodwin was elecled Mayor, in order to lay a foundation for 
carrying his purpofes declared againft Mr. Whittall the more readily 
into execution, he did frequently intimidate and reprehend the faid 
Mr. Whittall, in the courfe of fuch fuits as he was concerned in ; and 
which, as Mayor of the faid court, came before him in a judicial way, 
with threats of difmiffion and other fuch menaces; forbidding him to 
fpeak on behalf of his faid clients, to the great injury not only of the 
fuitors of the faid court, but alfo of the faid Mr. "Whittall, both in his 
praftice and reputation; decrealing thereby the number of his clients, 
who feared on fuch apeount to entruft him with their caufes, and conlc- 
quently diminilliing his gains and profits by his profeffion. 

And, First, Mr. Whittall being employed for one Rajah Nundcomar, 
an inhabitant of Calcutta, againll Johannes Bogdazar, an Armenian mer¬ 
chant, an intimate friend of Mr. Cornelius Goodwin's, and concerned 
with him in trade ; the matter being a fuit and crols fuit, the faid Cor- 

. nelius . 
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tielitts Goodwin fitthig Prcfident iit the hearing of thoftf fohs; ftjinje 
time in June or July 1768, both fuits were decreed aga?n(l Rajah Ni^hth- 
comar, Whittair«p client, with cofts to be paid to the other ,ps^ty; 
^but the feid RfijaJiNundcomar thinking himielf thereby injured^ Ofciered 
• his attorney, Mr* ^hittall, to appeal from the faid decrees (as war¬ 
ranted by law) to the Court of appeals, confiftlng* of the Governor and 
Council at Fort William. But upon the .certificates of* ftich appeals 
being lent to, and read in the Mayor’s Court, as ufuVl, the faid Cor¬ 
nelius Goodwin, then Mayor, and by ofiice one# of the Judges of the 
faid Court, broke forth into a violent and iinfeemly fit ofrage, and then 
and there abuled the laid Mr. Whittall, who moved to have the fiiics 
marked with the word [appealed] agreeably to tlie praclice of the faid 
court; and declared, That Mr. Whittall ought to be expelled from 
“ being an attorney of the faid court, for daring to appeal the caufe^ 
abovenamed ; for that he was not fit to be an attorney of that court, 
** and had only advifed fiich appeals, in order to put his client to ex- 
penccsand aflerted, that Mr. Whittall ought to be difinifiei^ ofi 
tliat account. And, in fact, had not the other Aldermen, then upon 
the bench, proved more moderate, he would tlien'iind there have been 
difiiiifled from his office and practice. 

NcVerthelefs the decrees of the Mayor’s Court in thefe cauies were er¬ 
roneous ; and when the faid caiifes were heard before the court of ap¬ 
peals, the Govx'rnor and Council thought fit to reverfe the fame in favoi^ 
of JMr. Whktair.’i cllejit. Rajah Nundconiar abovementioned. 

And Farther, Mr. Hamilton, furgeon of Calcutta, having employed 
Mr. WhittalMn three fuits agaiiift a eprtain mercjiartt, called, Ramababoo, 
and others, informed Mr. Whittall, that he had fpeclal information while 
the fuits were yet depending, that Ramababoo was about to quit the coun* 
try; and defired Mr. Whittall to prepare affidavits, and go with him Co 
Mr. Goodwin, then Mayor, to fwcar him thereto, in order to obtain 
warrants for holding him to bail in the laid fuits, which Mr. Wliittall 
accordingly tfid. Mr. Goodwin fwore him thereto ; ajid on the next 
court day, being the 3d June 1768, Mr. Whittall filed three affidavits 
for this purpofe in the Mayor’s Court, moving at thfc fame time, that' 
the defendants fliould give in bail on or before the next court day, or 
that warrants fliould iffiie againft them in default thereof, whicb was 
accordingly granted. But on the next court day, being the 7th June, 
Mr. Goodwin, then Mayor, did with great \varmth of fpeech attack 
Mr. Whittall' In open court, demanding how he tame to apply for a 
warrant ? ai;id when^Mr. Whittall, in anfwcr, fpecified the reafons and 
informations above recited, quoting the faid affidavits, the faid Mayor 

H laid. 
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faid, in violent anger, *♦ That fuch affidavits flionld not, or ought not 
“ to have been 'taken or admitted; for that he the faid Cornelius Good- 
win had been credibly informed, tliat Ramabafeoo was not about to 
depart the plaice, br go out of the jurifdidiion of the faid court; and^ 
“ that Kamababoo had produced to him bonds fronv leveral gentlemen 
“ in the lettfement.”* And then Mr. Goodwin proceeded to relate the 
natures of the abovementioned fuits, in a manner greatly to the pre¬ 
judice of the pMntiff, and farther fcverely reprehended Mr. Whittall 
for adviiing (as he laid) his client to make the faid affidavits; adding, 
Tliat if Mr. Whittall ever appeared concerned again in inch fuits, he 
** fliould be difmi/led the court;” obferving, ** that;he would turn 
** over a new leaf with him,” or words to that purport; “ and that 
y Mr. Hamilton would do better to attend to his gally-pots.” 

Mr. Whittall, being by thefe and other fuch like proceedings much 
injured in his reputation and pra<n:ice, did, on the loth June 1768, 
fend to Mr. Goodwin the following letter, an attelled copy of which is 
in ^r, WhittalPs polleffion. 

** To Cornelius Goodwin, Elquire. 

S I R, 

** The many fevere reproofs, abufes, and threatenings, which you 
•* have fo repeatedly made ule of, and thrown out againll me, without 
** any juft caufe, have been attended with the worft of confequences ; 
“ (that is to fay) I have not only thereby been injured in my chara<fter, 
** but have in a great meafure loft my bread. All, or the greateft part 
“ of my clients are clamorous, and fay, that by rcafon 'thereof, they 
“ dare not, nay it is dangerous to entruft their caiifes to my manage- 
ment any longer: and feveralof them have actually applied to other at- 
tornies, alledging, that it is not poffible for me to do them jufticc, 
“ while I am threatened, abufed, ill treated, and intimidated by you, 
“ as I have already been. I have thereby fuftained confiderablc da- 
** mages, and am therefore to alk if you chule fo red *els me in this 
“ matter, not bein^ willing to proceed to extremities without giving 
** .you an opportunity of preventing it; if not, I muft be obliged to ap- 
“ ply for that jufti^e which by law I am entitled to. I requeft the fa- 
** vour of your anfwfcr, and am, 

“SI R, 

Your obedient fcrvant, 

« CJcutta, loth June 176?, RICH. WHITTALL.*' 

. After 
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After the receipt of this letter the matter lay dornvuit till the 30th 
May 1.7^^ f during which time Mr, Goodwin altered his behaviour in 
fuch manner if heliad repented of the injuries Jie had done, the laid 
/Mr. Whittall. But at the fame time, in the Mayor’s Court, where Mn 
Cornelius Goodwill had formerly prefided as Mayor, being then an^i< 
derman, he declared among other things, “ That Mr. Whittall had 
“ drawn Mr* Hamilton in, and perfuaded Mm to mak^ an affidavit the 
** -laft yeav to hold a man at bad.” Upon which Mr. Whittall a’flured 
him, that he had not; and feeing Mr, Hamilton in the hall, acquainted 
him with this injurious and fcandalous accufation* . 

And about tlie i ith July 1769, Mr. Hamilton, by his attorney, Mr, 

' George Sjiarks, moved to file and read in laid court a memorial of 
grievances, which’before had been rejeeVed; but being left by defire 
of the court, Mr. Cornelius Goodwin had obtained a copy * thereof, 
and Jiaving framed an addrefs (with the affiftance of his faid friend Mr. 
Driver) in anfwer thereto, read it in court f upon the very fame day. 
The find Mr. Whittall was therein accuied of leveral faUe charges; 
which being called upon to vindicate himfclf from, he was farther told, 
that he was looked on as the firft mover of all this (meaning IV^Ir. Ha¬ 
milton’s memorial, &c.) and might cxpedl to be difmificd; which had 
then and there been done, but that Mr. Whittall prayed the faid me¬ 
morial and anfwer thereto might be filed and entered on record, and 
that the Regifter might give him copies, in order that he might be pre-* 
pared to make his defence. This being debated, Mr. Cornelius Goodwin 
exclaimed alpud, “ That it was no fuit;—that there was no fuit com- 
menced,”—abfolutely objeding fo the filing or entering the faid 
papers upon record, as in fuch cafes is ufual; nor would allow that the 
Regifter Oiould deliver any copies of them to Mr, Whittall; but faid, 
he would take his anfwer home, to be there tranferibed, and then lend 
Mr. Whittall a copy, or he might take a copy thereof himlelf. Mr. 
John Levett, ^en an Alderman, called the laid Mr. Whittall an incen¬ 
diary : adding, with a fneer, ** That he might have copies, as he ap- 
**^lied, and might form what defence he could, wliiclt the court would 
** aoubtlefs confiderr” which fpeech was delivci'ed, as if the laid Mr. 
Levett thought fuoh defence would but little avail Mr. Whittall* At 
le'iigth however the laid memorial and anfwer, ciiough not filed, were 
ordered to be recorded, and the faid Mr, Whittall allowed to t^c co4 
pies thereof from the Regifter, On Tuelday tHe i8th July 1769, Mir, 

• See the Memorial of Thomas Hamilton, N* XXV. 
f See the Anfwer of Mr. Cornelius Goodwin, N” XXVI. 

H t 
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Whittall moved .the faid court to file and read his petition and remon* 
ilranceon the (aid memorial of Mr. Hamilton, and the anfwer of the 
laid Mr. Goodwin; but the motion' was- over-rule‘d, and it was ordered 
to be taken back again unread, the faid Cornelius Goodwin leaving the^ 
court in an abrupt manner before the faid papers were prelented. But 
Mr. Joleph'Cator, Alderman, gave it as his opinion, ’that they fiiould 
by all means b^ filed,, and entered upon record. On Friday the 2 til 
July, Mr. Whittall again prefented his faid rcmonftrance to‘David Kil- 
lican, Elquire, then Mayor, and the members of tlie court; praying 
that the lame might be filed and read; as allt) that Mr. Hamilton's me¬ 
morial and the anfwer of Mr. Goodwin might be filfed, and entered 
upon record; but this was again refuled, Mr. Goodwin, contrary to 
his ufual cuftom, again abfenting himlelf from the court. But Mr. 
Cator maintaining his opinion of the propriety of filing the papers, 
abovementioned, farther moved the court. But this motion was again 
over-ruled by the mayor; who fummoned, however, a full court for 
thd next court-day, to confidcr of the matter. And on Friday the 23d 
of July, the fame motion was made a third time; when the faid Mr. 
Goodwin, after fomc confultation with the Mayor and fome of the Al¬ 
dermen upon the bench, at length conlented to have it read. On which 
the laid Mr. Whittall read the papers aforementioned, and procured 
the faid memorial, anfwer, and rcmonftrance to be filed and entered on 
‘ record; the Mayor obferving, during the debate, ** That they ought 

to ftudy the honour of the court, and that he thought the affair 
** might be fettled without liich filing and reading, or jhe papers ap- 
** pearing upon record.** Moreover, Mr. Goodwin faid, ** That he 
** never fnppofed or expelled it would have come to this pitch, or this 
“ length.** 

Then the Regifter was ordered to mark the laid memorial of Mr. 
Hamilton, and the anlwer of Mr. Goodwin, as filed on the nth July 
1769, and the petition and rcmonftrance of Mr. Whittall on the 28tli 
day of the fame month, as aforefaid. It is to be obferved, that Mr. 
Goodwin, who at this court repeated his allertion of Ramababoo’s h^g 
a man of property. See. did not do it without foundation ; for’heuad 
lent the faid Mr. Oqrnelius Goodwin 15,000 rupeecj which is equal to 
1875I. fterling (not then repaid) and alfo a conliderable fum to DaVid 
Killican, then Mayor; all which however ought not to have invalidated 
the affidavits proving‘his intended removal, from his own words, as 
before recited. After thefe proceedings Mr. Whittall moved, that the 
matter of his petition and remonftrance Ihould be farther conlidercd, 
And that he might bring proper witnefles to prove the fevcral allegations ^ 

2 therein * 
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^^rein fe^ forth, which he did not imagine would have been objected 
to. But the next court day, which was on the 4th of Auguft, in the 
year aForeifaid, in order to prevent fiich publick hearing, the <aid court 
.difniiiied Mr.* Wbhtall, upon certain other pretences, which were sta 
follow: • 

About June* 1767, Mr, Whittall was employed by one Patrick 
M^faggart of Calcutta, merchant, as his attorney, to reebver in the 
Mayor's Qourt the lum of 2075 Arcot rupees, or aboik 250!. ftcrling, 
which was due to him upon a bond from Mary Morgan, an inhabitant 
of Calcutta ; and Mr. Whittall, at the requeft of the plaintiff, exhibited 
and filed a bill of complaint in the Mayor's Court there, in the ufud 
form, on the 26th of June in that year, againft the faid Mary Mor¬ 
gan ; who being Summoned, employed Thomas Morris of Calcutta as 
her attorney in that fuit; and on the r8th of Auguft, Mr. Whittall, by 
dirediion of his client, took out a warrant to hold the defendant to bail, 
on the itfiial affidavit being made by the plaintiff’; which warrant,' on. 
or about the 21 ft day of Anguft, Was returned executed by Simeon 
Droz, Efqnire, then Sheriff; who did, of his own accord, and.witliout 
any authority from the Mayor's Court, or notice, or bail given to the 
(aid Court, or to Mr. Whittall or his client, voluntarily releafe the faid 
Mary Morgan out of his cuftody, contrary to the ufages and cuftoms in 
fuch cafe generally obferved: of which Mr. Whittall informed the 
Court, and folicited another warrant, in order to avoid litigation with 
the Sheriff; but that motion being rejeded, Mr. Whittall apprehended,, 
that the Sheriff was become liable to pay the faid debt (the members on 
the bench b*eing alfo at that time qf the fame opinion) and thereupon 
the plaintiff made application to the Sheriff, and informed Mr. Whittall, 
that the Sheriff was ready, on having a proper receipt, to difeharge the 
fame: and moreover, on the 21 ft March 1768, the following letter was 
received by Mr. Whittall., 

“SIR, 

“ Pleafe to acquaint me what arc the paiticulars of Mr. M^Taggart’s. 

demand on Idrs. Morgan, and how much the whole amounts to.. 

. * “ I am, SIR,.* 

“ Your hioft obedient,. 

** Monday, tlilil^ift March 1768.. ^ S.. DROZ.'* 




“ To Mr. Whittall.” 
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And a fliort time afterwards Mr. Whittall and his client accidentally 
met with Mr. Droz at the councihhoufe at Calcutta, who, b^gan fpeak- 
ing upon the fubjedl; when Mr. Whittall civilly acquainted the She- 
riif, tliat he haying Vvitbout authority, or notice given, of his own ac-^ 
cord, difcharged the defendant out of cuftocly, he apprehended he was ' 
become liabl'e to thc^'debt; on which he anfwcrcd, he ‘would pay it on 
a proper receipt being given him by Mr, M'Taggart, and that he had 
taken, or would take, from the defendant, a mortgage of garden to 
indemnify himfelf; which mortgage it fince appears was aclnally pre¬ 
pared by Mrs, Morgaii^s attorney, Mr. Morris, and in conlequence of 
this converfation the plaintiff requefted Mr. Whittall to draw up a re¬ 
ceipt, which he accordingly did as follows: 

« 

“ Calcutta, 4th June 1768. 

Received of Simeon Droz, Efquire, the fum of two thoufand and 
** feventy-fivc Arcot rupees, being the principal fum due unto me on 
** & certain bond executed by Mary Morgan and alfo the fum of two 
hundred and eighty-lix Arcot rupees and five anas, being fixteen 
** months and thirteen days intereft on the faid bond, at the rate of ten 
per cent, per annum j /hr which a fuit is depending in the honourable 
the May or*s Court, where the /aid original bond is jiled ; and I do 
** hereby promife to deliver up the faid bond uncaiicelled unto 
*** the laid Simeon Droz, upon his paying me the cojis of fuit in the 
** faid caufe, as witnefs my hand ; and I do hereby further, promife to 
f* withdraw the fuit on Ttiefday next, 

** PAT*^ MctAGGART.” 


And this receipt was figned by the plaintiff. Mr. M'Taggart, and the 
Sheriff paid the money ; after which no inftrueftions were received by 
Mr, Whittall from his client, nor was any motion made Relative to the 
faid fuit; neither wus he acquainted, till a confiderable tinie after, 
that his faid clieAt had received the fum above fpccified j nor are the 
cofts of fuit to this day paid to the faid Mr. Whittall,^ nor to his client, 
fo far as he knows, or believes. 

That the period of time (to wit) from the 21ft March 1768 to the 
4th June following, which actually clapfed betu^n Mr. Whittall*s 
meeting and difeourfing with Mr. Droz the SIwrifF,^md the date of the 
gbov^ receipt, was evidently too long to admit of^ any Airprizc upon 

Mr. 
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Mr. DroZ;^ who had time .enough to inform himfeif of every particular 
ill the matter; though fuch pretended milinformatiorf was afterwards 
made tife of as a plea ^gainft Mr. Whittall at the time of his difmiilion. 
And in this manner matters refted till that event, which happened on 
•*the 4th Aiiguft 1^7/)9. 

But certain members of the Mayor's Court, as it (ecmS, highly of- 
fended at Mr. Vi'hittall's fpirited behaviour, in regard to proving the 
illegality of the proceedings of Mr. Goodwin, as before related, had 
fchenied and refolved privately among theinlelves, •and before the fitting 
of the Court, to alledge fbmetljing againft Mr. Whittall whereby they 
might find occalion to difhiiis jiini, as before had been threatened. 

In conleqiience of ib extraordinary a relblution, at the opening of the 
Court on the 4rh of Augufl; 176^9, Mr. May, the Regifter, read a re¬ 
port of the Examiner to the Court, “ That two witnefl'es liad been exa- 
** mined by him iii the caiife of Mr. M'Taggart againft Morgan (a 
circiiinftancc which indeed happened prior to the date of the receipt 
herein above recited) whereupon the laid Mr. Whittall, as attorney 
for the piainti/f, acquainted the Court, “ That tJie faid’ cauie was encl- 
ed, that lie had no inftrn^ions to proceed, the Sheriff having, with- 
out any authority, releafed the defendant out of cuftody, when con- 
“ fined for default of bail, upon a warrant; and had adlually paid, or 
“ agreed to pay the debt for the defendant, as Mr. Wliittall prefumed 
“ the law in llich cafe would oblige him to do.” Whereupon Mr., 
Morris, the defendant's attorney, informed the court, “ That Mr. 
** Whittall liad deceived and impofed upon Mr. Droz, and had fraudu- 
Icntly and'falfely obtained the payment of the fum fued for by Mr. 
IM'Taggart from Mr. Droz, by falfcly acquainting Mr. Droz, that 
“ the fuit commenced by Mr. M'Taggart againft the laid Mary Mor- 
** gan was decreed by the Court, and that Mr. Droz was obliged to pay 
“ the amount thereof; and that the original receipt was wrote, as lie 
“ believed, in the proper hand-writing of Mr. Wiiittall, and figned by 
** the complainant; all which he would prove to be true,” or words 
to the like effed: which were thereupon immediawriy taken down by 
the Regifter, and read over to the Court. And '4lthoifgh Mr. Whittall 
denied the lame or any part thereof to be true, excepting only that he 
dyew up and wrotfe a receipt in behalf of the plaiiutiff, Mr. Taggart, 
and acknowledged the converfatlon which palled between him and the 
Sheriff, when he told him, in the council-houfe, that he apprehended 
he was become liable to the debt, as herein above recited ; Notwith¬ 
standing all this, the faid Mayor’s Court, without farther dcbnie, 
after privately confulting one another when fitting upon the beiicli, tlil- 
, • 4. inilfed 



. A p p 

mi 0 ed Mr. Whittall from ading at praftifing aiiy longer, >dirc£lly or 
irtdire^lly, as an attorney of* their &id court. 

In the debates among the members between othemfelves, Alderman 
Bathoe faid, “.He thought the matter fufficient to dtfmiis Mr. Whittall, 
“ and that he ougl\j; to be dirmilled;—it was highly due for making' 
the proceedings ferve his own- purpoles; it was fcandalous.” So 
faid Mr. Lawrell. Mr. David Killican faid, “ That he thought* the 
“ crime very bad; but the defence was much worfe, ii) advancing 
fahitics to the Coflrt and to Mr. Droz.” Mr. Whittall replied, “ He 
** w^ould be glad fiich fal/ities fliould be proved, or at Icaft pointed 
“ out.”-—“ He,” faid Mr. Bathoe, (meaning the Shei'iff) “ took your 
«* Word,, and you deceived him.”—^Mr. Killican added, “ That it was 
“ highly derogatory to the honour and authority of that Court,” On 
Mr. Whittall’s denying that he had told the Sheriff the caufe was de¬ 
creed, Mr. Killican took him up, and obferved, ** That he, the faid 
** Mr. Whittall, had adted as a judge by fettling caufes out of court, 
“ t and that he had been guilty of wilful neglecH: of dutyadding, 
** He*was fiirprized that the Court had fb long looked over his beha- 
** vionr; but he thought his conduct in this caufe fcahdalous, falfc, 
** and a contempt of the authority and honour of the Court, and he 
** thought the Court ought to take proper notice of it.” 

Immediately after the Court had diimiffed Mr. Whittall from being an 
attorney of the fiid Court, Mr, May, the Regifler, produced in the 
■Court a copy of the receipt llgned by the plaintiff, drawn by Mr. Whit- 
tall, and given by the plaintiff to the Sheriff; whereby it appeared, 
that Mr. Whittall could not havctgiven Mr. Droz. the falle information 
laid to his charge, “ That the caufe of Patrick M^Taggart was decreed,” 
bccauie there was an exprefs claufe in it which fpecified that the laid 
fuit was then depending*' as has already been exhibited in the true 
copy of it above recited ; whereupon Mr. Morris drew up a minute of 
Tvhat be meant to fay** (as he cxprefTcd himfclf) in w’hich minute he 
purpofely leR out that part of his information, namely, “ That Mr. 

** WhittaU had deceived and falfely impofed upon the faid Simeon 
“ Droz, and had fraudulently and falfely obtained the payment of the 
** funi filed for by, the plaintiff, Patrick M'Taggart, from the faid S. 

** Droz ; by falfely‘acquainting the laid S. Droz, that the faid fuit, -fo 
** commenced by the laid Patrick M*T«ggart, was decreed by the faid 
** honourable the Mayor's Court; and that he, the faid S. Droz, was 
** obliged to pay the amount thereof; and that by fuch deceit ufed by 
** the faid Mr. Whittall only, he, the faid S. Droz, was induced to pay 
** the fame.*' For which falfe information Mr. Whittall had then 
" ' ‘ ' already * 
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ailready been difmUIed the court: which minute^ (b drawn the fid4 
Morris, was then perufed by all die members of that*court, and rcr 
drawn, by the Ilcgiftei*, with his, Morris’s, alMance,. and that of a 
clerk, or writgr of the regUler; and was afterwards once more drawn 
•Vp, by Alderman’John Bathoe, *and entered' upon record in the laid 
court, without the words above recited, which ii\*BiA had occafioned 
Mr^ Whittairs difiniflion, or any aflertlon or intimation to* fuch pur¬ 
port, or any way equivalent thereto* . 

The faid* Patrick M®Taggart, being then prefent in the faid court, and 
waiting to hear the ilTue of a certain other fuit he had therein depending, 
wherein Mr.* Alderuian Miller was plaintiff and the faid Mr. M'Taggart 
defendant, Mr. \VhittalI allb being employed therein as the defendant’s 
attorney at law, and which fuit was ordered to be heard that day ; and 
although Mr. M'Tdggart was well known to be the fame perfon who 
was plaintiff in the aforcfaid fuit againfl: Mary Morgan, yet the court 
did not think fit to examine him touching the matter on which Mr. 
Whittall was difmifled, as aforefald ; and Mr. Whittall demanding of 
Mr. M'Taggart, Whether or not he had told the Sheriff at the council- 
Iioufe that the faid fuit was decreed, and whether he had ever ordered 
him, Mr. Whittall, to withdraw the fuit, and whether the cofts of fuit 
had been paid either by him or the fheriff? he anfwered. No; not- 
withftanding which, the court took no manner of notice thereof, in 
fkny of their minutes or proceedings ; but proceeded to hear the fuit 
between Mr. Patrick M*l'aggart and the faid Alderman Miller, although* 
Mr. M*Taggart had no attorney to appear in the laid fuit, the faid Al¬ 
derman Millor fitting on the bench during the trial of his own caufe, 
though his vote was not then colleftdtl. 

Before the Court adjourned, Mr. Whittall appUed to the Court, and 
to their Regiftcr, for copies of all the minutes of the fevcral proceedings 
againft him, in the divers caufes and matters herein above recited; 
which however both the Court and the Regiftcr thought fit then to 
refufe. , 

On the 22d of Auguft Mr. Whittall did, by his attorney Mr. George 
Sparks, prefent an humble petition to the Mayor’s* Cqprt, praying for 
copies of the abovefaid minutes and proceeding®, to be properly au- 
tlienticated under the feal of the Court. But the Court would only 
grant copies of the order of difmilfion, &c. figned by the Regiftcr; 
and would not fufier the fame to be authenticated under the feal of the 
Court, abfolutely refilling to grant copies of th*e minutes mentioned in 
faid petidon, on which he had been aftually difmifled ; fo that no part 
of fuch minutes appear on record.—Mr, Whittall a little time after 

-1, tcUing 
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telling tlic (hid Regifter, that at (bine future period he would be called 
upon to prodifce the: fald ’ minutes, was anfwered by the Reglfter, 
** That they were Hot in being,** " - ^ 

Mr. Whittall thinking himfelf highly injured, not only-by the Mayor's^ 
Court, but allb by Mr. Morris, by the falfe and fcandalous informa-' 
tions he gave the Cotirt, and which indeed were the groundlefs caufe 
of his difmifiion, did prepare, and by his attorney, Mr. Sparks, pre- 
fent a bill of cSomplaint in the ufnal form againft the faid Morris, lay¬ 
ing the damages fuiUincd at 15,000!. fterling ; and at a court held 
October the 3d 1769, prefent, David K^llican, Efquire, Mayor, 
Mefli's. Jqlcph Cator and Riiflell Skinnier, Aldermen, leave being 
alkcd to file and read the faid bill, according to the practice of' the 
Court, the bill w'as ordered to be read, but the court would not luftcr 
it to be filed: and when Mr. Sparks had gone through about one half 
of the bill, and came to that part of it, where mention was made (as 
has been noticed in this cafe) of Mr. Alderman Bathoe’s corre^iing the 
minutes, and leaving out the very claufe for which Mr. Whittall had 
be'en ^dhially difraifled, that the lame might not appear upon record ; 
then Mr. David Killican interrupted him, and immediately inlifted, that 
Mr. Sparks ought to be difmified likewife for prelenting fuch a bill of 
complaint; which would really have been the cafe, had not the other 
two Aldermen interfered: and Mr. Killican advanced, “ That the 
** laid petition and bill of complaint, wherein mention was made of 
“ the faid Alderman Bathoe on the bench altering and re-drawing the 
minutes relative to Mr. Whittalfs difmifiion (and leaving out the 
** claufc abovefaid) was a refleflion upon the members cf the Court, 
** for which he (Mr. Sparks) ought to be punillied.” Whereupon Mr. 
Sparks informed the Court, .** That he was an cye-witnels of Mr. Ba- 
“ thoe’s correfling und re-drawing the minutes, as Ipecified in the faid 
** bill.” But Mr. Killrcanin great rage replied, “ That he (honld not 
credit bis fenfes; but that when he law any member of that Court 
“ write fuch minutes, he llipuld give the lie to his fenfes and undcr- 
(landing, and fqppofe it w'as not (uch member, but the Rcgifter 
** who wrote them.” And farther, the faid David Killican, Efqidrc, 
(then Mayor) did prevail on the other two Aldermen to defer the filing 
of the laid bill until ,the next court-day ; at wliiclf fucceeding coiirjt- 
day, the faid Killican, the better to ferve his purpofes, got together the . 
three Aldermen who, }vith himleif, had dilhiified Mr. Whittall on the 
4th of Aiiguft. 

At the liiblequcnt court-day, held on the loth of 0 £lober 17691 P*’C“ 
fent' the faid David Killican, Elquire, Mayor, Mcflrs. Matthew Miller^ 

3 James 
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Jsmies Lawrell ajid John l^thoe, Aldermen (the (lime* who Had Co 11- 
^ legally ^ii&diled Mr. JWiittall) and alfo Mr^ Joleph Cator, Aldert^iii 
the laid bill oCcompialot , was called for by die Coutt; auid Without for* 
,fhcr debate the qitfc/libn put; “ Whether the bill foould be filed or 
David Killican, .Efquire, Mayor, Mcflvs. James* Lawrell and John 
Batboe ..were of opinion, ** That the bill contained many’tcandalous 
“ and indecent refleddons oii the proceedings of thefCourt.” And 
thefo three gentlemen (making a majority) rejected the bill, and would 
hot fuffei: the fame to be filed. 

Mr. Matthew Miller and Mr. Jofeph Cator, the other Aldermen, dif- 
fenced from that opinion j and dircf^ed fuch their difient to be entered 
upon record, which was entered accordingly. 

At the fame time*Mr. Alderman Cator obferved, “ That it appeared 
“ Bated in the bill, and it was his opinion, that Mr. Richard Whittall 
“ had been injured by an illegal dilinlflion ; and that if Inch dilmiirion 
“ could be proved by him to be Ulegal, he would certainly recover 
“ mages, in any court of law that he lliould think proper |o ap- 
“ ply to.” 

Mr. Whittall being dangeroufly ill of a fever, occafioned by a fall, 
was advifed to remove to-Chandernagore, the French iettlemenc in 
Bengal, where he might have the benefit of an eminent French ftir- 
geon*s advice ; and during his abfence, Mr. May, the Rcgifter of the 
Mayor’s Court, applied to the faid Court for a warrant of execution 
againft his, the faid Mr; Whittali’s eifedis, without any liiit being com¬ 
menced, or ifiliing out any fummons for his appearance for his 
monthly regifter bills, (wherein are in^uded, the Regifters own fegs, the 
Mayor’s and Sheriff’s fees, and the Eaft India Company’s dues on the 
proceedings) though .thele bills had not been delivered monthly ac¬ 
cording to cuftom, with a convenient time allowed for the colledling 
of the fnid monies from the clients ; nor was the amount of fuch bills 
known by, or payment demanded of Mr. Whittall; and in which de¬ 
mand (of which affidavit was made by Mr. May) leyeral falfe charges 
were made, particularly of other attornies bills, wjierehi Mr. Whittall 
was in no wife concerned, and the motion for his own difmijjion, which 
could not of I'ight belong to him to pay for, &c. 

’As foon.as Mr. Whittall became acquainted with fuch proceedings, 
he entered into a bond, jointly with Mr. John Graham, for payment at 
a fliort period of Mr. May’s demand: whereupon the warrant of exe¬ 
cution was fuperfeded, and the faid bills delivered by the Regifter to 
Mr^ Whittall; when, upon examination, Mr. Whittall found the fe- 
, veral unjuft cliarges aforefaid : and Mr. .Whittall, and Mr. Graham his 

I 2 attorney. 



* 


APPENDIX. 

attorney, begah on bis part to recover the amount of 0iid j^g^fter’s 
and his own fees, fi’om Ids refpeddvse events.——If'ittdft be re¬ 
marked, that it is often cuftomaiy for the Regifters to delay for four or 
live months the delivery of the aforefaid bills, anjl' to fend many oE 
them together, froim whence the attornies draw out their own demands 
on their clients ; (uch Regifters bills being included, sas the clients are 
in effeift to relmburib them. 

Mr. John Holmes deceafed, late Kegifter of the court. Having a like 
demand for the monthly bills (not then delivered) upon Mr. Whittall, the 
iaid Mr. Whittall gave a like fecurity to the fon, wfio was his admi- 
iiiflrator; and Mr. Whittall then lying ill, ailigiied over a conliderable 
fum of money due from his clients (in which aR the laid Regifter’s bills 
were alfo included) and feveral other demands. I^ut the court, appre¬ 
hending that the faid Mr. Whittall, as foon as he fhould be recovered, 
would repair to England, to fiie for redrefs ^ of his manifold grievances, 
ai/cd every poffible means to prevent his departure from the country: 
and well knowing, that he had debts due to him in the country, to the 
amount of upwards of 75,000 rupees, or above 0001. fterling, in or¬ 
der to detain Mr. Whittall, abfolutely refufed him the benefit of the law 
{to which as a Britifh iubje<^ he had a right) in fuing for, or recovering 
the fame, or any part thereof in the Mayor’s Court, where only in that 
part of India the matter was properly cognizable ; nor would the court 
differ Mr. Graham to recover the laid bills fb afligned over to him, in 
order to pay off the Regiftef*s demands, at the fame time that others, 
the faid May and Holme in pantcular, were fuffered to fue and com¬ 
pel hvm to payment of what he was not allowed to recover again from 
his clients. 

And at a court holden on Tuefday the 16th of January 1770 (pi'efent 
John Levett, Efquire, Mayor, and David. Killkan and Cornelius Good¬ 
win, Sfqrs. Aldermen) it was ordu'ed, that Mr. John Graham the De¬ 
puty Reg^fter, and ading as attorney for Mr- Whittallfhould acquaint 
the faid Wliiitall,, “ That it was their opinion, he was no longer en- 
titled to the'benefit of the faid Mayor’s Court, being then out of its 
juriidi^lion,” or words to that effedl, though nothing of fuch matter 
was entered upon ijccord- 

And at another court, holden on the 23d of the faid month oif Ja¬ 
nuary 1770 (prefent (John Levett, Efquire, Mayor, and the Aldermen 
Killtcan and Goodwin) William Atkinfbn of -Calcutta, Gentleman, and 
^>ne of the attornies of the faid court, did according to the rules and 
pra^lice of the court make, at the requeft of John Graham aforefrid,. a 
aregular motion Ibr the grant of warrants of execution againft the efTedla 
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of KiffeAchurn Tagpor, and Ramfunder Banragee, on behalf of ^r* 
Whittally for his own proper fees, for the Mayor’s and Sheriff’s fees, 
and for the fees of thtf faid Regifter, and the Eaft India Company’s duties, 

• with which 3 Vf r. ^hittall had himfelf been charged *by the Regret', which 
the faid court had compelled him to pay, and wlych of courfe \yere due 
to Mr. Whittall when attorney of the Mayor’s 0*0011:; but; this motion 
the court did then and there rejeft for the reafons they had before af* 
figned, namely, '** That he the faid Whittall was nit entitled to the 
*“ benefit of the court whilft he remained out of irt jurlfdidtionthough 
the faid bills were properly afligned over to Mr. Oraham, who had a 
power in the affigaraent to recover the fame among many others for the 
purpofe of ])aying the Regiftet^s as afbrefaid, Mr« Whittall being then 
conHned by lickneis to his chamber at Chandernagore* Then Mr. Wil- 
Jiam Atkinfon, at the requeft of the (aid Mr. John Grahatn, did move, 
that the laid motions fliould be entered upon record; but'this motion 
like wife the court thought fit to rejeiH:, although the faid motions were 
publicly made in open court. Whereupon affidavits were prepared for 
MefT. Aikinfon and Graliam refpedively to fwear to, regartling the 
fame ; and the aforefaid John Graham went to the houfe of Mr. Jofeph 
Cator, Alderman, and requefted he would fwear him to the truth of 
the contents of fuch affidavit, who defired Graham to give it to him in 
open court, and then he would fwear him thereto: but Mr. Whittall 
embarked for England before he received any farther account of that 
matter; by which means the liira of 75,000 rupec!^ or above 9000L 
juftly due to Mr. Whittall, mull be greatly hazarded, if indeed not 
totally loll:, by reafon of the frequent deaths and bankruptcies which 
of late a fliort period of time often produces in thofe parts, or of his 
debtors leaving Bengal before Mr. Whittall can poltibly expeft redrels 
in England. * 

In confeqiience of the abovementioned proceedings, Mr. Whittall 
did apply to the Governor and Council at Calcutta for permilfion to re¬ 
turn to England, and having obtained fuch leave, embarked on board 
K)ne of the Eaft India Company’s lliips, and is arrived in England, in 
•ordet to obtain redrels for his grievances abovo recited : and he defires 
_your opinion of Jiis cafe in anfwer to the following queries* 


ift. As Mr. Whittall, an attorney of the King’s Bench, was duly ad¬ 
mitted and fworn an attorney of the Mayor’s Court of Calcutta, he pre¬ 
fumed he had a jfreehold in his place, it being an office concerning the 
public luftiee, and he compellable to be an attorney for any man. Had 
tthc faid Mjiyor’s Court, therefore, a right to difinifi Mr. Wliittall from 
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beifig an attorney of that court, fpr the reafons mentioned,, without 
any proof at all, and without giving; Mr. Whittall any notice^ or tiriie, 
to make his defence, and which;Add order is pot^only failed But con* 
tradid:ory upon the face of it; and in what manner is it*advifable for ^ 
Mr. Wiittall to proceed, in order to get himfelf reinftabed, and alfo to 
recover the damages lie has fuftained by reafon of the difmiinon ? 

t 

• * ' ' f 

* 

ad. In order fio recover the payment of the feveral fums of money 
due to him in Bengal, 'whether would it be proper to impeach the mem¬ 
bers who difmifled him, and who refufod him the benefit of the law; in*^ 
rejedting his bill of complaint again ft Morris, and would not permit 
him to.fue for his juft deipands upon people in Bengal, in their judicial, 
capacity, or to proceed againft them in the Court of,King^s Bench, by 
way of information ? and will not an addon lie againh tiie aforefaid 
members for damages ? and if* fo, where is the fame to be brought ? 
And as no appeal lies from the faid order of difmilfion, or (as it is ap¬ 
prehended) from the laid court’s rcjedHng the bill of complaint againft 
Morris, ^or refufing Mr. Whittall the benefit of the law, in not fulfering 
him to fuc for his juft demands, to the Governor and Council at Cal¬ 
cutta, (who are conftituted a Court of appeals) may not Mr. Whittall ap¬ 
peal direddy to the King and Council in England ? or in what other 
manner can lie proceed to obtain juftice ? 

3d. The charter granted, eftablifhing a Mayor’s Court at Calcutta, 
after fpecifying the authority given the faid court to appoint clerks and 
officers, and to do all fuch other things as may be found neceflary to 
the adminiftration of juftice, procec'ds in the following manner; 

“ So as they from time to time give an account thereof unto the (aid 
** Company, and fo as the fame (hall be fubjedi to the approbation, 

“ controul, and alteration of tlie faid Company, under the hands of 
thirteen or more of the Court of Dircdlors of the faid Company, 

“ whom we do likewifo will and ordain to have full power and autho- 
** rity to make fuch ^ rules and orders for the better adminiftration of 
juftice, as they fliall from time to time think fit and Jnecelfary; but 
** fuch rules and orders, fo to be made by the faid Mayor’s Court, Jo 
** far as the fame Jhaltt^ot he repugnant to an) rules or drders made h) the ^ 
faid Company or their Court of Dire&ors (as aforefaid) (hall neverthc- 
“ left be in force, until ^he fame Jkall be revoked or altered by the faid 
** Court of DireSorst or any thirteen or more of them, and notice thcrc- 
** of given to the faid court.” . • 
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And !t.!9 allb ordsiincd by (lindry ads of parliament,^ •* That all per- 
** ions whatlbeyer in the Eaft Indies, being guilty of bpprefling any of 
“ his MajeltyV IbbJeds* nr of any crimes or offences. Inch opprefliohs, 
** crimes, and' offen<6ea may be enquired of, heard, and determined, 
*** in his Majefty^s«Court of King’s Bench inBnglayd; and that the lame 
** and all other offences committed againft tbe*faid ads„ may be al- 
" icdgcd to be committed, and may be laid* enquired of, and tried 
“ in the county of Middlefex/* ^ 

In conlcquence of faid charter, and ftatutes,‘the charter cxprefily 
conveying with it the laws of England to Bengal, are not Aicli offenders 
liable to prolccwtions in the Court of King’s Bench as foon as they re¬ 
turn to England ? And as the laid Mayor’s Court are by the lajjfl charter 
under the immediate dircdion of the Company in England, upon Mr. 
Whittall’s having applied to the Court of Direftors to be relnftated, if 
they Ihould not think fit to comply with his juft reqiieft, will not an 
appeal then lie from the faid Court of DiredVors to the |Cing and Coun¬ 
cil, or to the Court of King’s Bench ; and will.not the Court of King’s 
Bench, upon a motion, properly grounded upon affidavits, ^rant a 
Mandamus to reftore Mr. Whittall to his office ? or what other remedy 
or means of redrefs remain to Mr. Whittall for the many injuries which 
he has fuftained, and how is it advifable for him to proceed 1 

4th. Would it not be advifable for Mr. Whittall to petition the Par-, 
liainent for an enquiry into the conduct of feveral of the members of the 
Mayor’s Court, againft whom he can clearly prove a confpiracy ta 
injure him, • and many moft Ulegql and. partial ‘proceedings,, calcu 
lated merely for their own private emolument, and to the great griev¬ 
ance and oppreffion of his Majefty’s fubjcdls in Bengal ? 

♦ • 

Mr. Dunning’s Opinion.- 

Mr. Wliittall, upon this Hate of Iiis cafe, appears to have been very 
hardly and injurioully treated. Tlie order for cfifinyfing him was a 
grofs a^ of injuftice ; not merely becaufe neither of the fa^ls charged 
upon him as the grounds for his diftniilion were proved, but as they 
were in tmth both difproved by the very evidence referred to as the proof 
of them; the receipt or memorandum, ligned by M*Taggart, of the 
4th June 1768. Firft, as to the fuppofed impofttion on Mr. Droz, the 
Sheriff, by a falfe pretence that a decree had been aftually obtained 
againft him for the money due from the defendant in the original caufe. 
Whom he had fuffered to go at large after having arrefted her. Though 
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it Is certain chat he was in law liable tn the plalnthF’s demanij in confe- 
qnence of his oWii mifcondiid, and Whittall might ¥ery properly teU 
him ib: it was impoilible he could lay, with any^expedlatioh of being 
believed, that a^decree had been afUially obtained, or that Droz, if he 
had been told lb, could believe it; for he who hin^lblf was an officer' 
of the court/ mull ktfow that he had no notice of fuch an a<^ion: and I 
fuppole it is not the practice of the court to make decrees againll men 
without giving 'them an opportunity of being heard in their defence*. 
But further, the receipt, or memorandum referred to mentions nothing 
of any decree or fuit againll the Sheriff: on the contrary, it mentions 
the original caufe as ftilJ depending, aixl provides for putting an end to 
it, and ^othing more ; and it is not to be doubted, but that provifion 
would liave been extended to tiie cauife againll the llicriff, if' he had 
been made to underlland that any luch had been commenced. Second¬ 
ly, As to the other. ground, which is, that he had not withdrawn the 
fuit, purluant to his client’s engagement, on the next court day, it is 
olwioiis that, taking the whole receipt or memorandum together, the 
withdifawing the fuit, as well as the delivering up the bond, were meant 
(as they ought) to depend upon the payment of the colls ; not to men¬ 
tion, that if it were otherwife, it would afford no ground of ecnllire 
on Mr. Whittall or his efient, lince neither Mr. Droz or Mrs. Morgan 
had fullained any injury by his not withdrawing the caufe, no ftep 
having been taken towards prolecuting it further. In. this fituatioii 
Mr. WhittalPs proper courle to get himlelf reinllated, is to lay a full 
repreientation of his cafe before the Court of Dire£lors, who will pro¬ 
bably refer it to their counfel ; an^ in that cafe, I have no doubt but 
they will be advifed to reftorc him to an office of which he has been 
thus arbitrarily and groundlelly deprived. If the Direiflors Ihould rc- 
fiife to redrefs him, which I cannot fuppofc, it will thcn-.be,time enough 
to coiiilder the other quellions. 


Lincoln’s Inn, 

16th March 177 s. 


). 'DUNNING. 
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wxxvni, 

••The Petition of ’Mr. fiichard ‘Whittall to the Honourable Court of 
Diredrors of the £aft India Coinpanjr, 

4 

Humbly sheweth, 

. a 

That your petitioner, having obtained pemi^on from this honour¬ 
able Company to gp out to India as a free merchant, (bme time in April 
1764, failed for Bengal, in order to relide at Calcutta ; but that looii 
after his arrival the Prefident and Council there having reflrrided ifrec 
merchants from trading in the country, and your petitioner being one 
of the attornies of his Majefty’s Court of King’s Bench, petitioned the 
honourable the Mayor’s Court at Calcutta aforefaid to be admitted to 
pradlife in that court; and was accordingly duly admitted, and fworn 
one of the attornies thereof, agreeable to the prac^ce of die laid cpurt, 
as by a copy of his admittance, ready to be projduced, will appear; 
where he, by hi^ diligence and behaviour, acquired great reputation,, 
and by his practice procured a genteel income: 

That your petitioner is. informed, that the Mayor’s court at Calcutta 
aforefaid is by his Majefty’s charter < appointed a Court of Record for 
hearing and determining all civil fiiits, a^ons, and pleas, with power, 
to appoint officers and minifters, and the court is enjoined to adhere 
ftri( 5 ily to the laws of England in all fuch matters as fhould come before 
them for their determination: which cliarter, after fpccifying the authS- 
rity to the faid Mayor’s Court to appoint clerks and officers, 6tc. and 
to do all fuch other things as may be found neceffary to the adminiftra- 
tion of juflice, proceeds in the following manner; “ So as they from 
time to time give an account thereof unto the laid Company, and fb 
** as the fame fliall be liibjc<ft to the approbation, controul, and al- 
teration of the (aid Company, under the hands of tjiirteen or more of 
“ the Court of DirecSIors of the faid Company; whom *We do likewife 
“ will and ordain to have full power and authority to make fuch rules 
** and orders, for the better adminiftration of juftice,'as they from time 
** to time (hall think fit and neceffary; but fuch rules and orders, fo 
** to be made by the faid Mayor’s Court, fb far as the fame fhall not 
“ be repugnant to any rules or orders made by the faid Company or 
** their Court of Direftors as aforefaid, fhall nevcrthelefs be in force 
** until the fame fhall be revoked or altered by the faid Court of Di- 
. K • “ redors. 
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reclors,' or any thirteen or more of them, and notice thereof given 
** to the faid court 

That about June 1767, your,petitioner was employed by Patrick, 
M*Taggart of Calcutta, merchant, as his attorney, to, recover in the'^^ 
Mayor’s Court the fum of 2075 Arcbt’ rupees, which was due to him 
upon a bond from ^ary.Morgan, an inhabitant of Calcutta ; and your 
petitioner;’ at the reciueft of the plaintiff, exhibited and filed a bill of' 
complaint in the Mayor’s Court there, in the uliial form, on the 26th 
of June in that year, againft the faid Mary Morgan; whb being fum- 
moned, employed Thomas Morris of Calcutta aforefaid as her attorney 
in that fuit; and on the 18th of Auguft, your petiti9ner, by direction 
of his client, took out a warrant to hold the defendant to bail, on the 
ufual affidavit being made by the plaintiff; which warrant, on or about 
the 21 ft day of Auguft, was returned executed by Simeon Droz, Efquire, 
then Sheriff; who did, of his own accord, and without any authority 
from the Mayor’s Court, or notice, or bail given to the faid Court, or 
to your petitioner or his client, voluntarily releafe the faid Mary Mor¬ 
gan qut of his cuftody, contrary ta the ufages and cuftoms in luch cafe 
generally obferved : of which your petitioner informed the Court, and 
iblicited another warrant, in order to avoid litigation with the Sheriff; 
wliich motion the faid Court rejeded, as will appear by the record, 
deeming the Sheriff liable to pay the debt: and' thereupon the plaintiff 
made application to the Sheriff, and informed your petitioner, that the 
Sheriff was ready, on having a proper receipt, to difeharge the fame: 
and moreover, on the aift March 1768, the following letter was received 
b)^ your petitioner from the faid. Sheriff: " 

« S I B, 

** Pleafe to acquaint me what are the particulars of Mr, M*Taggart’s 
« demand on Mi’s. Morgan, and how much the whole amounts to. 

“ I am, 3 I . . 

, , * “ Your moft obedient, 

V Monday, the 21ft March 1763* “ S.’ DROZ.’* 

• ' • 

“ To Mr. mittall.” 

Tliat, afhort time after, your wtitioper and his client accidentally 
met with Mr. Droz at the council-noufe at Calcutta, who began fpeak- 
iog upon the fub]c£t ^ when your petitioner ciyiUy acquainted the Sheriff, 

2 . that . 
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that he having without authority, or notice given, of Ws own accord, 
difcharged the defendant out of cUftotfy, yoOr petitioner apprehended he 
wras beconfie liahJie to. the debt: on which h'e aOiwerod, he would paj'’ it 
dh a proper receipt^bein'g given to him by Mi*. M*Ta'ggart, and that he 
had taken, of would take, from the. defendant, a mortgage of a g^deti 

* to indemnify himfelf: which mortgage it fince appears ‘was aftually pre¬ 
pared by Mrs. Morgjhi*s attorney, Mir. Morris, arid in oonfequence of 
this converfiltion the plkintiff fequefte'd your petitioner to draw up a re¬ 
ceipt, which he accordingly did follows; 

** Calcutta', 4th June i yhd. 

“ Received of Sirpeoh Droz, Eiquire, the funi of two thouland and 
“ feveiity-five Arcot rupees, being the principal fiim due mito me on 
** a certain bond executed by Mary Morgan ; and alfo the fum of two 
“ hundred and eighty-fix Arcot rupees and five anas, being fixteen 
** months and thirteen days intereft on the laid bond, at the rate, of 
** per cent, per annum ; /or which a fuit is depending in. thi hoHoptrahU 
** the Mayor*! Court, where the faid original bond is filed s rad I do 
“ hereby promife to deliver up the laid bond ppcancelled, tintd 
** the faid Simeon Droz, upon his paying me the cojls of fait in, tbi 
** faid caufe, as witnefs my hand ; and I do hereby further promife to 
withdraw the fuit on Tuefday neilt, 

« PATK MctAGGART.’* 

# 

And this receipt was figned by the plainfift', M'Taggarr, and the 
Sheriff fome time afterwards paid the money ; fince which ho inftruc- 
tions were received by your petitioner from his client, nor was any 
motion made relative to the laid fuit j neither was yotir petitioner ac¬ 
quainted, till a confidcrable time after, that his faid client had received 
the fum above f|_>ecified ; nor are the cofts of fuit to this day paid to your 

* petitioner, nor to his client, as far as he knows, or believes. 

That at the opening of the Court on the 4th of Auguft 1769, Mr. 
May, the Regifter, read, a report of tlie Examiner to the Court, ** That 
** ^two witnefles had been examined in the caufe of M^Taggart 
againfl Morgan:” (a circtlmftance which indeed happened prior to 
the date of the receipt herein above recited, and they were examined 
by an order of Court, by reaCbn of their being about to leave Calcutta.) 
■Whereupon your petitioner, as attorney for the plaintiff, naturally ac¬ 
quainted the Court, “ That the laid caufe was ended, that he had 
** no inftrudions to pioceed, the Sheriff having, without any authority, 

K 2 . “ relcafrcl 
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releafed the defendant out of ciiftody, when confined for default of 
** bail, upon a warrant; and hadadlually.paid, or agreed -tQ pay die 
debt for the defendant, as your. petitioner preiiimed the law itf 
** liich cafe obliged him to dp.” '’^hereupon Mr. Monis, the de¬ 
fendant’s attorney, informed the Court, “ That* your petitioner had 
“ deceived and im^pofod upon Mr. Droz, and had' fraudulently and* 
** falfely obtained the payment of the film fued for by Mr. M*Taggact 
** from Mr. ‘Droz, by falfely acquainting Mr. Droz, ihat the fult 
commenced by ‘Mr. M*Taggart againfi the faid Mary Morgan was 
** decreed by the Court, and that Mr. Droz was obliged to pay the 
“ amount thereof; and that by fuch deceit ufed Ify your petitioner 
** only Mr. Droz was Induced to pay the fome; and that the original re- 
“ ceipt was wrote, as he believed, in the proper *^hand-writing of your 
“ petitioner, and figned by the complainant; all which he would 
** prove to be true,” or words to the like effect; which were there¬ 
upon immediately taken down by the Regifter, and read over to the 
Court. And although your petitioner denied the fame or any part 
therdbf to be true, excepting that he drew up a receipt in behalf of the 
plaintiff, Mr. M'Taggart, and acknowledged the converfation which 
palled between him and the Sheriff, when he told him in the council- 
houfe, that he apprehended he w^as become liable to the debt, as hereiu 
above recited ; Notwithstanding all this, the faid Mayor’s Court, 
without farther debate, after privately confulting one another when 
fitting upon the bench, difmifjied your petitioner from a^ing or prac- 
tifing any. longer as an attorney of their faid court. 

. A Copy of the. order of. your petitioner’s difmifiion, as the fame 
Hands upon record, is in the following words: 

“ Calcutta, Friday the 4th day of Auguft, in the year of 
“ our Lord one tboufand feven hundred and lixty-nine.K 

" At a Court held,. 

c 

' " Prefent,. 

" David Kollican, Efquire,. Mayor,, 

* « 

f Mathew Miller, 1 

** Mefficurs < James Lawrell, f Aldermen.. 

I John Bathoe,. J 


Patrick 



A P P » If p I JC. . ■ jsr 

•» Patrick M^Taggartl « The Regifter reported, That John Morgan 
« ag^nft • r‘*’and Sebaftian Cordcirps, witneffes for the 
Mary Moi^gan. J ** complainant, are examined by Mr. John 

“ Holme, the late Examiner of tjiis Court. 

• • 

Mr. Richard Whittall, the complainant’s^ attorney, acquainted the* 
Courts That this caufe was ended. Mr. Morrisf attorney for the 
“ defendant, informed the Court, That this Saufe was yet pending,. 
** and had never been withdrawn,, which would appear by a copy of a. 
** receipt exlfibited in this caufe (the original prayed for, and admitted 
“ to be produced and proved at hearing of this caufe) : That the com- 
“ plainant had,? by deception* uied, received from Simeon Droz, 
*'* Elquire, the principal and interefo of a bond the defendant, fued 
** for by the complainant in this- cauie ; and that was without the know- 
“ ledge and confenc of the defondant or her attorney at law. Mr. 
“ Morris further informed the Court* That the (aid original rec^t is^ 
** wrote,, as he believes, in the proper hand-writing of the confplainant's 
“ attorney at law, anci.hgned by complainant himfolf. The complainant’s 
attorney,, the faid Richard Whittall, acknowledging the lame to be 
an exadl copy of the receipt drawn up in his own hand-writing, and 
** iigned by his client, whereby he engages to Mr. Droz to withdraw 
“ this fuit on- the enfuing court-day;, whach the faid attorney Mr. Rl- 
** chard Whittall not only wilfully neglected to do at the next fitting 
“ of the Qourt, but has iufiered the fuit to remain depending in Court. 
** to this day. The Court, on due confideratiori of this matter, are 
unanimoufly of opinion, That the faid Richard Whittall’s method of 
obtaining the fum of the faid Simeon Droz was an irregular proceedr 
ing, no decree having then palled in. Court in favour of his client’s 
** demand; that his negleding to inform the Court of his having re.- 
^ ceived the (aid fum of the (aid Simeon Droz, and alfo iiegleiHng to- 
defire the faid (iiit then depending to be withdrawn, agreeably to his 
“ client’s obligation to. the faid Simeon Droz on receipt of faid (iim>. 
is'a manifed; abufe of his duty as an attorney of^ this Court,* an un*- 
jufiifiable procedure with the faid Simeon Drqz,. and an infult to the 
“ authority of this Courtand as the faid Richard. Whittall. has, in the 
** courfo of his tranik^lions of the bulinefs of his.office, frequently mer 
rited and recrived the fovere reprehenfions*of this Court, and as it is- 
« too evident that their admonitions have had no weight in. bringing; 

“ him to a proper fonfo of his duty in.the difeharge of his ofiice of at— 
^ torncy of this Court j. 


” Xha 
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“ The Court a^re now of opinion, that he no longer dclerves their 
“ inddlgehce, and do accordingly dUinils hhii from.ading apny longer 

as art attorney of this Couft. * ‘ 

• \ 

. ^ t ^ ♦* A true Copy. 

“ Augufi 14th, 1769. ** J. MAY, rcgiftcr;**' 

« 

That befbre the Court adjourned, your petitioner applied to the Court 
and to their Rcgifter for copies of all the minutes and proceedings 
againil him herein above recited, which however both ‘the Court and 
regifter thought fit to refufe. And oh the 2 2d of Augnft your peti¬ 
tioner did, by his attorney Mr. George Sparks, prcfbnt a petition to 
the Maybr^s Court, praying for copies of the abovefaid minutes and 
proceedings, to be properly authenticated under the feal of the Court: 
but the Court would only grant copies of the order of difmiflion, figned 
by the Regifter, and would not fuffer the fame to be authenticated 
under thb feal of the Court; abfolutely refilling to grant copies of the 
minutes mentioned in the faid petition, on which he had been a^nally 
difmifted; fb that no part of fuch minutes, appear on record. Yoiir 
petitioner a little time after tellirtg the Regifter, that at Ibme future pe¬ 
riod he would be called upon to prqduce the ftiid minutes, was an- 
fwered by the Regifter, “ I'hat they Were not in being.” 

In confequence of the above-mentioned proceedings, and the bad 
ftate of health your petitioner was then m, he appfied to the Governor 
and Council at Calcutta for leave to •retutn to England, tind embarked 
on board The Anfon, one of the (Ifips employed in the fervice of the 
(aid Honourable the United Com'paily; and being arrived in England 
hopes to obtain that fatisfaftion which his cafe requires from this Ho¬ 
nourable Court. 

Your petitioner therefore hopes, from the jufticc bf his cafe alone, 
that this Honourable Court will afford him an opportunity of laying be¬ 
fore them the proofs of what your petitioner hath herein fet forth and 
that this Honourable Cobrt will be pleafed to reverie the ftiid order ot 
difmillion, and relnftatc your petitioner in his office of one of the at- 
tornies of the Honourable the Mayor's Court at Calcutta, for the fol¬ 
lowing 


REASONS: 



Firfl, Bccaufe yotir petitioner having been duly admitted and (Worn 
jin Attorney of the Mayor’s Court at .Calcutta, he prefumes 
hp had a freehold in his place; and con^qucfijly could . not 
be legally dilbiifTcd'without a proper and* fufficient com- 
^ plaint of Iqiqe ipift?ehaviour in him, verified upon oath, with 
a proper and IliiEcieiit time allowed him for making' his 
defence, which was not oblerved ; but the faid Court pro¬ 
ceeded to difniils him without any charge properly exhi¬ 
bited againfl him, or verified by oath ; W'ithout any time al¬ 
lowed him for making his defence ; without any proof what- 
foever ; and without any fuflicient cauCe alledged. 

Secondly, Becaufe the re'afbns given in the order, of difinifiion, if 
true (which, on the contrary, your petitioner does not ad¬ 
mit) contain no. legal cauie of removal or difinilfion'of your 
petitioner; for it appears only, that your petitioner adled as 
his duty to his client ^required: and if any deceptioh^as 
uled to the faid Mr. Drbz, the order fiates, tliat that decep¬ 
tion was not ufed by your pedtioner, but by Ms client, thej 
complainant- in the faid cauie ; which charge againli.tlie cdni- 
plainant your petitioner by no means admits ; but iniifis, as 
the truth is, that np deception whatever was uled^ by yoUc 
petitioner or his client to* the faid Mr. Droz. And as to the 
charge in tlie faid order againft your petitioner, for not in¬ 
forming the Court that the faid complainant had ’ received 
the* laid funi of money of Mr. Droz, your petitioner doth 
aver that he was not direcUy or Indireftly authorized by his. 
client to withdraw the lliit ; nor were the colls of liiit paid' 
either by his client or the Sheriflf; and no cxpences whatever 
accrued to either plaintifi* or defendant, jior to the faid Si- ' 
meon Droz ; and no perlbn whatever^was prejudiced on that, 
account. • 

Thirdly, For that in the laid order of difmifiion, thecaules for which 
he is therein laid to Jiave merited anil received the Icveral re- 
prehenlions of the laid Court, are not alfigned, and which 
your petitioner humbly inlilts ought to have been done, in 

. order 



to 
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order to enable the Company to fomi a competent judg¬ 
ment thfer^of; and that the iilence of the (aid orde)r, in this 
relpe^, carries with it this plain ipfer^ce, eithef that no 
(iich caiffes ever cxifted, or that die fame were fb trivial or 
groundlels^ as not to bear examination. « 

And your petitioner (hall eyer pray, &c, 

•• 

London, ift Marchj;;!. RICHARD WHITTALL. 


N® XXIX. 

Copy of a Proclamation, iflued at Caicutta^ by the Governor and 
Council. Dated the i8th May 1768. 

r 

Fort William, iSth May 1768. 

Nbtice is hereby given. That after the expiration of Two Months, 
from the 27th April, no gomaftahs. employed by the £ngli(h (liall be 
permitted to remain in any part out of the provinces of Bengal, Bahar, 
and' Orifla: and after that period, that no Company’s (ervant, free 
merchant, or other European redding under the Company’s proted:ion, 
(hall be (uffi»3ed to carry on any inland trade, directly or indireftly, 
yottd thofe limits, under penalty, if « Company’s (ervant, of being im¬ 
mediately difmiilbd the fervice ; if a free merchant, or other Euro¬ 
pean, of forfeiting the Company’s proteftion; and that if any Euro¬ 
peans whatlbever (hall attempt to tranfport any merchandize beyond the 
provinces, all (uch merchandize (hall be (eizeJ, and condfcated, and 
the gomailahs, having charge of (uch contraband trade, (hall be pu- 
ni(hed with the utmoft (cverity. 

All Armenians, Portuguefe, or the defcendants of Armenians and 
Portugue(e, living uqder the Company’s protection,, are included in 
the above reftriCiions. 'It being intended, that none ljut the natives of, 
the country (MulTulmen and Hindoos) (hall in future,enjoy this 
privilege. 

SIMEON DROZ, fccrctary. 


i 


I John 
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* I John Holme, Notary Publick, dwelling and pradifing at Calcutta 
at Fort William in Bengal* do.hereby certify and atteft,. that the within 
writing is a true copy of a paper affixed to the door of the town-hall of 
'Calcutta aforef^id* carfcfuUy collated by me with the original, exhibited 
»to me for that purjjole. * 

In faith and teftimony whereof, I have hereunto let my hand 
and leal, at Calcutta, the firft day of July, in^thc year of our 
Lord one thouiand feven hundred and iixty-eight. 



(Signed) JOHN HOLME, 
Notaiy Publick. 


N® XXX. 

A Narrative of the Cafes of Benjamin Wilding and^Joftw 
Petrie of Bengal, Eifquires, as contained in a letter from an 
Officer there to his friend in England. 

** As no doubt the afhial refignations of mofl; of the officers in Ben¬ 
gal will make a great noife in England, and many forced and unfair 
conftru£)tions be put on their condud:, it may not be unneceflary to fay 
foniething on that head: and by laying open the real caufes and confe- 
qiiences of tfjat melancholy event, drive the film from before the eyes 
of the ignorant, fatisfy the unprejudleed, and at lead flop the clamorous 
tongues of the enemies of virtue and honour. 

In a former letter I have endeavoured to expofe the fophUlical rea- 
foning and im'politic condud: of the Sele<d Committee, in abfblutely 
driving the officers to defpair, by taking off the Batta *, and deftroy- 
ing every advaptage which could make the life of a Ibldier tolerable in 
this country. What made the meafure appear more odious was, that this 
ceconomicai redudion was enforced by men who had fcen and felt the 
ihconveniencies of a flibordinate flation in this coifntry; who were now 
fliaring the fpoili of the public largely among themfehej, regardleft of 
the diftrefles of the very army which had been the immediate inftrn- 
ments of their elevaition and good fortune: for confidering the emolu¬ 
ments which thole gentlemen were cutting out for themltdves, and the 

• This was an additional allowance, which the officers froio^eftahlilhed o6gc received, when on 
a^Vual fervice in the held. ^ 

L) linmenfe 
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immenfe and aftonlfhing (urns allotted to be .laid out at the Company's 
expcnce in malting even the private ro^ds to the gardeti-houies of the 
Cpuniellors, furcly they would have moi;e modLefty than to plead the 
faving of the (Company’s treafure as tbdr obj^£V. 

Coniequentl)»» when the orders for reducing the Batta of the officers 
were iflued from the Scleft Committee, they filled ‘^the heart of every 
officer with fiirprize <and indignation'; ‘more elpecially as they fol¬ 
lowed hard up^n the conclufion of the. campaign of 1^65, which, as it 
had been the farthcft removed from our f^ories and fettleaients, had 
confeqiiently been tfie moft expenlive for the officers that had ever 
been made by any JEnglifli army m Bengal; the officers being obliged 
to have their baggage tranlported upon mens heads over an extent of 
upwards of 80o miles, at the rate of 5I. per month for every cooley 
employed. This enormous expence had <^ined the pockets of every 
gentleman who had nothing to truft to but his pay: and I believe I am 
not miltaken when I affirm, that nine out of ten of the officers were in 
debt when the army went into quarters; and I myfelf have heard Ge- 
nefal Carnac declare (when panting for ftelh water, and obliged to 
drink Chat from the wells in which dead carcafies had been for fome 
days laying) that tripje batta was too little for fuch horrible fatigue. 

It is fcarcely poflible to imagine a jjeriod more injudicioufly cholen 
to carry a retrenching fchenie into execution, than that which the Secret 
Committee pitched on for this. Tlje officers, drained of money, and 
‘ imarting from the fatigue of a tedious and expenlive campaign, under¬ 
gone at that great diflance from the prelidency during the hot fealbn, 
leeing themlelves not only precluded from all (hare in the, rich fruits of 
their very ellential fervices, but cfven curtailed in their old eftablilhed 
advantages, without any profpcft of rcdrels, if they tamely fubmitted 
to the arbitrary terms impofed upon them, while even want flared them 
in the face i for at the time I am Ipeaking of fuoh was their mifery, 
that they could not even pay tor cloaths: to which a friend of mine 
bears a melancholy teftimony, having loll about 3oooyupees by fur- 
nifliing them with regimentals, by order of the General. 

This was precifeCy the cafe of the officers in Bengal at that time. 
When, therefore, thole orders reached the different brigades, a thoufand 
refolutions were formed and abandoned in a day,* from the different 
paflions, capacities, and views of the people concerned; but all agreed 
in calling out for redr^ls, and thinking that Ibmething mull be done to 
ward off their impending dillrefs. 

As r was of the firft brigade, I mult confine myfelf to fpeak of what 
palled there, and the confequences accruing to individuals that corps. 

You 
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.You knowi it was Gtencral Carnac^s brigade; but under ttie tommand 
of Sir Robert Flettber, 'atid ftationed at Monghecrj conlKling princi¬ 
pally of the officers* wffo* had beeii in all the fervice* of tlie year 1765, 
^id who were, consequently ready to cry out firfl: againff any retrench¬ 
ing ffchemes. • In tlie firft tranfports of rage, many*oflicers*propoled at 
* o^^iice to abandon the Icryice of fuch ungrateful mafters, an dicave them 
to find officers bkteir qualified for living upon rice and water; but 
this wras dver-'-fiil^d, "ahd a prbpofal made for addwffing the Governor 
and Council, in a becoming memorial, fetting forth the diftreffes which 
the new regulation would inevitably occafibn to the officers, and pray¬ 
ing for a fiifpenfion at leaft of the order, till the affair could be repre- 
Icnted to the Company at home. Tliis, after fome debate, was agreed 
to ; and the following paper was drawn up and forwarded to General 
Carnac, to be by him delivered in to the Board ; viz. 

** To the Right Hbnourable the Prefident and Council. ^ 

“ Gentlemen, 

** It is with the greateft refpeifl, we now prefome to lay before your 
“ Board, the hardfliips we labour under fince the reduction of our 
** former allowance, and we flatter ourfolves, that what we fhall now. 
** offer, will appear reafonable, and induce the Board to comply with 
“ this our moft humble requeft. 

** We beg leave to reprefent, that we find the quarter batta inade* 
** quate to the unavoidable expence attending the charadler of an 
“ ficer. The extraordinary batta allowed in this eftabliffiment, in prc«: 
** ference to the other eftabliftiments, only puts us on the fame footing 
“ with them, as it is well known that European commodities, which 
* we moft want, are fold forty or fifty per cent, dearer here than at 
“ either of the fottlements of Madrals or Bombay, and the difference 
** is nearly the fame between this place and the prefidency; as likewifo 
** fervants wages, and moft other neceflaries bear the fame proportion ; 
“ .fo that we hope, fetting forth the prefcnt allowance hot to be a prQ7. 
“ per fubfiftence, will not appear an unjuft reprefentation, but a notice 
“ ^fufficient for a repeal of tlie order of the firft of January. 

Were we to enumerate the fevere hardfliips we endured the laft 
“ campaign, we flatter ourfolves mentioning that alone, and the irrer 
“ parable hurt our cohftitutions have fuffered from a climate fo prejii- 
“ dicial to every European, would have fome weight, (hould we requeft 
“ the former allowance, on the fame footing of an indulgence; but 
“ we hope the above fliort reprefehtation of fa<fts will fuflice, leav- 

L 2 . ing 
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** ing to your <^wn known candor and ippardality, tofqggeft .what 
*< we might advance to induce you to a compliance with tjib .our mofl 

rcfpeftful requefti We have the/lionour 'to fubfcnbe ourfelvea,. wltli^ 
** the greateft refpcft/* &c. , ' . 

* * ' i * 

Tlie Gene‘ral wrote the officers a fevere reprimand- for applying'tO' 
him, and the ^ard did not deign to give even an anfwcr to theirme- 
morial. Thus cavalierly treated, they became inflamed beyond meadire 
and about the middle of April 1766, they came to a fudden reiblutlon 
to gain their point, or elfe to reilgn the Company’s fervice on the ift 
day of May next j but in fuch a manner as to g^yc the leaft caufe for 
complaint againft them, or for difturbance among the men ; nay even 
to ferve as volunteers, fliould it be defired, until .other o£^cers could 
be collected to take charge of the troops. 

The world will not be furprized when they hear this meaiiire vilifled 
and condemned by thole very people who had brought it about,, by their 
oppreflive and tyrannical behaviour to the officers; and I make no 
doubt*that every art will be ufed to render it odious in the eyes ©f the 
public; lince they endeavoured with equal impudence and falfity to 
make it be believed here, that the view of the relignation was to unr 
hinge the govcrranctit, and lend the Seleft Committee prilbners to Eng¬ 
land. Such an ablurd and ridiculous fcheme could only proceed from 
their own pulillanimity and confclous wicked hearts. Had this revo¬ 
lution ever entered into the minds of the officers, they had nothing to 
do but to have remained quiet, and the men (to ule their own phrale) 
would have rightettboth themiehtes and their officers; for towards the 
end of April, there were feverat meetings dilcovered among the ler- 
jeants and common men, and but too mucli reafon to believe, that they 
would not part with their officers very eafily. The moment this was 
dilcovered, I can affirm, that it was fleadily and effedualty difeounte- 
nanced by evety officer who was acquainted with the circumllances; 
who, to a man, would Iboner have given up every codflderation thim. 
have feen or cpnnlved* at any dillurbance among the men, however 
much it might contribute to the advantage of the caufe they had en¬ 
gaged in; and to^his, I dare fay, the then commanding officer, Sic 
Robert Fletcher, will bear witnels; from every part of their behaviour 
towards him and the Company.. Jhideed fo very cautious were they 
of giving their natiira*! enemiea any room to attack their charaOers on 
that Icore, that Captain MTilding and Lieutenant Petrie,, with tlic know¬ 
ledge and by the delire of the other officers, waited upon the com¬ 
manding officer, and,, under ncceilary reftcidions,. acqu^nted him 

with, 
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w!tb thdr'(lifplcl<m«; jaay, afluFcd him,. In the.name of the whoTe^ that 
they werc;feady to facrifice their lives, and every thiiig eUe^ in fapport 
of the authority of the Company over their troops and pofleffions* And 
' when it was fot^nd expedient to divide the brigade, more edhdhially to 
prevent any evil eonfequeiices from the reiignadgn,. the officers actually 
marched out with the men, at their own expe*nce and* pik, and en* 
camped at ibme dUt^ce from the fort, till they were ordered to quit 
the country j. which they as readily obeyed, as they l£ad done any for* 
mer order under very different circumflances. * 

From all thefe fa^s, I am certain, the unprejudiced part of man^ 
kind will belidVe, that the bloody intentions of the officers had no ex¬ 
igence but in ilie brains of their oppreflbrs. This,, however, is not at 
all extraordinar)^ fince it is well known,, that in all ages and {latest 
tyrannical governments have found it eafy,. and fometimes ncceflaryj 
to trump up imaginaiy plots and feditions to ftrve wicked, turns, and 
throw a thin veil over their own aftions, by colouring opprelllon with 
the face of neceflary feverity. ; • 

On tlie ill of May, the following, letter,, figned by every officer in 
the garrifon, the Brigade-major excepted,, was font to the commanding, 
officer, accompanied with every gentleman’s commillion; viz. 

" To Lieutenant Colonel Sir Robert Fletcher, comanding the firft 

Brigade at Mongheer,. 

** SIR, 

** That we might put it entirely* out of the power of either the world 
or our own confoienccs to condemn us, for deliring leave to refign >- 
** our commiflions in the Honourable Company’s fervice, we have ferved 
** four months in obedience to the orders of the 3.1ft December,, and 
“ are now but too well convinced, that our former fiifjsicions were 
“ true ; for notwithftanding the propofod reduflion of forvants wages,. 

“ and diminiftiing every unnedfefTary attendant, we find we cannot 
“ live upon the prefont allowance, but muft ruA in..debt'every month, 

“ as long as we have any credit. We muft appear upon the parade 
** as becomes officers, and keep up our refpe£Uvc ranks, or difobey 
” public orders. We muft ea£ and drink as befits the climate,, or falL 
“ focrifices to hunger and licknels; and to do all thefc only in mo- 
** deration,, we muft run. ouifolvcs in debt to* every one who will give 
“ us credit, be they gentlemen or the lowcft of the creation; inid fb' 

“ fall under the lalh of anotiier article of war,, for. behaving unlike 
" gientlemcn.. * 

“ Lou; 
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^ You know, that we Have applied for redrefe iti kiitnbidfl: 

" hcri and that it has been refufed us: ip‘Is neediefs for ush^ tb call 
^ upon you for a . witnegi of our attachment to the fervice; biir bkia- 
** viour through ,a feries of campaigns mud bear down all Ihinderw 
“ Many of us have ctat the Company’s bread for fonfe years, and are 
“ deeply coptcrned that we can no longer do it with honour ; all of 
** us are forry tb be obliged to take diis method of preventing ruin and 
** mifery falling upon ourfelves and conne^^ons, and we fincerely wifli 
that our mailers may meet with a let of oi^cers as much devoted to 
their fcrvice as we have always wilhcd to prove oUrlelves, and who 
may maintain the Gompaiiy’s affairs, to the lateft pollerity, in that 
fplcndor to which we have happily railed them. But unlels tlie pay 
and emoluments of their troops arc again rellored to what they were 
in July and Auguft 1763, our prayers arc all we can now give them. 

“ As it is from principle we now relign the fervice, it would give 
us.the greatell uncalinels Ihould the Company’s affairs liiffer by lb 
fudden a relignation. We have, therefore, relblved to lerve till the 
15th of this month of May, without pay of any kind, or being 
elleemed officers in their fervice; when an anfwer may be had from 
thofe gentlemen of the Council who we know have the power of re- 
** drelTmg us, or of filling up our places with other officers, provided. 
“ you delirc it. It would make us tply unhappy lliould any diftUrb- 
ance ariie among the men from this affair being known to them: we, 
“ therefore, beg you will take the necellary precautions of keeping all 
“ quiet; and as we are to receive no pay, you will be fo good to give 
“ the pay-mafter diredlions for leaving the abftra£l for the nbn-commif' 
** Honed and private men unligned. 

“ Our commlifions accompany this; which we beg you will keep, 
and believe us to be with relpc(S’, 

“SIR, 

4 

♦ 

. ^ “ Your moll obedient humble fervants.’? 

Mongheer, May ift 1766. • . 

To which letter the dquimanding officer returned the following anlWer... 




“ Mongheer, May ift 1766.' 

** Gentlemen, 

I have received your letter of this date, edgether with your cbm- 
miffions ; and ffiaU, agreeable to your requeft 5 take the rnoff: expe- 
a “ ditious 
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**♦ ditioiM method of obtaining you an anfwcr froi:n; our feperiors. I 
« agree with joU in thinking it better/ that the foldiera r^mdaigno- 
** rant of the m^urc you have taken; and I defire yQU.Mrill continue 
“ to do duty is ofifters, according to your former ^rcfpc^tixe rtnks, 
** until we know^the pleafiire of the Governor and Council.. 

** I am, with regard, 

“Gentlemen^ 

“ Your mofl: obedient, and humble fervant, 

(Signed) “ ROBERT FLETCHER.” 

, • ' > ' 

Tlie fame evening it was expedient for half of the troops to be marched 
out of the garrifon, as if going upon an expedition, and to encamp at 
fome diftance from the fort: in confequence of which every thing re¬ 
mained quiet till the 6th inftant, when Captain tVilding and Lieutenant 
Petrie were made prilbners, and'lent down to Calcutta, as was ftidj by 
orders from Lord Clive, and their going to the Colonel (as mentioned 
above) was the afligned caufe. 

This, though perhaps not the firft, is a ftriking inftance of the un¬ 
meaning cruelty of the Bengal government at that period: and it can^ 
not but amaze every thinking perfon, that two gentlemen fiiould be 
fubjcdied to all the iiiconveniencite' whidi would have attended the moft 
enormous crime, only for being too zealous in their duty, and too nic6 
in their notions of honom*, towards maficrs prepared to ufe tliem with 
fuch harflmefs. For however trifiing a thing it may now appear, theit 
waiting upon Sir Robert Fletcher, to inform him of their fufpicions of 
a mutiny, was at the imminent riik of their lives; as muft be vifibte to 
every one acquainted with the articles of war, to which they were un¬ 
doubtedly fubjed till they had ad:ually refigned the .lcrvice. Whatever 
inconveniencics the palfive behaviour of thofe two gentlemen fubjeded 
them to, it had this good effed; it convinced the world, that the fine 
ftoiy of plots and feditions had not the fmalleft foundation in truth; 
for it Was not without the moft earneft folicitations, that thofi gentle¬ 
men prevented the whole brigade from accompanying them in a body 
to Calcutta; or, fword in hand, refeuing them from their confine¬ 
ment, which they could not help thinking injqftice ; fince every man 
has^a right, an undoubted right, to refign that employ in which be is 
only a monthly fervant, and cannot fubfiftupon his monthly allowance, 
without being fubje^ted to the miferies of a felon' dr dcfertec. 

. , Soon. 
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Soon after Captain 'Wilding and Mr. Petrie bad left Mppgheer, the 
confidence between the officers and the Colonel fcefns to have decreafecl 
gradually, till it ended in an ordPr for jleven .or eight of the officer* to 
leave the garrifon itiftandy, and proceed to Calcutta $ and almoft in 
the fame breath a gei\erd order was iflued for the whole to leave the 
diftrid of Mpnghecr in’one hour’s time, or .they would be driven away 
by an armed force, aijd efteemed enemies to their country. 

'Whether this l^as an order of Lord Clive’s, who was then upon his 
way to Patna, or whole it was, I own it is not my bufinefs to' enquire j 
but wherever it falls, it fhould leave an indelible blot, and will, 1 hope, 
llamp the names of the authors of it with eternal infamyi The tender- 
nefs of a cyger muft poflefs that breaft which could unconcernedly fee 
the men who had fpent their youth and ftrength in the military fervice 
of the Company, thofe gallant young men who had purchafed honour 
with the lofs of limbs and conftitutions, in the unhealthy climate of 
Bengal, troop off, for fear of feeing fixed bayonets at their heels, and 
lea\*e their all, their little all, to the mercy of their enemies; and all this 
to pleafc fbme pardcular deftroyers! 

The confequences of this order were truly fliocking to human nature. 
Some gendemen, of families many degrees iuperior to any of the Coun¬ 
cil, were carried without the walls of the Fort in the depth of a fa- 
livadon ; others had juft fwallowed emetics, and were not allowed to 
remain to work them off; whiift the'lame w'ere obliged to limp out on 
their crutches, to avoid the military inftruments of tyrannic power. 

Such are the miferles which Englifhmen are doomed to fuffer when 
removed far from the influence of the happy conftitution of their native 
country! in a place where power gives, law, and force is right; and 
where no man is found brave enough to ihake the rod of corre^ion 
over the head of lawlcfs authority. 

Before the officers left the garrifon, the men got under arms, and 
Teemed refblved to accompany them; but feeing their officers dif' 
courage the attempt, and (hew no inclination to join a*nd command 
them, they were,foob difperled to their quarters, by the unmilitary 
meafure of money and liquors. Next day Lord Clive arrived at Mon-* 
gheer, and by flattering the common men and decrying the officers, at 
the expence of every human virtue,* he kept ail quiet, though nos 
without the affiftance of large fums of money; having in a few days dis¬ 
tributed more in preleiits to the feapoys andfoldicrs than would have 
fatisfied the poor diftrefled officers of all the army for a whole year. 
Such were fomc of the inftances of his lordfhip’s oeconqmy.. But not- 

witbftanding 
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\i^thftanding this fuccefs at firft, fu^ obftinacy would ^ probably have 
coft the Company very dear, had not the weaknels aii^ wkk^dnef^ 
human natiu’o .anordpd opportunities for regaining a great; nudib^ of 
•the officer who had juft left the fervice: many of .whoni had engaged^ 
the affair of the refignation with no other views thaii trcacjiieroiifly' 
to rift on the ruin'of their brother officers, whoft«attachmehb to thfeil* ' 
’ honpiir they knew ’would influence thenj to defpife all advantages to: 
be reaped from the violation of it. Others of them were gained by 
threats, and many more by impofitton; fb that jn a (hort time the 
caufe was deferred, and only the few who preferred honeft poverty to 
infamous affluence, remained fufferers on this occaiion; fbme being 
lent home to England, others lofing five or fix years dear-bought rank, 
and others permitted the favour of being'left to gain their bread by the 
fweat of tlicir brows in Calcutta. 

Tims far it was neceffary to follow the circumftances attending the 
refignation of the honeft and fteadjr part of the officers, to fliew with 
how little reafbn their enemies have endeavoured to brand their con- 
duift with feditious and dangerous defigiis againft the goveniment. “It 
may be now worth while to obferve the confequeHces, and the effed:^t had 
on the civil conftitution of Bengal; which, from being limited and mild, 
according to the laws of England, is become ablblute, unlimited, and 
tyrannical in a greater degree than the moft arbitrary government in 
the known world, 

I have obferved before, that Meffi's, Wilding and Petrie were fent • 
prifbners from Monghecr to Calcutta, and ought to have proceeded thi- 
tlier. under a.guard of feapoys ; but by a concatenation of miftakes,, 
the guard for their perftns was left behind, and they were only accoin*^ 
panted by that intended for their baggage ; which freed them from very 
dreadful inconvcniencies on their arrival in Calcutta, as will be feen 
bye and bye. 

In the abftnce of Lord Clive, Mr. Sumner (equally remarkable for 
his condeftenfion, when ftcond, as for His overbearing condutft when 
in the chair, as’afting governor,) who reigned in Calcutta at thattime, 
bad denounced his vengeance on the heads of all dppqfers, and is re¬ 
ported to have laid, of the refigned officers, There arc four of them; 

** coming down prifoners j I wifli there were twenty-four, that I might 
*** have the pie afure of hanging them all'* 

When the two unfortunate gentlemen mentioned above arrived at 
Calcutta, they waited upon thb Deputy Governor, to acquaint him of 
their having quitted the fervice, and their intention of refiding at Cal¬ 
cutta } to which he anfwered, They had been - put in arreft by Sir Hobert 

M , Fletcher, 



90 Appendix. 

Fletcher, and muft remain fo till Lord Clive’s fleafure was taowa. This 
they ftrenuouflyr denied; offering, that, as they held no mHteary em¬ 
ployment, they could in no degree be fubjed to military laiw; and left 
him to uie his pleafiire. The lame evening, the Fort,Adjutant came' 
to their'lodging'^, and told them, he had the Governor’s orders to put*, 
them under arreft; 'which they refilled to obey, for the .r^afons given 
by them to'-the Deputy Governor himfelf; and requefted him to take 
down their anfv^ers in writing, that they might not be any more trou¬ 
bled with his vifits.* Notwithftanding this he returned again, next 
morning, and inlifted on their obeying the arreft, as officers in the 
Icrvice of the Eaft India Company; and on their perflating in their firft 
rcfblution, he acquainted them, that he had the orders of the Governor 
and Council to take them out of their lodgings by force, and confine 
them in the New Fort, under a guard; and if they‘flint their doors, he 
had orders to plant centinels before the door, and Jlarve them into com¬ 
pliance : and for tliat purpofe he had paraded a guard of thirty men, 
Mr. Gideon Johnftone, iii whofe houfe this happened, overhearing the 
laff part of the threat, acquainted the Adjutant, that if he dared to 
enter fiis houfe, or to place centinels upon it, he would profccute him, 
and all concerned, to the utnioft extent of the law ; and at the fame 
time leave the houfe to the mercy of the fbldiers, in which there was 
the property of many private merchants, to the amount of fome lacks 
of rupees. 

This ftaggered his rcfblution, and he departed to acquaint the ty¬ 
rants with the oppofition he had met; who, though they feemed ready 
enough to facrifice every moral tie to their refentment, ^nidclercd at 
the thoughts of incurring penaltlSs for hurting a houfe of fuch confe- 
qucnce, and they well knew Mr. Gideon Johnftone would be as good 
as his ‘word ; nor could Mr. John Holme, the oracle of law to the then 
Council, afford them any confblation; for, after twilling and- turning 
the charter with the utmoft pettifogging fkili, he was forced to declare, 
that he could not find any part which juftified a forcible entry. This 
gave the poor gentlemen fome refpite, but it was only in idea; for 
they were obliged to keep their doors guarded and barricadoed,. to pre¬ 
vent the Adjutant fro‘m putting his threats into execution. 

In this dilemma,'they fent for an iijtorney of the* Mayor’s Court, to 
inftrufl them in the methods of procuring their liberty, by an appfi- 
cation to the civil power: but he very honeftly told them, that there 
' was no fuch thing as law in Calcutta; nor could the-j there hope for any 
redrefs s that, for his own part, his 'office obliged him to take a re¬ 
taining fee §*om diem ; but, at the fame time, he would take it as tho 
, 3 » greateft 
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gycateft favour, and a real mark of friendfhip, if theynvotlld rtot irifiil 
upon it; fo^ his appearance^ in their caufe might ruin Mm in the fetfk-** 
*ment: and then, without leaving thefti time to reply, he wiflied them'a 
•good morning. * , * ;r 

In this fituation things remained till the quarler-lelficjns came on, 
when they determined to try their cau(e before the Grand J\iry ; never 
doubting to find flielter and protefiion under that glorUms bulwark of 
Englifii liberty. Accordingly, on the firft day of the fcffions, they 
lent the following letter to the Foreman of the Grand Jury; viz. 

To James Lifter, Efquire, Foreman, and the Members of the 
. Grand Jury. 


“ Gentlemen, 

** We hope you will excuie the liberty we now take in addrefling you 
** on a fubjeeft of the moft interefting nature to oiirfelvcs, to you, and 
** to every free-born Engliftiman who lives under the protecHon'of that 
** blefled conftitution ; and that you will, as far a$ in your power, 
** grant us that redrefs which the extraordinary circumftances of our 
“ cafe require, wliich arc as follow : 

** On the firft of this month we refigned our commiffions in the Ho- 
nourable Company’s fprvicc, which were accepted of by the corns 
“ manding ofliccr at Monglicer, where w^ then were; nor have we 
“ received any pay lince the 30th April* Laft night, after we had 
“ been twenty days out of the fervice, tlie Fort Adjutant came to our 
“ lodgings, and faid he had the Acting Governor’s orders to put us 
** in arreft, which we refufed to obey; allcdgiiig we were not fnbjedi: 
** in any degree to military difeipline, biit were ready to anfwer any 
“ charge brought againft us according to the laws of Enghaml.—*-Tliis 
‘‘ •morning he returned again ; and, in order to inciniidace us into a 
“ fubmilllon to military law, faid he had the orders of the Governor 
“ and Council to carry us out of our lodgings with % military force, if 
*“ we did not inftantly obey tlie arreft; and that if we fliut our doors, Jie 
“ would place th» centinels upon them. We returned the. fame anfwer 
** as before : and ever fincc have been in hourly expe^ation of fibeing 
“ our lodgings befet with military guards, b;!|r which we are entirely 
prevented from going about onr own affairs, and put in fear of our 
“ lives. Thus are our moft valuable privileges, as Englifhmcn, ftc at 
“ nought, and trampled upon ; thus arc we kept prifoners in onr own 
“ liouft/ from fear of being aflaukpd when wc go abroad; and thus is 
; M 2 “ the 
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** the government become militaiy, anid Wf arc once ipa<le Jiabic td 
** all the horrible con^quences which it isffieedle6 for us to point ou(^ 
** as they m«ft be bvit too obvious to every one Who ref)e^s that he is. 
** a Briton^ and a-fori of freedonii 4mle6 the civil ^wer heartily in- -' 
** terferes to prevent fuch unprecedented proceedings, before they . 
** have gained too great a head. When we refleft upon the tranlgc-. 
** tions of this 4?y» when we refleft that we appealed to the laws of our 
** country, and when we reflect that that appeal was difregarded, how 
“ can we but tremble for our liberties, which lie at the lall gafp!-—If^ 
we have committed any crime, we arc ready to anlwer for it, and 
“ (hall rejoice to be tried by an impartial Jury; to that we fly for pro- 
** tedion againft fuch unwarrantable and lawlefs procee^ngs. If 
** through ignorance we have committed any error' in point of form, 
** we hope you will excufe it, and efteeni us your diftreflTed fellow- 
** fubjeils. 

i (Signed) « BENJ. WILDING. 

< “ JOHN PETKIE.” 

In confcquence of this letter, they were .carried before the Foreman 
and jury by a peace-officer; and after being fworn and examined, they 
were condu(fted back to their lodgipgs, exulting in the happinels of 
being Engliflimen, and fecure in the hope of obtaining redrefe againft 
their oppreflbrs. * 

How ffiall I go on ?—^How (IkiII I publi(h to fhe world the (hame of 
my country ?—There were not twrive honeft men found to (land forth 
affertors of Britidi liberty! However, to do mankind juftice, ten de¬ 
clared for the noble privilege of Britons, and (even for power : but the 
judges were of opinion, that only twelve could conftitute a legal ma¬ 
jority. The little (pirit of liberty which exifted in the iettlement after 
this, was exerted for a fliort time'in manifeftiog deteftgtion of thofe 
(even 'proftitutes to power; but the lenient hand of time, which 
fmootlw by degrees even the brows of murderers, has long ago buried 
their crime and their ^uniftiment in oblivion, nor has one fpark of that 
noble principle ever blazed forth (ince that period. • 

I am not fufficiently verfed in the laws of my country todettrminej 
but 1 have been allured, that leventeen cannot legally conftitute a 
Grand Jury, unlefs when no more can attend. If this be true, there 
muft have been fcandalous proceedings in the calc before us ; (ince, 
when the jurors were to have been Avorn in, there were twenty in the 
court; but when (ixteen had taken the oath, Mr. Verelft made the 

clerk 
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clerk of the peace call them over twice, to know the*nimiberi and I 
. fiippole themames, before he would permit the ieventeenth to take 
•oath; and imtpediatel]^ upon its being adminillered to them, the ether 
Ahree were required to leave the court, for that the jur^ was complete; 
How far thi# manner of adling is agreeable to law** I cannot pretend to 
lay, but it feems to be very unlike juftice. \ * • 

The Htuation of the prifoners was now more deplot;able thau ever. 
Given up by the law to the mercy of their enemies, they had nothing 
to expeft but the utmoft feverity j which would certainly have fallen 
upon them, but for the proteftion that Mr. Gideon Johiiftone's houfc af¬ 
forded them, which the officers did not choole'to enter, unlefs expreftly 
authorized by the fiat of Lord Clive. 

In tlie mean time an attorney, bolder thau the reft, ventured to ac¬ 
quaint them, that they might, at any time, bind the Adjutant over to 
the peace, as well as any number of perfons, his abettors, though un¬ 
known to them: upon which they immediately, each of them, wrote 
the following letter; viz.' * 


“ To Randolph Marriott, Efquire, one of his Majefty’s Jufficca 

of the Peace. .. 


“SIR, 

“ On the 26 th of this current month, a perlbn who calls himfolf 
“ Lieutenant Baldwin, Fort Adjutant, came to the houfe where I re- • 
“ lide, and threatened to bring a military force, conlilling of a jam- 
“ matdar an 4 thirty ieapoys, and carry me by violence a prilbner to 
“ the New Fort, there to confine me*, if I would not fubieft ipyfolf to, 
“ military law, after I had informed him twice, that Lhcld, no military, 
“ employment, and was therefore not fubjeft to military law. . this 
“ threatening has never been taken off, I have ever lince lived in fear. 
“ of my life ; and am deterred from going about my lawful affairs,. 
“ which fuffer, great impediments, for fear of an aflault in the ftreets,; 

* “ with a view to bring him to condign punifhment, I mull requeft you. 
“ will bind him over.to the peace, as well as feveral otiicr ;perfons un^ 

** known to mei his abettors, and whom be called by the name of the 
“ Governor and Councilbut as 1 am apprehenfivo of being fdzed by 
this man in my way to you, I muft likewife requeft you will order a 
“ peace-officer to protedl me till-L coinc before you, and make oath to 
“ the truth of what I have herein f^t forth. 

Sir,-your moft obedient fervant, 

(Ohe copy figncd) “ BEN. WILDING.” ' 
(Another) “ JOHN PETRIE.” 


Mr. 
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Mr.' Marriotvthe A£Hng Jufticie, without returning any an(Ver, 
pofted away to the Codricil-houfe, to take the advice of hisbrdther ag- 
grcflbrs.; and from* thence wrote to them the*^ jujike^fike letter fol- ' 
lowing ; i * '■ 

c 

To^aptain Wilding and Lieutenant Petrie. 

** Gentlemen, 

Pleafe to inform me whether Lieutenant Baldwin came to you in 

** a public or private capacity I ^ 

« 

“ lam. Gentlemen, 

** Your moft obedient (ervant, ' 

(Signed) « RANDOLPH MARRIOTT, onc-of 
“ his Majefly’s Jufticcs of the Peace for Calcutta.” 

C 

i ' 

To this letter they returned the following anfwer: 

To Randolph Marriott, Efquire, one of his Majefty*s Juftices of 

“ the Peace for Calcutta. 

« S I R, 

Imagining you had, through inadvertency, addrefled us on the 
« cover of your letter undd* wron^ titles, we broke the feal j but muft 
inform you, that, holding no military employment, we are not to 
be known in any affair of law by any other than our Chriftian names. 

^ However, as courtefy generally continues an officer’s title after he 
** has refigned his commiffion, we, to fave time, inform yon, that 
Lieutenant Baldwin came to us in a fafli, (word, and gorget, the pro- 
** per drefs of his office, and faid, he was ordered to threaten us by 
** the Governor and’ Council: but we, as private perfbns, have no 
buRnels whether h? came in a public or private capacity. 

** ^Ve arcj SIR, * 

** Your moft obedient lervants, 

c ^ 

(Signed) BEN. WILDING, 

. “ JOHN PETRIE,” 


They 
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They heard nothing more frdfti Mr. Marriott that day. About nine 
at night, Mr. Petrie, finding it neceflary to go abroafl uppn.fbme.ur* 
gent bufinefs, wrote, by hlmfelf, the letter following: , 

* . • ’ 

• ** To Randolph Marriott, Efquire, one of his’ Mfjefty’s Juflices of 

• the Peace for the Town of Calcutta. 

• • ' 

•“SIR, 

As a/ubjeri: of Great Britain, labouring under oppreflion, I again 
“ apply to you, as one of his Majefty’s fworn Juftices of the Peace, for 
“ that jufticc againll my opprellbrs which the law directs, and which 
“ his Majcfty Has been gracioufly pleafed to take particular notice of in 
** his letters patent to his Juftices. 

« I am, S I R, 

“ Your obedient fervant, 

(Signed) “ JOHN PETRIE.;^ 

This produced, next morning, the letter following: 

“ To Captain Wilding and lieutenant Petrie. 

“ Gentlemen, , 

** As you mention Lieutenant Baldwin came to you in his pub^Sc 
military capacity, any grievance you may have to complain of mtift; 
“ lay againll the authority which fept him : and aj an of Parliament 
“ points out a method of redrefs, I apprehend a JuJlice of the Peace cannot 
“ interfere, 

“lam. Gentlemen, 

Your moft obedient fervant, 

(Signed) “ RANDOLPH MARRIOTT.'^ 

j 

The unfbrtuate gentlemen thought this letter worthy of no other reply • 
than the following fhort anfwcr: , * 

# • 1 9 

“ Meffieurs Wilding and Petrie prelcnt their compliments to Mr. 
Marriott, and fliould be glad to know how tfte mcf&nger in the affair 
“ of Mr. Wilkes came tp be puniflied E”. 

‘ “ Calcutta, 3d June ' 

. Thus 
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Thus fiiiiflied their correfpondence;'and connexion with the THfe 
Justices of C^^lcutta, for after this they went abroad^ thetr own 
protcifloi-Sr and met with no other moleftation than being followed 
through the town by the fpies of the GoverAor, Tent after them to fee 
who gave them a dinner, or a fupper; to fuch amazing meannefles do 
bad men in power defpend ! 

Notwithftahdin^all that had palled, the prifoners would have foiuid 
it a clifHcult matter to have proved a falfe imprifonnient upon the Go¬ 
vernor and Council, Jiad it not been for their own folly and incou- 
fiftency. In about a week after their correfpondence with the foreman 
and Mr. Harriot was at an end, tlie Adjutant once more made his ap¬ 
pearance at their lodgings (like the herald in Henry the Fifth after the 
battle of Agincourt) mightily crejl-fallmt where, in moll refpeclful 
terms, he delivered the compliments of the, Governor and Council, tell¬ 
ing them that, as Sir Robert Fletcher had accepted of the commifioh' i luhen 
they refigned the fervicct they were no longer prifoners^ but now at liheny 
to go where they pleafed. It is a queftion worthy the determination of 
a Governor and Council, whether tyrannical pride or meannels appeared 
moll conlpicuous through the Avholc courfe of thefe proceedings ? 

Thus have I, my dear Sir, gone through the mod material circum- 
dances attending this melancholy aifair, with avoiding, for fear of 
prolixity, the mention of many things of lefs importance, but equally 
tendinjg to prove the unremitting vjolence with which the people in 
grower afted towards the unhappy officers, who had facrificed their 
youth and conftitution§ to the fervice of the Company. Whether the 
two gentlemen above-mentioned delcrved the treatment they niet with, 
or not, or whether the conduct of the jiiflices was according to law, 

I will not pretend to determine; and fliall therefore conclude with 
making this obvious remark upon the whole, that the legiflature mud 
certainly have been impofod upon with relpcd to the date of affairs in 
India, fince we dannot think they could be ignorant, that all the Com¬ 
pany's fettlements are fubjecd to the laws of England. The indices of 
the peace tlirough alf India arc thofe, only, who are of the Council at 
the diifcrent fettlements, who are fo ab officio s they leave England at 
the age of fixteen, many of them before they know what judicc means,* 
and are ever afterwards taught to believe it confids in the fiat of a Go* 
vernor and Council, 'fhere is fcarce ever a caufo in which it is neceflary 
for a judice to interfere, which does not take its rife cither from ridi¬ 
culous orders from the Company at home, or the rapacious monopoliz¬ 
ing (pint' of their fervants abroad: and, above all, there is fcarce a 
poffible cafo in which.the members of the Council, as individuals, are 

not 
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not^ concerned dire^ly or indire^fly, Yrora their extei^ve eopne^lions in 
import and export trade, farms, &c. &c. Is tlicn the bpafted liberty of 
Eng!iflinicii?to be fUbjcdl to a Jurifdidion, where the judge him&lf is 
either appellant or def^dant ? How ftrikingly applicable is this to the 
Jbaie of Mr. Marriott before us ? Inftead of having the parCics immediately 
brought before hiiii, or calling together a IJench pf Juftices, he polled 
* away to the Council-houfe, to confult with the fervante of the Company, 
his own alibciates, whether , he diould aft according to Jiis confcicnce, 
and adminiftcr julUce according to his oath, or J^ccorcling to the dic¬ 
tates of a tyrannical ruler. As this letter has much exceeded the length 
I intended at fir/l, I imagine you are fiifficiently tired; and wilhing 
you all happinefs, I am, 


N- XXXI. 

Tke Narrativ?: of Mr. Vp:rnon Duffi eld, relative to his own 
Calc, and theCaie of Mr. Francis Robertson of Bengal. 

“ Having fcTved many years in the army at Bengal, I was one of the 
many officers who thought themfelves injured and dlllrelled by the fud- 
den rcdiiftion'of the eftabliflied bafta-money, in December 1765, by 
Lord Clive and his Secret Committee; and who, after fruitlefsly waiting ' 
lix months, in hopes of a favourable iftue to their remonftrances, came 
to a refolutiow to refign on the ift of May 1766. The brigade I be¬ 
longed to lay in cantonments at Bankipore, near Patna, under the com¬ 
mand of Colonel Sir Robert Barker, who fent me an order, immediately 
after I had religncd ray commiffion, to repair to Calcutta the very next 
day. Upr n this, I waited on Sir Robert Barker, to be acquainted with 
the reafons of my having lb fliort a notice given me, particularly as he 
knew my wife and family were with me, totally unprepared for to long 
a journey, and my private concerns altogether unjettled; and farther 
tp requeft, that if (notwithftanding I was no longer in the Company's _ 
military fervice) I muft go, he would allow me *a few days more to 
fettle my affairs. Thefe my remonftrances and requeft had no effeft; 
whereupon I alked Colonel Barker, if he would ftand to'all the confe- 
qucnces of the lols or lofles that might happen pf my valuable effefts, 
from the dangers of the river, as well as of thole I (hould, on fo Ihort a 
notice, be neceffitated to leave behind me ? The Colonel returned for 
anfwer, that I muft go, and chat he would (land to every thing he didf 

N • Where-' 



$8 A P P D I X.. 

Whereupon I was obliged to leave Bankipore that evening; taking 
with me my wife and family, and leaving behind unadjufted debts that 
were due to me to the amount of 16,000,rupees. The 'boats on. the ■ 
Company's account, provided by Colonel Barker to carry me to C^- 
cutta, appeared fb exceflive bad, that I could nop think of venturing 
niylelf and /amily in them ; and having luckily a boat of my own, I 
embarked with qjy family on board my own boat, putting my baggage 
into the boats-..provided for that purpofe ; fearing mucli, at the lame 
time', that they would not be able to undergo the voyage' to Calcutta, 
which was between 400 and 500 miles off. Juft after my arrival 
at a place called Noon Golah, I received an order from Colonel 
Barker, that I muft not on any account touch, or call Mong- 
heer on my way. On my paflage down, one of phe Company's boats 
%vith a part of my baggage on board, to the amount of about one 
thoufand rupees, was loft in a ftorm near Bhar; whereupon I wrote 
to Colonel Barker, informing him of the accident, and that in confe- 
quehcc of his declaration, “ that he ihould ftand to the confeqncnces 
“ of jtlius fending me out of the country," I (hould take the liberty to 
fend him an account of the particulars of my lofs, and call upon him 
for the amount; to which letter he never returned any anfwer. Having 
procured another boat at my own expence, to take in fuch part of the 
baggage as was laved from the wreck, I proceeded on, till we arrived 
RtBandecoot, a place about 100 miles from Calcutta; where, not find¬ 
ing water fUfficient in the river to carry boats any farther, I was under 
the neceffity of leaving the boats, and of travelling over land with my 
family and baggage, at my own expehce ; which, inclufling boat-hire, 
bearers, cooleys, hackeries, and other travelling charges, coft me 
about 600 rupees, before I arrived at Calcutta, which was the begin¬ 
ning of June ; having been better than a month on my paftage down. 

On the oth June 1766, I received an order from the Governor and 
Council of Calcutta, in which four other Gentlemen were included, 
direfting us to hold ourfelves in readinefs to embark for Europe by the 
returning fliips ofthat feafbn. As this was an unprecedented thing, I 
imagined it was‘ donp with a defigii to frighten us into the fervice again; 
and finding afterwards that many of the refigners had again adually 
entered into the feiwice, and farther confidcriiig I was in rank near a 
Majority, and that if the Governor and Council fliould perfift in carry¬ 
ing their order for my fiiddenly going to Europe into execution by 
force, it would be the caiifl* of inevitable ruin to me and niy family ; I 
therefore was necclfitated to make every fubmiffion that could be made 
with decency or propriety to the Prclidcnt and Council, as well as to 

4 fcveral 
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fevcral particular members, in order to procure my reinftatement t but 
thofe my aji^ilications and fubmifliioiis were all ineffe£luM. 

, On the 18th Augul^iydfi, to my great furprize, I received a letter 
from Mr. Willtam Alderfey, fecretary, infortmng fne,That iA con- 
*** lequence pf themotice already given me, of the 9th June 1766, to 
“ prepare for returning to Europe, fpr the part •f bore in the late rc- 
“ Jignation of the officers of the army, he was ordered, by the Right 
“ Honourable Lord Clive, Prefident, and the Councilfof Calcutta, to 
“ acquaint me, that I muft accordingly embark *011 board the Lord 
** Camden, which fliip was expected to fail towards the end of the 
** month; and fhat Captain Smith was furni/lied with an order for re- 
“ ceiving me on board with my iiecefTaries.” At this time my wife 
was three months gone with child. The (luldennels of fuch unexpeiffed 
news, and the refleclion of my being thus cruelly torn from her, over- 
caijiie her fo much that (lie fell lick, and a violent fever enilied, which 
had near coft her her life ; and in the midH; of this illneis flie mifearried. 

I found from Captain Smith, Commander of the Lord Camden, 
who had likewife received his orders from the Governor and Council, 
that I was to be taken on board as a charter-party paflenger and 
fliould have but bad accommodations on board: in the midll therefore 
of my diftrefs, I once more, under date of the 24th Augiift 1766, ad- 
drefled the Governor and Council in the moft fubmiflive terms, re.queft- 
ing that, in confideration of my Idhg, faithful, and known fervices in, 
the Company's military employ, I might, as well as others, be re-adr 
mitted to my former ftation. I farther reprefented the diftrelTed iltuar 
tion of myfclf and family, and that I could not thus go to Europe with¬ 
out inevitable ruin. 

In anfwer to this my humble fupplication, I received a letter from 
Mr. Secretary Alderfey, dated Calcutta, the 25th Anguft 1766, in¬ 
forming me, ** That he was ordered by the Right Honourable the Pre- 
-fident and Council to acknowledge the receipt of' my letter to them, 
“ and to acquaint me, in anfwer, that they were determined to have 
“ their orders duly complied witli; and unlels I ^id^ repair on board 
the Lord Camden in proper time, purfuant t© the notice.I had al- 
“ ready received, .that I might be allured the Con^pany’s orders would 
** be put in execution, by embafkiiig me by force.” 

* Charter-party paflengers are fent home at the Company’s exptfnce, fo far as to be iatitled to a 
birth and to fhip’s provi/ions, as commoa failors. The fending over of gentlemen by violence, there¬ 
fore, on fuch a kind of agreement, is putting them exactly on a footing with the felons who arc tranf- 
ported from England toAmeiica; whofe accommodation and fopply of fhip*provilioiis, during th« 
voyage, are contrafted and paid for by the crown. 

N 2 Pni 



hbo A P P E. ^ D I X. • 

On Friday the 2^t\i Auguft 1766, Lord Glive Ordered Ms Aid-dc* 
camp, Captain*Upton, to acquaint mi, that he expcfted I ^onld go on 
board the (hip Lord Camden, Captain Smith, on the Monday next, ai| 
the 6aptain went on board that day; and that Mr. Kelfall the Coii> 
miflTary Genera! had orders to provide me wldi boats. As I had before 
'heard Colonel Ba^er declare, in prefence of fevera! crfficers, that Lord 
Clive would faermee himfelf, family, and fortune, and even the whole 
lettlement, ratlter than give up his poim, I now plainly perceived it 
was impolTiblc to (often his inhuinan heart to conipaffion, but that ( 
fliould (hortly be torn from iny family, fortune, and every thing dear 
to me. AH that I could do on this occafton, in the fettlcment of CnU 
cutta, W'as to caufe the notary public, hfr. John Holme, to draw’ up 
two protefts againft Lord Clive, the Council, and Captain Natliauici 
Smith of the Lord Camden; which was accordingly done, and oiii' or 
them I prefented to the Governor and Council, and the other to Clar>- 
caln^mith. 

‘On the morning of the gd September 1766, Captain Upton came to 
my hdufc, and informed me that Lord Clive had fent him to me, to 
defire I would not repel force by force, as he intended that afternoon 
to fend an officer with a party of feapoys to force me on* board the Lord 
Camden ; and that his Lordfhtp farther defired him to acquaint me, 
that lie would give me all the law on my fide that I could require, as 
he was fully determined to break into my houje, cither at the doors or 
windows. I defired Captain Upton to prclent my re(pe<n:9 to Lord Clive, 
■and acquaint him that I was relblved not to go on board any (hip ijy 
confent, and that his Lordfliip might n(c what force he pleafttl, as I 
would fboner Io(e my life than be feparated from niy wife, family, and 
fortune in fuch a cruel and unlawful manner. 

Accordingly the next mbrning, being the 4th September 1766, Eii- 
■fign Peter Angerfteen entered and flirrounded my houfe with a ferjeaiv: 
and twelve or fourteen Icapoys, in order to feize my perfon ; hut- on 
my perceiving the guard enter the door of the fore part of my ho'ofe, I, 
being then in tl^c hSlI, fliut the doors of the rooms againft them, ex- 
pefting guard woiild break them open, as Captain Upton had before 
acquainted me his Lordfliip*s intentions were. But,Enfign Angpifteen, 
finding I had fliut the inner doors of niy hoiife, immediately plantetl 
fix centinels at the doors and wdndows, and gave ftrift orders to the 
guards, not to fuffer either vifluah or drink to be admitted to me, nor 
any perfon or per fans to have any communication ivith me. My wife *at 
this"time, being in an adjacent room of the houfe, was not permitted 
to come into the apartment I w^is Jn; nor even fuffered to talk to me 

through 
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tlnwigh the bars of the windows. Upon my aOung Enijign Angerfteen* 
by whai authority he adlcd fb imprudently and unlawfully ? he told me 
it was by Lord CHv^*s ppfitive order, which he had, ugnc^ and iealed 
4 »y Ills Lorckhy's own liand. At my reqUeft, he rcajd part of the order 
tome, ^t^uding-at a diftance from the window, purporting, “ that he, 

Angmlcen> was to take a guard, and fecure the pc^fons of Captain 

Vernon Daffield and Enfign Francis Robertiop, nof to ftifFer any 
* perlbn or perlbns \vlutibcvcr to go in or come out, or allow pro- 
“ vilions, liquors, or fupplies ol' any kind to*bc conveyed to them, 
** without his Lordfliip's e\prcij oiders: and that he might try to get 
** in Ht the windows, oi by any other lincde, to lecure their perfons.” 
Whjti Enfign Aiigedteeii iiad read thus much of his orders, he put 
tiiem in his pocke^.. I begged he would read the whole to me: hnt he 
/ol'ulL’d doing n, and went away, leaving the guards Rationed as be- 
^forementioned. Dinner being ready, my wife and fomc of my fervants 
approa^.fn ri v» gr* r me iiinie virtuals through the bars of the windows; 
upon u'oti' iwv. ct'iitltH’Is })ulbcd them away with great iniblencq^ and 
abided iliein to ihe liigliell degree. About this time a Jamm^ttdar, 
bi'uk ofjicrr of leapoys, entered a room joining to my honle, where my 
wiie and part of my family were fitting, and with the greatefi afilirance 
infiUed on fitting down clofc to her. I immcdiaicly fpoke to him ill 
his own language, telling him, that was my wifi nncl family,^ and de¬ 
fin'd him to go out of my Itouic; upon which he abided me beyond 
c^pi'eHlon. • 

fit this fituailon, I wrote ro the Mayou and AtnEUMhA’ of Cal- 


t a VTA, a*s abb to Randolph Ma/iriott and Hugh Wat ts, Efqu^res, 
hi'- 'VI litiliees of tlie peace, acquainting them with my lituation,. 

aiivl mfonning them, tint noi being a miUtary man, neither having 


comaHCtcti ronivry, tit.iibn, murtl*’:, 


uoi any other crime, or mil’de- 


aneanor, I aprl'ud to them, ,.s to the civil power of iJiat c’ty, hoping 
-for their proitaion. On die jdi Sepiembi'r iyC 6 , I received a letter 
from Mr. j"]111 Holme, Regiiler of the Mayor’s Com t, acqiiaiadng me, 
tliat he was ordered by die couit to inform iiuvidrat my aitair did not 
come vvidu.i their cogui/tnix’ or jurifeliflion ancf the fiime day I re- 
cc'vcil r.n an<w^N from Mr. Wvrrs, that be wtU jtek. But having re¬ 
ceived no anfi.cr from Mr. l\h4»riott, I wrote to him again on the faid 


ydi Sepci'uibtr, informing him, tliat my condition was dien luch, that 
J -waj Uat oiagt and had hot A r; even allowtd to go the necejfaiy-l onfh 
diiiing my tonjincment. In anfwer, 1 received a letter froniM'.MAL- 
jRiOTT the lame day, acquaindog me, that “ he had uaivedihj ht- 
■“ let, and had waited in exfcdas^oii my fervant would/hive ihu 

** n^xi 
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** next morning- for his anfmer: ' But infif^ming me fuhher^ tlfat, if I 
** would now pleafe'to affl-j to Claud Rujfelli Efquire, who we^ the pre^ 
** fent a&ing jufiice of the peace, he dared ih fay, J Jhould be granted d 
" civil officer to ' condub me to him, in order to lay my gpi^ances before 
** him,** Such excufesi and delays could admmifter biSit fmall comfort 
to a man in piiy cir^mftances; however, having no dther profped:, 
on this information,#! wrote to Mr. Claud RulTelh on the faid 5th Sep¬ 
tember, to which i*celvittg no anfwer, I wrote to him again oiv the 6th, 
when' at laft he thoughuproper to write me a letter, informing me that, 
** as foon as he could have the opinion of the Bench of JuJlices upon the fuhjcS 
** 6 f my complaint, he would return me an anfwer,** Not licaHng anything 
farther, on the 8th September I wrote again to Mr. Ruflell, acquainting 
him of the continuance of my diftreis, with aggravation, for that the 
night before, my wihdowr were ordered to he Jhut up, to prevent both 
light and air from coming to me: and, impatient for relief, on the iam^ 
day I wrote, for the fame purpofe, to the other Juftices William Bright- 
well Sumner, Harry Verelft, Charles Ffloyer, Thomas KeKall, and 
William Alderley, Elquires, all then refident within the town of Cal¬ 
cutta. Some time after vVhich, I at laft received a letter from Mr. 
Ruflell, informing me, “ that the members of the board being difperfed 
** in the country', a full bench could not be ajfcmbled till that morning, 
** being dhe ^th September 1766, or he Jhould have returned an anfwer to 
“t my letter fooner ; and that Mr, Grofe, their clerk, whom they had de- 
“ puted to wait on me, would acquaint me with the fej'ult of their meet'* 
ing,** Accordingly that evening Mr. Grofe came to me, and in¬ 
formed me, by word of mouth, through the bars of my window, ** that 
the Bench of Jufices had laid my letters before Lord Clive, and ajked his 
reafons for placing the guards on me in the manner I had related in my 
** letters,- and that his Lordjhip had anfwered, that he had not ordered the 
** guards to confine me to my room, but, on the contrary, had given them 
** orders to let me go about where I would, that I was at liberty to go to 
“ any part of Calcutta : and that the reafon of the guards being placed over 
** me, his Lordjhip,fatH, was for not obeying the order's of the Governor 
•* and Council in gbin^ on board the Lord Camden, Farther, that the 
Bench of Jufices thought the letters I had laid before them were ground^ 
lefs, and they Jhould tdke no farther notice of them ; but that if I would, 
** agreeably to the orders of the Governor and Council, proceed on board 
the Lord Camden, I might expeS all the civility and good treatment 1 
could wijh for,** 

Theife minutes, reported from the Bench of Jqllices, I took down in 
ivriting before,^ Mr, Orofe, and the next day I addreiled them again, 

• expoftulafing 
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* expbftulating on their .incfTage, difprovin^ certain aiiegA^ons, anc|;$K;^ 
quainting them, that as a BridCh fubje^tmuch 1 applied to 

them as Ifls Majefty’s Jufticcs, requeuing they ^oaldexMoine An* 
gerfteen, Serjeant I&UelC, and the havUdar of the guard, upon , oath, 
concerninp; thtf prders by which they a^ed ; .but that as for going on 
board the*^Loi:d Camden, I had already acquaihted thp Governor and 
Council that ! could not comply with fuch orders. ^ 

The*Bench did not fliew the leaft incUnaUon to comply with my re- 
queft, rdlpe£ting the examination; fo, on the roth September 1766, I 
wrote again leparately to William Brightwell Sumner, Harry Vcrelft, Ran¬ 
dolph Marriott, Claud Rullell, Thomas Kelfall, Charles Ffloyer, and 
William Alderfey, Elquires, his Majefty's Juftices, acquainting them^ that 
I wanted to fwear the peace againfl; Enlign Angerfleen ; and as I was 
prevented from waiting upon them, by my being^conhned, I.lliould 
be glad to fee any one of them at my houfe, to take my depoiition. 
None of thefe gentlemen, however, thought proper to come to my 
hoiife, or even anfwer my letter, except the cautious Mr, Rullell„ who 
wrote to me on the nth September 1766, that in cafe my (ieftre^f pwear-^ 
ing the peace, againjl Enfign Angerjieen arofe from any caufe that had no 
connexion ’with the fubjeB of my former letters, be "would be glad to fee me 
at his houfe, and if necejfary for that purpofe, he would fend a conftabU 
for my protePlion, But in cafe it had to do "with my former lettjerf, tts 

HAD NO AUTHORITY. • . 

The fame day I received a letter from Mr. Grofe, acquainting me, 
that he was dire£led by the .Bench of JuJiices, who had ajfembled on the fe- 
veral applitations I bad made to them, both feparately and jointly, to in¬ 
form me, that on enquiry into the caufe of my complaints, they did not appear 
to be cognizable by any civil authority there, being against tb* Pre¬ 
sident and Council*. After this.hnal anfwer from the Bench of 
Juftices, it plainly appeared impoftible to obtain any redreis in Bengal 
againft fuch illegal and arbitrary proceedings, becauie thofe gentlemen 
as fworn Juftices of the peace would not condemn one another for what 
they tranfa< 5 led as Counfellors. •• ^ 

Having been ten days and nights dole confined in*myJiou{c, in want 
of common neceflaries, and even day-light, overcome heat of 

.the weather and tlic fincll of my room, which was now become oxtretne- 
ly difagreeable, in this iituation, I had been,attacked with a diieale 

• The Prefident and Coundl aft by the anthority of the Conpaiiy, «r the Court of Direftori, and 
the Magiftrates by the authority of the laws, and tor the Sovereign. 'Thus the authority of the de- 
|iuties of the £atl India Company is, in Beogal, hdd to be'fopdior to tihac of the Sorereigh and 
the laws. - • 

which 
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which oft^n proves mbrtiil in ,that coubtr^^ and was In fai£V'at'tHe point * 
6f death, when I "dctermiriect to :havc thjf dbors opfenedi and to ;(br- 
reiider myfelf prifoiier to Lord CliVc and the“Council. But before lfexo^ 
cntcd this relblutiop, that is, on the 13th September 1766,1 wrote a letter 
to Lord Clive, with an account of my Btuatign, to fef Vhat.be would 
fay; to which he iniyiediately returned me for anfwcr,. was m 

Jlratigcr to the reafo^ of the guard of. feapoys being pofted near my houjct 
but that I certainly knew they were not pojled there to confine me to the 
houfcy hut that I tnight[come out whenever I thought proper, After this 
I had iny doors opened, and, with the alliftance of Mr. Govvin, made a 
(liift that night to crawl to the houfe of Mr. James, a near neighbour. 

I was followed dole by fix feapoys, with bayonets fixed on their muf- 
kets, while the remainder of the guard that flayed at^my houfe, pofted 
double centinels ^ the doors of the room where I had been confined, 
and would not fuffer my wife, or any one, to enter therein. I flayed 
and (upped at Mr. James’s, in company with Meffi Stanford, Maddox, 
BrOadbent, and Dr. Savage, who were eye-witnefles of the above. After 
fupper Enfign Angerfleen came to Mr. James’s, and notwithflanding I 
had fhewed him the letter I had received from Lord Clive, conduced 
me, with the guard that was with me, back to my own houfe, where I 
was ftill guarded as a prifoner, but with lefs rigour than before. On 
the 141th September 1766, in the morning, I was carried out in my 
palanqueen in company with Mr. Britian, in order to enter a proteft 
againft Lord Clive and the Bench of Jufliccs, but was followed through 
the ftreets by two of the feapoys with drawn bayonets; and notwith¬ 
flanding all the pretences and afTurances of Lord Clive, that I was at li¬ 
berty, I was on a fudden furronnded by a new guard of twelve fea¬ 
poys, who in a moft contemptuous manner made me their prifoner, and 
forced me back to my own houfe, in the prefence of Meff. Britian, 
Home, and Randall, Lieutenant Edminfon, the Rev. Mr. Kiernander, 
and Mrs. Care wood; where I remained a prifoner, with donljile centinels 
over me; but with liberty, however, to go from one room to the other. 
On the evening oftthe 17th September 1766, the guard made an at¬ 
tempt to foiM my perfon in the hall, but upon my retreating itito my. 
bed-chamberf they did not choofe to follow me, ad I fuppofe, for fear 
of fire-arms. This behaviour gave me great fufpicion^ that Lord Clive 
had given particular orders concerning me, to be executed that flight, 
which was verified by die event j for in the dead of the night (or rather 
the' iporning of the i8th September, being between the hours of two and 
three of. the clock) Enfign Angerfleen came with Serje^t Siiider and 
part of the guard, and entered thg toom where I was witi n^y wife. 
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cvtta to 4a*C»# 

wUhwC«»ti^lfl at Ao ^oabio doo^ ^ni?r ic^^olf'i!!!^ 

that afternooii* ,w»c^ .^^r0«et> ca 9 i«$‘^ we ine Sij Ijw c^^t)» 

I hi|»i fwiiatvuras tf> he done ? aj^jdt tt!i«» 

CShve h^ tlm4 (UoW down^ rjvfsr, fii»4 

on boasd « floop» the Captain of w!ii<^ had ordefs to j^ctlbd Wim me 
to Madrafi. , , • 

About this tjme my wife came down In her palanqneen to ibe me, 
though extremely weah after her late mijfcarriag& l^e laid (he tras de- 











m 
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termlned to fhare my fate in going with me» rather than be thus {ep9r 
rated from me hy'Lord CUiTe» ^er hetween ejght and nine years nj^ar- 
riage. Accordi^ly I confented to take hef with and leave my 
attornies to £ettle.my aJ&lrs: but upon this^ ISnfig^ Angerfteen Unttle- 
diately ordered the boat to be pufhed od^» and again^ in a Inoft bar¬ 
barous manner, forced us from each others which fb afi^fEled my 
that 1 did not expe^ fhe would furvive it. ^ 

The boat immediately put o^, under the command oFSe^^mt Shtdi^ 
with the guard, 'Enfign Angerfteen remaining behind. 
gentleman, named Mr. Francis Robertfbn, late an officer in the aim^ 
who had alfb in the &nie manner been cosffihed to his houie,* Und^ 
jcharge of a {wrty of Angerfteen’^ fl^peys, and who was brought 6ri bdaug 
the boat with me. In our paflage down the river he fhewed nm ^ 
of Lord Clive’s orders, which he had procured from Enfign Angetfte^» 
and which was taken from the oifg^al, on die 18th Se|>fiember 17669 Itt 
prefence of Mr. Patrick Duff and Mr. James Homft, as follows* 


** To Eniign Angerfteen. 


“SIR, 

“ You are to take a guard and fecure thciperfbns of Captain ^erii<m 
“ Duffield and £n%n Francis Robertfbn ; and drlien fecurcd, you are 
“ to embark them in budgerows, or boats provided for thaCtpnriiofe* 
** and convey them by water on board the Lord Camden,^ defiveiing 
“ them to the charge of Captain Smith. In afe you meet with refift- 
“ ance of fire anns, fWords, or any other wea^ns that may endanger 
« the loft of yourpwn life, or the lives of any of yottr party, you are 
« to defift from the attempt, contenting yoUrfelf wUh>pladng guards in 
** fuch a mimner, that th^ cannot poftiblyefoape. Nor are^^you to foffitr 

O “ any 
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** Any perfoD of.pe]:ibiu wiiatfoever to go {n or come out» or allow pro<^ 
V* vUionSi orH^iiors, or other lUppKet of any kind to be conTeycd 
to them, without my €%prtCs otdetp* l^^^are likewife to Endeavour 
to prevail upon the faid tWo ofilcefa to'i^rrender them^lvet quietly, 

** and if that has no effe^f, you may try, by getting.lA at the window, ' 
** or by any o^hcr fin^fle, to fecure their peifons; but upon no account ‘ 
•* by force dr violence to break open any lock. If the door be not 

y locked, you ma^ in that cafe open it, and feize the faid two officers. 

• * 

Fort'William, the 4th Sept. lydd. 

« 

^L. S.) (Signed) ‘ CLIVE.” 

On the 19th ^ptember 1766, in the afternoon, we arrived along 
fide the fioop, near Ingellee, and upon refiifing to go voluntarily on 
board, were forced up the fide by Serjeant Snider and his guard, 7 n 
pretence of Mr. Briggs and Mr. Inglis. 1 told Briggs, who commanded 
. the fioop, that fince he had fuffered me to be put forcibly on board, I 
Ihould look upon myfelf as his piifeoer, and upon him as anfwerable 
for the confequences hereafter. He anfwered, he could not help it, 
that he had received orders from the Governor and Council for that 
purpofe. 

l^. BHggs fet fail for Madrals; and after we had been a few days at 
iea, he (hewed me the order he had received ftom the Governor and 
Council of Calcutta, which was as follows. 

“ To Captain William Briggs, of the Ann Sloop. 

“SIR, 

** You are hereby ordered to receive on boaird your fioop. Captain 
** Lieutenant Vernon Duffield and Enfign Francis Robertfon, whom 
** you ace to carry to Madrafs, and deliver them to the orders of the 
“ Frefident and Coqpcil there. 

“ Dated in Fort-Wi i.li am the i 5th Sept. iy 66 * 

« By ofiefer of the Right Bpa, the Prefiddnt and Council. 

“ WILLIAM ALDERSEY, fccretary.”' 

After a very dKagreeable pafiage of twenty-four days, in which the 
fioop dnee was run afliorc and in imminent ^nger, oiji ch^ lath 0£Io- 

ber. 


I 
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ber, at night, wt arrived isdeatMadrafs'; and on tl^e^^3tb.were'>taf|eil» 
aihore, fay*Capt. Biag^* ia* order ta he deUvered over to jehc Governor, 
and Council,'^ whom we were coniigned, for Bather t^i'^iiibiijunet^ a^ 
* tranrportation. ‘Qapt. Briggs left us at a public houle^ in order to go 
*and receive*Govemor Palk*s commands: and in theaftenjoon, between, 
two and, three o’clock, a ierjeant came, to us, and mformed us, th^t 
Cape. Frafier defired we would come into the fort immediate^ { and 
on refufal,* he had orders from the Governor to fiftid a gu^d and bring 
us in by force. We deiired the ferjeant to acquaint Capt. Frailer, that 
he might do as Jie thought proper, as he had received fuch orders from 
the Governor, but that as we were priibners of Mr. Briggs’s, we could 
not think by an)r means of fetting ourfelves at liberty, and fliquld 
therefore wait his return. TTie ierjeant went to G^pt. Fraficr, but 
Biidlng him aileep, went to Ckilonel Tod, who ordered tj^e ferjeant to 
take a guard, and bring us prifoners into the fort; and in leis than an 
hour the ierjeant returned with a guard of ieapoys, and carried 
into the fort, to Capt. Fraiier’s houie, who by this , time was getting 
up. He informed us, that Governor Palk had given orders for m to 
be immediately ient on board the Speaker, Capt* Dewar, which was uy 
fail that evening for Bombay *, and in cafe of our refufal, he had ordeiv 
to force us on board with a proper guard. . 

We acquainted Capt. Frailer that this treattdent was very mhuinldie»^ 
and quite unexpedled; that we had been forced from Bengal in a' 
moil cruel manner, unprepared for a voyage to Europe; that our Ha-» 
nen was diriy, and we had accounts to fettle, ib that we could not pof- 
fibly go on board that evening. “We therefore begged he would ac¬ 
quaint Governor Palk of our Btuatlon, and requeil he \Vould allow- us 
only twenty four hours to equip ourfelves as well as we could, and grant 
us perraiflion to wait upon him. Capt. Frailer being ill of the gout, 
he ordered Lieutenant Spratt, the town-major, to acquaint Governor 
Palk of our iituation, and ouf requeil of feeing him. Accordingly 
Lieutenant Spratt waited on the Governor, and biiought us for anfwfer, 
that he. would not fee us, but iniiiled on our bejpg fern on board 
Speaker immediately. We then requefted we might have the-permi'i&dii 
of feeing Colonel Tod, which Capt* Frailer grated,.and fertt Lieut. 
Spratt to guard us. When we few Colonel T(^ we acquainted him 

• A candid man of the moft moderate principles muft thinic it a ftraa|;e for the p4/t*g? of 

prifoners, to be feot fenm ^Icngal to Memis. from Madtafi to down the 

Malabar coaft on their way to England. Ai|d as ftrange muft appear nhy sideot treatment 

by another, who had boeaguUty ri^no other fanU than thttt or refighing hU cominiiSon. ^ 

, O ft with 
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with our fituation, and begged Iie. wnidd 4 imnn Oovtvtnt lpyBk of OTtT' 
diftrels, for wane of a few* hours time on .fhore to* pre^Ve for ^r: 
voyage’: but he isefci(ed» faytng> The did not concern hbn^ ' 
Lieut. Spratttherefc^e condu^led us to the Iba-ilde wUH a gua^, forced i 
uai into a bogt^ and ftom thence into the jQdp Speaker. ' When we 
were embarked, ^d (aw Cape. Dewar, a&ed him if be had re¬ 
ceived any order§*&om the Governor and Council of Mkdraii to receive 
tb on board his (hip He replied. He had received orders fl'omthem 
to feedve us on board, as charter-party pailSih^rs, wMch he would 
do. After we had been Tome days at fea, Capt. Dewar (hewed us the 
orders he liad received from the &id Governor and Council, which 
were as follow. 

** To Captain James Dewar, of the fhip Speakers 


r S I R, 

“ Y6u are hereby ordered Co receive on board your fhip, as charter- 
** party pailengers for England, Captain Lieut. Vernon Duffield, and 
Enlign Francis Robertfon. 

• , « H. M, GOODLAD, fecrctary.*» 

Fort St. George, the igdi Oc- ^ 

"rtober 176$.” 


V To Captain James Dewar, of the Chip Speaker. 

« S 1 R, 

“ l ara further ordered to ac<|osunt you, that the (aid Captain Lieut. 
Vdrhon Duffidd and Infign Francis Kbbertfon are not to be per- 
** mitted to go’on fliore at Bombay, without the particular orders of 
the Pktiident and Council there. 

* , i * * , 

^ ** « H.,M. GOODLAD, fecrctary.** 

Fort St. George, .the 13th Oc- 
« toher iy^'d^” 

After our arrival al^fiombay, we wrdte to. Capt. De#af fbr leave to 
fhore, who (ent his, purler, John Davis, to inform us, that, 
he eoidd not give us leave, but allied us to apply to the Governor and 

Council there. Whereupon we urOte to tfamir reqiuOfting pemdlon 

* " .to 
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tft coble on ihore feat our faeablft, on our jpMroles, t# on boairih 
the Speakcr*w^en flic was ready to fAlU • , i , * f „ 

• In anlwer to our letter, we received one from Mr* Ramfay, ifecrctary" 
.to the Goveri^r.andCounclH iaforming os, thaif he ,wae direaed by 
their order to acqnVmt us, that they had no obje^ion to our refiding 
upqn Butcher’s Island during the Speaker’s cotiinuance at Bbmbay, 
provided, we would enter into a bond of 5001* cacb^ to repair'vblun** 
tarily on board a^, when required, giving proper•fecurlty for the 
lame. We could not help thinking thefe cohditioijs impofed on us very 
harlh and inhuman,- for Butcher’s Ifland, in the harbour of Bbmbay, 
is a place commanded by a nonocommillioned officer’s guard, which 
we were informed was only ufed for the confinement of felons and 
odier prifoners, and for the keeping of the Governor’s live-ftock: and 
with refpedt to the fccurity-bond, it was out of our ppwer to give any 
luch focurity, being entire ftrangers to every body in Bombay. 

We therefore expoflulated with the Governor and Council upon the 
unreafonablencfs of tliefe propofals; and after farther delibcrationj' ijiey 
ordered Mr. Secretary Ramfay, on the 17th December 1766,* to ac¬ 
quaint us, that in confideration of our drcomftances they would' con- 
fent to our coming on fhore at Bombay, provided we would execute 
the parole which was inclofed to us : but they acquainted us, that the 
board could not but remark, in juftice to themfelves, that their propo* 
fal for our refiding on Butcher’s Bland was no way unreafotiable, aa 
was allowed to be a very healthy and plealant place, where people hac^ 
frequently gone for the benefit of their healths. W^c therefore each of 
us executed and returned the paroles which were fent us, as follows* 


“ I the under-written Vernon Duffield, now chartef-party paflenger 
” on board the Honourable Eaft-India Company’s Chip Speaker, or- 
dered to England by the PrefidenC and Council of Madrais, do herc- 
**' by give my parole of honour to the Prefideucand Council of Bombay^ 
” that if they will admit of my going on fhore there for refrefhmenc, 
** I will, during my relidenoe on the fame ifland, conduift myfelf in 
** every refpeeft in a becoming manner, as a gentleman, and vohmta* 
** rily return onboard the faid fliip without hefitation, whenever'I-may 
be required, for proceeding^ on* her to Gupit Bricaift* Dated oil 
** board the fliip Speaker, the loth Decenfoerl766.** 

« 

« 

After this, Capt. Dewar font an order td the cdtnBfiahdingolficer oft 

board to permit us to go on fhore, which we accordingly did on the 

faidf 
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fai 4 1 8 th Decistnbep { and on' the asd Jittus^ 1767, we Ir^lred the - 
l(dlowuig order,^vlz. • ! » . . . 


f t-i 


'.!■ . 


foUoyvmg 
*• 

To ]V(eflri. Vernon Dufiield and.Francis Rqhe 1 *tibn* 

• t 

•*'Gentlemen^ c ^ ‘ ' 

*' lam dlrej£i;ed by. the Honourable the Prcfident and Council io ac¬ 
quaint you, tbit their difpatches for the Speaker will be figned on 
Monday morning, ‘the 26th initant, and to require you to repair on 
board her accordingly, agreeably to the parole; you executed upon 
I* coming on diore. • 

** I am. Gentlemen, 

i. 

^ ■ . ** Your molt obedient fervant, 

(Signed) « ANDREW RAMSAY, fecretary.” 
«<c* Bombay Caltle, 23d January 1771.” 
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• We accordingly repaired on board the Speaker, where having only 
the accommodation of charter-party pallengers, with fcarce room to hang 
our hammocks,- I was obliged to pnrehafe the ule of the boatfwiun’s 
cabin, ,for eight pounds ; and having been informed at Bombay, that 
Governor Crommelin, who went paflenger from Bombay alfi) in this 
(hip, would not allow of our eating at the table with him, we were un¬ 
der the neceffity of agreeing with the under-mates, to, mels with 
them. , 

We left Bombay, and proceeded down the Malabar coaft to Tclli- 
tlherry, where Mr. Robertlbn, dillatisfted with his lituation in the 
Sp^ker, left us, ppon giving Capt. Dewar his parole of honour to 
proceed to Europe in a French Ihip. From Tellicherry we proceeded 
to Anjengo, which was, the lall; port in.India that we were to touch at. 
Juft before we failed from the Malabar coaft, Capt. Dewar informed me, 
that Governor Crommelin had defired him to acquaint me, that he had 
now, no objections to my eating at his table ; by which ! underftood the 
reafon of his objecting before to have , been for fear of dilbbliging Lord 
Clive. As therefore iwas not at all p/lealed with my lituation, I pur-' 
dialed the privilege ^the Captain’s.table for one hundred pounds 
fterling. We proceeded to St. J^elena, which we again left on the —— 
May’^767, and let fail for England.. 

(Signqd) . VERNON DUFFIELD.” 

Thus 
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Thus far proceeds the ong^al narrative of Mr. Duffiehf., After h!s 
arrival in England, thus mined, and low in fitiances,^ He lbt|nd hintlelf 
unable to prolS;cute his opprefibrs wicheffe£f, or even with any <prol|ieft 
*of fatisfa^on, *in any degree adequate. He therefore thought it heft to 
•go back to Beng^dn the beft manner pra^ic^le,^ to iave as much ak* 
he could of His dtiperffed fortune, before it was tdo late: a^d for that’ 
purpofe, we are uift>rnied, proceeded in a foreign ^ip to a foreign' 
(ectlement ; where, whatever other ^fadvantages he iifly labour under, 
he will ceteainLy be allowed the eKercife of his cCwn Indiiftry, and to 
live, unmolefted, to profecute any mercantile or other profeflion, or 
trade ; advantages which, to the fliame of this nation be it fpoken^ h e 

COULD NOT, AS A BRITISH SUBJECT, EXPECT TO ENJOY IN A BRI¬ 
TISH Settlement* 


N« XXXII. % 

A Narrative of the Cafes of Mr. James Nicqi. and Mr. Thoma^ 
Davie of Bengal, abridged from their own original Narratives. , 

Mr. James Nicol, formerly an officer in the fervice of the Eaft Indhr 
Company, refigncd that fervice by permiffion of his fupcriors, wh'o ac¬ 
cepted his refignation fome time in May 1766. ‘ 

He relided afterwards in different parts of Bengal, as a private mer¬ 
chant; and jn December 1766, went into the country of the Nabob' 
Sujah al Dowlah, tn fettle there as a*merchant, recover his debts, and 
fettle his affairs then depending there ; having firft received the parti¬ 
cular permiffion of that Prince, who had contrafted afxiendfliip for-him 
during his military fervice* 

On the 27th December 1766, Colonel Richard Smith being arrived at 
BanSlras, a city in the dominions of that Nabob, 600 miles from Calcutta^ 
• where Mr. Nicol then was, he (cut Mr. Nicol a peremptory order by 
one Lieutenant Delafteld to leave Banliras in twenty-four hours,, ate 
vfiliich, Mr.. Nicol wrote him the following letter,. 

• • 

• “ To Colonel Richard Smitlfd 

“SIR, ^ 

“ I am informed hy Me. DelaftelJ, that it is youv intention I fhsdP 
** not remain in this city. I beg leave, Sir, to reprefont to yon, that 
**■ the reafott of my coming up the country is to Collect in fome inonqy 
' ■ **■ whiciii 
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wb>«h T‘h»ve-<(n!t«t inters, i>i»4 VW«h vrithtait oqr pt«feu« .w!n 
** not be |»id*'' \k -a gi>?»t detrUneiH to me, kUam^p^eiptad 

»• <jbiiig« jwijd vwyjiik^y .iJfwrr 

** fuacb k Js not yoar -kwa^on to prgt^dioe W in tfao 

** finaii fortune Ihavo got duruigt{even years a^?odip In India s and thal 
you yrifnot obftriift me In the pro^^iuiofi of my.plaiSt of ♦vhich’i 
** bi^rc Oeneral pamae*$ taoit afipcnhation* I have die honour to be, 

•• p • 

• ** S 11 ^, 

* 

<* Yonr moft obe<Kent» 

** and moft humble fervantp 

Bailras, the 27th Dec. 1766.” (Signed) <*• JAMES NICOL.** 


On receipt of this, the Colonel was gracioufly pleafed to indulge ^r. 
NlcoI with a longer time, and lent Captain Gabriel Harper to acquaint 
hifh, he might ftay forty-eight hours longer; but if he ^d not then go, 
Ibrcc afterwards would be uled. 

Mr. Nicol accordingly quitted Baniras, and went upon his bulin^ls 
into other parts of the country belonging to Sujah al Dowlah; and par¬ 
ticularly to Fyiabid, where the Nabob relided, having repeatedly re¬ 
ceived pcriqil^n^ in letters from that Prince, to lettle there as a 
merchant. * 

After being Ibme months fettled there, upon finding, that Sir Robert 
Barker had received orders from Calcutta to leiae and lend him down, 
Mr. Nicol waited upon the Nabob at his .psdace at Fylab^d, who there 
ihewed him a letter from Governor Verelft, inft)rming the Nabob, that 
Mr. Nicol b^g no fervant of the Company's, mull be lent home to 
England, therefore dellring the Nabob would pernut the Company’s 
troops to take him prilbner. 

It is impoinble tp delcribe the •unealinels which this demand gave the 
Nabob, who oblerved to Mr. Nicol, ** that it made liim appear XmalL 
** and contemptibYe in the eyes of his fubje^s*, and lerved to weaken 
** their allegiance.*** Applications however cqndnued jto he made with 

t • the 

* Sach extreme perfecutiu of people who had beeo guilty of no real crime, bat who had perhaps 
afted fomewhat ralhly, maft Tie confidered, by impartial men, as a dl^rac^ jVen to maidiood, aa 
well os to government. There is a redpropd CQQveoieoce io ail cooditioQs for fervice; and SH parties 
Will ostutally have a regard for thrirown. Tha coqdkions were»firft altaredoo tbs^fide af ’the Com- 
{Mi^, apd for tbeir particolar convenkloce, wMch foemtd be cqalidered' M tl^ Hdl djiWiitlon of the 
motnaA tie. .The officers, who were engaged for no iHpahited timo, were, by the Company’s firft 
slteriog cdadirioas, certainly left at their libertf to tfotermine whether they would, or not, accept of 

the 
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• * ' t “ ' 

the greateft importunity to the Nabob: and at laft, wjjthout Hi? cotx- 

fent t» Captain Hill font two parties of Jeapoys to furround'ageriHpmati's 
houie, in which Mr* Niciol refided. Mr. Nicol, who knew Cuch pro- 
\:eedings gave jhe NabAb great uneaiihers, and forefaw they might oc^* 
/radon ill ufage tcl Jiinjfelf, fent to inform the Nabob,’that he was r^ 
fblved to go •immediately to Sir Robert Barker, wlio con^manded the 
* brigade, then at lUahabad. The Nabob, as a proof .of hi! conient to 
Mr. NicoVs redding at Fyfab^d, and in order, if poffible, to wipe olF 
the ftain which this proceeding had thrown on hia government in the 
eyes of his fubjecbs, immediately refblved to go himlclf to lilahabad, and 
endeavour to obtain leave from Sir Robert Barker for Mr. Nicol to re¬ 
main in the dominions he appears to govern ; and he accordingly very 
publicly accompanied Mr. Nicol to lilahabad, which is about ninety 
miles from his own court. 

The Nabob failed in his application; and Sir Robert Barker ac¬ 
quainted Mr. Nicol, that having received an order from the Governor 
and Council of Calcutta for that purpofe, he diould fend him do^n 
thither within three days under a guard. , 

Upon this the Nabob wrote a letter, dated the 12th March 1767, to 
Governor Verelft, from which the following is an extrad:: “ TherfFair 
“ of Captain Nicol is this: When he was Rationed with me,” (in his 
military capacity) ** I entertained an attachment to him, and was well 
** iatisHed with his behaviour. General Carnac alfo recommended him 
in the ftrongefl: manner to me. He came to Gorrockpore to collect 
** money which he had lent to Fazel Ally Khawn: from thence he 
** came to feo me, and requefted a Perwanah for carrying on trade. Out 
“ of regard to General Carnac’s reebmmendation, and for the fiiend- 
(hip I formerly bore him, I ilTued an order permitting him to trade, 
and appointed a houfc for his relidence; at which time I received 
“ letters from you and Colonel Sir Robert Barker, acquainting me 
“ Mr. Nicol is no (ervant of the Company’s, nor have any orders been 

' the new.onee. If they refigned their commiinoas, they violated no law, jjlther of the land, honour, 
«r jufticc; Dor were they guilty of ingratitude to thofe who had Hrft leaned tl^ir emoluments; add. 
they were beiidcs. In their fituation, the firft injured and moft fufftrii^ party j therefore the perfc- 
cuting of them for what they had « right to do, was a praftice of great cruelty, malice, and bafenefs.! 
and what was juftly defervisg of general abhorrence. • 

H- It isexccffively impolitic fo to ad as to let .t mafic of policy be feedthrough, and elj^ially When 
the doing it proves difguftful to a needful tool; for, when the Commji make their own fa^ appear 
defpicabJe, it will no longer ferve their turn, either at home or in AfislP But with tfipu'd to the Na¬ 
bob, they Ihould have the wifdom to confider, that the very exereifo of inock authority is fufficlcntly. 
mortifying, efpecmlly in countries that are charaftcriAically proud. Th^ fhould be aware of 
linking the fenfe of infulted greatnefs, with the feelings of opprdTcd induAry. 

p ' « received 
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teedved (rc/ta thetd for hlft (laying in Mndoftitii, iihd that yoii (hould 
** fetid him to£urdjS(i. . • " ^ 

“ As there is ho differened betwdeh tiS, ahd | ti^df can'id^tdkte'fbom 
** your order, 'but wifti to obey the Cothpaiiy in prefcrehce ib ahf 
/* Clhicfs whatever,,! went to Colbtiel Barker at*iiiahkbad, eahyihg 
CaptaincNicoi with the, whom I gkve djJ to Colonel Batkei^, ahd He, 
** is now on his. Way to ydu. Oiit df regard to our friendlhip.’it iS 
** proper that,*'for kny (atlsfa^ion, you (Uifer tliis gentlemanUO remain 
** two or three yeari ih Calcutta, ahid graht, him a licence tor carrying 
** bn trade, that by means thereof he rfiay acquire fome inohey, wheA 
** he will go to Europe. And without doubt, out of the ftrift ftiend- 
“ fliip between you arid me, you Will aft accordingly as I have Written, 
and keep hiiii in Calcutta, becaule I am highly pl.eafed With the good 
•* fervice of tWs gentleman, and in doing this you will like wife give 
“ fatisfaftion to General Carnac.” 

‘ ^cordirigly, on the 13th March 1767, Colonel Sir Robert Barker 
(ent a party of Teapoys to leize Mr. Nicol; who being fo feized, was put 
into a boat, and, notwitliftanding aU his remonilrances, and reprefen- 
tations that his fortune and elFefts were difperfed about the countiy, 
without any perfon to take care of them, he was thus carried down the 
river under a ^ard with fixed bayonets to the Company’s fort at Mong- 
hcer^ where Colonel jofeph Peach jiad received orders from Governor 
Vcrelft to detain Mr. Nicoi under confinement. He was there accord¬ 
ingly confined, expofed to a coritagious diilemper which then raged in 
the fort, and to all the ihfblenCe and ill treatment of black feapoys, 
bne of whom followed him wherever he went, with a drawn fword, as 
many perforts can atteft, pkrticulaHy Captain George Knott and Patrick 
Duff, and Lieutenants Guicnett aiid Rariiiay, officers then in the faid 
lerviee, until the ift September 1767, when he was again marched un¬ 
der a gdard to a boat, and carried \b Calcutta^ Where he arrived on 
the 9th; but was kept aboard the boat, clofe to the (horC, in imminent 
daiigef of his Kfe (i;om the bains *; till the 12th'September 1767; when 
he Wa& di-derecF By Mr. Verelft into the New Pott. Being now arrived 
within the difirifts of the Company's charter of juffice, Mr. Nicol aj)- 

c • 

„ * Upon the inAax of fpriag-tldes into the Gaii^, there U a bff conteft between the fea and*the 
rlv^. When the Tea haa ovebx>Wered the ttMrent trf' the ^opea, it rifts ovd* the level of the frefls 
Mtw, and nilhes in with the greatefi rapidkjp aid violence in l«pe wave^on esicb fide^Ae rlvd*, 
jjx j^pv n^les above Calcutta. There le at this iime no feurity for boAta bnl by letriag niem into 
Ae midale of the river, which the roaring of the waves, being heard at a mAaocc, glwa the 
boumaa foffickat time to dShd. .'jfhla ia vfhat the nuEvei of 'eiU jbltiu 

' . • V:' 3* pKed 
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jJied to an attorney at law for aiSftaace» who, after ,d?lfc» 

beratlon, wtote to Mr* 2^col, as ioftows*. * . 

• • 

: «s I r/ •. 

, * '* The cau^e ojf your confinement I am an entisef ftrang^ to» but do 
** imagine the Mayor’s Court, to which I belong, cannot take any cog- 
** nizance thereof. The method that has been taken^for redreft here 
by gentlfcmen in your iituation, was by profeeft ftom the notary 
♦* public. I am> 

. S r R, 

Your moft obedient lervant, 

12th Sept. 1767’, Calcutta. W“ ATKINSON." 

The perulal of this letter occaftoned the following being written by 
Mr. Nicol: 

« 

“ To the Honourable Harry Verelft, Efquire, Prefident, &c. Cbuncil 

« of Fort-William. 


** Gentlemen, 

** I beg leave to inform you, that in Nlarcli lafl: I was fettled as a 
merchant, in the Vizier Nabob, *Sujah al Dowlah’s country, (your 
** ally) whole authority.! had, wJhen I was informed that you had wrote 
** to the Vizier, to allow your troops to make me a prifbner: on which 
** I wrote to Colonel Sir Robert Barkar, the commanding officer bf your 
** troops at lllahabad, o^ which letter you have a copy inclofed. 

** I confidered how. foon an affair of tins kind ought to be brought 
** to a hearing, and that I might not be the occafion of a mifiiitder- 
“ Handing between you, gentlemen, and one of your allies, I informed 
“ the Vizier Nabob, Sujah al Dowlah, that I had come to the rcfoJutioii 
“ of not waiting for Sir Robert Barker’s anfwcr,. but of letting out iip- 
mediately for lllahabad ; who replied, that, if FTiad refolved on it, 
** he would accompany me thither, and get Colonel Barker’s leave for 
** me to remain there, till he had wrote you on the lubjeft. But, to 
“■ my great furprize. Sir Robert Barker made me’a prifoncr on my ar- 
“ rivah ^d intbrnTLcd ine, gentlemen, that it wga by your prdcr; and 
thJft he muft fend me down in three days, which he did, under a 
•* guard of feapoys with fixed bayonets, who carried me to Monghcer 
Fort. There I was a prifoncr from the ad Aptil to the ift September, 
«* when I was by the Brigade-major carried opt of my houfe by a 

P 2 • ** guard 
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«< guard of feafMys with fixed bayonets, and deliyered over, to Lieute- 
«« tenant Brown, who brought-me down with a party, of ftapoys, and 
« deHvered me over, on the 12th September, td Mr# Cqpk, -ieir Fort-* 
** adjutant, where I am now confined, without ,aiiy legal caufe afj 
** ligncd. I have rfniy one word more, gentlemen, -and 1 have done, 
w'hich is,*^ that it appears very extraordinary to me, that I fliould be “ 
** confined upvt^ards of fix months without having a hearingand that 
” if I had been fent^i'om Mongheer ten days fooner, I fliould have been 
“ here in time to have been tried at the quarter felfions. 

“ But you are too lenfible, gentlemen, that you jiave nothing to 
“ alledge againft 'me which I am afliamed of, or you can make a plea 
** of for my iraprifbnment. I beg the favour of your anfwer, and re- 
“ main with relpc<il, 

‘ “ Gentlemen, 


ft 

t ' 

f* From my prifbn. New Fort-William, 

** the jjth Sept. 1767.” 


Your moft humble fervant,. 
(Signed) « JAMES NICOL.’" 


Mr. Nicol could obtain no fatisfadion whatever. But on the 16th 
September 1767, the following letter, from the Governor and Council 
of Calcutta, was delivered to him by Lieutenant Cook, the Fort-adjutant. 


To Mr. James NicoL 

« S I R.y 

“lam dirdfted by the Honourable the Prelident and Council to ac- 
•* • quaint yob, that they infift on your embarking on the Lord Holland 
‘ “ for Europe, in confequence of the part you aHed in the late ajfociation, 

** and your behaviour ftnee; that Captain Nairne has an order to receive 
** you on board, with your neceflaries j and alfb that he has been paid ' 
301. fterlifig, in order to fupply you with frefli provifions during. 
•• the voyage. , I^m, 

“SIR, 

“ •Your moft obedient fervant. 


“ F<^-Wmiam^^th» 14th SIMEON DROZ, fecretaiy.” 

■ * . ' * 

Xlfis was the firft formal notice . Mr. Nicol had ever received of any 

acenfation’of milbchaviour, havitig been ignorant and innocent of any: 

I and 
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and it was the firft i^ce he had ever received to quit &idit-. It was 
thereforc\Kie, among the many ilronginftsmces that have; heejn, gtyen of 
the fummary.way of &dmmiftering |afticei: which has of late been-adopted 
in Calcutta^ vi»*. by condemning and punifliing firftj and then inform¬ 
ing the paCrties what it is for; but taking care*to afford them no op¬ 
portunities for proving their innocence,, and efcaping* die higheft in¬ 
juries.* 

Mr. Thomas Davie went out to the Eaft Indies in the month of 
February 176a, liccnfed by the Company as a free mariner,, who (at 
we have feen in our loth chapter) at that time went out licenfed,. for 
an unlimited time, to refide and trade in all parts of India within the 
Company's limits, upon only giving fecurity in 500 1 . not to become 
chargeable to the Company. • 

* Upon the commencement of the troubles with Coflim Ally Khawn, 
he entered into the military fervicc of the Company. On the i :y:b Ja¬ 
nuary 1764, he was promoted co’ the fiation of an Enfign ; aqd on the 
26tli February 1765, he was further advanced to the rank of Lieutenant. 
This commifhon he refigned; and the refignation w^ formally ac¬ 
cepted^ as will appear by the following letter. 

To Mr. Thomas Davie* at Burdwan. 

“SIR* Cbuprah, the 21ft June 1766. 

* 

“ I thi^ day received your letter of tjie 16th May* and immediate^ 
“ communicated the contents to Lord Clive. His Lordfhip dire£ls me 

to acquaint you, that fince you have thought proper to refign your 
•* commiflion, you are no longer to be coniidered as in the fervicc* 
“ and are therefore immediately to repair to Calcutta. 

I am, SIR, 

•* Your moll obedient-ftm^ble fervanr* 

(Signed) “ HEimy STRACHEY* fccrctary.” 

• • 

Mr. Davie in obedience to his Lordfhip's order repaired to Calcutta,, 
but was never informed of any particular buikTefe his Lordfliip I»ad’ for 
him there; and being relieved from all military engagements^ upon 
the llrength of his original licence, he continued to refide there* and 
in odier differept parts of Hindoftan, as a private-merchant, in which 
fituatimi he continued many moodis unmolefeedi. peaceabtyand flridRy 

• complying 
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eoiA|%ing vrldi tilQ laws' of ihe cotmix^C)r ^ilierevor be isefided* Hss 
bfiikiers having oafied btni to Itlahabad, ois ciie:^th of Maxch.*%*^% be 
Was there iUddenI;i{f feteed a party of Ibapoys ddtached. ffom *the hrl^ 

gade of the Englilh army* theii at that oity, tinder |;lte command of 
Colotie] Robert Bafher, ilxHn whence he was carried to Batna, 
thence to Mohgheer. After being there confined for near three months^ 
without any realbit'being alledged for it, he was then conveyed in com-;^ 
pany with Mr. James Kicol to Calcutta, where he arrived on the 9th 
8e]M»mber 1767, and* continued iniprilbned in company with Mr. 
't^lcol. • 

he thus continued under guard, lie received the foUo wing letter. 

" To Mr. Tlioinas Davie. 

“SIR, 

“ J am directed by the Honourable the Prefident and Council to ac- 

quaint you, that they infifl: upon your embarking on board the Lord 
“ Holland for Europe, in conjcquence of the fart you aited in the late 
“ affociatiotit And your misbehaviour since; that Captain Nairne 
** has an order to receive you on board with your neceflarief?, and ahb 
“ that he has been paid the fum of 301. fterling, in order to fnpply 
“ you with frefh provifions during thie voyage. I am. Sir, 

“ Your moft obedient fervant. 

Fort-William, the loth Sept. 1767. « SIMEON PROZ, fecretary.*' 

Mr. Davie had never been prohibited from trade, admitting that the 
Company even poffefled that power, neither had he ever been infornted 
that his refidcnce or even any part of his trade were injurious or incove- 
nient to the Company.' This was, moreover, the firft information he 
had ever received of any milbehavionr, of which he was totally igno¬ 
rant, and the firfb nmice he had had for leaving India. 

Thefe two genrlcmeft were continued Iq prifon together: and on the * 
17th September 1767, the Seijeant-major delivered an order to the Ser¬ 
jeant of their guard, frbni Captain Frederick Tbpinas Smith, the Town-* 
major, not to iufier them to go out of their own room on any account 
whatever, except to the aeceflary-houfo: > the centhiets were at the fame 
time ordered to bp removed tq the infiLdp of their prifon. 

th^fo perfoeuted gfmtfomea were fuffeiing fucbhaftl- 
fiiips, a gcmlonan, then AMJ^nt of the artillery in theCom- 

. pany’s 
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pany’s fervice, named 'Bonny, 9 m who had dom- ctem %ne 
jtindneis, wa$ fent for by the Town-majotv who ienn^Iy'Vejirhnanded 
him for it; and cold Him^ that were the Pi^fidentf to fcnoWt.what fhe had 
done, the probable* confequence would b0 hit diCmldion ^om the 
ieriFtce, • 

In the rilght of the i8th September 1767, Lientenant George Brown 
went with a {torcy of Soldiers, and by order of the Governor ieiaed the 
prilbners, forced them into a boat, and afterwards them on board 
a floop> carried them down the river, and kept them confined on board, 
in a miferable ficuation, till the 12th October when they were 

forced * on hoard the Lord Holland Indiaman, Capt. Nalrile; who, 
from motives of prudence,' refilled to receive or keep them as pri- 
foners on board his (hip. 

Upon Captain *Nairne^s ordering Lieutenant Brown and his feapoys 
from oft' his deck, the Lieutenant found himfelf needfitated likewife to 
fake his prilbners with him into the Hoop, where Mr. Nicol fell dan- 
gcroully ill of a t pucka fever. Had he died, he would probably^have 
been thrown overboard, as food for the alligators, and all ^Is .com¬ 
plaints would have funk into oblivion with him. But his mileries were 
not to end here. The prifoners were conveyed back to their confine¬ 
ment at Calcutta $, where the diforder of Mr. Nicol continued to iiv 


* Thefe genilemea rdtgned thdr comdil^ogs i(t May 1766, and thdr (Vfignatiaitt imeafeespMilL 
They were afterwards left unmolefted to follow thdr lat^ul trade in difforeot parts of mndolUfl^ 
which trade was not, in any refpeA, injurious to the Company. Nevertbelefs, without any previous 
notice, they were to be forcibly fent to England, upon an illegal accu^itton of a pretended o^encs 
committed fixteen months before, and for which they were in no (hape called to any aceouot, whets 
others were fo feized and tranfpmrMd. The ftroog deflre of the ruling party in Bengal to get thefe 
gentlemen from India will appear from the foUowing letter of the Govecooc’s to the vrtia had 
charge of them: 


** To Lieutenant Brown. 

"SIR, 

** I have received ytxirfctta'of the 7th infant. My orders to you were, to- teep Miellrs. Mkot 
**. and Davie under yonr particular cuftody, untK Capt. Nalrne Ihouid h.ive come on board the Lord 
*' Holland with his dlfpatches foom us for England, and that you /bould rhen embu-k them thotxm 
** as pafl^gen. He has aheady left Calcutta, and I hope thfs condu&has been obimedby jcm» 

** this l^uld reach you in tlQie, the only dtreffion t have farther to give you, la, to take pilfer cst|t 

* ** that heitlusr of thofe gfsodemeaqjuit the Ihip and attempt a paflajt back to Calcutta, Upon 
** turnindfhip c^TcflcL. 

• .“lam, SIR, * 

* * ** Your mod obbdient humble iinttat, 

“ Fort-Waiiam, the loth Oft. 17^7. (Signed) HARRY YERELST.* 

• ' < ‘ ’ 

t A putrid ftver for oiOad, k k gfntetally fota^ ai^foiimiaaieeca«ricspKfopt.ctf iiaiwaaq^l^ 
hourly " .j 

X Surdy foch rev«-{tka, fodi caufos^ mdfl fidveta mu^'dvery^def of the ijha^aiufi 
melty of Baftilcs and loiydlkioai^ aodef the btatment of uahappi captivtt bj barbacoui nations. . 

* Gccafr t 
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cr^ic.: an^ on the furgeon’s rcprefeAtatjiion of his danger to Mr. Ve- 
rei^, >both priCoiiers were enlarged on iHoir parole of plighted honour, 
Hot to quit Calcutta without the Gdveruor’s permiinon, and to.embrace 
the hrli good QccafIon. bf their going to Europe. ® ^ . 

When Mr. Nicol had fo far recovered his health as to be able to walk 
out with the iurgeon^.permiflion, he went to Mr. Atchard Whitcall, 
another attoriiey of the Mayoi'^s Court, to. confult, with him on the 
means proper to,Jbe ulfcd for obtaining jufticc for the injuriesohe liad 
received from the Prclident and Council of Calcutta; who told him no 
redrefs was to be expeifted in India; tfjat no § atPornc-^ dared to a 3 for 
him, and that iUl he could do, was to lay a ftate of his wj'ongs before a 
Notary Public, and delire him to frame a proteft agaiiifl: the perfons 
who had injured him. He accordingly went to Mr. John Holme, the 
only Notaiy Public there, who repeatedly declined it,' from a fear, as 
he laid, of incurring the difpleafure of the Governor and Council. Mr. 
Nicol then fought to get Ibme perlbn to go with him, to ferve as a wit» 
nefs of Mr. Holme’s refufal: but lb great and general was the dread of 
dilplealipg the Governor and Council, that no perlbn whom ,be applied 
to would grant his requeft. At laft Mr. Nicol took his fellow-prifoner 
with him, and in his prelence demanded again of the Notary Public 
the difeharge of his duty. But he continued to refufe the drawing up 
of a proteft, or even the regiftering of one that was previonfly pre¬ 
pared and prefented to him for that purpofe; nay at laft told Mr. Ni¬ 
col, If he thought himlelf injured, he might go to England, and fuc 
for redrels in the Court of King’s Bench 

Mr- Nicol, by petition, then complained to the Mayor’si Court, re- 
prelenting, that he had applied to ^11 the attotnies of that coiiit, but 
finding himfelf unable to obtain juftice in Calcutta, and being informed 
that a proteft, duly authenticated by a Notary Public, was the only 
voucher of authority he could carry with him to England, of his having 
endeavoured in vain to obtain Juftice in India, he had made repeated 
.applications to Mr. John Holme for that purpofe, who was the only No¬ 
tary or Rcgifter in Calcutta, who had conftantly refufed either to note, 
.rcgiA^i;, P;r, authenticate any luch.inftrumcnt- The attefting aflidavit ^ 
of Mr. Thomas Davie was prefixed to this petition, and being read by 
Mr. Thomas "Woodw^r^d, then Mayor, ,and the Alderifieii on the bench,^ 
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Informed Mr. Hico}> that it wds a matter that did Hot fdlf pt'operl;^ 
within their cognizance^ nor could they oblige Mr. Hblme tb draw out 
the proteft*; but they feid, he could not in juftice refufe doing it. 

* However, at laft Mr. Holme did conient to no^e the proteft, ’ which 

• after all, when obtained, could be of little fervicc to Mr. Nicol, as it 
, would be of no. avail in any court of law in Eifgland. .The priibners 

fodn afterwards redeemed their pledged honour, by informing the Go* 
vemor Of their deftgn to embark for England, whicfipthcy put in exe¬ 
cution on Ihe 18th December 1767, after ftiffering long imprifonments* 
being much injured in their fortunes, having their views in life blafted, 
(and Mr. Nicol in particular with .a conftitution much impaired) to 
wait, in England, the arrival of their opprefibrs from India, and per¬ 
haps the more pi;ecarious iftiies of tedious fuits at law, in which the 
moft eftential proofs of injuries can only be had from India, where 
their opprefibrs a£t as magiftrates, as judges, and as fbvereigns; fb 
that, ill fpite of all laws in being, their very obtaining of evidence ma/ 
be effedually prevented, though applied for by a commiffton iflixed from 
any court of this kingdom. • 


N® XXXIII. 

The Cafe of John Nevill Paitker, Efquire, of Bengal; with Sir. 

Fletcher Norton’s Opinion thereon. 

John Ne^ll Parker, Efquire, a I^ieutenant in the King’s fervice, on 
the 5th March 1764, obtained, with his Majefty’s permiflion, a com- 
miflion from the Company, as captain of foot, having enlifted and car¬ 
ried over with him to India a company of an hundred and ten men. 

He refigned his commiflion on account of the reduiftion of camp al¬ 
lowance, taken notice of in the foregoing cafes, called Batta, and, ort 
the 18th May 1766, he was permitted by Major Smith to quit th6 
army. Notwithftanding which, it was afterward!? pretended that h6 
was ftifl a military man: and, on the 5th of Junc»i766, when engage 
on his own private bufinefs, he was fuddenly feizqd at Banaras, in thfe 
Jurifdi£tion of the Nabob Sujah*al Dowlah, by an order from Colonel 
Richard. Smith, where he was ignominioiifly^ dragged through the 
ftreets, and then clofc confined. He was conduced thence to Chu- 
prah, where he arrived on the 14th June 1766, and on the i6th of the 
fame month he arrived at Patna. He was then carried to a building 
named Chehel-Setoon, and confined in an almoft infupportable hole ; 

Cl . and 
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and on the i6th September 1766, he lyas fi,iiiimoned to ^ejid a court 
martial; vyhere^he Was informed hie. former reilgnation^ was: no'st 
deemed mutiny* for which he was to be tried. 

Captain Parkey.objcfted to the authority of the coi|rt,* infilling that 4 
he had never entered into any contra^ or agreement‘with the£a(l India,' 
Company, to. ferve them for any fixed time ; that he had rcfigned their 
employ in the beginning of May laft, had not been muttered for Ibme 
months before, nbr had he received any pay fince the preceding month 
of April. I 

The following is a copy of Captain Parker^s Proteft, delivered to the 
Court on the 17th September 176^ * 

“ Gentlemen, Prefident and Members, 

“ I am attoniflied when I refleft on the ignominious treatment I have 
** endured, and am more particularly furprized at being opprefled by 
“ thofe whole fphere it is to prote<fl the fubjeft, fupport the glorious; 
“ Qonftitution of England, and exert as well as chcrilh its laws. But 
“ when thele juft and laudable motives are no longer thought worthy 
** of attention, individuals lb far dittant from the feat of liberty, defti- 
** tute of friends, intereft, and every other fupport, are borne down by 
“ a torrent of perfeciition, and dragged, in defiance of all laws, from 
** place to place, as I Iiave moft injurioufly experienced. 

“ I jprefume. Gentlemen, it is necettaiy to acquaint you, that I 
** never entered into any contrail or agreement to ferve the Honourable 
** Company: and I did, for many obvious reafons, refign their employ 
“ iu the beginning of May laft; i\either was I.muttered for months be- 
“ fore that time; nor liave I received pay, or any other allowance,. 
** fince the preceding month of April; and, in confirmation thereof,. 
“ when I was, with the reft of the late officers, doing duty in tjie gar- 
** rilon of Illahabad, Major Smith, the commanding officer, on the 
** 1 5th May laft, fuminoned us, and publilhed a letter lent him by Co- 
** lonel Smith from the Right Honourable the Commander in Chief, 
** wherein he declM’ed, He would accept of the refignatlon of all thole 
" officers who fignified their intention of quitting the fervice in an* 
“ fwer to which, \y€ informed Major ^ith we Ihauld leave the gar* 
rifon on the 20th of that month, oll^ Iboner, if we could provide our* 
felves with boats to proceed to Calcutta. On the 17th erf that month. 
** 1 left Illahabad wlth *the Major’s approbation, and in a few days'after 
“ I arrived at Banaras, where I was feized the yth June following, by 
* an order of Colonel Smith* bearing'date the rft of the lame month. 

I cannot fuppofe, Gentlemen, fanowing theft fads, which 1 can now 

. . 3 “ P*'ove, 
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<« prove, ■ and which are by the laws of Great Britain Itiibpeibbfe dt> 
“ ftacles tot my being tried by a mtlitaty court, that 3mu willprbt^d’ 
further againft me. » » 

• “ The (hocking and degrading manner of apprehending me, and 

*;* the many infulc^ I have publicly foffered, fo reflcdied on my cha- 
** raster as an officer, in which (iatlon I have had the honour to (crve 
“ my King and Country for many years, With the approbation and ap- 
plaule* of my fuperiors, that 1 determined to folicil: a trial: and it 
was firmly my intention to have (food one, hacH been rclealcd, and 
** it allowed to have been a voluntary aifl of mine. But fo far was I 
** from being even countenanced by his Lordllilp, or obtaining the leaft 
“ mitigation of the (everity of my treatment, that infults were repeat- 
** ed : and I had been a prilbner forty days previous to my being or- 
“ dered before the laft court-martial; and, as a farther aggravation, I 
•*,was (till continued under the feme difegreeable circumfiances ; and 
“ I have, all together, fulFcrcd this cruel and vexatious imprifonment 
** three months and ten days; which are the motives that induced*me 
to object to my being tried, and from which I am rclblved n^ver to 
** fwerve as long as I am thus mal-treated. Think not, Gentlemen, dial; 

thefe (entiments proceed from any apprehenfion of the conlequences 
“ of a trial: far from it. Confeious of my own innocence, and having 
** the highed opinion of the abilities, experience, and impartiality ot 
« every one of you, I doubt not,* could you with propriety try me, ■ 
“ but that I fiiould be honourably acquitted of the crime malicioufly 
** preferred againft me. 

“ You have now, Gentlemen, a piatter of importance to determine, 
“ however trivial it may appear regarding me. Yet in my cafe mud 
“ be decided that of every Brltifli fubje^t, who is, or may hereaftc.r 
** enter into the HonouFable Company’s military fervice, and whether 
liberty in this part pf the world is a fliadow or not. 

Led it fliould be imagined^ any perlbn that niy conlcnt is not re- 
** quifite to try me legally, I beg Ka veto refer them to that recent and fiini- 
“ lar indance of Lord George ^ckville, who havin^cfigncd his military 
employments by order of his Mnjefty, afterwards iblicited a court- 
“ martial, to clear.his chafa<^er of many imputations laid to his charge; 
« which was refufed him, on ac<fount of his havidg no connection with 
“ the army, and of courfe not being fubjeCt to military law. Notwith- 
** danding, upon his repeated application, and after the opinion of the 
** judges of England had been taken, whd declared he could not be 
tried by a military court, except by his own defire and approbation, 
“ his Majefty was gracioufiy pleaied to grant his requeft. 

Q^a • “As 
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- 1 have tifW my end]B«¥om^'ifr#Vi»7 patt’lierco?to.'j>aytt^p»tipcf' 

<f dcfcrtnce to the Coun, I hope therefore I have not traii%relfod, or 
•* deviated from the refJ>eifV (b juftly due on all QCcafioiM. * 

{Signed) “ JN« NEVIlA. PARKER.” 

< 

_ ■ i • , 

The Court over-ruled Capt. Parker’s obje^loiis to their jurifdii^ion, 
and infifted he ihould anCwer tho charge, and only have two hours time 
10 condder whether l|c would make his defence or not. 

Having been long confined, Jiis life and charaiHrer being at flake, 
and hcflili holding a commiflion in liis Majefly’s fervice; he undertook, 
under all difadvantages, to make his defence as well as he could, and 
ieveral wicnefles were examined. But the Court ip a very extraordi¬ 
nary manner refufed to let him examine his witneffes to Ieveral points 
in his juilificatioh, particularly, not admitting him to prove liis reiig- 
nation of the Company’s fervice. He was alfb refufed a copy, which 
he Remanded, of the warrant by which the court-martial was autho¬ 
rized to try him. 

Notwithflanding all thefe difadvantages under which Capt. Parker 
laboured, the Court-martial was neceflitated honourably to acquit him 
of the crime of mutiny laid to his charge. Neverthelefs, he was or¬ 
dered down to'Calcuttay being near four hundred miles from Patna, 
after having been kept clofe confined, in a manner the moft ignomi¬ 
nious, and dangerous to his health, from the yth June to the 17th Oc¬ 
tober 17^6, and was in other various refpe£ls very illegally treated. 


• ' ’ I ' 

Sir Fletcher Norton^s opinion of this cafe. 

** This is a cafe under very extraordinary circumftances ; and upon 
this ftate of fa£ls, it appears, that Mr. Parker has been very ill ufedi 
** and the proceedings againft him arbitrary and opprefllve.. But J am 
** not able to point out a remedy which will not be attended, 'tvith many 
” difficulties, and the fuccefs doubtful, however, if Captain Parker will 
** run the hazard of the coils of an a£lion at law, which are not very 
** great, I think it will be advifable for him to bring an a^ion,* for an 
aflauk and falfe, imprifbnment, againft X<ord Clive; , the Prefldent^ 
** and one or two mere members of the Court-martial, and the perfbns 
who afrually apprehended and confined him; but great cf^re muft 
•* be taken in fettling'die pleadings, if any of them fhould plead fpe- 
dally,, to get proper ifTucs put upon.the record.. 


Xiiicolh’^-Inii,. Anarch, 1768.-' (Signed) FIET*' 
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’ Mr^ Parker thus up. wkb an oj^litonjliat lift atlgh^'i^aut re* 

drels for(h« loti^ impfironment he bad fuftained^ anfl hia afblia^ d^ 
inblion from the €on|paiiy*s (ervice, though acquitted by a Cburt*‘inar*> 
tial under all tbc influence which power and management might be flip— 
, poied to efle^» bi\>ught his action and damages ag|uifl Lord Clive. After 
combating for’two years all the evaflons whicifthe fliam^ful privilege’.- 
oi* parliament then permitted Lord Clive to ufe, they were at laft brought 
ifo a period, when he was obliged either to enter his'plea of juftifleation 
or fiiiTer judgment to be entered up-againft him. .Being unable, with the 
aillftance of half the council of England, to aflign any juftifleation that 
would bear a judicious examination on paper, the plajintiiF was at li¬ 
berty to enter up his judgment. Here again the attorney was intimi¬ 
dated by the privilege of parliament: and was told befldes, that unleis 
his client fliould come into an agreement of permittyig certain papers, 
in the India houle,. wliich were no legal evidence, to be read at. tho- 
trial, on the behalf of the defendant, and likewile permit the defendant 
to plead the general ilTue, and give the whole Ipccial matter ia evi¬ 
dence, the court would be moved for a commiftion to examine Witneftes 
in India, which would at leafl: laft them half a dozen years. The poor 
oppreffed gentleman, who had already expended all the money he had 
acquired ; and feeing no end to the labours he was to undergo in ob¬ 
taining a precarious redrefi in the end, under all the influence of tho 
Eaft India Company, which was mow exerted againft him, according¬ 
ly fubmitted to the fatal compromile, without the advice of his wor¬ 
thy and honourable council, Mr. Dunning, who immediately forelaw 
the pcrnicTious confequcnces, but^ notwithftanding exerted himlelf ta 
die laft in refifting, every aft of power, party, corruption, and par¬ 
tiality, which was dilplayed to the conclulion of this. proceft. Mr.. 
Parker was flfft nonfiiitcd upon a point of law taken up by Lord Manf- 
fleld, upon which,, however, his lordfliip had not the good fortune to 
lyarry the opinion of the other judges of the court. The matter was 
flniftied by a kind of comproniile, ending in?a refolution which nobody- 
had ever controverted, namely, “ tljat an ofliccr*imthe lervice of tho 
Eaft India Company has not "a right to^efign his commiftion at all. 
“• times, and'undcr ail circmnftances whatlbever, ^whenever he plcaied.**’ 
Upon'the trial, Mr. Parker’s chief difliculty was^ to-prove that Lord 
Clive had ever known of his being-under arreft, during the five months 
he had^ been-dragged about, although when itV his fickly fituation, by 
his long confinement, he had been-vilitcd by Mr. Ingham, Lord Clive’s, 
body-phyfician, living in his family on the fpot, who had the honefty 
to.declare upon the trial,, that he did not believe he had.ever made.any 

reporti 
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report to Lord Olive ;,^and although the conftant pradiee of the army 
fs,-to make a daily report jin writing by the officer who ^aves thfe 
guard, of the number of priibners, how long copfined, and for what 
crimes ; and that it was proved Lord Clive, the Commander in Chief, 
had reiided feven wccjts in the place where Mr. Parker was 'ft prifoner; 
yet the jury were told, *and it may be prefumed rightly told, according 
to the maxims of common law, that there was no proof to fliew Lord 
Clive knew of thc*^MaintifF*9 confinement; upon which ground thiefly a 
verdirt was found Ibr the defendant. 


N® XXXIV, 

Cop^y of the Indenture executed by Free Mariners, on their going 
out to India with licence from the £aft India Company. 

C 

This Indenture, made the day of in year of our 

Lord one thoufand feven hundred and and in the 

year of the reign of our Sovereign Lord GEORGE the by the 

grace of God, of Great-Britain, France and Ireland, King, Defender 
of the F^th, and fo fortli; Between the United Company of Merchants 
of England, trading to the Eafl Indies, of the one part, and 

of mariner, of the other part. Whereas the 

fold United Company have, at the Ipeclal requeft and entreaty of the 
faid and upon the conditions and agreements herein 

contained on the part of the faid to be 

performed, Itcenled and permitted the faid to proceed 

to in the Eafl; Indies, within the limits of the (aid Company’s 

trade, in order to provide for hiinfeJf in the fcafaring way, and to con¬ 
tinue in the Eafl Indies aforefiud, for the term of years. , ^ 

Now THIS Indenture Witnesseth, and the laid 
for himfelf, his, heirs, executors, and adminifltators, doth by thefe 
prefents covenant, promifor s^nd agre%,‘ 'to and with the laid United * 
Company in manner following ; that is to fay, that the faid 

from the time of his arrival aft aforefaid, for and • 

during, and unto the full end and expiration of years, fliall and 
will behave and condud liimrelf, from time to time, and in all j'elpefts 
conformable to the rules, orders, and diredions of the faid United ^m- 
pan/, or of their Prefident and Council of their iettlement aforefaid* 
And that he the laid • will not, dhreftly or indire^ly, 

ferve 
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l&rvfr or be in any-wife affiftingto, or employ^ J>yi or for afij^ foreigrt 
company grading in or to the Eaft Indies/^' any perfoo Or perfons 
whatfoever, who do or Iball^ during the coritinuartce of thcfe* }>rfefents* 
traffick, adveftatpre, or trade to, in, or foom the EaiS Indies, or clfo- 
. where,, widiin the Umits of the fatd Compiiny’s tpde, by or under, oT 
by virtue of any foreign commiflion, licence, or authority whatfoevcrv 
Provided always, and it is hereby exprefsly covenanted, declared, 
and agreed between the parties to thefe prefents^ an^l* it is the true in¬ 
tent and meaning thereof, that in cafe the laid • (hall 

make default in any of the covenants herein before contained, or 
(hall,, during tfie laid term of . years, receive notice from the laid 
Company’s Prelident and Council of their fettlement aforefaid, to quit 
the laid fcttlement, and return to England, for any milbehaviour by 
him the faid done or committed towards the faid Com- 

jiany, or concerning the peace and good order of the faid lettlement„ 
diat then, and in either of the faid calcs, he the laid 
fliall not, nor will, upon any account or pretence whatlbever,. fray, or- 
continue longer in the Eaft Indies than for the Ipace of ‘months, 

after receiving llich notice, and that from and immediately after the- 
expiration of the faid months, it Jhall and may he lawful for the- 

laid Company’?* Prelident and Council, at the laid lettlement, to caufo' 
the faid and his family to be- put on board aoy lhi|l< 

employed by the faid Company, for the purpofc of ^being tranfported 
Great Britain, at the laid Company’s cxpence, and in cafo. of cefulal on 
the part of the faid to caule the faid 

to be apprehended and put on board /uch Chip, together with his family- 
And further,, in cafo of ilich apprehending, puttmg-on board, and^ 
tranfporting the faid and his family, in manner 

aforefaid, the faid doth hereby covenant, promile,, 

and agree to, and with the laid United Company, that he the faid 
. I his executors or adtninifrators, pall not nor will commence^, 
*or profeente the f^^fompany^ dr their Court of Dircdlors^ or any of 
^tUbir Prefidents and Council, or Qff jcerY of.atiy liichlltip,. or- 

•any other perfon employed in any of the matters aforefaid, in‘-Dr by 
any a£lion,. fuit, or other profecution, civil or * cfiiliinal, in rclptedl of 
luch apprehending him the laid * \)r of putting on board 

and tranfporting him the faid and his family to Great 

Britain incmanner aforefaid.- And in cafe any foch a^ion, fuit, or pro-. 
fecution lhall' be commenced or prolecuted for any of the matters afore- 
laid, the faid doth hereby covenant and agree to and*, 

with the laid Comp^y^ that the. gtnes al' ijfue may he pleaded, and thisf 

, indenture^ 
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indenturef er'uny other Jpecidl matter mny be given in evidenct, all $r 
any of the defenddntSt in l^.fudv ruU,>^^^lon, or pro&cut|pp« in bar,, 
diicharge^ and defence thereof; any thing in theCe prefents contained 
to the contrary thereof notvvithftanding. And the laid United Company 
do hereby for them^jyes and their fucceilbrs, covenant, prpmife, and 
agi'ee, to an^ ^with the faid that he the fatd 

truly and faithfully oblerving, fulfilling, and keeping the (cVe- 
ral covenants aifd agreement herein exprefled and contained on his 
part, to be obfervcd, tfulfilied, and kept, (hall and may fedceably and 
quietly trade and traffick in the Eaft Indies aforefaid, in the capacity of 
a free mai'incr, and fliall enjoy the laid Company’s prdtedion. And 
.LASTLY, it is hereby covenanted, concluded, and agreed by and be¬ 
tween the faid parties hereto, that if the faid r fliall be 

perniitted to continue in the Eafl: Indies, in the quality or capacity of a 
free mariner, after tlie expiration of the laid term of years hereby’ 
flipulated, that then luch the continuance and trading there of the faid 
« . fliall be upon the fame terms, conditions, covenants, 

and agi^ements as are herein before exprefled and contained on his part, 
during the term herein mentioned, and not otherwUe. In witness 
whereof, to one part of this indenture the faid hath 

put his hand and leal, and to the other part thereof the faid United 
Company have caufed their common leal to be aflixed, the day and 
year above-written. c 

Sealed and delivered (being firji 
duly ftamped) in the prefence of. 


N“ XXXV. 

Copy of the Indenture executed by the Eafl: India Co*1npany^:i^civJ|J 
or covenanted levants; whereby they not to receive fr^^’i! 

the Country Princes ik. india au/'yi'^ents in money, jewels; land's,, 
revenues, or other effects, but fuch as are permitted by the faid 
Company. \ • 

This Indenture, made the day of in the" 

year of the reign of our Sovereign Lord by 

the Grace of God, King of Great Britain, France and Ireland, Defender 
of the Faith, and ib forth, and in fjie year of our I«ord one tlmuland 
a feven 
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(Sfren hundred and reTenty %Betweek 

of the one part, and the United pompany^df Merchants of 
England, tuading to the Eaft Indies, of the 6ther pait: Wh ereas the 
iaid k ncfw employed in the leilri^e of the faid^ United 

Company as one of their at their chief fettletnetH' 

of • * in the Eaft Indies, Now tjib Indenture Wit- 

•nesseth, anft the faid in compliance with<n relblution 

of a General Court of the faid United Company, and and in confir 
defation of .what he is or (liall be intitled to receivt from the faid Com¬ 
pany in refpedl of his laid lervice, or in relpeft df any other ftation, 
capacity, or employment in which the laid may here¬ 

after be retained or employed by the laid United Company, or their 
Court.of Diredlors, Doth hereby for himlelf, his heirs, executors, and 
adminidrators, covenant, promile, and agree to and with the laid 
United Company, that he the laid (hall mot, nor will at 

any time or times hereafter, dunng his being employed in the faid Com¬ 
pany's fervice, in any ftation or capacity whatlbever, either by himlelf 
or by any other perfon or perfons whomfoever, in tnift for him, ,or for 
his ufe, dired:ly or indiredly, accept, take, or receive, or agree to 
accept, take, or receive any gift or grant of lands, or rents or reve¬ 
nues ilTuing out of lands, or any territorial pollellion, jurifdidVion, do¬ 
minion, power or authority whatfoever, from any of the Indian Princes, 
Sovereigns, Subahs, or Nabobs, or any of their niinifters, lervants, or 
agents, for any fervice or lervices,*or upon any account or pretence 
whatfoever, without the licence or confent of the Court of Dirc6lors for 
the time being of the faid United Company, lignilied under their hands; 
nor (hall or will, at any time or times hereafter, during his being em¬ 
ployed in the faid United Company's fervice, in any ftation or capa¬ 
city whatfoever, either by himfclf or any other perfon or perfons whom¬ 
foever, in trull for him or for his ule, dire^lly or indircdlly, accept, 
take, or receive, or agree to accept, take, or receive any gift, reward, 
gAtiiiM* I j ^qUrtvya nce. donation, or compenlation, in money, effects, 
Jen^Corotherwife from any of the Iq,(jian Princes, Sove* 

s, Subahs, or Nabobs, nr r** i* nriR'ftrr'T^ formants, or agents, 
e^^eding the value of four tboufand rupees, for any fervice or ferviccs 
'performed or to be performed by tlje faid , * in India, or 

upon any other account or pretence whatfoever, without the like licence 
or confent of the faid Court of Direclors of the iaid United Company, 
lignilied as aforelaid; nor any fiich reward, gratuity, allowance, do¬ 
nation, or compenfation, exceeding the value of one thoufand rupees, 
and under the value of four thoufan^ rupees, without the licence or 

R m confent 
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confentofthe Preiident andCoun*bil for the time being of the prel^ 
dency or fettlehient where the fmd fliall be employed; 

and that he faia ' fliail and will convey^'Wfign, and 

make over to the fajd United Company, for thein foie and proper life and 
benefit, all an^ every fuch gifts or grants of lands, or r^ts or revenuefc 
ifliiing out of lanfic,', or any liich territorial poflefnon, juiifdiblion, do¬ 
minion, poi’i^er, or authority whatfbever; and alfo accouift for and pa/ 
to the faid United Company, for their foie and proper ufe agd benefit, 
aU and every fuch gifts, rewards, gratuities, allowances, donations*, or 
compeniations whaftbever, which, contrary to the true intent and 
.meaning of thefe prefents, fliall come to the hands, po/Ieflion, or power 
of the (aid or any other perfon or perfons in triift for 

him, or for his ufe as aforefaid. In Witness whereof, to one part of 
thefe indentures the laid hath fot his hand and feal,. 

and to the other part thereof the faid United Company have caufed their 
common foal to be put, the day and year above written* * 

’Sealed and delivered (being firfi 
dMi'j JlampcdJ in the prefenc^ of 
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f 

Copy of the Indenture of Covenants executed by gentlemen emi¬ 
grating to India> in the military forvice of the £ng\ifh Eaft India 
Company. . 

This Indenture,, made the Day of in the. 

year of the reign of our Sovereign Lord by the 

Grace of God, King of Great Britain, France, and Ireland, Defender 
of the Faith, and fo forth, and in the year of our j^houfAd ‘ 

feven hundred and Between J -sj of 

the one part, aud tlie Mer^lants of Englapd, 

i.ig to tlie Eaft Indies, of the other part: Whereas the Court onpi- 
redors for the affairs of the faid United Company have granted a coiii^ 
miffion to the faid ' appointing him 

in their military forces in the Eaft Indies, Now this Indenture Wit¬ 
hes seth, and the faid in compliance with a refolution 

of a General Court of the faid United Company, and in confideration 
of what he is or fhall be entitled to receive from tiic faid Company,, in 

3 * ' ' refpebb 
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re/pe^ of his (hid fervice,^ or in of kny other in^tarf ftation or 

employmeiu in which the faid ■ * 

^ployed by the faid United Company, or their‘Oourt of Dire^or^, poTH 
Jiereby for hinfielf, his heirs, executors, and adminiftr^tors, covenant, 
^romife, and,agreeto and with the faid United Gon-y|ffny, that he the faid 
• ^ • (hall not, nor will at any time or times hereafter during 

his being employed in the faid Company’s fervice, in any (lation or capa¬ 
city whatfoever, cither byhimfelf or by any other pcrjbn or perfons whoin- 
(bever in triift for him or for his u(e, direifHy or incttrefMy, accept, take, 
or receive, or agree to accept, take, or receive any gift or grant of lands, 
or rents for revenues iiluing out of lands, or any territorial pofTcjflion, 
jiirifdi^tion, dominion, power, or authority whatever, from any of 
the Indian Princes^ Sovereigns, Subahs, or Nabobs, or any of their 
minifters, fervants, or agents, for any fcrvice or lervices, or upon any 
account or pretence whatfoever, without the licence or confent of the 
Court of Diredlors for the time being of the faid United Company, (ig- 
nihed under their hands nor fliall or will, at any time or times hA’e- 
after during his being employed in the faid United Company’s (ervice, 
in any (ladoii or capacity whatlbcver, "either by himfelf or any other 
perfon or perfons whomfoever in truft for him or for his ufe, dircftly 
or indiredtly, accept, take, or receive, or agree to accept, take, or re¬ 
ceive any gift, reward, gratuity, allowance, donation, or compen- 
fation, in money, effeds, jcwtIs, or otherwile howfoever, from any 
of the Indian Princes, Sovereigns, Subahs, or Nabobs, or any of their 
minifters, fervants, or agents, exceeding the value of four tboufand 
riipecsy for any fcrvice or fervices per6)rmed or to be performed by the 
faid in India, or upon any other account or pretence 

whatfoever, without the like licence or confent of the faid Court of Di¬ 
rectors of the faid United Company, (igniiied as aforeiaid ; nor any fuch 
- reward, gratuity, allowance, donation, or compenfation, exceeding 
^ the valiie. of one tboufand rupees, and under the value of four tboufand 
mthmu'thc iicencg,,jH^onfent of the faid Prefident and Council 
tinie being of wllSre.the (aid 

”/ (liall be employed; ancl Uiat he the faid* 

-fl^l and will convey, alfign, and make ovc-r to the, faid United Com¬ 
pany# for their foie and proper u(2 and benefit, alP and every fuch gifts 
or grants of lands, or rents or revenues ilTning put of lands, or any 
fuch territorial poftefiioB, jurifdidion, dominion, power, or authority 
whatfoever; and alfo account for and pay to the faid United Company, 
for their Ible and proper ufe and benefit, all and every ftich gifts, re¬ 
wards, gratuities, allowances, donatidns, or compenfations whatlbevcr, 

li 2 * which. 
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•which, contraiy to the true-intent ian4 meaning of the& prei^nts, fiialt 
come to the harfds, .poQeffion, or power of the faid ^ or 

any other perfbn, or perlhns in truft for him» or/or his ufe as a^brefiiid; 
Provided alw^s, ihat nothing -herein contained fl^al^ hinder or prct 
vent, or be deemed, taken, or conftnied to hinder* or prevent the faid 
» from accepting or receiving a fliare or proportion,, 
in refpeft of his military poft or ftation, of any gift, gratuity, of do¬ 
nation, in molfJey or efFe£ls, which any Indian Prince, Sovereign, 
Subah, or Nabob, fl»all or may in time of extreme danger, heceflity, or 
emergency, give or beftow on any of the military officers or forces of 
the faid United Company, provided fuch gift, gratuity, or donation be 
with the privity ai^d confent of the Governor and Council of the pre- 
fidency or fettlement where the faid (hall be employed, 

and not otherv^ile: and provided alfo, that the fame be not obtained 
or exafted by compulfion, or by way of bargain or contrafl for any 
fcrvice or fervices performed or to be performed Provided alfo, that 
no'Governor or Prelident of any of the faid United Company’s fcttle- 
ments'in India (hall, by virtue of his commiffion from the faid United 
Company, be authorized or intitled to accept or receive any part, ihare, 
or proportion of any fuch gift, gratuity, or donation as is mentioned 
in the provifo herein before contained. And this Indenture further 
WITNESSETH, and the faid doth hereby covenant, con- 

font, and agree, to and with the faid United Company, that in cafe the 
laid (hall be difinilled the faid United Company’s mili¬ 

tary fervicc, by fontence of court-martial, or by a refolution or order 
of the Company’s Prelident and Council of fiich fettlement where the 
faid Ihall ferve or be, or if the laid 

fliall otherwife legally quit the faid Company’s military fervice, that then, 
and in any or either of the laid cales, it lhall be lawful to and for the 
laid United Company’s laid Prelident and Council, at any time after t^ 
expiration of fix calendar months next following fiich difinjffign from ' 
or quitting the faid Company’s military feryice as atdf®i3^w^ 
and tranfpoKt th^ fold , r ii .n w . -J Sirthe^Sfeipence of the laid 
pany to Great Britain, iiTluch fliip employed in the laid Company’s'^(ft> 
vice as the faid Prelident and Council lhall for that purpofo appoir^^ 
And in cafe the faid' * lhall negle£l: or refiife to rep^ 

or go on board fuch Ihip as aforefoid, by the fpace of ten day ifter 
notice lhall be given liim fo to do, by order of the faid Prelident and 
Council, then and in fuch cafo, it lhall be lawful for the laid Prefident 
and Council, and the^ are hereby fully authorized and empowered to caufer 
the faid to be apprehended and detained, and to put him 
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•til htmi Jueb flip ai rftr^id, fir the purptfi tf brfng tiurM-Mi trt>^ , 
forttd Groat Britain, Co nevertbelefi^ diat ii6 ubiiecdiiiry delay be 
Ibught, nor any fij oocafion or op^ttimity loft. In ft) ck^ning or 
putting onl>Qard the (aid And ilii^hef, in fcaife of ftida 

appreheq4ing» putting on board, and tranfpor^g the laid 

in manner afbrefaid, the ftiid doth hereby 

covenant, promilc, and agree, to and with the (aid United Company, * 
'tfMt Se (he faid his executors or^ladminijirators, Jhall 

not nor will commence, fue, or profecute the faith United Compan-j, or their 
Court of Diredors, or any of their Prefidents and Council, Commanders or 
Officers of any luch (hips, or any other per(bn employed in any of the 
matters aforefaid, in or by any a£iion, (bit, or other proiecution, civil 
or criminal, in refpeft of fuch apprehending him the (aid 
or of putting him on board and tranfporting him the (aid 
> to Great Britain, in manner aforelaid. And' in cafe any (lich 

aiftion, fuit, or profeention (hall be commenced, fued, or profecuted, 
for any of the matters aforeiaid, the faid dothiiereby 

covenant and agree, to and with the faid Company, that fhe general 
ijjue may be pleaded, and this prefent indenture, or any other fpecial mat¬ 
ter, may be given in evidence, by any of the defendants in any liich 
(iiit, a£lion, or profecution, in bar, difeharge, and defence thereof j 
any thing in thefe prefents contained to die contrary thereof in any- 
wife notwithftanding. In Witraels whereof, to one part of this inden¬ 
ture the faid hath put his hand and feal, and to the 

other part thereof the faid United Company have caufed their common 
feal to be affixed, the day and year above-written. 

Sealed and delivered (being firfi 
duly famped) in the prefence of 
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Copy of a Letter from j^wo^w^Sjfiwips'fifquire, Reiident at the Dur¬ 
bar, to the Secret Committee at C^cutta. • Dated the a4th'July 

1765. ’ 


«« To William Brightwell Sumner, Elquirc, &c. Gentlemen df tho 

Select Committee** 

« Gentlemen, 

« By the great, fudden fall of rain, and the rapidity of the i^er, I 
«• have been prevented from arriving here till yefterday : I (hall di- 
2 * “ rciUy 
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, “ re^tly proceed dft my bufinefs #kh all fiiolkble difpaitch, and ydti may 
** depend upon It,* that nothing (b 411 be*^ Wanting dh my part|>to Enifli 
** the affair's which I hin cornmUIipned on, aa well as any others wbl<^ 
“ may fall to maiia^ment during my ftay here, * td the entire 
“ fatisfaftion of the OiSiQXtnittee, * c 


’ “ I have had the pleafure to receive feveral letters from Lord Clivd 

( “ fince I left Calcnita, wherein his Lordfliip reprefen^ to me the in-, 
convenicncies and docilities the prejent minijitrs find in danying 
** on the affairs of the government; owing to the Nabob*s ignorance, 
** and his being totally unacquainted with any kind of bUfinefs what- 
** ever; and to obviate and effedVually remove an evil of fo dangerous 
*• a tendency, his Lordfliip recommends to me to en/Jeavour to get 
the Nabob to tbroiu the management of affairs entirely into the bands of 
“ the minijiers now in power; to make over all the revenues arifing, 
“ from the fubahfliip, in order to enable us to pay the expeiices of the 
“ army, difeharge the demands for reftitution, army, &c. and for an 


** annua] ^ipend to the King, with other contingent cxpences, in coii- 
“ lideration of our paying him a fum of about fifty lacks per annum^ 
“ for his Horfe*. Seapoys, Begum, Brotlier*s Zenana, Houfehold charges, 
“ and every other expence which may attend himfelf, provided this 
“ affair be fanQified by a Sunnud from the King. This undoubtedly 
** will be a grand point: and to obtaip it, I fiiall certainly exert my 
“ endeavours, as I efteem it to be equally for the Nabob's eafe and our 
** own intereji ; for it is certain the fliare of influence we enjoy in thefe 
** provinces, however great In appearance, does not carry with it thofe 
** real advantages and weighfj effe&s which are neceflary, not to leave 
“ that power in danger of being difputed, and failing us at a time 
“ when the Company is in moft want of it; befides, it will be at-. 
** tended with many further good conlequencos, particularly that of 
** effeiTually putting a flop to that diflipation of revenues which hath 


<( 

it 


reduced the Nabob, the Company, and the coi^ry, fo frcilucntly to. 
a diftrefled conditioiw ^ 

“ I am. getting an. account of the -Nabob’s immediate cxpences, in 


** order to be able the better to judge w^at Jlipend wiWhe mojl fuitable 
** to his rank and dignity, and our honour and credit* 


** Mr. Sumner having mfomied me, that there was a deficiency in 
the Money paid by the Nabob into our treafury, of about rupees 


40,^62 2 annaSi 1 therefore acquaint you« that an order ^was fent 
, * « the 
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the day before yefterday for the payn^ent of jti WMeh I hope by this 
** time is come fafe to hand. • * 

“ ^ ' . *5 ‘ 

**•1 am, with the greatefi weijp€&:,y' 

“ Gentleman, 

• Your' moft obedient, humble fervant, 

• •< <3»j:oradbau& the a^th (signed) ; FRAKCB SYKES.” 



N« xxxviir. 

, Copy of a Letter from Francis Sykes, Eiquire, Refident at the Dur- 
bar, to the Secret Committee at Calcutta. Dated the 28th July 

1765. ; ‘ 

To William Brightwell Sumner, Elquire, &c. Gentlemen of the 

SeleA Committee. 


** Gentlemen, 

** I have had the plealiire to Receive your favour a^j late as only four 
days ago, inclofing the plan for carrying on the trade of folt, betie* 
“ nut, and tobacco, accompanied by feveral quelVions which required 
to be ahfwered by each member of the Select Committee feverally, in 
“ order to colleiH; their Centiments, to enable you to proceed agreeably 
“ thereto. ■ • 

“ Having replied to each query in a fcparate paper, leaves me very 
“ little to fay here on the fubjedf. I have included the colonels and 
lieutenant-colonels in the plan, more from a dclire of removing every 
** {park of envy, and (hewing our difinterefiednefs in money matters, 
/^hich certainly conjjder ed in a plan fo extenfive as this, 
^ more than from any claimor as the Company’s cove- 

** nanted fervaqts only are intitled to duftucks,^ they certainly can be 
«* the only perfons Intitled to a? (hare in this trade ; but I look upon this 
« as fo great an objea:, that we can, without impropriety, make a vo- 
** luntary tender to thefe gentlemen, who affi! excluded from receiving 
“ prefents, as well as the Company's, coyenanted forratits. 

f Ose of the Nabob*8,garJeQ3 ocac Mprfbedabad. 


t 


J 

« A* 
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>sf iMj^ ^ m<^rj wft may have upon thU 

** eftabliflinient, I (think, for that reafon, it is not proper to include 
them, and likewiie as they may he too numerous a body. * 

“ I now inclofei^yovrthe &sibob^s perwafnah^^ 6 cC. ’amounting to one 
** hundred and fix, >vhich will enable you immediately'^ to enter upon 
** the contrafts., I haVt? been Very particular in collecting the number 
** o( tiem^ 4 i 9 i 9 whoife cn«^r|es produce any fait, and think thofe T 
** have lent you wiH be iiifficient for the falt-works dependent on fhe. 
** FoWadai^ ^ Hbbgly, ^s well as fbr thole which arc to be under the 
** management of the gentlemen of Dacca and Chittigong. You will 
** find that the zemindars are entirely put, under our anthority, and 
are to comply with fuch regulations as you (hall think proper to 
eftablKh. 

f 

** I can with pleafure inform you, that I have completed the bufi- 
** neia which was lb esurneiHy recommended to me by Lord CUve. The 
** Nabo% after fully explaining to him the many advantages that would* 
** arift So the public, and how much he would be embarrafled from his 
** little knowledge in affairs of (b much confequence, has, after mature 
** confideratioii> agreed to accept of a ftipend of Sicca rupees, 5,386,161 
per annum : and will, in con&quence of fuch agreement, s/>ro7{/ all 
** the affairs of the government into the hands of Mahomed Reza Caivii, 

** Doolubram, and Juggm Seat, the minifiers appointed by Us; and make 
** over tke management and reyesiue the Subahdary for the payment 
** of the fi>rces, neftitution, and other purpofes mentioned in J-,ord 
** Clive's letter of the nth inflant, provided the fame be duly autho- 
" rized and confirmed by the King. He was indeed fo fully perfuaded 
** of the expediency of the mcafures’propoled, that he -would have ac- 
“ cepted of fifty lacks : b|jit on perceiving how clofely he was tied up 
** relative to the allowance made him for his * Affwary, Emaumbarry 
** expences, 2 ^nana, and other articles, I thought the credit of the Com- 
** mittee required that his allo-wance Jhould be enlarged s particularly 
“ when I confider»“d what a glorious opportunity he give’s us of efiahlijh^ 

** ing a new fyftem of--government, which, adopted, regu-‘ 

** lated, and purfue^ with fteacimeis andiirmned, bids faireft for iettliii^*. 
** that tranquillity in the diree provinces which has been fo long want-*'* ’ 
ing, and confefied foteflential fbr the ^ood of the country, the Na- . 
** bob's cafe, and the profperity of the Company. This profped, I 
*• own, appears to me tO be of no iefi importance to our honourable 
** employers, than that of eftabfifhlng them in this kingdom beyond 

• The retione maintaioed fbr parade; the expeoccs ioconed at tua mor(iaes ia religious matters, 
flfid the chaiges of hia feragiio. 

‘ « the 
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lohd advantages .33^ ;»ftwcnce< hgVt % eSp,e^^ 

** and wh!|:h mu^ 1^ a |hort ame, render the com^oy the g^ateft^^nd 
** moft potent comoietcial'body ihvt|te/j*fprtd. aii ^iicndal* p^cK^ 

** minaiy towards cftablUhing thts'|d^ Will io fccure i^e dewai|« 
nee, whici], though formerly a very,diftini^ ia noW b^ecople 

“ fo dependent* on the iubahdary, that they e,i|tniiot,with*any pi^9pil^ty 
'* be in, two different interefts. TWa can • be .Vecy |:afi!y :|Sbcurcd% 
***Lord CJtVe; and 1 make no doubt bpit it will, on a reprefentad^ 
** from the Committee to his Lordlhip on the ful^e^., In tb^ courle of 
** regulating this bufineJls with the Nabob, I havq ha<^ the greatefl at- 
“ tention to ev^ry fart of hit family, to prevent tlieir receiving any iU 
“ treatment, or bad ufage from him s their allowance I have fettled as 
“ follows; viz. • ‘ ' 

Ropcerpw montti/ 

To Seyf al Dowlah - „ • . - « 7000 

Mobarek al Dowlah - - - - 5000» 

Meran's foil • . • - yooo 

The Begum and her family - - - 6000 

« 

t 

Tliefo films, though much more than what has been hitherto ex- 
“ pentlcd on their account, yet it is neither for our honour or credit 
“ /o deprive them of a fuppott in life fuitable to their rank and dignitf, 
** I have, for the better lecuring* theie (urns to them, got Mahomed* 
** Reza Khawn, Doolubram, and Juggut Scat, to take upon*thcm the 
charge of this money, tp pay it monthly, or as fhaU be molt agrec- 
** able to them to receive it. Thelb three perfons are l|kewifo to have 
■** the payment of all the Nabob’s foapoysA horfe, fervants, See* wlucK 
** he-very readily and with pleafure confented to. 1 

** Nothing now remains to this grand pointy entirely, bcit*the 

** obtaining a funnud from the King, and the executing tliU obligation 
which is ncccffary tp pafi betwcci\ the Company and ibc Nabob f 
” Bt»t I fliall defer yjw, wJ^l I have your’s as wj^ll as his Lordfhip*i 
authority for fo doing., ^ * , 

*< Since my arrival, 1 have been i^tremie^ watchful over the 
♦/ of Mahomed Keza Khawn, Popiubram, an<^ Juggut Scatjk^ thaf ‘l 
« mig^t be able tp form fome ju^ment hovy whit^h were 

*• lately made for the adminUbratioil of the gpyarnBpent.werc executed; 
** ati^^can with much fadsj^i^ltion ypu, think every one 

A’ adts wi^ the gteateff affidulty in his own c^Bee, without aiming 

I 
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** lit any c^nefoachment on thfc parfitioh of andiority wo judged noeelr> 
** &iy for the fequtity of the preibnt eftabliihment. Whatevor attempts 
** might .have been niade on tl^ balanee of power by Dodlul^rainj. I am 
«< convinced he )s veiy lenflble of ertof, and*’will ^ve no caule for 
** any further complmnts. Theft is at prefent thccgreateii harmony* 
** and cordiality fuBlHling between the Nabob and bis ihiniftets» as 
** well as bbtween the minifteta themfelves, that the belt of conle- 
** quences is to expe^ed frOm It, and we may hope a contlnuanjce 
.of it by a little ati^tion only in the gentleman who reiides at the 
*• Durbar. Nabob is extremely polite, and very tractable. I 

•* cannot conclude this fubjedt without mentioning to you. Gentlemen, 
** the very extraordinary affiduity and care of Mahomed Reza Khawn 
** for the good of. the Company and the country ; suid from his in'de- 
** fatigablenefs, joined with a principle of honour and integrity, we 
**, may expert sffFairs (bon reduced into good form and order; a thing 
«• lb much to be coveted. 

In three or four days time I hope to.be able to (end you about two 
•• lacke of rupees, but expert: little or nothing more: but I muft re- 
queft that a tender of this money may be made the merchants as foon 
** aS the Company is in ca(h, and, their affairs will admit of its return, 
having give» my word that this, circumftance wiU be complied with ; 
as I Jbonld not otherwife have been able to obtain, it, mlefs I bad made 
if tfe'of FORCE, a method which ought to be avoided. 

.. ** 1 am, with the ^eatell; rel^A, 

' * 
(jrtNTLEMEN, 


** Your moft obedient, humble (ervant,^ 


Jkioradbaugr, the gffth 
*' July 1765.** 


(Signed) FRANCIS SYKES.*^ 
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Copy of a Letter from Francis SykeSt £fqu!re, ] 9 leiident. at the ^ufr 
bar, t6 thq Secret Committee at CfdQutta. !pated Q^ober 

• 1765. ’* 

*« To the Right Honourable Lord Clive, Prendent and CoYernoj^ 
** and the Gentlemen of dte Seleifb Committee. 

• . 

** My Loan and GENTLEuxif, 

** Incloled I icn/i you a flatement of the Bahar revenues, as fixpd fqr 
** this year ; with a particular account of fuch parts as.are atligned ovsr, 
“ for the payment of fthe jagueers which have been granted by royal 
*** authority, and whole names I allb particularize. 

“ After a ferudny into leverai years accounts, I find very hat 
'* been really brought to the credit of'the Nizamut, even in the moft 
** peaceable times ; but in Mecr Jafiier’s it has been a very heavy cx- 
** pence to him; little or nothing, I find, being codeAed even to fiip- 
port a part of the charges attending it. By the beft acconnts that X' 
** can learn, .we fliall hardly come up to the prelent ftatement, though 
** I thought it would be better n^t to rate it lower this year, and 
** next we might with more propi^ety judge of it's real value* 'jntP 
** expence in Hamnarain's, as well as in the prelent Nabob Itraam al 
** Dowlah’s* time, has been charged at 2,153,934—2—^9, as you .will 
■** oblerve by the account I now inclole you. | have exwnhied very 
“ narrowly into every article, and haye, with the ajififtance of Ma- 
** homed Reza Khawn, reduced the expence to rupees 750,910, though 
** ftill great and heavy; yet’the minifters declta^ to me, that there is 
no fuperfluous expence in that fum; th^t it will require the full 
” number of people mentioned to colleA the revenues properly, and 
•*< pay the different i^nHngen^ expences whi^h mtlft n^cefiafUy happen 
''J*' in lb' extenfive a country. * • 

«** Mahomed Reza Khawii, Doolubram, &c. wqnld, with yonr cdti- 
lent, adopt the 'following plant Nabob Itraam' al Dowlah to retilm 
** to.his ftadon: Dirgejnaraih to remain allb; and two overleers on the 
•** part of the Company, and one oh that of the .minifiers of the ^overtir 
'** meat, to remain, not only as checks on dieir a^^ons,* but to enable 
^ them to proceed in the colledRons with Uie-.greater alacrity. Had 
^ not our oonniedtions with .the brothers of,the above-mentioned per- 

S a ’ **. loni 
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** Cons made it (tece 0 aiy to glvcL them our countenance, an^ a proper 
" influence in the country^ I ibould be leni^rely for having ai flew cia& 
** of people of ^(s con&quefice, more auive, and their^expencea con* 
** flderably Icfs, to manage the affairs of that provinc^e*; and who would 
*•' be more inclinable to obey any orders they might receiver from henco 
** than thcyiiave lately fliewed* Whatever arrangements you may think 
proper to make, the fooner it is concluded on the better;* as ev^y 
thing is at an enti\e flop, nor can the minijicrs procure an'j /atisja0ory 
anfwer, fo as to inform tbemfelves of the progrds that has been made 
in the rents. • 

“ In the account of jagueers and charity-lands, which I now forward 
** to your JLordfliip, &c. amounting to a,018,714—10—0 there will 
be (in confequence of our late agreement) that* wliich the Nabob 
had, amounting to 902,960—8—15, to be bt ought to the Companfs 
cteditf alfo tbefum of 290,707—14—0 which has been kept up under 
^le head of jagueers, and has been an impofltion, as no peribii can 
claim it, or any part thereof, either by an authority of royal fiin^ 
nuds, or as a gift of the Nabob’s; Co that it muff be a fraud in thofe 
who had the management of affairs. The fum allowed for charity 
is bulky; and I make no doubt, if it was in my power to enquire 
into tliat article, we ihould And the greatefl part mlfapplied. 

“ I have been greatly retarded in lending you the inclofed accounts 
** by the many Impofltions the Patnk Miitfcddces, Congocs, &c. wanted 
to have continued and confirmed ; not only in the value of the pro^ 
vlnce and in the accomit of expences, but in the amount of each 
perlbn^s jagueer; many of whom had charged more than their fui>- 
nuds incltlcd them to i^ceive, in expe£lations that no inquiiy would 
be made into their right. In (hort, an entire reformation wants to 
be made, fooner or later, which if you flionld not have done now, I 
would recommend its taking place in Aprit next, when the Poonea is 
made, and the value of each Purgunn'ab Is flxed, or is loon as you 
think it will be {poft coxiiiffent with tha plan of government you are 
delirous of fotmii^. • * * ‘ ' T 

** A regular and proper mode once fixed on> and men of activity, 
fteadinefr, 

•* tions, who 
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, and integrity ^ployed^in the managdment of the collep- 
10 will pay a proper attention to the frontier provings, I 
am confident, that .the prowncc,^of Bah^r will then yield Vfefy little 
ihort of one crore of rupees*. The^ja^ueers and charity-lands ftand at 
the old rents, or at what they |)aid many years ago. Tlicy ViffU ceth 
** taiofy no'tu produce doubler the aytouQtt, aqd in point of right, the lur- 
plus, whatever it may be, exceedin&the amount which the lunnud4 

* ^ m ^ « inticle 
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intieie the propflctort ta, ou^iiiflte W brought tojtlie 'cifedre 
** Cqmpiny. Befbre I have done with thb fubje^i it wBMie nectfl^y 
** tp inention,^'thaf'She€ab!xrf, as^mng's D^wah, has thedtpartmeMt'of 
' ** the Khalfiift’J* ; Ivlierein not oidy revenuei, toe ^ties aiwng to the 
*♦ govern/nent yearly, the amount not inconfiderable, onght to bfe 
** added to this account. T have applied not bnly to Jtraam al Dow- 
lah, but to die Patna Mutfeddeea, all of whom dedSne giving me 
any* account of the fame, refei^ing me to <Shetabiroy for them. As 
** tins gentleman is now in Calcutta,-you will be bed able to adjuft 
** this matter with him. * 

** Tlie duties artfing from the Punchuttrah.office at Murfficdabld, 
** only a few years ago, amounted to rupees 384,000. I find there is 
** now exiding Scarcely any thing more than the name. I have ac- 
** cordingly got Mahomed Reza Khawn, &c.’ to appoint a peribn of 
,** integrity and afiiduity to infpeA info the Daroga*l9 proceedings, and 
** keep an exaft account of the duties ariilng to the government, as Has 
been for many years eftabliihed. The like regulations I have deiired 
** might take place in the Tankfellf, where abufes appear equally 
** great. 

“■ I find it will be abfbhitely neccflary Ibme regulations (liould* be 
** fixed on for tlie government of the Chokeys all over the country, for 
“ which pnrpofe I have got Mahomed Reza Khawn to write to the 
<* Fowzdars and 2 ^mtndars of the different provinces, for an exafl; ac- 
♦* count of all the Chokeys nowyccpt up, that a proper arrangement 
•* may be made, and a few coniiderable ones eftablifhed in the moft 
** convenient parts of the country ; which will anfwer the purpofe 
^ much more efie^tualJiy than tlieVaperfluous number that do now exift, * 
“ which have in ibme dcgrefe only fbrved to fobvertffic true-intena for 
** which they were ordered, and throwing a number of difficulties in 
the way of trade in general. 

** Fraud and villainy appears to have been carried to lb great a 
height in every department, that I am no longer furprizcd that'die 
\* Kabobs of late»have been fo much in their governtnep^. 

•* A total change, by degrees, mui| be made ; 'an 3 it can only bS by 
** degrees brought about, without great difiurbance and murmuring 
** all over the country. I am exerting my utmoft endeavottrs for that 
*•*purpofe: but have to ftruggle wkh every difficulty that can be 
** thrown in my way by mintfeers, Mutfeddees, Congoes, &:c. and 

« their dependents. Yet with a proper ftipport from you, 1 make not 

/V. *• 

^ ' *Gco«aluds. 

•• the 
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the in time, but {Ihbll accomplUh your mofi langniihe 

ex|>e<n:acio^* p . . .. 

** B.e{»e(entad<Mis of late , have been made, to me by the 2emiudara 
of di^erent ViUages, .that the ]^g is fiating* Dawks,*' from Illa- 
** habad to this jdace and Calcutta; that it will be a veiy great 
** buithen to fhe inhabitants in many parts of the country, if tliey 
** arc under *a neocflity of fupporting them with tlie uiual necefik- 
ries, having alseady bodi the Company’s and the Nabob’s *Dawk.9 
** to provide for, and requeft they may be relieved from & heavy 
5‘ a grievance. 

** Inclofed I lend you a letter which I have received* from Captain 
** M*?bcrlbn, reprefrnting the hardihip he has laboured under hnee 
** his being ordered on, the Moradbaug eilablilhmept, in being de> 
“ prived the reediving of any batta, notwitbfranding a detachment 
** at Coilimbazarlias been allowed k. I requeft your Lordlliip, &c. 
** will take his cafe intoconfideration: and fihould it not be inconilficnc 
« wi|h the rules and regulations then efrabliflied, 1 deiire you will 
** order* him to receive at leaft batta, agreeably to what was al- 
** lowed the Co 0 imbazar detachment, as an hundred and t'wenty rupees 
^ bos been the only fum be has had to live on fmee his reftdence there, 

** I am, with great refjpefi, 

5* My Lord ^d Gentlemen, 

Your kioft obedient, humble frrvant, 
(Signed) « FRANCIS SYK?S.’» 

IM ^ Mootejil, the 31ft Oc- 
** tober 1765.^* 

* The Dawks, or Poftmeo, when employed by the Ktog, were ifopporttd bj the eouattiCl 
fhrodgh which ^ 

f A gwdoi of die Kahbfc’sl near 1^ dty of Morihedabld. 
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Copy of a Letter U^m'Francis Sykes, Eiqiiire, j^cHc^ent at the Durhav^ 
to the Secret Committee at Calcutta. Dated the 17th Nov. 1765. 

** To the Rlg^t Honourable Lord Clive, Preddent ?nd Governor* 
and the Gentlemen of the Sele^ Commltteo. 

. I ta 

** My Loro and Gentlemen* 

** Your Lordfhip’s* &c. favours of the 5th and 7th inflant I Jjavt 
“ received. 

“ Inclofcd I.lend you an account of the revenues, as concluded 
** on with the Fowzdars, Zemindars, &c. for the prelent year 1765^ 
*t amounting to 16,029,016—10—2 rupees, charges included; with an 
account of what has been already collefted, how it has been dif* 
** burled to the laft of Rubby al scLny, or the r 6tli October, in ojjder that 
** you may have a true and exaft ftate of adairs of this province to that 
“ time; and (hall*, from henceforward fend you a monthly treafury ao 
** count, chat you may be acquainted regularly with the ftate of the 
“ treafury here. 

“ On my arrival here, I found that the revenues ariilng from the 
** diifcrenc provinces and purgumiahs which compofe Bengal had been* 
“ rated, though not finally conelVded with the difterent officers of the 
“ government. In examining into this bufinels,, and by comparing. 
“ the value of the difterent diftri^ of the country with what they were 
** rated at in Allaverdy Khawn’s time, Serajah al DowhtVs,. Meer 
“ Jaffier’s, &c. I found many fell greatly (hort of what they had pro* 
** duced, taking the medium of foveral years» I therefore defired that 
this important matter might be reconfidered; and a fiber a few days ab- 
“ tendon to this particulai', I have tlie (atisfadion to inclofo you a ftate* 
** ment, which, I make no doubt, will meet with your approbation.. Ibb 
,;‘. this.*agreement I have aimed at a certain equitable .and. juft valuation 
* ** between the proprietor and the tenant, withdut fubjeding ourielVes. 
** to any juft imputation of (everity: and though 1 do not find that 
'<* Bengal alone ever produced to the Nabob th£'amount as appears by* 
'** thetieat balance, except in the time of Coftiqi Ally Kliawn» yet I am 
** confident, with good management, we may reafonably exped am 
^ increafe, without the leaft oppreffion to the frrmei'S or tenants. Som^ 
Z degcco- 
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“ degree oF rigour may be nccdFary this.year, to roufe the^l^mindars 
“ and coUedors '^om that lethargy which they have been in, and con- 
** vincc them we are determined tp put a ftpp to the fcand^ous prac- 
tices fo frequently committed all. Over Jndw, and that the ivdtfare of 
** the Nabob and our employers is our objeSt, by receivin^^jbe jitjl revenues 
due to the governm^nti, 

“ Ifliall ejfcert myfelf, to the. utmofl: of my power, to have the full 
** amount of rppees, 15,004,887~27-5 regularly and. properly col- 

41 Icfted. Fifty lacksfof which I flatter myfelf I flisdl have ii\ the trea- 
** fury by the iith of February, which includes the December pay- 
** ments; as, by an c^labliflietl cuftom, a month’s credit is always 
•• given. Should it fo happen that I am difappointed in my expe<fta- 
tiqns, I requeft your Lprdlhip, &c. will not impute it to any neg- 
“ left, or fault on my part, but to the confequence of a number of 
“ circumflances' entirely independent of me, which a buiinefs of this 
“ nature is ever liable to. I moft heartily wifli fome method could bb 
“ .tajten to prevent the gentlemen, civil, as well as military, from lend- 
** ing for the different officers * of the government on every frivolous 
“ pretence, by which the collcftions arc greatly impeded,; and owing 
** to the diflance fuch circumflances happen from xfie, I And it a mofl 
“ difficult matter to be a proper judge, whether they are afting in 
** virtue of their flation, or in open violence to your orders. 

“ The expences of mohurrees, pikes, lervants, bnrkandazes, roads, 
** charity, with other contingent ^itides attending the coUeftionSj, 
“ amo'unting to rupees 1,024,129—Vi—y, are large and enormous, not- 
** widiflanding I have retrenched tnem above one half. Yet I cannot 
“ with any propriety attempt to reduce them lower this year, parti- 
cularly as the minifters declare they arc not only reafonable, but in- 
difpenfably ncccffary4 However, as I get a greater inflght into the 
** nature of thelc charges, and the collections in general, I fliall be 
** better able to judge what are fuperfluous, and what not fo: and 
every regulation and plan of ceconomy, in order to reduce this ar- 
" ticle, fliall always^jcagcrly be embraced and forwarded toyourLprd- 
{hip, &c. as expeditioufly as poflible. * * • 

* Tliis atlades to a practice very comaion, of Englifli geotfemen, who) (raffing tip the asoatt^, 
feoding to the Zemiodan (Qf proTUloos aod Bearefs for their palaoqiieent, &c. the anoaot 
which the Zem't.dar inferted among the charges of the collcAioo, or elle levied it upon )he,ryoti, 
or ftrmers. In ancient times the Emperor’s officers were always fo complimented when Iravelliog, 
by the Zenundars, on the road. Since the Englifh Company became the Sovereigns, riieir fervants, 
civil aod military, have been looked on in the fame light, and beiig very numerous, the frequency 
«f fuch apjdiatloos was become tronhkfbme and oppreflire. 

Youjf 


c 
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** Your Lord{hip» dtc. will ^ferve m the account jof revenues, a 
number of purgunnahs which have no charges annexed to them* This 
** is owin^ to the 2>minc|ar lettihg'tliem on a .leafe for three or four. 
J ** .years-; and^theexp^nces which are allowed undbr the ;head of Nan- 
• car, dec. by agaeement, is given up to the Zemindar, and the tenant 
is' to have, for his profits, whatever he can CoHelt aboyc the fum fti- 
** pulaced to' be paid to government. By this means it will always he 


** .difficult to obtain the tme Value of the lands, and kU an evil'which 
muft be*re£tified. I . - 


** I have fupplied die fa^ories of Coffimbazar and Dacca with cafli 
** for the.ufe of their inveftments, agreeable toyourLordfhip’s, &c. or¬ 
ders ; the former with three lack of iiccas rupees, and the latter with 
“ one of arcots ;• ;^nd to-morrow morning (hall lend you down,, under 
** the care of a party of feapoys, fix lacks. ' . ‘ 

I have had much difficulty in procuring an account of the receipts 
***and diiburiements made this year, and delayed (ending you the 
** account of the revenues, in expedation of forwarding you this at 
** the fame time: but though I have now drawn it out, I fiud fi/many 
articles neceilary to be explained, and (b many inaccuracies appeal^ 

** ing, that I am (till obliged to pofipone forwarding it, till it can be 
** thrown into a form which will meet with your approbation. 

** Furrock-Baug, one of the Nabob’s garden-houies, being gready 
** out of repair, and one of the rooms already fallen in, the mihiften ^ 
** would be glad of your permifton to ky out a (mall (hni of money on that 
building, to prevent its becomin^n entire ruin. 


I am. 


with the greateft refpe^, 

" My Lord and Gentlemen, 


MootejU, the 17th 
/ ** Nov. 1765.*’. 


** Your moft humble fervant, 

(Signed) • " F. SYKES.** 


T 
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Copy of a Lett^ ifcnin the lUght Honourable Robert Lbrd Clive tct 

the Dire^ors o£ the Eaft India Company* Dated, Berkdiw-iquareL 

the a^rth April f7$4. . ‘ ‘ 

• 

To the Honourable the Court of IMre^on for affsdrsof the United 

Company oftMerchanta of England, trading to the Eafi Indies. 

Gentlemen^ • 

In obedience to your ttmnnands, I now tranfmit the purport of 
** what I had the honour to reprefont to you by worjl of moudi at the 
“ laft Court of Diredlors, with fome other particulars which (Upped- 
memory at that time. 

“ Having taken into confideration your letter fent me by the (ecre- 
‘taiy, as alfo tlie requeftof the General Court of Proprietors, I think 
V ni]^(elf bound in honour to accept of tlie charge of your alFairs in 
Seogai, provided you wiH co-operate wkh aqd alfift me in fuch man- 
^ nor, that Imay be aMe to anforer the expe^ations and intentions of 
** the General Court. 

^As ^an Indcvidual, I ca« have no temptation to undertake this ar- 
duons talk; and nothing btttthe delire I have to be ulefol to my 
•* country, and to manifell; nay gr/titude to this Company, could make 
me embark in this forvice, 'att/nded as it is with fo many inconve- 
niencies to n^felf and to my family. Fcannot avoid lacknowledg-^ 
ing, that I quit my native country with fome degi'ee of regret and 
•* diffidence, on leaving bdund me (as I certainly do) a very divided 
“ and diftra£led.dire£lion, at a time when unanimity is more than ever 
** requiiite for the carrying into execotioiaL (uch plans as are abfolutely 
•* ncceflary to ihe well-being of the Company. 

** I (hall now enter jnto n (hor^ difcuflion of your political, com- 
** mercial, and^ mHitaiy affairs in Bengal, without (earching- into the 
.caufes of the unhappy revolution in favour of CSoilim Ally KhaW^i. 

** I fliall only remark, that if the fame plan of politics bad been pf r- 
fued after he wa^ placed on the tltrone, as that which I had obferv^d 
** towards his predeceftbr, he might with great eafe have ceradined 
•f there to this day, Without having it in his power to injure either him- 
“ folf or the Company in the manner he has lately done. 


** Indeed 



' A P P g D I 

“ Indeed IMEr. Vanfittart’s ideas in politics have differed Ib widely 
** from mii^r, that eicber the one'or the odier nmil IsavS been, totally iri 
the wron^. Soon a^ec *Ccffliixi Ally Khswn waf raU^-to his new' 
•“ dignity, he Ivas fufFered to retire'to a very great dinance fifom his' 
V capital, that ouP influence be felt and dreaded as little as pof- 

f}ble fay hini* * Ha was (Idfeced to diflnils all thole old* i>fficera who 
“ had any ’conne^iion with, or dependence upon ns; and what was 
** Che wor(| of all, our failhfnl friend and ally, R^nal^tnr die Nabob- 
** of Patna, was given up r the dtwfirine of the Snbah’s independency 
•* was adopted,, and every method was put in pra^ice to conflcm him 
** in it. We need not leek for other cauies of the war, for it is now 
** fl>me time chat things have been earned to foch lengths abroad, that 
** either the prinoes of the country muft in a great measure be depend* 
** ent on us, or ure totally fl> on them. ^ 

** That the pubKc and continued dilapprobatlon of Coflim AllyS ad* 
“ vancement to the government, exprefled hy the gentlemen of Cal* 
** cutta, increaled the Nabob’s jealouiies, is moll true ; and chat jit dras 
** the duty of every one, a&er the revolution was once elfeifl:^, tw 
** concur heartily in every mealiire to llipport it, cannot be denied. 
** It is likewijc true, that the encroachments made upon the Nabob*t 
** preferiptive rights by the Governor and Council, and the reft of the 
** fervants trading in the articles of fait, beetle, and tobacco, together 
** with the power given by Mr. Vanfltcaft to fbbjedl our gomaflah^ or 
** agents, to the junfdiftionand lnlw£Hoti of the country government, 
** all concurred to haften and bring \ the late troubles ,* but ftili the 
** ground-work of the whole was theJNfabob’s independency. It is im* 
** polGble to rely upon the moderation and juftice of muflulmen. Stri^ 
** and impardad jullice (hould ever be obferved, but let that juftice 
** come from ourlelvcs. The trading therefore in fait, beetle, and te- 
hacco, having been one caufe of the prefent difputes, / hope thefe articles 
** will be reftoted to the Nabob, and your fervants abfoluteiy forbid to trade 
** in them. This will be ftriking at the t oot of the evil, 

.".The prohibitiont)f duftucks to your junior fdrWuits will, I hope, 
** tend to reftore that ceconomy which is lb necclfilry in your Icrvice t 
** tndeed if Tome method be not thought of, and yqtir Council do not 
"^heartily co-operate with your Crovernor to pre'^ent the fudden acquit 
" pilbn \f fortunes, which have taken place of late, the Company’s af- 
fairs muft greatly fwffcr. • What power it may be proper to inveft me 
" with, to repiedy diole great and growing evils, will merit your /erious^ 
" conlideration. jls a means to alleviate, in feme meafurc, the dil^ 

" fatisfa^lion that fuch reftridions upon the commercial advantages of 

T 2 * “ your 
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** your fcrvanu may occalion in them, it is my fuH intention not to en» 

** gtige in any kihd of trade myfelf ; fo that they will divide ai^ongft them 
“ what nfed to. be^e govcrn6r*s portion of commercial s^dvantages,, 
“ which was always veiy confiderable. * * 

** As my experiepce in military matters hath arifth from.many years 
praftice, ^hope what I have to lay before you on this Ihbje^^, will have' 
“ that attention paid to it which I ardently wifti it may, for the good of the 
“ Company. T would propolb that you (hould always have^ in Benghl, 

** four, or at leaft three thoiifand Europeans, to confift of three bat- 
talions of fcven hundred each; four companies of jyrtillery, of one 
** hundred each, and five hundred lightdiorfe. Your forces have done 
** great tilings, and gained great honour, but much is ftill wanting to 
<< bring them to that due obedience and fubordinat^on which is con- 
“ iiflcnt with che true intereft of the fervicc. * "Whilft lb many of his 
<* Majefty’s forces were abroad, and fo few of your own, two or three 
field officers in your fcrvice might anfwer the purpofc. But now 
fliaj his Majefty’s troops are recalled, you ftiould immediately endea- 
** vour to lupply the deftdency. I’ would therefore recommend the 
** appointing three field officers to tvety battalion, a Colonel, Lieu- 
** tenant-colonel, and Major; and the officers I would chufe to com- 
** mand the battalions, (hould be Major Carnac, Captain Richard Smith, 

** and Major Prefton. You have already done juftice to Major Carnac’s 
« charadler, by reinftating him in the command of your forces in Ben- 
** gal, and by acknowledging his Arvices ,in the moft public manner. 

** This gentleman will, 1 flatter n^felf^ ftand as high in your efteem as 
Brigadier General Callaud, an^l wiU, I* hope, have the fame rank 
** and appointments. The military merits of the other two gentlemen 
•* you are likewifo well acquainted with, having both received from 
« the Court marks of approbation for their diftinguKlied fcrvices. To 
•* command your artillery, I would recommend Sir Robert Barker; 

*< whofe abilities in that department have been exceeded by no officer * 
** that ever was in your fovice. Your foapoys are already commanded 
by Major Knpx^,^ Vhofe merits I could wifli to 4 iave rewarded with-a 
** Licteiiant-coloncWs commiffion. Your horfe, when railed, lhoi|i^ 

“ be commanded by a Lieutenant-colonel, or Majors I have very ftroli^ 

« reafons to wifli thb idea of reginiehttng your troops may take place; 

** for without fuch a fubordination I fliall not be able to enforfce'^your 
orders for the redu^ion of your military expcnccs ; which have been 
** a bonftant dead weight, and have fwallowed up your revenues. 

♦* I could wifli, that whatever emoluments are unavoidable may fall 
to thofo few, who by having been long, arc high in your fervicc, 

“ whether 
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** whether civil or military. Thjia will the eitpence {carce felt by the 
** Comoany, in comparifon to wha*t it is at prdeni*, when for want of 
due lubordination every one thinks hidifelf entitled to etcry advan- 
.tagef and ihe juniors in your fcrvice will be'eitcfted to exert them- 
<* fclves^ from.»a certain knowlege that appllcs^ion and abilities only 
“ can reftore them to their native country,, with ibrl^nes honourably 
’<« acquired. 

• “ Before 1 leave the fubjeft of military affaiire, I {hall take the liberty 
** to rebommend to your confideradon my icmaa concerning the prc- 
** fent method of levying your troops in England. It is certain, at 
« prefent, tliis branch is very irregularly conducted, little regard is 
** had to the choice of the men; they arrive in India undifciplin^, and 
** in cafe of fiydden emergencies, which may require a number to be ira- 
“ mediately diipatched to India, there are, none reajly to lend ; for al- 

• ** though this has fortunately not been the cafe tince the con elution of 
** the peace, the facility of getting men has arifen from the numbers 
** lately ditinilfed from his Majefty^s fervice, but the fame diiEculties as 
« ever will very Ihortly commence again, as loon as thefe dlfbanded 
“ troops have betaken themfelves to other employments. I would 

therefore fuggeft, that the Company timuld apply to his Majefty for 
** permiltion to maintain two battalions of 500 men each in England: 

of which the whole, or any part, with the proper officers^ may be 
** ready to be Hupped at a moment’s warning. Juftice to the charad^er 
of two officers who have rendbred the Company moft important fer- 
** vices, alone induces me to rec^mend that you flioidd pay ^e com* 
pliment of the command of the battalions to Colonel Coote and Co- 
“ lonel Ford. Although there inay appear at firft fight feme difficulties 
in the executive plan ; yet, as I do not doubt of the concurrence of 
“ the adminiftration to any propolals clicntially neceflary to theCoiu- 
** pany’s intereti, 1 imagine they will give their affitiaiice to ib felutary 
a meafure. 

“ The heart-burnings and difputes which feem to have fpread and 
“ over-run your Settlement of Calcutta, arofe, I*Biuch fear, originally 
’ *'* frm pur appointment of Mr, Vanfittart to the government of Bengal 
\ “ front another fettlementf although his promotion was the effc^ of 
** my recommendation. The •appointment therefore of Mr. Spencer 
from Bombay can only tend to inflame thefe dijfenfionst and to deftroy all 
thofc advantages which the Company can dniy expeft to reap from 
« harmony and unanimity amongft their fervants abroad. The refigna- 
‘f tions of MefT. Verelft, Cartier, and many others of the fenior fervants, 

• “which; 
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** which muft be ^he conliequenee of',Mf. Spenoeff’s ap|>oititiiieiit, wltl 
** deprive me of thole very gentlenafen on, whofe alltllanc^ 1 de||jp»d for 
** re*eftablilhing your^atfsars in BengaL Mr. Soiuner has alre^y cdme 
** under your confiderkion, as a fit per^nito fuceeed Mr.<VaiifitcarC'^ 
** and on my being propofed to take upon me the govec’Qfiien^ has de- 
** fired to accompany as lecoud in council. In juftice to Mr. Sum- 
** ner’s merit, i muft fay, that I think him a very capable fervant of the' 
“ Company’s, and^one who I am perfuaded will co-operate with me,« 
*** to the utmoft of his a&ilities, for the good of the lervice. Ncfr would 
** 1 wUh him to go abroad with me, were I not convinqedf 1 Ihould be 
** able to place him in that degree of confidence and goodrwill with 
“ Jafiier Ally Khawn as will certainly be neceifary in a pcrfon defined 
** to be my fiiccefibr. 

** I hope, befi^e | conclude, you will be perfuaded that I can have 
** ne.interejied views in going ahead* I do not mean to rafleft on thofe. 
“ who thought proper to reward and difiinguilh Mr. Vanfittart fo re- 
** mai^ably, by adding to the ufiial allowances of the Governor two 
** and aif half per cent, upon the Company’s territorial pofieflions, which 
** made the whole of his appointments more than 20,oool. a year. I 
** (hall only lay, / think Juch appointments too great a burthen on the 
** Companfs ejiate; and leave it to you, gentlemen, to make me what- 
*.* ever allowance you may think conliftent with my ftation. 

** I need not repeat the nature of ray pretenfions to the jaguecr; the 
** late revolutions in favour of Meer laffier» and the inftruSions I have 
** fent fo m-j attornies, in conleque»<p of your Hopping it, will, I mak'e 
** not the leaf! doubt, be the means m having it confirmed to hie in the 
** ftrongell manner that the cuftoma *of India will admit, and the laws 
** of England require. But as there would be a very great impropriety 
** in my going abroad in the Company’s i^rvicc, with a law-fuit of tliis 
** conlcquence depending between us, allow me to liiggell: to you the 
** expediency of referring the matter to a General Court of Proprictors> 
** with, die propolal I now make. * 

** That 1 {hall enj^ my jagueer for ten years, ]irovided the Cdm- 
pany lliall remain Iq long in pollefiion of tholb lands of whicli the 
** jagueer is the quit-rent; and, provided I Ihould five fo long^- at the 
** end of ten years, di^at my death,, if that Ihould i^i^pen firfi, my 
** right and title to the jagueer Ihall ceajfe; and, on my arrival in Ip^ 
dia, I Ihall ufe my utmoft endeavours with the Nabob to fccure the 
“ reverfion of it to the Company, Ihouki my death happen early in 
** tills ibrvice. I fubmit to the confide^ation of the Ifireflors and Pro- 
. Z ‘ “ prictors 
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pttetors (but do not itdift npon^ it) wh^hdr k cyuinot be continiieci* 
to ny heirs for five years. * * • 

I* I have, the honour'to be^ • 

Gentlemen^ 

** Your moft obectient, humt>le lervant^ 

(Sfened) « CLIVE**^ 


, “ ISerkeiey'fquarer 

»* aytlf April 1764.'^ 
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Copy of the Contra^ entered into by Harry Vcrelft, Eiquire, Super- 
vifor of Burdwan, and the Junior Servants of that Factory, with 
tlie Committee of 'tfade at Calcutta j whereby they engage^to*deIaver 
to the Committee all the iak produced in that province* 

** This Indenture* made the day of In the 

fifth year of the reign of* &c. and in the year of our Lord one thoufand 
feven hundred and fixty-five, between William Brightwell Sumnfr, Harry 
Verelflt Ralph Leycefiet, and Geotge Qtay of Calcutta In the kingdom^F 
Bengal, in the Indies* Enquires* being a •Committee duly autho¬ 
rized* conftituted* and appoints by the Proprietors intitledf\to the 
exclulive*joiut trade of fak in the faid kingdom pf Bengal* for the ma¬ 
naging and carrying on the faid excluiive Joint trade, cf the one'part f 
and the faid Harry Vereljl and James Lawrell^ Henry Go^diuin and James 
^iburneroi Calcutta aforefaid* gentlemen*. the other part. Whereas 
in and by a certain deed* or inilrumenc in writing, faring date the 

^8th Day of September 1765* and made* or mentioned to be made*, 
between the faid proprietors to the find exclusive trade on the one 
part*^ and the frid William Brightwell Sumner;•Harry VercMt*. Ralph 

• Leycefter, and George Gray on the other plrt*,th©y^ the laid proprie¬ 
tors* did give and grant unto them the laid William BrightweU Suinner*. 

• Harry Verelfi* Kalph Leyceller; ond George Gray* and their fiicceflbrs, 

powor and law&l authority to bind themfeives jointly with them, 
the faid proprietors* and their fuocdlbrs* tb&ir heirs* executors* and 
adminiftrators* for the doing* making, executing* and performing of 
any contra^* or agreement iu writing* refpe^ing the condud:ing and 
managing the faid excluiive joint teude and merchandize. An-d w h e r£as> 
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diey the faid Harry Vcrelft, JamwXawrell," Henry'Goodwin/and Jaftl(^s 
Alhbiiriier, upon ^lietr application and requeft, have obtained liberty 
and licence from the li^id Committee <0 work^dte c^laries (br ialt^pana) 
in the province of^ Btirdwah, in the kingdom of Bengal^afdref^d, and 
to make fait there for<thej:r own benefits ’and concemdv—but fubje^l: to 
fiich duties and fraxes as the Prefident and Council of Fort-William, or 
tiic Committee of Lands by them appointed, fliall from time to time 
think fit to impofe.*' N9W this Indenture Witnesseth, that for and* 
in confideration of the covenants and agreements herein after referved 
and contained, and which by the laid Harry Verelft, James Lawrell, Henry 
Goodwin, and James Alhburner, their executors and a^miniftrators, 
on their parts and behalves, are, or ought to be done, performed, ful¬ 
filled, and kept, they the faid William Brightwdl Sumner, Harry 
Verelft, Ralph Leycefter, and George Gray, conftituting a committee 
as afbrelaid, in virtue of all and every the powers and authorities to* 
them delegated, and enabling them on that behalf, and divers other 
good (Saules and valuable confiderations thereunto moving* they the faid 
Harry Verelft, James Lawrell, Henry Goodwin, and James A^burner, 
do hereby, for themfelves, their heirs, executors, and adminiftrators, co¬ 
venant, proraile, and agree to and'with the faid Committee, that they 
the faid Harry Verelft, James Lawrell, Henry Goodwin, and James Alh¬ 
burner, .(hall life their utmoft 'endeavours, esu’e, diligence, and expe¬ 
dition in managing, conducting, and carrying on the laid trade, or 
bufineftof making ialt in the province afore^d: and that they the laid 
Harry/verelft, Janies Lawrell, Henry Goodwin, and James Alhburner, 
their heirs, executors, and adminiftrators, lhaU deliver, or caule to be 
delivered, all the fait by them the Vaid Harry Verelft, James Lawrelf, 
Henry Goodwin, and James Alhburner, made, or that lhall hereafter, to 
the 31ft of Auguft 1766, be made in the proidnce of Burdwan afbre- 
faid, to be delivered into the golahs at Safiuttea and Sampore, villages 
in the purgunnah of Mundleghatt, to the laid Committee, and their. 
llicceflbrs, or their agent or agents duly authorized and appointed by 
them to receive the (atne, from time to time during»the courle of the 
fealbn, whole receipt fihalV be a liifficient indemnification to the faiil 
Harry Verelft, James Lawrell, Henry Goodwin, and Jgmes Alhburner,. 
their executors and a^iniftrators, fot^lb much lalt as lhall be lb deli- ^ 
vered as aforefaid: or if afterwards the laid committee lhall lb thin^ 
proper, the lame lhall be by them the laid Harry Verelft, James Law¬ 
rell, Henry Goodwin, and James Alhburner, or their heirs, executors, 
or adminiftrators, tranfported to the markets of Omtah and Guttaul^ 
there to be delivered^o fuch perfon 6r perlbns as lhall be appointed to 

receive 
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receive the^ame; they, thefaid Committee,* allowing and paying t>nt^ 
the faicl Harry Vcrelft, James Lawrell, Henry and James A%* 

burner, )nd» their executors or adminiftrators, the reatbnable charges 
whicMThiAll attgid tRe tranrporting the fame, acbord(ng to a Juit: elH- 
mate to be made|thereof, together with an equitable allowance for rUk: 
and that the faid fait (hall be delivered into^tfiie jgolahs, at SaP 
ihttea and Sampore, or be tranfported to the faid markets of Omtah 
and Gnttaul, as aforelaid, on or before the day of Anguft 1766* 
And that?they thefaid Harry Verelft, JamesLawfell, Henry Goodwin, 
and James Afliburner, their executors or admiiiidrators, Ihall and will 
well and truljf bear, pay, and fuftain all and all manner of duties and 
taxes that have been and now arc accuftomed to be paid for or on ac* 
count of the United Eafl: India Company, and all charges, damages^ 
expences, demands, and impoiltions whatfoever thati^fhaU here^ter 
happen, arife, or accrue for, or by means or realon of the makino, 
delivering, and tranfporting the faid (alt Jn manner and form afore* 
faid (fave and except fuch rcalbnable cliai'ges as Qiall arile or accrue by 
reafon of tranfporting the faid fait to the markets aforelaid, which the 
faid Committee arc to bear, pay, and fuftain) or on them the laid Wil¬ 
liam Brightwell Sumner, Harry Verelft, Ralph Leycefter, and George 
Gray, or any other perlbn or perfons in refpeft thereof; and alfo lave 
and except fuch freQi taxes and duties which (hall hereafter be taxed, 
or laid upon the faid callaries, more than what are now accuftomed ^ 
be paid to, for, or on account of the faid United Eaft India Company 
aforefald, which the faid Commlt^e are from time to time lO and 
difeharge *uiito them the faid Harry Verelft, James LawreU, Henry 
Goodwin, and James Aftiburner, *their executors and adminiftrators# 
And that they the faid Harry Verelft, James LawreU, Henry Goodwin, 
and James Afhburner, their exeemors and adminiftrators, (hall not nor 
will, at any time during the ^id terin, fell, fend, or difpofe of any 
^j^antity of fait whatfbever to be made at die callaries aforefald, to any 
perfoii or perfons whatfoever; but fhall and will deliver all fuch fait 
prodqced or to be«produced from the callaries in><he faid province of 
Burdwan, or tranfport the fame, if required 2s aforefald, as clear, pure, 
and in as good order and condition as collefled from the fait pans, at the 
'eftablifhed weight, for the whole,* or rate of eighty-two jlcca weight per 
t and forty fuch leers per maund, with the cuftomary and ufiial al¬ 
lowances on weighing of iait at the faid callarie*s, to fuch perfbn or per¬ 
fons, and at fuch places*as are herein before-mentioned. And thefaid 
William Brightwell Sumner, Harry Verelft, Ralph Leycefter, and George 
Gray, confUtuting, Acc. do hereby toi tliemfelves, and ft r them tf '- ^“lid 

U 


t i 
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^ proprietors intitled to the faid cxdlifive joint tracle, ant/*their fuc-* 
eedbrs, jointly c<?ven^nt, promife^^ and agree to and with t.ife faid Harry 
Verelft, James LtAvrelli Henry Goodwin, and James Al|ibin;;3er, their 
heirs, executors, * and.admihiftrators, that they the iaid .IWght- 

well Sumner, Harry Verelft, Ralph Leycefter, and Ge6rg'b CVay, md 
the faid proprietors j^ld their fucceflbrs, iliall pay oi*^life t.o be paid 
unto them th'»*^^id Harry Verelft, James Lawrell, Hdnry Goodwin, 
and James Afliburner, their heirs, executors, or adminiftrators, for 
every one hundreB ma^nds of fait, lb to be delivered into the golah*^ 
at Saftlutea and Sampore, or to be tranlported in manner and form afore- 
laid, the film of Jeventy-five ficca rupees^ of good and l^iwful money, 
to be accounted and calculated at and after the rate of llxteen per cent, 
batta, in fbch manner and form, at fuch times, and in fiich propor¬ 
tions as herein after-mentioned ; that is to lay, the Him of fix fixteentli 
parts of rile nrem^y to be advanced unto them the laid Harry Verelft, 
J^pits Lawrell, Henry Goodwin, and James Afliburner, for the quam 
tity of fait to be delivered according to the true intent and meaning 
hereoT, ,thc lame to be payable and paid in and before the expiration 
t)f the month of September now next enfuing the date hereof: and the 
further fum of fix fixteenth parts thereof to be payable, and paid in and 
before the month of November following, and the remaining further 
fum of four fixteenth parts thereof, they the faid Harry Verelft, James 
Lawrell, Henry Goodwin, and James Afliburner, do hereby agree to 
take and accept of a bond from the faid Committee for the fame, bear-, 
ing date the 31ft day of January 17^6, and to be payable, and paid at 
the e/d dr expiration of iix calendar months from the dajte thereof^ 
with intereft at and after the rate of ten per cent, per annum; Pro¬ 
vided neverthelels, and it is hereby furriier agreed, by and between 
all the faid parties to thelc prefelits, and the true intent and meaning 
of them and of thefe prefents are, that in cafe the faid Harry Verelft, 
James LawrdI, Henry Goodwin, and James Alhburncr, their heirs, 
executors, or adminiftrators, Ihould not deliver, or caule to be deft-*' 
vered into the faid golahs at SalTuttea and Sampore, or tranfport, or 
caule to be tranlporfi?d m the laid markets of Omtifli and Guttaul, in, 
manner and form aforefaid, a quantity of fait equal in value to the fe- * 
veral fums or dated payments fo to be advanced them .as aforefaid, that ^ 
then and in that cafe,*the Paid'Harry*Verelft, James Lawrell, Henry 
'Goodwin, and James Afliburner, do hereby for riiemfelves, their beif.., 
'executors, and adminiftrators, covenant, promife, and agree to and 
with the faid Committee and their fuccelTors, that they the faid Harry 
Verelft, James Lawrell, Henry Goodwin* and James Afliburner, their 

* heii's^ 
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heir5» esecil^jpfs, and adminiftratin’s,.(hail and will r^pay^ or caufe to 
be rcpi^iid^untf tlieni the faid William Brightwell Sumficr, Hai^y Vcrcift, 
RalpUiey«dl:er, an^ George Gray, or their fucpeflq|’s, all fiicli over- 
plu^mn/or ftniis of money as fliall appear to remain due upon balance 
of the faid,adv&gles, or Hated payments fo to as aforefaid, to- 

, gether with intereft for the famc» at and afrcr'the rat^%f fen per cent, 
per annum, from the time the faid money (hall be fo advanced them as 
aforefaicl. And that they the faid Committee aod their fucceflbrs, and 
the faid proprietors and their fiiccc/lbrs, fliall and will, during the term 
aforefaid, project them the faid Harry VerelH, James Lawrell, Henry 
Goodwin, and James Afliburner, their heirs, executors, and admini- 
ftrators in the preniifcs, and properly and juftly procure fit redrefs for 
all fneh grievatiQos and complaints by them or any of them to be made 
to the faid William Brightwell Sumner# Harry Verelft,* BSlph Leyceller, 
aaid George Gray, conftituting a committee as aforefaid, through 'tire 
chinnel of their fccretary for the time being, as the nature of the cafo 
fliall or may recyiire. And in cale of any frcfli duty, or tax, to te by 
the authority of the Prefident and Council-of Fort-William aforefaid, 
taxed, charged, or impofed upon the faid herein before-mentioned cal- 
larics, during the faid term, and which are not now charged upon the 
fame, they the laid William Brightwell Sumner, Harry Verelft, Ralph 
Leycefter, and George Gray, and the fiiid proprietors and their fuc- 
ceflbrs, their executors and adminiftrators, fliall bear, pay, and fuflaill 
fuch frcfli duty and tax out of their own joint flock j and the faid Jfai^ry 
Verelft, James Lawrell, Henry Goodwin, and James Afliburner doipere- 
by for themfelves, their heirs, exceptors, and adminiftrators, covenant, 
proniile, and agree to-and with the faid Committee and their fucceflbrs, 
that they tlie faid Harry Verelft, James Lawrell, Henry Goodwin, and 
James Afliburner, fliall and will keep, or caule to be kept, true and 
faithful accounts of all debts and monies which fliall fi’om time to time 

• li-fow due, or become owing to them from the Molunguccs employed in 
making of fait in the faid callaries; and for the more full and clear evi- 

• dencing and dlfcov^ring thereof, fliall and will cKliver unto the faid 
iComniittec, at the end of the faid term of one ye«r, true copies of all 
fych accounts as aforefaid, and that in confideration of the money to 
be advanced by the faid Commitlee to the faid Harry Verelft, James 
Ld*VrcH, Henry Goodwin, and James Aflibnrnei;, their executors or ad¬ 
miniftrators, they the faid Hariy Verelft, James Lawrell, Heny Good¬ 
win, and James Afliburner, fliall run the foie rifk of all loflcs, bad 
debts, and balances that fliall become due, and owing unto them, • on 
account thereof j and in order to preferve a proper authoiity to the faid 

U 2 Committee 
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Committee over the l^oluogpees em^yed io making of the pro¬ 
vince aforefaid, ihey the (aid Harry VereJfeft, Janies Lawrell^ Henry 
Goodwin 7 'and ja^naes Afliburner, fhall and do hereby and 

releale all their cl&im,* demands, right, title, intereft, and preipeKy to 
all ilich bad debts ati(;l^balances as fliall become due tf them from the, 
laid Molungvi?^SM«dt any time or times, from the day of the date hereof 
until the end or expiration of the faid term, which will be on die 3lit 
day of AuguCl 1766. And that in cale any tax or duty (hall hejreafterv, 
by the Prefident and Council afbreiaid, be .taken off, lellened', or abo- 
IKlicd, or otherwife the laid callaries being exempted fro'm the burthen 
tliercof, that the laid Harry Verclft, James Lawrell, Henry Goodwin, 
and James Afliburner, their executors and adminldrators, (liall and will, 
from time to time, make fuch proportionable allowance, or credit the 
laid Coiiimittec^hd their fuccellbrs, in account, for fo much money as 
Ihali be fo abated on account of any fuch taxes and duties as aforefaidi 
And that in cale of any dilpute, variance, ftrife, doubt, or quedion 
ariHiig between them, the faid Harry Verclft, James J-awrell, Henry 
Goodwin, and James Alhburncr, their executors or adminidratprs, and 
any other perfon or perfons, relative to the conducing, or carrying on', 
or in aiiy-wile concerning their laid bulinels and concern, during the' 
laid term, at' or after the end or expiration thereof, or toudiing any 
covenant, grant, claule, word, matter, or thing herein contained, or 
ttie intent and meaning thereof, they the faid Harry Vereld, James 
LawTell, Henry Goodwin, and James AQiburner, for themlelves,. their 
ex^d^ora, and admlnidrators, do covenant and agree to and with the 
faid Committee and their fuccedbrs for the time being, that they the 
laid ‘Harry Vereld, James Lawrell,' Henry Goodwin, and James Afli¬ 
burner, their executors and admlnidrators, in liich cafe fliall from time 
to time, during the laid term, apply themfelves to, and lodge fuch their 
complaint with the fecretary of the faid Committee for the time being,- 
in order to lay the fame before the fold Committee, or before the cojU. 
le^or of the revenues of the Honourable tlie United Ead India Company 
^orelaid, as the cafo (liall nr may require, witliiu one month next after, 
any dich doubt, qued^n,' or controverfy (hall arife; that the faid Com- < 
mittee or fuck colle^L^ for the time being Ihall procqre the fame to be 
difeuded and deteroa^d within one month from the day dich com^* 
plaint (hall be lb lodged as aforelud; and wliatfoever end, order, 
determinatiem the laid Comouttee, or Inch colleffor as aforefaid, (liall 
within the time in that belialf aforefaid make, or procure to be made, 
between the faid Harry Vereld, Janies Lawrell, Henry Goodwin, and 
James Adiburner, their executors t>r adminidrators, and fuck other 

* party 
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party of» and about the pr^'^bar^ efti^^Pjtt thercofr they the 
faid Harry James Lawrelh Henry Goodwiiy and James Afli- 

burne^^ojjjle^ for themlelves, their es^outers and* admihiftrators* 
coveii^fjWpiiipjfe, ^d agree to and with the (aid Committee and their 
lUc^dors, and f^ch other party, to (land to, abide by, perform, and 
keep thd-lhinej."without any further fuit or trtfgflSSia ^atfea ver* And 
ic is lUlb hereby further covenanted and agreed by anopetween all thp- 
i^id parties to thefe prefents, that in cafe any difpute^ doubt, (Irife, or 
variance Oiould hereafter happen or ariie bctwedSn them, the f^d Harry 
Verelft, James LawrelJ, Henry Goodwin, and James Aihburner, their 
executors and adminiftrators, and the (kid Committee or their Aicceflbrs, 
or the faid proprietors and their fucceflbrs, or any of them, of, for* or 
concerning thefe^preicnts, or any covenant, grant, clau(e, matter, or 
thing herein contained, or the execution thereof, or anj^therwife con¬ 
cerning the faid trade or budneis of making fait as aforefaid, that (hen 
and in that cafe, the faid Committee and their fucceffprs, or die faid 
proprietors or their fuccefTors, and they the faid Harry VcreJft, .James. 
Lawrell, Henry Goodwin, and James Afliburncr, their .executdts or ad- 
minidrators, (liall, within two months after any fuch dilute, doubt, 
ftrife, or eontroverfy (hall .lb arife as aforefaid, appoint two iiidiiferent 
peribns as arbitrators, who are to decide and adjuft the fame withwi 
the fpace of one month next after their appointment as aforefaid ; and 
in cale the faid two arbitrators cannot fettle and determine (uch'diipute, 
then they the (aid arbitrators fliall appoint one other indi^erent peribii 
as umpire, who (liall fettle, decide, determine, and adjuft ^thc;^ (kmc' 
within the (pace of one month frobi his faid appointment as afotieiatd* 
And what(bevcr order, fentence, dr decree the (aid two arbitrators, op 
the faid umpire fo to be appointed as aforefaid, (hall within the Ugaited 
time aforefaid make in or about the premifes, or any part thereof, all 
they the (aid parties to thc^ pre(ents do hereby, for them/elves and their 
fitcceftbrs, their heirs, executors, and adminiftrators, and eaGlL,aii<£ 
every of them, covenant, promiie, and agree to (land to, abide >by». 
perform, fulhll, a(^d keep the fame accordingly,*;vldiout any ptber ^ 
further (bit or trouble what(bever. And., lastly, diey the isud 'ttstn^ 
Verelft, James Lawrell, Henry Goodwin, .am^bmes AQfourn^r, do, 
•hereby bind and*obUgc themfelves, their heirs,^xccutCMtSM^ asid admi** 
^rators jointly to the faid Committee and theiirihGceflbi^ for she tinifi* 
t!cing, in the penal fum of eighty tboufand rvpetSp for the tpae and foitlv- 
ful performing, fulftlling, obferving, an*d keeping all ami every thet 
covenants, grants, articl^, and agreements herein b^recontainedHandl 

• wJiichk 
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wliich by them arc oo^ught to .be4>ejifbrmed, fulfilled, oMrTcd, sttl'd 
kept as aforefaid*”r * 

' '■ InWitnefi, Ac.” 
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CoTY of a Deed of Aflignment, or Sale, whereby the Right Honour¬ 
able Robert herd Clive (clls to fimdry Gentlemen of fiic Council at 
Calcutta, Ills Five Shares in the public Monopoly of Salt, &c. and 
alfo his Share in a private Society, in Paunerfliip with William 
Brighivtell Sumtier, Harry Vcteljl, ixjxd Francis Sy^e'j, Elipiircs, for 
Thirty-two* thdufand Pounds Sterling. 

“ Know all men by thefe prelcnts, That whereas I Robert Lord 
Clive,* Baron Clive of Plalfey, in the kingdom of Ireland, Knight Com¬ 
panion of the Moft Noble Order of the Bath, and Prefidentand Governor 
of Fort-William in Bengal, in the Ealt Indies, am truly and juftly in- 
terefted in and entitled unto five fliarcs, or proportions, in the joint 
Rock in the trade of lalt, beeile-nut, and tobacco, produced or to be 
producefl within the provinces of Bengal, Bahar, and Orifla, in thcEaR 
Itidies aforefaid, and to all Rich profits, pi^^cteds, and advantages'.as 
(hall arife or accrue from the fame ; ^n» alfo ji.ftly entitled to one quar- 
ter-^ant, (fv fhare, of an advcnturei of fait in company with William 
BrighCwell Sumner, Harry Vcrelft, ^ and Francis Sykes, of Calcutta 
aforefaidr, Efquires, amounting, as per contrafV purchalcs, to /j 97,001 
niaunds of Calcutta, little more or lefs, now under the management and 
direction of the faid Harry Verelft; and likewife to one third part, or 
(hare, of an adventure of 40,000 maunds of I'alt, in company with Ge¬ 
neral John Carnac and the laid Harry Verelft, bought o^’ MclTrs. James 
Afliburner and William Majendie, to be delivered at Npw 

THESE PRESENTS )vrfNEss, that I the faid Robert iTord Clive, for and > 
in confideration of the^utn of thirtytwo thoufand pounds of lawful money 
of Great Britain, to in hand feveral perfbns, and in the, 

(everal fums, (hares, ' 6 x proportions hereafter mentioned, that is to^fan 
by the faid Harry Verelft, Francis Sykes, and Alexander Campbell, ot’ 
Cakutta aforefaid, EfqnIreS, the fuin of Soool* each, and by Claud 
Rufteli and Thomas Kelfall, of the (ame place, Efquires, the funi of* 
400Q 1 « each, the receipt of which faid (everal fums I do hereby ac- 
'' ' " knowledge, 
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knowledgq^ave afligned, translf^VpMlT^and'niaj^ over, and by thefe 
prefen^o^Egn,, transfer, and makfe over tinto the/aid Hariy Verelft, 
Fran gBTSy^g ^i ^ exandeg CampbeH, Claud Ruflellrtj^Thbriias Kel- 
fall^fflf^ydijtdrs,* adininiftrators, and afllgns, *all ahd' eycry the pro- 

, fitsr or advantages ariflng, or svhUh fh all or may arife or 

* accri^i^i^y ^forefaid five fliares or parts, ng~TiT^^m ftock In 

* trade of fklt, beetle-nut and tobacco, produced or to be produced in 

t]ic provinces aforefaid, for the term of two years, 'eommencing from 
the <lay of laft j^aflr. And aJlb all the profits, procecdv 

and advantages arifing, or wliich fliall or may arife or accrue on that 
faid one quarftr-part or (hare in the faid adventure of 497,001 Calcutta 
maiinds of fait, in company with the faid William Brightwell Sumner, 
Harry Verelll, and Francis Sykes; and likewife all the profits, proceeds, 
and advantages'arifing, or to arife on my faid one third-past or fliare in 
il;e laM adventure of 40,000 maunds of laJt, in comp'any with the faid 
John Carnac and Harry Verclll: as aforefaid, and all and every* part 
llicrcof; and alfo all the benefits, proceeds, and advantages afifing 
therefrom, and which now are, or at any time or times hereafter fliall 
become due or payable for the fame, and all my eftate, right, title, 
intcreft, claim, and demand whatfoever, of, in, or to the fame, or any 
part thereof, to have and to hold the faid profits, proceeds, and 
advantages ariling, or which fliall or may arife on my faid five, (hares 
or proportions of the faid joint flock in trade' of fait, bectle-nut and 
tobacco, produced or to be produced in the laid provinces, during the 
term of two years as aforefaid, uhto the (aid Harry Verelfl> Francis 
Sykes, AloKandcr Campbell, Claud^Ruflell, and Thomas Kelfall, \^iv 
executors, adminiftrators, and 'aflighs, to their own proper ufqWd*c| 
hoof for ever. And also to have and to hold all and every t\W ^^fits, 
proceeds, or advantages ariflng on my faid one quarter-part, or lhare, 
in the adventure of 497,001 maunds of faJt, in company with William 

^ Brightwell Sumner, Harry Verelfl, and Francis Sykes, as aforefaid j 

* and likewife all and every the profits, proceeds, and advantages ariflng 
on my faid one ihiijl part, or lliarc, in an adventuw of 40,000 maunds 
of flit,’ in company with the faid John Cafnac and Harry Verelft, 
’bought of James Aflibiirner and William MajendV as aforefaid; and 
ifll and every part and parcel thereof, unto di^faid I^rry Verelft, 
Fr.uibi? Sykes, Alexander Campbell, Claud Ruflell, and Thomas Kel- 
liffT,* their executors, adminiftrators, and aflignS, to their own proper 
ulc and behoof for ever. And I the faid Hobeit Lord Clive, for my 


executors and adminiftratora, do hei'eby covenant, grant, and agree 
to and with tlie faid Harry Verelft, •Franci.s Sykes, Alexander Campbell, 

* Claud 
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£l.aiiid RufleU, and Hama's KeK*<iiSiv IIkW executors, admlnjiS:?ators, and 
affigna, tliat thejr the fald Harry Verelft, Francis* S-fJ^s,\Ai:£hibaId 
Cain{>b^H, Cla^'i/Rtillcll,, and Thomas KelikH, thci/M'^'Hl^ip^ admi- 
iitftratorSy ami amgnsf, flxail and may, from time^ to ftmt, aa)l all 
Ctmes hereafter, lawfully, peaceably, and quietly ha’^e, Iioia, K ceive, 
take, andC'^^oY. <o tneie own proper wfe and’behoof, all pro¬ 

fits, proceeds, and adrantages arihng on my faid five fliares in the joint 
fiock in trade of felt, beetle-nut and tobacco, produced or to ‘be pro- 
' diiced in the laid provinces of Bengal, Bahar and Orlfla, for the term 
of two years as aforefaid. And alfo all the faid profits, proceeds, 
and advantages ariling on my faid one quarter-part, or lhare, in the 
faid adventure of 497,001 maunds of fait, in company with William 
Brigbtwcll Sumner, Harry Verelft, and Francis Sybes, as aforefaid. 
And likewift tho profits, proceeds, and advantages ariliug on my faid 
uns third-part, or lhare, in the laid adventure of 40,000 maunds vf 
fak, in company with General John Carnac and Harry Verelft, Elquires, 
ns aforelaid, and of all and every part and parcel thereof, without any 
lawful iet, luit, trouble, mokftation, or interruption of or by me the 
faid Robert Lord Clive, my executors or adminiftrators, or any other 
perlbn or pcrlbns whatlbever, lawfully claiming or to claim, by, from, 
or under me, them, or any of them, or by any or cither of our aifts, 
means,^ Or procurements. And the faid Robert Lord Clive doth 
hereby, for hixnlelf, his executors and adminiftrators, covenant, pro- 
nri(e, and agree to and with the laid Harry Verelft, &c. their execu¬ 
tors, ^tdtiiiniftrators, and afiigns, tliat in cale any order or diredlion 
Ihc^d he ilTued by the Honourabfe Dircftors of the Eaft India Com- 
psiny •h'^ngland, 1^ which the faiJ joint trade of lair, bectle-nut and 
^obduki^^&aU be ftopped, or any hindrance or interruption made to the 
carrying on of the feme, then and in that caie, the laid Robert Lord 
Clive is to allow and pay to tJic laid Harry Vciclft, &c. their attornies, 
executors, adminiftrators, or afiigns. Inch reafonable allowance or pro¬ 
fits on the above-afiigned parts, lhares, and proportions, as lliall be 
fettled by them th»>lsud Robert Lord Clive and Havry Verelft, See. or 
by arbitraton to w by them appointed for that purpoic. And the feid> 
Harry Verelft, &c. /or themlelves, their executors, adminiftrators, and. 
nfligns, do tereby^^ovenant, pronfife, and agree to be anfwer-bife 
and accountable to the feid Robert Lord Clive, his executors 
adminiftrators, for all liich advances, principal lum or llims of money, 
that he hath made, or lhall hereafter make, on account of his faid five 
jfeares in the feid joint ftock in trade of felt, beetle-nut, and tobacco 
aforefeid, or oi^ loi*, or on account of his feid one quartcr-i'or^, or 
2 * fliarc. 
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of an Indenture^ or Deed of hidcmnifj ; wh'ercby tlie Rigl>s»^ 
Honourable Robert Lord Clive and the Gentlemen of the Com¬ 
mit tecs and Council at Calcutta engage not to obey the Ordere of 
the Court ol Eaji IndiaDircClors^ rcfpcdling the Salt Monopoly: 
and to Jland bjy and indemnif'^ each other for fuch Disobe- 

DIENCK. 


“ This Indenture, made the day of Oftober, in the fifth 

year of the reign of, 6cc. and in the year of our Lord 1765, between.^ 
the Riglit Honourable Robert Lord ClivCy Baron of Plaflcy in ^le kiujg- 
doiu of Ireland, Knight CompanioA of the Moll Noble OrdpJl.^'Tr 
Bath, and Prelident and Governor of Fort William at Bengak in fh 
Kail Indies, William Brightwcll Sutnhery Brigadier General Johri\ai'i.Wtf 
Charles Stafford Playdelly Harry Vcrcljly Francis .Sykes, John Cat^l^l^t 
Randolph Marriott, Hugh Watts, ^fcanius William Senior, Samuel Mid- 
^cton, Ralph Lcycejler, and George Gray, being the Council of Fort 
william aforclhid, Elquires, for and on behalf of the Court of Directors 
of tlie Honourable the United Eull India Company of Merchants of 
England trading to |he Eafl; Indies, on the one partf,^\\<\ the laid Wil¬ 
liam Brightvcll Sumner, Harry Vercljl, Ralph* Leycejfcr, and George 
Gray, being a committee nominated, conftituted^^nd Appointed by 
tile .j^iprietors entitled to the exchWive joint tratje^f falA beetle-nut 
and toKicco, produced and to be produced in the provincol ot Bengal, 
Bafiar and Oriflu, for the better concluding, mdnaging and carrying 
on the laid trade, on the other part. Whereas in and by a certain deed 
or inllrunient in writing, bearing date the 18//; day of September 1765, 

X • and 



rietors to 
(jray on 


j€i y, ? '.r',E D I .X. . * 

and made or mctitionjetl BET WEEN the laid 

the faid joint tr^e . q« iht one "fart^ .and the abo>-<^i , 

BrighttJecH yerel^^ Ralph Lcyecflcr 

the other parf^'^l t* i s^wn n ESSEii, amoiigfl: other thin^*?; 
for the bctteiVcarrying e-r and managing the laid j<jint t^ fxsjkit iiiv'j i^fie” 
ficial the benefit and advantage orj-'i- '•^'^x'^/Jwprie- 

torSf it was ai:d is agr««t‘d by and between the parties in llic laili dec'd 
^^^vntioned, that fihe laid cxcluiivc joint trade and merchandi/r*flioii](J, 
from and after the iBt/>e/ay of September 1765, be conduclcd, managed, 
ti^anlacted and carried on by them the faid William Brightwell Sumner, 
Harry Verelfi, Ralph Leyccller and George Gray, conilituting a com- 
niitt-’e for the management thereof, but with ilu* proper monies, and 
and at joint rilk and hazard, and lor the joint y,tcoimt, life, and 
benefit'ef he faid proprietors, their levcral and r^■f|::^Jo•i^.e executors 
KViuX adminiftrators, in the fevecal proportions tlierein let forth. lAo^d 
it was and is alfo further agreed, by and between the laid partici, that 
the ft)rm and lignaturc under which the laid exchilive joint trade and 
merchandize Qiould be condudled and carried on, lliould be the lign 
manual of them the faid William Brightwell Sumner, Ilany Vcrclll, 
Ralph Leyccller and George Gray, and tlieir fuccellbrs lor the time 
being, conilituting a committee as aforclaid, together with the leal of 
the Ibciety of trade, with full power and authority to the laid William 
jBnglitwcll Sumner, Harry Verelft, Ralpli Leyccller and George Gray, 
atijd tbeiu fuccellbrs, to ule the fame, from tlie laid 18th day of Septem¬ 
ber rijyfi^'^'until the faid exchilive joint trade and merchandize llionld 
c^le and be no longer carried on 'for the ufc of tlic faid proprietors, as 
lit the faid deed> reference being thereunto liad, will more fully 

teiS^at large appear. Now this indent ike witnesseth. That 
in conlideratiou of the faid Wfilliam Briglitwell Sumner, Harry Verelll, 
Ralph Leyccller and George Gray taking uprn thcmlVlves the fiile ma¬ 
nagement'and coiidniJlion of the laid joint trade, on behalf of the laid^ 
proprietors, and having laid out and expended large lii.ns of money to 
carry on thefamcyaiid in order to enforce the execytion of all and every. 
the covenants. claufes;,gi*knts, articles and agreements in the before recited 
deed mentioned aiy 4 contained, as the lame are therein refpcdiicly cx- 
prefled ; anj^ allb^in conlidcratioft'of the duties or culloms that^fliafl 
or may arift^or accrue by rcalbn of the carrying on tlie faiil eX^lulivc 
joint trade of fait, bccllc-nut and tobacco, according to the true intent 
and meaning of the faid herein before recited deed, to be paid to them 
the faid Robert Lord Clive, William Briglitwell Sumner, John Carnac, 

‘ Charles 
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Charle'i Sfall^d Playdell, Hariy VewlfV ^i'ancis) Sykes, John Cartier, 

Raa«Wj-3’^ Xlt--..- A _?!__ tITfTi* ^ n * t* « 


Hugh \nut9v'^^anius Wiiii*A Senior, Sanmel 

and Couii- 
of the la'll Honourable 


► Mi^lk 1 *|^^^v^i|)lt‘ 4 K’yce{ler and George ' 
\ riW){’^ at’orelhid, for and on r 



of i!\i. ^y*oj)i if tors entitled to the laid excKiliv^ joint tiade and nJciV^ 
clKiii ii/o in the proportions herealtcr mentioned ; that is to fay, 35 V*r 
ecu', on too jiumnds to be valued and rcekoiied at 90 riW,, 

pecs; the nim of 10 percent, upon beetle-nut, to be valued and^cc- 
Jvon-vl at prinif^ coll; and the fuin ofay per eent. on tobaqpei;'’io be 
vahiCvl and r>'- ..'^;ied at tlie prime coll; and allb, that thu^ (‘nid joint 
tuiL . . ' ru", iluindize may not cccij'c or he diffolvcd before the cx'piratiojjj^^ 
the tc, i’,v / / the fa id recited deed mentioned, or any hindrance or jioppage be 
,'>ut to tL fame, the faid Robert Lord Clive, as Prefident, and the faid 
William IJriglitwcll Sumner, John Caniac, Charles Stafford Playdell, 
Harry Verelll, Francis Sykes, John Cartier, Randolph Marriott, Hugh 
Watts, Afeanius William Senior, Samuel Middleton, Ralph Lcycefler 
and (jeorge Gray, as Council of Fort William aforelaid, *for or on be- 
liall of the laid Court of Directors of the Honourable the t^^ated Eaft 
India Company aforelaid, tlo hereby, for thcmfelves and their' fiicccl- 
Ibrs, tlicir executors and adminiltrators, covenant, proinife luid agree, 
to and vviih tlic laid William Brightwell Sumner, Harry Very jRalnli 
Lcycellcr «ind George Gray, and their fucccllbrs, their hejrs^"^5tt'cut(»*s, 
aiul adminiltrators, provided any aider or dirchlion Jhould ^itc, \r be 
in.'uL by the (aid Co/n t of Dii etlors in England, thereby ordering unhudi^ 

1 tiling the faid c\ili/j,ve joint trade and mciihandize to be dijfolvcd or put 
to an end, or that nay hinder and (lop the canning on the fame or any part 
tl'jve'f or outnin any thing contrary to the covenants, claufcs\ grants, ar- 
tiilcs, or a^j ee'n. i;i\ in the fnid befoi e-rcLitcJdeed mcniiovied apd contain¬ 
ed, or any of them, lb that the fame may thereby begomc void and of none 
qll cct, then an i in that tafe, thev the faid Robert Loi’d Clive, as Prefi- 
dent, William Brightwell Sumner, johnCarnac, Ch'wles StelTord Playdell, 
'Uarry W'rellf, Fi'iincis Sykes, Jclvn Cartier, Rapch^pli l^rriott, Hugh 
WaL:\ Al'canius William Senior, Samuel Middleton, Rj^ph Leyceftcr 
.fin! GebYge Cbay, as Council of Fort WilIiank»aforefaid, Jh all and veil I 
viell a hi Ltiily j'ave harmlef and keep indemnifioh them the liiid William 
Brigjitwell S'miner, Harry Vcrclft, Ralph Leyceftcr and George Gray, 
and all the proprietors entitled or to be entitled to the faid joiiit trade, 

X 2 * and 
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7 /v term ftohi the i8lli clay of ^'?/j( 4765 , 

and c;\nh'c SlIi r 4 y of September 1766, accoruing |i0> it true 

intent and meanijig .jf the faid before-reeked deed, and’of .all the 
jK^ics thereto, as if ilw faid order and dircdlion had ncvci hem made or 
iJJ'^cd, And fnrtlicr, that the laid Robert Lord Clive, W illiani Bright- 
Alldl Sum nei*, John Carnac, Charles Stafford Playdell, Harry Verclfl, 
Pi-a.ncis S) kes, John Cartier, Randolph Marriott, Hugh Watts, Afea- 
nins '/'Uiam Senior, Samuel Middleton, Ralph Leycefter and George 
Gray, ai^i\ their fucceflt)rs, as Prefident and Counc.Cl*'"’f^\refaid, fliall 
and wilT'a}}oiv intto 'them the faid William Brigluwell Sumner, irj»'»'y 
Verclfl, Kalpli Leyccflcr and George Gray, and their fucedfors, con- 
Hitutyig a Committee as aforefaid, J}/// and Jhfuient time after tJh c\pU a- 
tioi of the faid tcun of one year as aforefiidy to felly -jcndy and difpoj'c of 
all fat h goods and met ehandhe belonging to the Jaid joint t>ade and (on- 
as fall at that time temain on theit hand\ unfold and not difpofed of, 
and alfo to iolle6l and gather in all fuch fum or fnms of money as fhall be 
any nvays due or owing unto them the Jim/William Brightwell Sumner, 
Harry Verclfl, Ralph Leycefter and George Gray, or their fucceffors, 
tm account of the faid proprietors and joint trade aforefaid, and to 
fettle 2' djuft all books and accotonts belonging to and concerning 
th^faif^* 5 /^ And the faid William JBrightwcll Sumner, Hariy V'crclll, 
RaMi Leycefter and George Gray, tlo hereby, for tliemfelves and the 
icft^oPthc proprietors entitled to the faid cxtlufive joint trade and mer¬ 
chandize of fait, beetle-nut and tobacco, as aforefaid, and their liic- 
ceflbrs, covenant, promife, and agree to and with the faid Robert. 
Lord Clive, AVilliani Brightwell Sumner, John Carnac, Charles Stafford 
Playdell, Harry Verclfl, Francis Sykes, John Cartier, Randolph Mar¬ 
riott, Hugh Watts, Afeanius William Senior, Samuel Middleton, Ralph 
Leycefter and George Gray, as Prefident and Council of Fort William 
aforefaid, and ^heir fticccflbrs for the time being, that they the faid 
W'illiam BrightyWcll Seiner, Harry V^erdft, Ralph Leycefter ancl GeorgV 
Gray, conflicting a TOmmittce as aforefaid, and their liicccilbrs /fi-oni 
time to time, fhall and ’^ill well and truly pay and difeharge the dutie^T 
and cuftoms of the faid anicles of fait, beetle-nut and tobacco, at and 
after the rate herein before-mentioned and exprefled of and concern 
ing the fame, to the Right Honourable the Prefident and Council of 

'• Fort 
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i^orefaid, and| • •• /u/rs, or^o they (liall from 

and appoirtryf^i^.^ive tltfe And llicy die-(aid 

Tc^Uttc, John Carnac,IChark^| St^iifWl i^Hydell, jFraiicis 
£yk/^lojph Marriott, Hugh Watts j\ ^(ban ius ^illiam Senior, 
Sar< Ralph Lcyceftcr and G^fge1tjftay,i|;^ hereby bind 

'\c Li^vy'U'es, and their fLicceiIbrs.s their executors and ad- 
ininl|jlraL/.\r^, joinV^ unto them the faid WilAamvBrightwcll Suij^jj^r, 
‘irarr> Vcrelll, Ralph Lcyccftcr and George Gray, on behalf of t 
felves and the faiil projn'ic tors, in thc^cnal funi of three hundred ti\ 
jaud pound* Sterling, for the true anil faithful oblcrving, perfotipjVii* 
fulhlling, and keeping all and every the covenants herein con'imned, 
and \\huh.jOn their parts and behalfs arc or ought to be ^/.erformed, 
oblerted, jiXb\d, and kept as aforelaid.’* < f 
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